
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA MONDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2024 

BHADRA 18, 1431 BS        7
Algeria joins 

BRICS Bank
AFP, Algiers

Algeria has been approved for membership 
in the BRICS New Development Bank 
(NDB), the country’s finance ministry has 
announced.

The decision was taken on Saturday and 
announced by NDB chief Dilma Roussef at 
a meeting in Cape Town, South Africa.

By joining “this important development 
institution, the financial arm of the BRICS 
group, Algeria is taking a major step in 
its process of integration into the global 
financial system,” the Algerian finance 
ministry said in a statement

The bank of the BRICS group of nations 
-- whose name derives from the initials of 
founding members Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa -- is  aimed at 
offering an alternative to international 
financial institutions like the World Bank 
and IMF.

Algeria’s membership was secured 
thanks to “the strength of the country’s 
macroeconomic indicators”.

Created in 2015, the NDB’s main mission 
is to mobilise resources for projects in 
emerging markets and developing countries. 
It has welcomed several country as new 
members, including Egypt, the United Arab 
Emirates, Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Mothers’ fight to expose CIA’s 
brainwash programme

AFP, Montreal

A group of Indigenous women are hoping 
to stop the bulldozers at a former Montreal 
hospital which they believe could hold the 
truth about children still missing from a 
grisly half-century-old CIA experiment.

They have spent the last two years 
trying to delay the construction project 
by McGill University and the Quebec 
government.

“They took our children and had 
all kinds of things done to them. They 
were experimenting on them,” said 
Kahentinetha, an 85-year-old activist 
from the Mohawk community of 
Kahnawake, southwest of Montreal, who 
goes by just one name.

The activists are relying on archives 
and testimonies that suggest the site 
contains unmarked graves of children 
formerly interned at the Royal Victoria 
Hospital and Allan Memorial Institute, a 
neighboring psychiatric hospital.

In the 1950s and 1960s, behind the 
austere walls of the old psychiatric 

institute, the US Central Intelligence 
Agency funded a human experiments 
program called MK Ultra.

During the Cold War, the program 
aimed to develop procedures and drugs to 
effectively brainwash people.

Experiments were conducted in Britain, 
Canada and the United States, subjecting 
people -- including Indigenous children in 
Montreal -- to electroshocks, hallucinogenic 
drugs, and sensory deprivation.

“They wanted to erase us,” said 
Kahentinetha.

A leading figure in the Indigenous 
rights movement who has traveled to 
Britain and the United States to denounce 
colonialism, she called this fight “the 
most important of (her) life.”

“We want to know why they did this 
and who’s going to take the blame for it,” 
she said.

In the fall of 2022, the mothers 
obtained an injunction to suspend work 
on a new university campus and research 
center at the site -- a project worth 
Can$870 million (US$643 million).

Fellow activist Kwetiio, 52, who also 
uses just one name, said they insisted 
on arguing the case themselves without 
lawyers, “because in our ways, no one 
speaks for us.”

Last summer, sniffer dogs and 
specialized probes were brought in to 
search the property’s expansive and 
dilapidated buildings. They managed 
to identify three areas of interest for 
excavations.

But, according to McGill and the 
government’s Societe Quebecoise des 
Infrastructure (SQI), “no human remains 
have been discovered.”

The Mohawk mothers accuse 
the university and the government 
infrastructure agency of breaching an 
agreement by selecting the archaeologists 
who did the search and then ending their 
work too soon.

“They gave themselves the power to 
lead the investigation of crimes that 
were potentially committed by their own 
employees in the past,” says Philippe 
Blouin, an anthropologist working with 

the mothers.
Even though their appeal was 

dismissed earlier this month, they have 
vowed to continue their fight.

“People should know history, so that it 
does not repeat itself,” said Kwetiio.

In recent years, Canada has opened its 
eyes to past atrocities.

Generations of Indigenous children 
were sent to residential schools where 
they were stripped of their language, 
culture and identities in what a 2015 truth 
and reconciliation report said amounted 
to “cultural genocide.”

Between 1831 and 1996, some 150,000 
Indigenous children were taken from their 
homes and placed in 139 such schools. 
Several thousand never returned to their 
communities.

