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Asiatic 3Sixty 
supports 
flood relief 
efforts
STAR REPORT

The Asiatic 3Sixty family 
has come together to 
support those affected 
by the recent floods, 
contributing one day’s 
salary to a relief fund, said 
a press release.

This effort was further 
amplified by matching 
contributions from the 
organisations under the 
Asiatic 3Sixty umbrella, 
effectively doubling the 
total amount collected.

The full donation has been 
handed over to the Chief 
Adviser’s Relief Fund of the 
interim government.   This 
fund will be used to provide 
essential supplies such as 
food, clean water, medical 
assistance, and other critical 
support to flood victims.

HC scraps petition
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Supreme Court lawyer 
Kamrul Hasan submitted 
the petition as a public 
interest litigation on 
August 20.

In the petition, he also 
requested the HC to form 
an inquiry committee to 
identify those responsible 
for formulating the 
“wrong curriculum” and 
to suspend the current 

curriculum.
“There are lots of errors 

in the curriculum and 
syllabus of secondary 
level education and the 
student’s guardians have 
reportedly expressed 
concern with this issue,” 
Kamrul Hasan told The 
Daily Star. 

He also said he will again 
move the same petition 
before the HC later.

70 indigenous families attacked
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The student leaders called 
on the government to 
restore the damaged 
sculpture.

Specific incidents 
highlighted during the 
press conference include 
the torching and looting of 
homes in Pipalla village, Biral 
upazila, and Birganj upazila 
in Dinajpur, leaving many 
residents displaced out of fear. 

In Bochaganj, 12 bighas 
of land belonging to the 

indigenous communities 
were seized, and in 
Parbatipur upazila, houses 
were occupied after being 
set on fire.

Further attacks were 
reported in Ranisankail 
upazila of Thakurgaon, 
where four houses were 
burned down. 

In Godagari upazila 
of Rajshahi, several 
villages were targeted, 
with valuables worth Tk 
10 lakh looted. Similar 

incidents occurred in 
Chapainawabganj Sadar 
upazila, where fish from 
several ponds were looted, 
and in Patnitola upazila 
of Naogaon, where shops 
owned by indigenous 
families were ransacked.

The students at the press 
conference demanded a 
thorough investigation 
into the attacks and 
immediate government 
action to protect the 
affected communities.

Most KCC dev projects halted
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those? I want to surrender 
and hand over the 
remaining work to KCC 
authorities to prevent 
further losses,” he said.

Echoing him, Ziaul Ahsan 
Titu, proprietor of Ziaul 
Traders and also councillor 
of ward-28, said, “My safety 
is my first priority now. My 
materials and equipment 
have been looted from the 
work site already. However, 
if I get security from the 

authorities, I will complete 
the remaining work in time.”

Visiting at least seven 
wards including 21, 25, 28, 
and 9, this correspondent 
observed that sand, stones 
and other materials were 
left scattered on road near 
the construction sites. Only 
a few workers were seen on 
some sites.

K u d r a t - e - K h u d a , 
president of Sanak Khulna 
unit, called upon the KCC 
authorities to restore public 

confidence by addressing 
the issue and finding a 
way to resume the works 
of these crucial projects 
immediately, alongside 
ensuring transparency and 
accountability, and steps to 
prevent future disruptions.

C o n t a c t e d , 
Moshiuzzaman Khan, chief 
engineer of KCC, said work 
has already resumed on 11 
project sites while steps are 
on to resume the rest.

No flowers
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well-wishers not to come 
and exchange greetings 
with flowers and other 
stuff, as the country is 
going through a crisis, said 
sources at his office.

“The context of my 
taking charge is a bit 
different. The blood of 
the martyrs has not yet 
dried. Many students are 
screaming in pain. On 
the other hand, millions 
of people are living in 
dire straits due to the 
current flood situation 
in the country. As part 
of our sympathy to all 
of them, we request you 
refrain from any lavish 
arrangements, including 
flowers, at this time,” 
Professor Niaz said.

A circular from the 
education ministry 
yesterday announced that 
President Md Shahabuddin, 
as chancellor of the 
university, appointed him 
under the Dhaka University 
Order, 1973.

He replaced Prof ASM 
Maksud Kamal, who 
resigned from the post of 
DU VC on August 10.

Prof Niaz was the 
former chairman of 
the Department of 
Development Studies at 
DU. He also was a pro-vice 
chancellor at Independent 
University, Bangladesh.

He has a distinguished 
career in academia and 
development management. 
He holds a PhD degree 
with distinction from the 
University of Wales Swansea 
and has earned numerous 
scholarships, including 
the UK Commonwealth 
Scholarship.

He subsequently 
pursued postdoctoral 
research at the University 
of Oxford, University 
College Swansea, and Asian 
Institute of Technology.

