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21 dists now
without DC

Extra burden on ADCs as interim govt
yet to finalise list for appointing DCs

BAHRAM KHAN

The government is yet to appoint deputy commissioners in 25 districts
even though 13 days have gone by since the DCs from those districts
were withdrawn.

The DCs are the heads of civil administration in districts. They play
a pivotal role in overseeing local governance and ensuring effective
delivery of public services. The DCs now have additional workload as
they are in charge of zilla parishads and municipalities.

Additional deputy commissioners are now filling in for the DCs
withdrawn from 21 districts while four DCs, who have been transferred,
had to stay at their previous stations as their districts were affected by
floods.

Sources said the public administration ministry cannot immediately
appoint DCs to the districts as it needs time to make a list of officials fit

for the job.
=I PREMIER

Preferring anonymity, a joint secretary
cement

at the Cabinet Division told The Daily Star
that the interim government does not
want to use the list of officials prepared
by the previous government to appoint
new DCs.

The official said the list made by the
Hasina-led government is deemed full of
officials close to the previous regime.

Usually, the government first appoints
new DCs before transferring the existing
ones. Sometimes, the two are done
concurrently.

“However, the interim government has
ordered the transfer of nearly half of the
district DCs without preparing a list of
replacements,” the official said.

The government on August 20 withdrew the DCs from the districts,
including Dhaka, Gazipur, Chattogram, Mymensingh and Cox’s Bazar,
and attached them to different ministries, directorates, and other
offices.

The DCs of Chandpur, Cumilla, Noakhali, and Moulvibazar stayed at
their stations because of the floods.

Following the fall of Hasina’s government on August 5, many DC and
UNO offices were attacked. Some officials even had to flee their stations
fearing for their lives.

Right after the interim government was formed, many DCs sought
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Shirin steps
down as JS
speaker

President accepts
her resignation

MD MEHEDI HASAN

Three state-run banks far exceeded
their limits to salvage a coal-fired
power plant project of an Orion Group
subsidiary, which was stalled for six
years, with Tk 10,579 crore in loans
thanks to policy relaxation by the

BB’s strange bid to
save Orion plant

The central bank relaxed rules allowing state-
run banks to approve Tk 10,579cr loans

Bangladesh pacer Hasan Mahmud (2nd from L) celebrates with teammates after one of his five wickets during
Pakistan’s second innings in the second Test at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium yesterday.

BTRC’s curious U-turn
on Summit Comms

MAHMUDUL HASAN

The telecom regulator has walked back on
its decision just two months ago to allow
Summit Communications to transfer its
shares without any fee, in a development
that raises questions about the extent of
benefits the company received during the
15 years of the previous Awami League
government.

Muhammad Farid Khan, chairman
of Summit Communications, is the
younger brother of AL presidium member
Faruk Khan, also a five-time member of
parliament from the Gopalganj-1. Farid is
also a close friend of Sajeeb Wazed Joy, the

son and ICT affairs adviser of former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina.

As per rules, when a company transfers
shares, it has to furnish 5.5 percent of the
selling price as a fee to the state coffer.

In April 2021, Kirtonkhola Tower
Bangladesh had to pay Tk 5.7 crore to
the Bangladesh  Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC) for share
transfer (o new companies through
issuing new shares.

However, for Summit Communications,
which became the largest infrastructure
company in the telecom and internet
sector after debuting in 2009, the fee was
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Series sweep
beckons Tigers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the first time since 2009 an away
Test series sweep beckons Bangladesh
in Rawalpindi on Day 5 of the second
Test against Pakistan, but chances of
rain playing spoilsport -- as it had done
on Monday to wipe out the third session
- can dampen the tourists’ party, with
Tigers needing 143 more runs to win.

It has been a remarkable tale of
fightback from the Tigers this match.
Having bowled Pakistan out for 274 in the
first innings, Bangladesh were reduced to
26 for six in their first innings before Liton
Das and Mechedi Hasan Miraz’s rescue
act saw them fall just 12 runs short. Then
with the ball, Bangladesh completely
dominated proceedings yesterday.

Pace sells and Bangladesh capitalised
with the three pacers taking all 10 wickets
in Pakistan’s second innings, the first time
that Bangladesh pacers have attained the
feat in Test cricket. Mehedi had written his
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Unrest hits
industries

Workers’ protests flare up; nearly 100
factories in Ashulia, Gazipur shut

JAGARAN CHAKMA and
AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH

Workers from different sectors
continued their demonstrations
in Ashulia, Savar, Dhamrai, and
Gazipur vyesterday demanding
equal rights in jobs, increase in
salaries, and regularisation of
contractual workers.

The protests spread to the
agro-processing  and  shoe

industries yesterday, a day after
workers from pharmaceuticals
and readymade garment
factories staged demonstrations.

The workers’ other demands
include stopping of layofls and
payment of “attendance bonus”.

For the second day in a
row, workers of Bata Shoe

Company (Bangladesh)
Lid staged demonstrations
SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

and Rupali banks for the syndicated
loan approved last year for the project
at Moheshkhali in Cox’s Bazar under
Orion Power Dhaka-2 Limited (OPDL-2)
after its bid for foreign funds had failed,
officials of the banks and Orion said.
Awami League’s pick Abdur Rouf
Talukder was the governor when the

Baggladesh Baflllk central bank had
under the _ in November
STAFF CORRESPONDENT pasaperTew il LOANS APPROVED FOR OPDL-2 [eSvathri!
............... Sheikh  Hasina BANK I  APPROVED AMOUNT section  26-kha

Shirin Sharmin government. (1) of the Bank
Chaudhury, the speaker of | However, th(; Janata 5,078cr Company  Act
the recently dissolved 12th oans, on p o f 1991, which states
Jatiya Sangsad, resigned Tk 6,244 crore Agrani 2,856¢r loans given by a
yesterday. liabilities of Orion Rupali 2,645cr bank to a single
She sent her resignation companies  with borrower  shall
letter to President the banks, were not exceed 25

not disbursed and the conglomerate
decided to turn the project into a solar
power plant.

Orion Group companies have
borrowed a total of Tk 8,457 crore from
banks, including Tk 616 crore from
Mercantile Bank, Tk 357 crore from
Social Islami Bank and Tk 1,240 crore
from AB Bank as of June this year.

The group looked to Agrani, Janata

Mohammed Shahabuddin,
confirmed sources at the
Bangabhaban.

The move came 27 days
after former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina on August 5
stepped down and fled to
India in the face of a mass
uprising.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

percent of the bank’s capital.

The central bank relaxed the rule for
coal-based power companies for the
next five years. It gave the no-objection
certificates (NOCs) for the OPDL-2 loans
from August to October last year.

Bangladesh Bank spokesman Md
Mezbaul Haque has recently told The
Daily Star that the banks, not the
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