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Written exams 
of 46th BCS 
suspended
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The written tests of the 
46th BCS examination, 
scheduled to be held 
between August 28 
and September 9, were 
suspended yesterday due to 
unavoidable circumstances.

The Bangladesh Public 
Service Commission issued 
a press release in this regard.

The date and time of 
the tests (compulsory and 
post-related subjects) will 
be notified through a press 
release at an appropriate 
time, said the press release 
signed by Ananda Kumar 
Biswas, exam controller 
(cadre) of BPSC.
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Six killed in road crashes
STAR REPORT

At least six people were killed and nine 
others injured in separate road accidents 
in Mymensingh, Barishal, Brahmanbaria 
and Munshiganj districts. 

In Mymensingh, a freedom fighter 
was killed in a road accident on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway in Boilor area of 
Trishal upazila yesterday morning.

The victim, Md Shafiqul Islam, 75, was 
a resident of Boilor Boro Pukurpar area 
in the upazila and was a retired manager 
of Krishi Bank, police said.

Shafiqul was crossing the highway 
around 11:00am when speeding 
motorcycle hit him, leaving him critically 
injured, said Md Kamal Hossain, officer-
in-charge of Trishal Police Station.

He was taken to Mymensingh Medical 
College hospital where doctors declared 
him dead. A case was later lodged with 
the police station in this connection, the 
OC added.

In Barishal, a woman and her son were 
killed and four others were injured as their 

three-wheeler was hit by a Dhaka-bound 
passenger bus of Jamuna Line Paribahan 
from opposite direction on Dhaka-Barishal 
Highway in Gournadi upazila yesterday.

The deceased were identified as Soma 
Begum, 30, and her son Azmain, 3, of 
Islampur village under Babuganj upazila 
of the district.

The incident took place at around 
1:30pm in Bezhar area.

All six passengers of the three-wheeler 
were injured in the accident and were 
taken to Barishal Sher-e-Bangla Medical 
College Hospital, where Soma and her son 
were declared dead, said Golam Rasul, OC 
of Gournadi Highway Police Station.

In Brahmanbaria, a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw hit a motorcycle, leaving its rider 
and pillion dead, while five passengers of 
the auto-rickshaw including its driver 
sustained injuries.

The incident took place in Kodda area 
of   Brahmanbaria Sadar upazila yesterday 
noon. 

The deceased are: Mahibul Islam 
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Firearms licences issued 
over last 15yrs suspended

Home adviser discusses issues of law and 
order, police reform with French ambassador

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Ministry of Home Affairs has 
suspended all firearms licences issued to 
civilians over the past 15 years during the 
tenure of the Awami League government.

Licensed arms holders have been 
instructed to deposit their 
firearms and ammunition at 
the nearest police station 
by September 3, according 
to a circular issued by the 
Public Security Division of 
the ministry. 

The circular, signed by 
Md Johirul Haque, senior 
assistant secretary of the 
ministry, states that licences 
granted between January 6, 2009, and 
August 5, 2024, are suspended.

The suspension came hours after 
Home Affairs Adviser Lt Gen (retd) 
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury met French 
Ambassador to Bangladesh Marie 
Masdupuy at the Secretariat yesterday. 

During the meeting, various issues 
such as law and order, police reform, 
and the recovery of illegal arms were 
discussed.

The ambassador expressed concern 
over arms looted from different police 

stations, to which the home adviser 
responded that a crackdown 

would be launched soon to 
recover these weapons.

Jahangir also noted that 
while the law and order 
situation in Bangladesh is 
gradually improving, certain 

challenges remain due to 
various public demands and 

protests. 
However, he expressed 

optimism that the situation would 
improve in the near future.

The ambassador also inquired about 
government efforts to reform the police 
force. 

Jahangir explained that the police 
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Vegetable prices 
soar in Ctg

Green chilli now Tk 550-700 per kg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prices of vegetables in Chattogram 
city’s kitchen markets have surged 
in the last few days, driven by the 
flooding on highways and the 
suspension of transport services.

Green chilli is currently being sold 
at Tk 550 to Tk 700 per kg, tomatoes 
at Tk 590 per kg, and other vegetables 
ranging from Tk 90 to Tk 520 per kg 
at the retail level in Chattogram.

This correspondent visited 
several kitchen markets, including 
those in the 2 No Gate, Kazir Dewri, 
and Karnaphuli Complex areas, 
and observed similar pricing trends 
across all locations.

At the city’s prime wholesale 
market in Riazuddin Bazar, most 
stalls were found empty. Several 
vegetable vendors attributed the 
price hikes to the floods and the 
resulting transportation crisis, which 
have significantly reduced supply.

The ongoing flood situation and 
subsequent supply shortages have 
severely impacted retail kitchen 
markets in the city. Retail traders 
said vegetable prices have increased 
by at least 70 to 100 percent in the 
last three days.

In retail markets, bottle gourd, 
pumpkin, and sweet gourd are being 
sold at Tk 90 per kg, brinjal at Tk 
140, beans at Tk 250, cauliflower at 
Tk 580, pointed gourd at Tk 140, 
snake gourd at Tk 120, bitter gourd 

at Tk 150, ladyfingers at Tk 100, and 
cucumbers at Tk 110 per kg.

Abul Hashem, a vegetable trader at 
Kazir Dewri retail market, said, “Last 
Friday, I sold gourd at Tk 50 per kg, 
whereas the current price ranges from 
Tk 90 to Tk 100. Additionally, the 
price of green chilli, which was Tk 250 
per kg on Friday, has surged to Tk 590.

“Prices of all types of vegetables 
have increased due to low supply in 
the market,” he added.

Nurul Alam, a wholesale trader 
and owner of Shah Amanat Trading 
at Riazuddin Bazar, explained 
that a significant portion of the 
vegetables supplied to Chattogram 
city originates from markets in 
Sitakunda, Mirsarai, Feni, Noakhali, 
and Cumilla regions. 

Recent flooding has severely 
impacted crop yields in these areas, 
leading to a reduction in vegetable 
supply by approximately 60-70 
percent.

Last Friday, I sold gourd at 
Tk 50 per kg, whereas the 

current price ranges from Tk 
90 to Tk 100. Additionally, 

the price of green chilli, 
which was Tk 250 per kg on 

Friday, has surged to Tk 590.

ABUL HASHEM
Vegetable trader

Vegetable prices in Chattogram markets have surged due to floods and transportation disruptions.
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NSU faculty 
condemn 
violence on 
campus
STAR REPORT

Faculty members of 
North South University 
yesterday condemned the 
incidents of violence and 
intimidation that occurred 
on the university campus 
on August 21.

In a press statement, they 
said a group of individuals 
entered the NSU campus 
armed with firearms and 
verbally assaulted several 
faculty members present 
on the premises.

The statement claimed 
that during a gathering 
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