“It was not only residential schools, it 
involved hospitals, sanatoriums, churches 
and orphanages too,” said Kwetiio.

For her, what is most important is 
shedding light on what happened in order 
for “things to change,” and to recreate “the 
harmony that we had before colonialism.”

Social activists and students shout slogans during a protest march to condemn the rape and murder of a doctor, in Kolkata 
yesterday. The discovery of the 31-year-old doctor’s bloodied body at a state-run hospital in Kolkata on August 9 stoked 
nationwide anger at the chronic issue of violence against women, that sparked strikes by medics and rallies backed by 
thousands of ordinary citizens across India. PHOTO: AFP

“Whoever murders hostages - does not want a deal.” 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vows to “settle score with Hamas” after 6 bodies of hostages 
recovered from Gaza
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Cumilla and Faridpur as part 
of a series of grassroots-level 
view-exchange meetings 
across the country in 
preparation for the next 
parliamentary elections.

“With the fall of the 
autocracy on August 5, 
new hope has been added 
to the expectations of the 
people of Bangladesh, 
and the language has 
changed. This new, changed 
language must be read and 
understood, and hope must 
be turned into reality. If 
we fail to do this, we will be 
knocked out.

“So far, only the Awami 
League has been our open 
opponent. We understood 
and knew the nature of their 
attacks. Now, apart from 
them, there are invisible 
opponents around us. 
They are in the dark, they 
are everywhere. We must 
be careful in dealing with 
these visible and invisible 
opponents,” he added.

Discussing BNP’s plan to 
reform the state structure, 
he highlighted the key 
points of the 31-point 
agenda presented in July last 
year.

He said that the BNP 
aims to bury autocratic rule 
in the future, maintain a 
balance of power among 
the legislative, judiciary, 
and executive branches, and 
introduce a two-chamber 
parliamentary system to 
ensure the representation 
and participation of wise 
individuals in governing the 
state.

He expressed hope that 
if the BNP remains united, 
they would be successful as a 
party once again, just as they 
were in the past, by facing 
any conspiracies.

In a separate programme, 
Tarique Rahman urged party 
leaders and activists to earn 
the people’s trust through 
fairness and generosity 
rather than through force or 
intimidation.

In a video message 
commemorating the 46th 
founding anniversary of the 
BNP, Tarique also advised 
party members against 
seeking revenge for past 
injustices, urging them 
instead to pursue legal 
recourse, reports UNB.

“No one should take 
the law into their own 

hands. If you were a victim 
of injustice, pursue legal 
action, but ensure that no 
one falls victim to attacks or 
harassment cases.”

He noted that the 
younger generation is more 
interested in seeing promises 
fulfilled over political 
rhetoric. “They want to see 
doors to prosperity, dignity, 
and opportunity open.”

Tarique also said 
that the country is in a 
transitional period, with 
the interim government 
facing challenges in building 
a discrimination-free 
Bangladesh.

He pointed out that, 
despite the country’s 
liberation from dictatorship 
on August 5, conspiracies 
continue to thwart progress.

Tarique accused the 
Gono Bhaban of becoming 
a symbol of corruption, 
calling for it to be turned 
into a museum to 
remember the victims of 
enforced disappearances, 
extrajudicial killings, and 
other atrocities during 
Hasina’s regime.

Addressing the recent 
floods, Tarique called on 
BNP leaders and activists 
to extend assistance to 
the flood victims and 
to participate in the 
government’s rehabilitation 
efforts.
ANNIV PROGS
Several thousand party 
leaders and activists, led by 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, paid 
homage to its founder and 
late president Ziaur Rahman 
at Zia’s Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
grave.

They also joined a special 
prayer session seeking the 
salvation of Zia’s departed 
soul and the good health of 
party Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia.

The BNP arranged a doa 
mahfil in front of the party’s 
Nayapaltan central office 
in the afternoon, seeking 
blessings for those affected 
by the flooding and for those 
who were killed and injured 
in the recent student-led 
mass movement.

BNP’s associate bodies 
and all their units across 
the country marked the day 
with due respect by holding 
doa mahfil, discussions, and 
rallies.


