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Street vendor Al Amin travels to Dhaka from Narsingdi’s Baburhat area to sell gamcha (towels made of cotton
fabric) on the roads every day. He sells 50-60 gamcha per day at Tk 50-Tk 150 each. The photo was taken
recently near the Jatiya Press Club in the capital.
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authorities have taken a 100-day programme to

yesterday

to the interim government
to address the current
situation in the country,
said the party’s founder
and Emeritus President Dr
Kamal Hossain at a press
conference yesterday.

“The leaders and activists
of Gonoforum will work
alongside students and the
public to rebuild the country
and support the interim
government,” he said.

improve the quality of health services, said its
director yesterday.

Speaking to the reporters at a press
conference, he announced various plans,
including renovation of cabins, increasing ICU
beds and prevention of brokers within 100 days.

The press conference was held at the hospital.

Director Brig Gen Md Asaduzzaman said anti-
corruption activities will be strengthened in the
next 100 days. Initiatives will be taken to ensure
behavioural change to improve the relationship
between doctors, nurses and healthcare workers
with patients.

Besides, initiatives will be taken to strengthen

placed
former
commerce minister Tipu
Munshi on a four-day
remand in connection
with the murder of Sumon
Shikder, 31, who was Kkilled
in the capital’'s Badda
area during the Anti-
Discrimination Student
Movement.

Dhaka Metropolitan
Magistrate  Ali  Haider
passed the order after police

Sundarbans

to reopen for
fishers, tourists
from Sept 1

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

The Sundarbans will reopen
to tourists and various
permitted businesses from
September 1, following a
three-month closure.

From that day, fishermen
and tourists will be able to
enter the world’s largest
mangrove forest  after
obtaining a permit from
the Department of Forest.

The restriction, which
was in effect from June
1 to August 31, aimed to
protect the wildlife of the
Sundarbans during the
breeding season of animals
and fish, Mihir Kumar,
conservator of forests in
the Khulna region, told The
Daily Star.

Hundreds of fishermen
are preparing their boats
and nets to fish in the rivers
and canals. Tour operators
have also begun taking
bookings after completing
renovations on their boats.

Shivpada  Biswas, a
fisherman from Khalsibunia
village in Khulna’s
Batiaghata, said he has been
fishing in the Sundarbans
for the last 30 years and has
already obtained his permit.

Nazmul Azam David,
general secretary of the
Tour Operators Association
of Sundarbans, expressed
concern that bookings for
tours have yet to pick up.

ARSON ATTACK ON GAZI TYRES FACTORY

No victims found in
basement: fire service

Building too risky for rescue operation,
says Buet delegation

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Fire Service and Civil Defence personnel
yesterday entered the basement of Gazi
Tyres factory in Rupganj of Narayanganj,
which came under arson attack on
Sunday, but found no victims there.

The firefighters also noticed that small
fires were still burning at some places
inside the building.

Meanwhile, a delegation from
Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology inspected the building
yesterday and said it would be “very
risky” to carry out rescue operations on
its upper floors.

Miscreants looted and set fire to the
factory building, owned by former Awami
League minister Golam Dastagir Gazi, on
Sunday night, hours after Gazi’s arrest.

Following the incident, many families
gathered in front of the building claiming
that their loved ones were trapped inside
the factory.

However, even four days after the
incident, the fire service has yet o start
rescue operations inside the building.

Anwarul Haque, assistant director
of the Fire Service and Civil Defence,
yesterday said, “The probe committee and
a team of experts, including a delegation
from Buet, determined that the upper
floors of the building were structurally
too risky to allow for safe entry. However,
the fire service conducted thorough

“The rods are exposed on every floor,
the columns have expanded, and the
beams are bent. We cannot conduct
search and recovery work in the building
under the circumstances,” he added.

Abdul Mannan, deputy assistant
director of fire service in Narayanganj,
said they have yet to decide how to
conduct a rescue operation in the
building.
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Farlier yesterday morning, following
an invitation from Narayanganj deputy
commissioner Mohammad Mahmudul
Hoque, Prof Raquib Ahsan of Buet’s civil
engineering department, inspected the
building’s surroundings and consulted
with fire service personnel and others to
determine whether it would be possible
to enter the building for search and
rescue operations

Talking to journalists later, Prof
Raquib said it would be “very risky” to
carry out rescue operations there.

searches in the basement area, but no
dead bodies were found there.”

He also said the drone footage showed
no evidence of bodies as well.

“I observed the building’s exterior
and, with help of the fire service’s ladder,
viewed as much as possible inside. I also
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