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Netflix 
The Perfect Couple

Prime Video
The Lord of the Rings: The Rings 

of Power Season 2

Hulu
Only Murders in the Building

Apple TV+
 Slow Horses

Hoichoi
Mohanagar

OUT AND ABOUT IN DHAKA

Dhaka Rock Carnival- Swadhin 
Bangla Betar

September 6 | 12pm-10pm
GreenVill Outdoors 

PSA: Beyond the Gaze 
August 29-September 2 I 3pm-9pm 

Alliance Française de Dhaka

Resurrection Fest: Chapter 1
September 6 | 3pm

National Library

Marvel offers ample 
uncensored fervour in 

‘Deadpool & Wolverine’

In Deadpool & Wolverine, when 
Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds) is left with 
no other option but to find a proper 
“anchor” for his world (Earth-10005) 
after the sacrificial death of Wolverine 
(Hugh Jackman) in the 2017 film 
Logan under the 20th Century 
Studios banner, he ends up finding the 
worst variant of Wolverine. 

The Shawn Levy R-rated directorial 
movie, currently being screened across 
theatres worldwide, then becomes a 
perpetually crazy and unfiltered ride 
for Deadpool — hoping to save the 
earth from the clutches of Cassandra 
Nova (Emma Corrin), Charles Xavier’s 

evil twin.

Fraught with fighting each other 

and then the actual villains, Deadpool 

and Wolverine also make appearances 

alongside several Marvel characters 

from their respective glory days under 

the 20th Century Studios’ production. 

The movie, in all its truth, pays 

homage to classic heroes from before 

the MCU era. With Disney’s acquisition 

of 21st Century Fox, it seems that Feige 

is honouring these earlier films and 

characters, hinting at the possibility of 

future Marvel additions.

1-MINUTE REVIEW

Zainub J Khawaja’s Rilli is a haunting 
exploration of perpetual rebirth and 
existential struggle. Opening with 
the line “mein tor jor ke,” the song 
encapsulates the feeling of being 
trapped in a cycle.

The composition stands out for its 
deliberate pacing, allowing the melody 
to unfold with a meditative grace, 
unlike the hurried nature of many 
contemporary tracks. The instrumental 
solo, featuring a flute-like instrument, 
adds a hypnotic quality, drawing 
listeners into its introspective depths. 

While ‘rilli’ technically means 
patchwork, the song’s lyrics evoke 
the symbolism of the ouroboros, 
representing the anguish and struggle 
of enduring endless rebirth. Rilli is 
not just a song but a contemplation on 
whether one should continually reshape 
themselves to conform to the world.

Rilli
WHAT’S PLAYING

The oldest member of the famed 
K-pop group BTS, Jin recently graced 
the cover of Harper’s Bazaar Korea 
for its September 2024 issue, exuding 
elegance in a coffee brown suit paired 
with maroon gloves that perfectly 
complemented his metallic necklace. 

The singer thereby showcased the 
Men’s New Fall/Winter 2024 Collection 
from Gucci, looking impeccably stylish. 

Jin also made waves when it was 
announced that he would be appearing 
as a guest on Netflix’s upcoming variety 
show, Dae Hwan Jang Kian Jang. 
Fans are eagerly anticipating his Netflix 
debut as they are excited to see him in 
this new reality show.

WHAT’S ON THE GRAM

SHARMIN JOYA 

From being 
vocal on social 

media to taking 
to the streets near 

Central Shaheed Minar, 
actress Mumtaheena 

Chowdhury Toya stood firm 
with the students in their anti-

discrimination movement with a one-
demand point, and demanded justice for 
the unjust killings disguised as ‘defense’. 

Toya and her husband, Sayed Zaman 
Shawon, who is also an artiste, both joined 
the movement. They have also sent aid and 
volunteered to support flood victims.

We invited the actress for an exclusive 
photoshoot and a conversation over coffee.

When did it first hit you to take to the 
streets and join the protest?
On July 18, it deeply shook me when I came 
across a video of a bloodied college student, 
still in her uniform—a scene no one should 
ever witness. I couldn’t remain silent and 
called for an end to the violence on social 
media.

Little did we know how the situation would 
escalate—internet servers were shut down, 
and horrifying reports of innocent children 
being killed on rooftops and inside their 
homes left me terrified. It was a now-or-never 
moment for me, and I had to stand up against 
it. By leaving all fear behind, I joined with the 
Drishshyo Maddhyom Shilpi Shomaj, formed 
by the artistes of our industry.

With the interim government under 
pressure to bring changes immediately, 
what are your thoughts on the high 
expectations people have?
I believe we need to be a bit more patient 
and give them time to settle in and 
understand before expecting 
changes. However, the 
anger and frustration 
accumulated over the 
past 15 years will take 
time to heal. Having 
regained our voices, 
we are often making 
things difficult for 
those in power.

It will take time for 
people to understand 
what true freedom of speech 
is—that it is not spreading 
hatred or misinformation, but 
allowing everyone to participate 
in constructive criticism. 

Moreover, we must 
continue the practice of 
questioning to prevent any 
further abuse of power.

As the nation 
anticipates systemic 
change, what shifts 
have you already 
observed?
Regaining our lost 

unity, which came at a great cost, is a credit to 
the students, and we must preserve it. Despite 
the challenges, the nation’s support for flood 
victims marks a significant move. 

If the Chief Advisor secured Tk 1,000 crore 
in relief with just one meeting, I believe he can 
drive major changes over time. 

Interestingly, someone recently shared 
an incident where a traffic police officer was 
depressed because he could no longer receive 
bribes and thus couldn’t pay for land on which 
he had already put a down payment on. This 
change reflects a growing sense of conscience 
among people, who are no longer resorting 
to bribes. While it may be unfortunate for the 
officer, it’s a sign that citizens are becoming 
morally stronger.

One major demand in the aftermath was 
the abolishment of the Cyber Security 
Act, which significantly impacted press 
freedom and freedom of speech. Do you 
support the cancellation of this act?
As a victim of cyberbullying myself, I 
advocate for reforming the law rather 
than repealing it. 

The law should protect 
individuals rather than harass 
them. It’s also crucial to prevent 
the spread of propaganda or 
rumours, especially since 
the next generation relies 
heavily on the internet 
for information rather 
than traditional 
textbooks.

Having said that, 
we should also 
consider how 
s i m i l a r 

laws are implemented internationally. 

On a lighter note, you and your husband 
both share the same profession. Do you see 
this as an advantage or a disadvantage?

It’s both. The advantage is that you both 
understand each other’s lifestyles and can 
manage expectations regarding socialising or 
family time. On the downside, working in the 
same field and sharing a common circle can 
limit personal space and conversations since 
you’re already aware of each other’s work and 

situations surrounding 
it. Life is more 

interesting with a 
few mysteries in 

it (laughs).

WE NEED TIME 
TO HEAL: TOYA

I believe 
we need to 

be a bit more 
patient and 

give them 
time to 

settle in and 
understand 

before 
expecting 

changes. 
However, the 

anger and 
frustration 

accumulated 
over the past 

15 years will 
take time to 
heal. Having 

regained our 
voices, we are 
often making 

things 
difficult 

for those in 
power.

As a victim of 
cyberbullying myself, I 
advocate for reforming 
the Cyber Security Act 

rather than repealing it.
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