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between us. Through this 
effort, we have reached 
a stage where personal 
ideologies are set aside; what 
matters now is our shared 
identity as Bangladeshis,” 
he told The Daily Star.

Dr Samina Luthfa, 
professor of Sociology at 
Dhaka University, said, 
“The way TSC became a 
centre for relief during 
the floods of ’88 and ’98 
is something we haven’t 
seen in a long time. These 
are encouraging signs. It 
shows that the people of 
Bangladesh, who have been 
enduring severe repression 
and persecution, are now 
trying to transform the 
country into a democratic 
one.”

“Previously, everything 
was controlled by a specific 
group of people who 
wouldn’t let others in; 

everything bore their mark. 
Since the situation changed, 
anyone can now contribute 
to any social initiative, 
knowing that it won’t 
become a part of Awami 
League, Chhatra League, or 
the prime minister’s relief 
fund,” she added.

Prof Tanzim Uddin Khan 
echoed the sentiment.

“For the past 16 years, 
we have seen these kinds 
of initiatives be limited to 
the government’s student 
organisations. But before 
that, during any crisis, 
we used to see collective 
participation from 
everyone. It seems that 
we have returned to that 
place,” he said.

“This is the beauty of DU, 
where, in times of national 
crisis, everyone ensures 
their participation equally 
to overcome it,” he added.

Govt mobilised
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Besides, initiatives will be 
taken to properly manage 
the silt coming from 
upstream, while action 
will be taken against those 
engaged in illegal dredging, 
she added.

She said all 
embankments will be 
repaired on time to control 
flooding, instructing 
government officials to 
involve students and local 
residents in all activities.

During her visit, she 
was briefed on the flood 
situation, the condition of 
affected people, and the 
progress of rehabilitation 
efforts.

Prior to this, she held 
discussions with the local 
administration, media, 
and civil society on the 
flood situation in Habiganj 
district.
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Jahangirnagar University 
student Nafisa Sharmin 
told The Daily Star that 
she could not learn the 
whereabouts of her uncle’s 
family for three days. 

“I was able to contact 
my grandfather and 
grandmother three days 
back. They had said that 
water levels had reached 
the first floor of their home 
at that time. They were 
staying on the roof, but 
now I cannot reach them,” 
said Jabir Abdulla, another 
DU student.

The ongoing floods in 
Bangladesh have claimed 
the lives of at least13 people 
so far, with more than 44 
lakh people affected across 
11 districts, according to 
the Ministry of Disaster 
Management and Relief 
yesterday.

Pellets pierced his eyes
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Then a clash ensued 
between protesters and 
policemen. An armoured 
police car came to the spot 
around 5:20pm and the 
policemen began firing 
pellets at the protesters 
indiscriminately, said 
Saikat Ali, a coordinator of 
the student protesters who 
was there.

During the firing, Shuvo 
slipped and fell while trying 
to flee from the spot. As 
he stood up again, he was 
hit by several pellets in his 
head, body and both of 
his eyes. Some protesters 
rushed him to the nearby 
Bogura Nursing Home, 
where the on-duty doctor, 
Md Moshiur, declared him 
dead at 6:30pm.

However, some 
protesters took his body 
to Bogura Shaheed Ziaur 
Rahman Medical College 
Hospital, hoping that he 
might still be alive, but 
the on-duty doctor there 
declared him to be dead as 
well.

Thus, Shuvo became the 
first person to lose his life 
amid protests in Bogura.

“Shuvo suffered a 
severe head injury as 

pellets entered his skull. 
He died of intracranial 
hemorrhage,” said Md 
Saleh, a medical officer at 
the emergency department 
of the hospital.

Shuvo’s identity could 
not be ascertained till 
around 8:30pm. Later, 
his foster parents were 
informed and they 
collected his body from the 
hospital.

“Shuvo had been living 
with us since he was seven-
years-old. His real father 
was Bablu Mia of Karihat 
village under Nandigram 
upazila. Bablu had passed 
away earlier,” said Ashik.

“I also used to collect 
bottles in the past, when 
one day I met Shuvo at 
Bogura Railway Station 
premises some nine years 
back. The small boy came 
and hugged me and called 
me mother. Since then, 
he lived with us. We have 
four children, but we loved 
him as our own son,” said 
Shapla.

“We searched for 
Shuvo’s family but found 
no one. He also refused to 
leave us. I demand justice 
for my Shuvo’s death,” she 
added.

Sagor died a martyr
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ruined,” he added, breaking 
into tears.

A third-year honours 
student of accounting at 
Phulbaria Degree College 
in Mymensingh, Sagor 
sustained critical bullet 
injuries in his chest during 
the clash. He was rushed 
to MMCH where doctors 
declared him dead.

