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Tortured 
elephant 
rescued in 
Cumilla
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Forest officials yesterday 
rescued an elephant, that 
was tortured by several 
people as seen in a video 
that recently went viral, in 
Cumilla. 

The injured elephant was 
first located near Bakhrabad 
Gas Field in Debidwar 
upazila. Later, officials from 
the Forest Department, with 
support from locals, rescued 
the animal from Sonaullah 
village under Muradnagar 
upazila around dawn 
following a nightlong effort, 
said a press release.

The animal has been 
provided with primary 
treatment, and an effort is 
on to send it to the safari 
park in Gazipur, it also read.

The elephant’s mahout 
was detained, while legal 
action against its owner was 
underway, the release added.

A video of the elephant 
being tortured by several 
people near a fire service 
station in Cumilla’s 
Daudkandi upazila went 
viral on social media on 
Monday.

As the incident came 
to her notice, Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan, adviser of 
the interim government 
to the Ministry of Forest, 
Environment and Climate 
Change, gave a directive 
to rescue the elephant 
immediately.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Fire Service and Civil Defence personnel 
yesterday entered the basement of Gazi 
Tyres factory in Rupganj of Narayanganj, 
which came under arson attack on 
Sunday, but found no victims there.

The firefighters also noticed that small 
fires were still burning at some places 
inside the building.

Meanwhile, a delegation from 
Bangladesh University of Engineering 
and Technology inspected the building 
yesterday and said it would be “very 
risky” to carry out rescue operations on 
its upper floors.

Miscreants looted and set fire to the 
factory building, owned by former Awami 
League minister Golam Dastagir Gazi, on 
Sunday night, hours after Gazi’s arrest.

Following the incident, many families 
gathered in front of the building claiming 
that their loved ones were trapped inside 
the factory.

However, even four days after the 
incident, the fire service has yet to start 
rescue operations inside the building.

Anwarul Haque, assistant director 
of the Fire Service and Civil Defence, 
yesterday said, “The probe committee and 
a team of experts, including a delegation 
from Buet, determined that the upper 
floors of the building were structurally 
too risky to allow for safe entry. However, 
the fire service conducted thorough 
searches in the basement area, but no 
dead bodies were found there.” 

He also said the drone footage showed 
no evidence of bodies as well.

“The rods are exposed on every floor, 
the columns have expanded, and the 
beams are bent. We cannot conduct 
search and recovery work in the building 
under the circumstances,” he added.

Abdul Mannan, deputy assistant 
director of fire service in Narayanganj, 
said they have yet to decide how to 
conduct a rescue operation in the 
building.

Earlier yesterday morning, following 
an invitation from Narayanganj deputy 
commissioner Mohammad Mahmudul 
Hoque, Prof Raquib Ahsan of Buet’s civil 
engineering department, inspected the 
building’s surroundings and consulted 
with fire service personnel and others to 
determine whether it would be possible 
to enter the building for search and 
rescue operations

Talking to journalists later, Prof 
Raquib said it would be “very risky” to 
carry out rescue operations there.

“I observed the building’s exterior 
and, with help of the fire service’s ladder, 
viewed as much as possible inside. I also 
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Over 1,000 
killed in 
student-led 
protests
Says health adviser

STAR REPORT

Health Adviser to the 
interim government 
Nurjahan Begum yesterday 
said more than a thousand 
people were killed and over 
400 blinded during the 
recent anti-discrimination 
student movement. 

Many victims lost one 
or both eyes amid the 
agitation, she said while 
briefing reporters after 
visiting the Central Police 
Hospital in Rajarbagh, 

She said numerous 
injured policemen are 
currently undergoing 
treatment.

“Many suffered leg and 
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DMCH plans to 
get rid of brokers 

in 100 days
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH) 
authorities have taken a 100-day programme to 
improve the quality of health services, said its 
director yesterday.

Speaking to the reporters at a press 
conference, he announced various plans, 
including renovation of cabins, increasing ICU 
beds and prevention of brokers within 100 days.

The press conference was held at the hospital. 
Director Brig Gen Md Asaduzzaman said anti-

corruption activities will be strengthened in the 
next 100 days. Initiatives will be taken to ensure 
behavioural change to improve the relationship 
between doctors, nurses and healthcare workers 
with patients.

Besides, initiatives will be taken to strengthen 
healthcare-related research activities, health 
education activities. Reception booths or 
information centres will also be set up. 

To ensure free healthcare, there are plans to 
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Gonoforum 
pledges full 
support to 
interim govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gonoforum will set aside 
internal differences and 
provide full cooperation 
to the interim government 
to address the current 
situation in the country, 
said the party’s founder 
and Emeritus President Dr 
Kamal Hossain at a press 
conference yesterday.

“The leaders and activists 
of Gonoforum will work 
alongside students and the 
public to rebuild the country 
and support the interim 
government,” he said.

The press conference, 
held at the National Press 
Club in Dhaka, marked the 
31st founding anniversary 
of Gonoforum.
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Street vendor Al Amin travels to Dhaka from Narsingdi’s Baburhat area to sell gamcha (towels made of cotton 
fabric) on the roads every day. He sells 50-60 gamcha per day at Tk 50-Tk 150 each. The photo was taken 
recently near the Jatiya Press Club in the capital. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS


