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A 24-year-old mason fatally shot in the chest in Gazipur. A 16-year-old 
student gunned down by cops in Tangail. A 37-year-old driver shot dead in 
Dhaka. At least 400 lives (the actual number could be much higher) were 

lost when law enforcers opened fire on protesters during the recent unrest. 
But these victims are not just statistics; they are children, parents, and 

friends. In this report, we try to know the stories of three such names among 
these tragic numbers.

More than just 

NUMBERSSTAFF CORRESPONDENT

The education system should be reformed, where basic 
education should be extended up to class 12, said Prof 
Salimullah Khan yesterday. 

“All students must read all subjects of science, 
history, mathematics, and others till 12th class, 
which would be free of cost. After that, they should 
have opportunities to select subjects for their higher 
education,” he said.

He was speaking at a discussion titled “What Kind 
of Education System We Want” at Dhaka University’s 
RC Majumdar Arts Auditorium, organised by Amader 
Pathshala -- an initiative for deprived children.

Terming the current system of universities “sick,” 
Prof Salimullah said there is no higher education 
system here at all. “We need to focus on technical 
education first. After completing the basic education, 
most students need to go for technical education to 
learn the basic skills of earning,” he said. 

Local universities could never truly become 
universities and couldn’t achieve the international 
standard, he said, adding that college and professional 
education must be separated.

Regarding reforming the 
primary schools, he said the schools 
need to be turned into creative schools, 
where children will feel the happiness of invention. 

Besides, investment will be required for the primary 
school teachers, he added. 

“The teachers should get higher pay scales and 
get more respect and financial support. With these, 
the whole system can be reformed within the next 10 
years,” he added.

At the event, Prof Samina Luthfa of Sociology at 
Dhaka University said students have earned the power to 
hold teachers accountable about their duties following 
the July upsurge. “Now it’s time to handle this power 
with responsibilities. You have the responsibility to 
become a proper human being. When you [students] get 
people’s support and confidence, your responsibilities 
increase at the same time,” she said.

“If you think you have liberated Bangladesh for the 
second time, so you have the rights to do anything 
you want; you can hit anyone anytime... This cannot 
happen,” she added.

Education system 
needs reform
Prof Salimullah tells event

All students must read all subjects of 
science, history, mathematics, and 
others till 12th class, which would be 
free of cost. After that, they 
should have opportunities 
to select subjects for 
their higher education.

PROF SALIMULLAH

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

Masum Billah, 24, started 
working as a mason a few years 
back as he could not continue 
his studies after passing SSC 
examination.

Hailing from Naluapara village 
in Netrakona’s Durgapur upazila, 
he was working as a mason in 
Mawna area of Gazipur. 

With his earning, he was 
taking care of his five-member 
family single-handedly, as 
his father Saidur Rahman, a 
marginal farmer, could hardly 
work any more due to old age. 

On July 28, Masum visited his 
family and returned on the same 
night due to a call from workplace. 

‘How will 
we survive 
without him?’
Laments father of 
Masum who was 
shot dead on Aug 5

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Jasim Uddin Howladar, 37, from 
Patuakhali’s Dumki upazila, 
used to work as a driver for a 
Dhaka-based non-government 
organisation.

He was the lone earning 
member for his family comprising 
his elderly in-laws, wife and three 
children, who live in Pangashia 
villager under the upazila.

A bullet put an end to Jasim’s 
life, and left his family facing days 

of uncertainty.
On July 19, Jasim left his 

house in Dhaka’s Adabor area 

‘All our hope is gone’
Says wife of Jasim who was

shot in Dhaka
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‘Rebuild Shidhu-
Kanu sculpture 
within 15 days’
Demand indigenous 
communities
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

People from indigenous communities in Kaharol 
upazila of Dinajpur yesterday demonstrated 
protesting the vandalism of Shidhu-Kanu sculpture 
at Kantanagar (Tevaga Intersection) on August 5.

They also blocked a road in front of Dinajpur 
Press Club for an hour as part of their agitation.

Speakers at the event demanded that the 
authorities concerned take prompt steps to rebuild 
the sculpture within next 15 days, and warned of 
greater movement, if their demand is not met. 

They handed over a memorandum addressed 
to the chief adviser, to Shakil Ahmed, the deputy 
commissioner of Dinajpur, with 9-point demand 
including forming separate land commission 
for indigenous people, punishment for those 
who vandalised the Shidhu-Kanu sculpture, and 
punishment of those who vandalised, torched and 
looted houses of people belonging to indigenous 
communities across the country since August 5.

Around 2,000 people from the communities, 
alongside representatives of Adivasi Chhatra 
Janata, Jatiya Adivasi Parishad, and Adivasi 
Mukti Morcha, and students of different public 
universities and colleges joined the agitation.

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

“We are finally free” is what 
16-year-old Maruf thought when 
he came to know about Sheikh 
Hasina’s resignation on August 5. 

He thought the worst days 
were behind him, and his 
friends won’t be killed again for 
demanding what is right.

After weeks, he finally felt safe. 
So he joined the celebrations 

in a “free” country, only to be 

gunned down by cops in Tangail 
just hours after Hasina’s fall.

‘He was just a boy, why 
did police shoot him?’

Says mother of Maruf who was 
killed in Tangail
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PUBLIC ADMIN MINISTRY

Mokhlesur new 
senior secretary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dr Mokhlesur Rahman, 
an officer of BCS 
administration cadre 
from batch-82, has been 
appointed as the new senior 
secretary to the Ministry of 
Public Administration.

A Harvard University graduate, Mokhlesur 
previously served as deputy commissioner 
of Moulvibazar, divisional commissioner of 
Chattogram, secretary to ACC, and secretary to 
Public Service Commission.

His joined his office at the ministry yesterday 
afternoon, Mohammad Zakir Hossain, senior 
information officer of the ministry, told the media.

Earlier, Mohammed Mesbah Uddin Chowdhury 
was removed from the post of senior secretary to the 
ministry and was made an officer on special duty.


