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Ex-minister Gazi 
remanded again
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Former textile and jute minister and Awami League 
lawmaker (Narayanganj-1) Golam Dastagir Gazi was placed 
on six-day remand again in connection with two murder 
cases filed with Araihazar Police Station in Narayanganj.

Narayanganj’s senior judicial magistrate Haider Ali passed 
the order yesterday afternoon after police sought five-day 
remand for each of the two cases against Gazi, said Abdur 
Rashid, inspector and in-charge of court police outpost.

The two murder cases were filed against former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina and others after the AL-led 
government’s resignation on August 5. 

Gazi is among the accused.
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6 killed as bus, truck 
collide in Gopalganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

At least six people were killed and 24 others injured in a 
head-on collision between a bus and a truck in Kashiani 
upazila of Gopalganj yesterday morning.

The deceased are Tahura Begum, 55, and her daughter 
Tania Afroj, 28; Syed Mamshad Ali, 31; Saidur Rahman, 
44; Sagor Mollah, 24; and Roish Sheikh, 24.

The accident took place on Dhaka-Khulna highway in 
Majhigati area around 7:45am, said Abdullah Hel Baki, 
sub-inspector of Bhanga Highway Police Station.

A Dhaka-bound bus of Imad Paribahan collided head-
on with an oncoming truck, he said.

Five people died on the spot, the SI said, adding that the 
injured were rushed to Kashiani Upazila Health Complex 
and Muksudpur Upazila Health Complex. 

Md Kamal Hossain from the Muksudpur Upazila 
Health Complex said a total of 14 injured were admitted 
to the facility. Seven of them, who were critically injured, 
were referred to Faridpur Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib 
Medical College Hospital for better treatment.

Atiar Rahman, ward master at Faridpur Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib Medical College Hospital, confirmed that 
one woman was brought dead. Six others were admitted to 
the hospital, with one of them in a very critical condition.

Flood damages 25,773 
houses in Moulvibazar

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Nurun Begum, 65, stood by the 
embankment on Manu river in 
Mierpara village under Kulaura 
upazila of Moulvibazar near the 
border with India, with a blank look 
towards the place where her mud 
hut stood even a few days back.

“After onrush of water from 
upstream swelled the river on 
August 22, it breached a portion 
of the 500-metre embankment, 
causing a flashflood that washed 
away my mud hut, leaving me 
homeless,” she said. 

She added, “I have no means to 
repair my house. I am mostly passing 
my days on the embankment. 
Occasionally, someone would offer 
me a place to stay temporarily, but 
that is not how I want to live by for 
the rest of my days.”

Nurun Begum is not alone. The 
flashflood on August 22 swept away 
numerous houses in several areas 
under Tillagaon union, including 
Mierpara, Hajipur, Sodrabad and 
Chaksalan villages, leaving many 
people homeless.

Sujan Mia, a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw driver from Mierpara 
village, is one of them. 

“The flood washed away my 
house as well as those of my two 
brothers within a few hours after 
the embankment was breached 
on August 22, and also damaged 
houses of my three other brothers 
significantly,” he said. 

Shamim Ahmed, a day labourer, 
also lost his home and has been living 
on the embankment with his family. 

More than 2,500 families were 
affected in the flood, with many of 
them belonging to marginalised 
families and unable to repair their 
houses without assistance, said 
Shimul Ali, project implementation 
officer of Kulaura upazila. 

Visiting the areas recently, this 
correspondent observed that, even 
though floodwaters receded since 
August 26, many residents were 
still living in makeshift shanties on 
higher grounds and embankment, 
while some others took shelter at 
their relatives’ houses.

Livestock such as cows, buffaloes, 
and goats were seen kept on the 
riverbank.

The flood also inundated vast 
stretches of paddy fields and 
vegetable plantations, causing 
extensive damages. 

Low-income individuals, 

including fishermen and day 
labourers, are concerned over their 
livelihoods as they are left with no 
work amid the ongoing situation. 
Those involved in animal husbandry 
are facing acute shortage of food 
for their livestock.

Contacted, Mohammad Sadu 
Mia, relief and rehabilitation officer 
in Moulvibazar, said, “A total 
25,773 houses have been damaged 
by flood during this time. Of those, 
16,987 were damaged in July and 
8,786 in late August. Most of those 
were mud huts or semi-mud wall 
houses.”

“Detailed assessment of the 
damages sustained is still underway. 
A report has been sent to the 
Ministry of Disaster Management 
and Relief requesting allocation of 
fund for repair and reconstruction 
of the affected houses,” he added.

GRAFT ALLEGATIONS

ACC to investigate 
Rezaul, Monnujan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) has 
launched investigation into corruption allegations 
against former public works and housing minister 
SM Rezaul Karim and state minister for labour 
and employment Begum Monnujan Sufian.

ACC has also decided to investigate corruption 
allegations against Monnujan’s assistant personal 
secretary (APS) and younger brother Md Sahabuddin, 
his daughter Shamima Sultana Hridoy, and the son 
of Monnujan’s sister, Yasir Arafat Prithibi.

The ACC made the decision at a meeting at its 
office yesterday, Akhtarul Islam, deputy director 
and public relations officer of ACC, confirmed to 
The Daily Star.

According to ACC sources, Rezaul Karim has 
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Court freezes 19 
bank accounts of 
ex-senior secy, wife
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday ordered the authorities 
to freeze 19 bank accounts of Shah Kamal, 
former senior secretary to the Ministry of 
Disaster Management and Relief, and his wife 
Farzana Siddiqua in connection with corruption 
allegations.

Shah Kamal has a total of Tk 5.75 crore in 12 
accounts while Tk 3.76 crore was found deposited 
in seven bank accounts of his wife.

Judge Mohammad Ash-Shams Joglul Hossain 
of Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s 
Court passed the order following an application by 
ACC Deputy Director Md Mahbubul Alam, also the 
inquiry officer, said bench assistant of the court.
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