Sagor’s mother, Rahima 
Khatun, a bed-ridden 
cancer patient, has been 
unresponsive since her 
son’s demise.

On the fateful day, Sagor 
repaired the water tank 
of the family’s residence 
in Akua Chowrongir Mor 
(intersection) area before 
going out around 5:00pm.

“All our family’s savings 
have been spent in the 
past eight years for the 
treatment of my mother. 
Due to our financial strains, 
bhaiya [Sagor] started 
working at a computer shop 
to bear his educational 
expenses as well as mine,” 
said Sagor’s younger sister 
Afia Tabassum Supti, a 
first-year honours student 
of management at Govt 
Ananda Mohan College.

“In the morning, bhaiya, 

our cousins and I had tea 
in the house. Then, in the 
evening, bhaiya was no 
more,” Supti said, also 
breaking down in tears.

“Sagor became a 
martyr, shedding blood in 
a just movement,” said his 
grandfather Md Siddique 
Hossain, 84. 

Locals said Sagor was 
not only a meritorious 
student, but was always 
the first person to come 
forward and help his 
neighbours whenever they 
needed support.

Mohammad Mainuddin, 
officer-in-charge of 
Kotwali Police Station, 
said police lodged a case 
on July 20 against 600 
unnamed persons over the 
clashes involving activists 
of AL and its associated 
organisations, and student 
protesters.

The clashes left Sagor 
dead and some 30 others 
injured, he also said, 
adding that investigation is 
on to identify and nab the 
culprits.

Adiba still waits for her father
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for him to return with 
chips and biscuits for her.

“Adiba does not 
understand that her father 
is no more. She still says 
her father will bring chips, 
bread and biscuit for her 
when he returns home,” 
said her grandmother 
Jamena Begum.

Mobarak used to work 
at an electric shop in 
Dhaka’s Nawabpur area. 
His younger brother, 
Mosharraf Hossain, also 
works there.

“As my brother returned 
home after offering Juma 
prayers, Adiba wanted to 
eat some chips. Mobarak 
then went out again to buy 
chips for her, when a clash 
between cops and students 
was going on outside. The 
cops were firing at student 
protesters. My brother was 
hit by a bullet right in front 

of our rented house. On 
information, we went out 
to recover his body and 
took him to DMCH, where 
doctors declared him 
dead,” Mosharraf said.

Mobarak’s untimely 
demise has left his wife 
Shanta Akter in dire straits. 

“A single bullet 
shattered my entire family. 
How am I going to raise my 
child by myself? Who will 
take care of us?” she asked.

The couple had two 
daughters -- Mehrunnesa 
Adiba, and Mehrunnesa 
Jannat. Jannat died of 
Neuroblastoma, a type of 
cancer, a year ago at the 
young age of just four, said 
family sources.

Jannat underwent a 
year-long treatment before 
she eventually passed away. 
The family had to spend 
around Tk 9 lakh for her 
treatment, much of which 

was borrowed, leading to 
financial strains for the 
family. Mobarak’s demise 
means this financial strain 
is now much worse, said 
Mosharraf. 

“After my brother’s 
death, the rest of the 
family had to remain at 
our village home, while 
I returned to Dhaka to 
join my job. With just my 
earning, it is not possible 
to sustain the family in 
Dhaka,” he added.

Demanding justice for 
Mobarak, Mosharraf and 
Shanta urged authorities 
to properly investigate 
the killing to bring the 
perpetrators to book.

“Mobarak grew up amid 
poverty. He was a humble, 
hard-working person 
with no involvement in 
politics,” said Mohammad 
Alauddin, the local ward 
commissioner.
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Locals separate snails from their shells next to a road. Afterwards, the meat is use to make fish feed, while the 
shells are processed into chicken feed and sold to poultry farms. The women earn around Tk 100 for breaking 
each bag of snails. Around 80-100 families in the village earn their livelihood through this. The photo was taken 
in the Hasanpur village in Khulna recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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Pakistan envoy 
meets Fakhrul
UNB, Dhaka

Pakistan High 
Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Syed Ahmed 
Maroof yesterday met BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir.

The bilateral issues, 
including trade and business 
between the two countries, 
and regional cooperation, 
came up for discussion in 
the hour-long meeting held 
at the BNP Chairperson’s 
Gulshan office.

BNP Standing 
Committee Member 
Amir Khosru Mahmud 
Chowdhury and Special 
Assistant to the BNP 
Chairperson’s Foreign 
Affairs Advisory Committee 
Member Shama Obaid were 
present at the meeting.


