2nd Edition

CITY

DHAKA SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

BHADRA 17, 1431 BS
The Baily Star

Government
committed to
probe recent
massacre

Says Foreign Adviser
Touhid Hossain

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Affairs Adviser
Touhid Hossain has
reaffirmed the interim

government’s commitment

to an impartial and
internationally credible
investigation  into  the

massacre in Bangladesh,
followed by due judicial
processes.

He spoke at the 50th
Council of Foreign Ministers
of the Organization for
Islamic  Cooperation in
Yaoundé, Cameroon, on
August 29-30.

Hossain announced
that  Bangladesh  has
joined the UN Convention
on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced
Disappearance and
reiterated the nation’s
continued engagement
with the OIC.

He underscored
Bangladesh’s commitment
to the peace process for
Palestine, condemnation
of  Islamophobia  and
hate crimes against
Muslims, and the
enhancement of trade
and investment through
improved transportation
and communication
infrastructure.

The  CFM, themed
“Intra OIC Transportation
and Communication
Infrastructure,” addressed
various political, economic,
social, cultural, and
security issues.

A resolution on the
“Situation of the Rohingya
Muslim Community
in Myanmar” was
unanimously adopted,
aiming 1] maintain
pressure  on  Myanmar
authorities.

Workers clean and repaint a ship in preparation for the Sundarbans’ reopening to tourists and fishermen.
The reopening follows a three-month closure aimed at safeguarding wildlife during the breeding season.
The photo was taken at Khulna Jailkhana Ghat yesterday.
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One judge, 7,250 cases

HC hamstrung by judge shortage

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

The High Court Division of the
Supreme Court is now facing a
shortage of judges after five of its
judges have been elevated to the
Appellate Division including one
as chief justice.

President Mohammad
Shahabuddin on August 10
appointed Justice Syed Refaat
Ahmed, who was the senior most
judge of the HC Division, as the
25th chief justice of Bangladesh as
per the constitution.

Two days later, on August
12, the president elevated four
judges from the HC Division to
the Appellate Division. The four
clevated judges are Justice Zubayer
Rahman Chowdhury, Justice Syed
Md Ziaul Karim, Justice Md Rezaul
Haque and Justice SM Emdadul
Hoque.

The appointments were made
after the then chief justice Obaidul
Hassan and five other judges of the

Appellate Division stepped down
on the same day amid student
protests for their resignation.

The number of HC judges now
stands at 78 after the five judges
were elevated to the Appellate
Division. The number of HC judges
was 100 in June 2012.

Among the total 78 HC judges,
three have been excluded from
judicial functions for five years,
as an inquiry centring them is
pending.

Due to the scarcity of judges,
the backlog of cases with the HC
keeps piling up, thereby causing
immeasurable  sufferings to
the litigants, according to legal
experts.

Each of them is burdened with
more than 7,250 cases on average
as about 543 lakh cases are
pending with this court.

Meanwhile, the lower court
judges are also burdened with a
huge number of cases as there
are just above 1,900 judges to

deal with more than 37 lakh cases
pending with the courts across the
country, SC sources said.

Contacted, Attorney General
Md Asaduzzaman told The Daily
Star on August 30 that some new
HC judges should be appointed in
order to resolve the crisis of judges
and (o increase the rate of case
disposal.

He, however, said he has no
knowledge whether any process
hasbeen initiated for appointment
of new HC judges.

SC Registrar General Aziz
Ahmed Bhuiyan said so far as
he knew, no process has been
initiated to appoint new judges for
the HC.

Supreme Court Bar Association
Secretary Md Ruhul Quddus Kazal
said some new HC judges need
to be appointed to dispose of the
pending cases and to clear the
burden of cases.

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul could
not be reached for his comments.

Missing for 10
days, girl yet
to be rescued

STAR REPORT

Police have yet to rescue
Progga Laboni, a 13-year-
old schoolgirl, who was
abducted 10 days ago from
Barishal city.

Progga, a class IX student
at  Sher-e-Bangla Girls’
High School in Barishal,
went missing on August 21.

Her father, Pankag Kumar
Mollic, a former member
of Ward 8 Kalardoania
Union Parishad in Nazirpur
upazila, Pirojpur, filed
an abduction case the
following day, naming (wo
individuals and 4-5 others
unidentified suspects.

The named accused are
Riaz Mahmud, 25, and his
father Md Alauddin alias
Tuku, 55, both from Rajpur
village in Uzirpur upazila,
Barishal.

According to the case
statement, Progga called her
mother from an unknown
number at noon on August
21, but was unable to
communicate properly. Her
mother suspected she was
in a moving car. After that
call, the phone was switched
off, and no further contact
was made.

Pankag first filed a
GD with Barishal Kotwali
Police Station on the day of
the incident. The next day,
he identified the owner of
the phone number Progga
had called from and filed
the abduction case.

Officer-in-Charge
Mostafizur Rahman said
police are trying (o arrest the
suspects and rescue the girl.

PRAYER
TIMING

SEPTEMBER 1

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 430 12-45 445 6-33 8-00
JAMAAT 5-05 1-15 5-00 6-36 8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Grabbers erase last
vestige of noted
globetrotter’s

property

MINTU DESHWARA, from Habiganj

Ramnath Biswas, a celebrated globetrotter during
the British period, became renowned for his
remarkable bicycle journeys across four continents
between 1931 and 1940.

After partition of the Indian subcontinent, he
relocated to India with his family.

Ramnath’s ancestral property in
Vidyabhushanpara, Baniachong upazila of
Habiganj, spanned across more than four acres
and included his residence, a temple, and a pond.

With no heirs to inherit the property, it fell
under government ownership as vested property.

Despite various proposals to transform his
residence into a museum and library, no steps
have been taken to preserve his legacy. Meanwhile,
locals allege that parts of his property have been
illegally grabbed by Abdul Waheed and his family,
who reportedly used political influence during the
Awami League government’s tenure.

-

Over the past few years, the grabbers
demolished all structures on the property,
including Ramnath’s residence.

The old temple was the last structure standing.
However, after the fall of the government on
August 5, Waheed and his associates allegedly
demolished the temple as well, erasing the final
vestige of Ramnath’s legacy. This has sparked
frustration and anger among local residents.

Abu Saleh Ahmed, a folk researcher and
president of Ramnath Smriti Sangsad, condemned
the demolition, highlighting the cultural
significance of Ramnath’s residence.

Tofazzal Sohel, coordinator of a citizens’
platform in Habiganj, also called for urgent action
to preserve the property, describing Ramnath as a
source of pride for Baniachong residents.

Sajid Ahmed and Amir Mia, villagers, accused
Waheed of dismantling portions of the house in
secret, intending to grab the property.
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