Prof Niaz also served as 
the Bangladesh Country 
Representative of the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature.

Russia interested
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This project, which benefits 
from Russian technical 
and financial support, is 
nearing completion and 
is expected to become 
operational next year. 

Additionally, Russia is 
keen on exporting LNG to 
Bangladesh and constructing 
a gas pipeline from Bhola to 
Khulna, he noted.

Chief Adviser Yunus 
acknowledged Russia’s 
historical support during 
Bangladesh’s Liberation 
War and its crucial mine-
cleaning operations at 
Chittagong Port. 

He urged Russia to 
increase its imports 
from Bangladesh and 
emphasised the need for 
expanded economic and 

educational cooperation.
In a separate courtesy call, 

Saudi Arabia’s Ambassador 
Essa Yousef Essa Al Duhailan 
informed Yunus that 
approximately 3.2 million 
Bangladeshi workers in 
Saudi Arabia send around 
$10 billion in remittances 
annually, with half sent 
through official channels. 

Yunus praised Saudi 
Arabia as a key friend 
of Bangladesh and 
reminisced about his visit 
to the country for the 
World Football Summit. A

Ambassador Essa Yousef 
also raised the issue of 
renewing passports for 
69,000 undocumented 
Bangladeshi residents in 
Saudi Arabia and discussed 
Saudi interest in investing 

further in Bangladesh’s 
logistics, services, and 
renewable energy sectors.

Meanwhile, during a 
meeting with Pakistani 
High Commissioner Syed 
Ahmed Maroof, Yunus 
called for the revival of 
SAARC to enhance regional 
cooperation and boost 
economic ties in South 
Asia. He expressed hope 
that SAARC could become 
a model for regional 
integration similar to the 
European Union.

Marooof emphasised the 
need to revitalise trade and 
economic relations between 
the two countries and 
advocated for easing visa 
procedures and establishing 
direct flights between 
Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Menon, Inu
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In the case, the complainant 
alleged that some of the 
accused as per instruction 
directly or indirectly 
from some others opened 
fire while hundreds of 
students, including Rubel, 
were protesting in Adabor 
on August 5.

Rubel succumbed to 
bullet wounds at a hospital 
two days later, the case said.

Another Dhaka court 
placed Hasanul Haq Inu on 
a seven-day remand in the 
Abdul Wadud murder case.

Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Md Ali Haider 
passed the order after 
police produced him with 
a 10-day remand prayer, 
court sources said.

On August 21, Abdur 
Rahman, the victim’s 
brother-in-law, filed the 
case with New Market Police 
Station against former 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina and 129 others.

Besides this case, Inu has 
been accused in several other 
cases after Hasina resigned 
and fled on August 5 in the 
face of a mass uprising.

Meanwhile, in the 
courtroom, a group of 
pro-BNP lawyers hurled 
expletives and attempted 
to attack Inu and Menon. 
Some unruly lawyers even 
threw eggs at them despite 
law enforcers’ presence.

Release detained
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five years after his 
disappearance.

Mikel, reading from 
a written statement, 
demanded the release of 
individuals held in the 
secret detention centre 
known as “Aynaghar”.

He said that over the 
past 15 years, more than 50 
UPDF leaders and activists 
have been killed without 
trial, disappeared, arrested, 
or tortured.

Mikel called for an end to 
military control in the CHT, 
arguing that democracy 

is impossible under such 
conditions.

He expressed support for 
the interim government but 
stressed the importance of 
including the CHT in any 
upcoming reform plans to 
prevent the resurgence of a 
fascist regime.

Yunus now heading 6 ministries
FROM PAGE 3

Local Government, 
Rural Development and 
Cooperatives Ministry as 
well as the Ministry of Land.

Brigadier General (retd) 
M Shakhawat Hossain was 
given the charge of the 

shipping ministry while 
Social Welfare Adviser 
Sharmin S Murshid was 
given charge of the women 
and children affairs 
ministry, according to the 
circular.

Yunus is now in charge 

of the Cabinet Division, 
the Ministry of Defence, 
the Armed Forces Division, 
the Ministry of Food, 
the Ministry of Public 
Administration, and the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation 
and Tourism.

CITY

Four AL leaders
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accused attacked the police 
station and beat up police 
personnel.

A few law enforcers 
sheltered in many areas, 
but the attackers dragged 
them back to the police 
station and mercilessly 
beat them to death.

At least 15 police 
personnel were killed during 

the attack. Thirteen died 
on the spot, and two others 
died in hospital. Attackers 
also vandalised and torched 
the police station.

Enayetpur Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Hasibullah Hasib said they 
have recorded the case and 
are investigating it.

“Police are trying to nab 
the culprits,” he said.


