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55 govts use
travel curbs
on critics
Says report

AFP, Washington

At least 55 governments
around the world are using
travel restrictions as part
of their repressive tactics
against perceived political
opponents, according to a
report released yesterday.

Revoking  citizenship,
imposing  travel bans,
confiscating passports and
denying consular services
areamong the methods used
by authoritarian regimes
to restrict the freedom of
movement of people seen
as a threat, according to
Freedom House.

The report was compiled
in part based on interviews
with 31 people from
Belarus, India, Nicaragua,
Rwanda and Saudi Arabia
who “experienced mobility
controls firsthand.”

The governments use
at least one of these four
methods in retribution
for political activism or
dissent, the US nonprofit
dedicated to promoting
democracy said.

Afghanistan’s
Taliban govt
enacts ‘vice
and virtue’ law

AFP, Kabul

Afghanistan’s Taliban
authoritieshaveannounced
the codification of laws
detailing rules of behaviour
and lifestyle based on their
strict interpretation of
Islamic law.

The  35-article law
published in the official
gazette on July 3l
establishes  prohibitions
already generally known
in the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, but its
enactment could allow for
increased control of the
population.

The justice ministry
announced on its website
on Wednesday that the law
had been approved by the
Taliban’s supreme leader,
the reclusive Hibatullah
Akhundzada, who rules by
decree from the southern
city of Kandahar.

The white-coat wearing
personnel of the Ministry
for the Propagation of
Virtue and the Prevention
of Vice in charge of
enforcing the law have been
fixtures of Afghan streets
since the Taliban swept to

Rescuers from Tripura Disaster Management Authority evacuate flood-affected people to a safer place following heavy rains at a village
on the outskirts of Agartala, India yesterday. At least 10 people were killed after heavy rainfall in Agartala led to floods due to overflowing
Gomati River, with over 34,000 persons being displaced, officials said.

Second aircraft carrier
arrives in Middle East

Says US military amid fears of regional conflict; China urges
citizens in Lebanon to leave ‘as soon as possible’

AFP, Washington

The USS Abraham Lincoln
aircraft carrier and accompanying
destroyers have arrived in the
Middle Fast, the US military
said later on Wednesday, after
the country’s defense secretary
ordered the strike group to
accelerate its speed.

The carrier’s arrival brings the
number in the region to two -- at
least temporarily, as the Lincoln
is to replace the USS Theodore
Roosevelt -- at a time of heightened
fears of regional conflict following
high-profile assassinations
claimed by, or blamed on, Israel.

“USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN
72), equipped with F-35C and F/A-
18 Block III fighters, entered the US
Central Command (USCENTCOM)
area of responsibility,” the military
command responsible for the
Middle Fast said on social media.

“The USS Abraham Lincoln
(CVN 72), the flagship of Carrier
Strike Group 3, is accompanied by
Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 21
and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 9,” it
added.

11 that US Defense Secretary Lloyd

in Tehran blamed on Israel killed

Austin had ordered the Lincoln Hamas political leader Ismail
to “accelerate its transit” to the Haniyeh.
Middle Fast, after directing its Meanwhile, China vyesterday

deployment to the region at the
beginning of the month.

Fears of a major escalation have
mounted since Hezbollah and Iran
vowed to respond to twin killings
blamed on Israel late last month.

An Israeli strike on Beirut's
southern suburbs killed a top
Hezbollah  commander, Fuad

urged its citizens in Lebanon
to leave “as soon as possible”,
according to an  embassy
statement.

“Recently, the situation on
the Lebanese-Isracli border has
continued to be tense, and security
circumstances in Lebanon are
severe and complex,” China’s
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Assam plans
law for Muslim
marriages,
divorces

AFP, Guwahati

Indian authorities in Assam
state have introduced a bill
that would require Muslims
to register their marriages
and divorces, with the
chief minister claiming
the measure will help stop
child marriage.

The bill is seen as a
state-level step towards the
government’s proposed
common civil code of law,
which is bitterly opposed
by Muslim activists as an
attack on their faith.

India’s 1.4 billion people
are subject to a common
criminal law, but personal
matters such as marriage,
divorce and inheritance
are governed by varying
rules based on traditions of
different faiths.

In Assam, it is already

mandatory  for  other
religions to register
marriages with civil
authorities.

Assam’s state

government, led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP), said the bill would be
tabled during the next state

Cases against Hasina
so far cross 50
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minister Asaduzzaman
Khan, former AL MPs Md
Saiful Islam and Talukdar
Mohammad Towhid Jung
Murad, and former police
chief Chowdhury Abdullah
Al-Mamun were among the

others in Dhaka yesterday
was filed at Adabor Police
Station. The victim, a
garment factory worker,
was shot on August 5 and
died two days later.

In Narsingdi, a case
was filed against Hasina,

accused. Quader, Asaduzzaman,
Uttara West resident Mamun and 78 others over

Zakiullah Bahar, 56, filed the Killing of businessman

another  case  against Azizul Islam during the

Hasina and 32 others over student-led movement on

the death of 12th grader July 19.

Abdullah Bin Jahid in the The  Chief  Judicial

Airport area on August 5.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Mainul Islam ordered the
Airport Police Station chief
(o register it as an FIR.

Magistrate’s Court directed
the local police chief to
register it as an FIR after
recording the statement of
the plaintiff and victim’s

The third case in father Almach Mia.
the capital was filed by Hasina, her sister Sheikh
Mohammadpur resident Rehana, son Sajeeb Wazed

Rabiul Khan Hillol against
Hasina and 67 others over
the Kkilling of Shahriar
Hossain Rokon, 23, on July
19.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Rajesh Chowdhury ordered
Mohammadpur Police
Station to investigate the
case.

Another murder case
against Hasina and 78
named accused and 450
to 500 unnamed people
was filed at Mohammadpur
Police Stationin connection
with the killing of a truck
driver in the Beribadh area
under Mohammadpur in
the capital on July 20.

Meanwhile, a murder
case against Hasina and 147

Joy, daughter Saima Wazed
Putul and 76 others were
sued over the abduction
and Kkilling of a union-level
BNP leader named Shah
Alam Sujan in Bogura’s
Shibganj upazila in 2018.

Advocate Abdul Wahab,
also the general secretary
of upazila unit BNP, filed
the case with a Bogura
court which directed local
police to investigate it.

The other accused include
Hasina’s  former  press
secretary  Nayeemul Islam
Khan, Ekattor TV Managing
Director and Editor-in-Chief
Mozammel Babu, its former
principal correspondent
Farzana Rupa, and ex-IGP
Benazir Ahmed.

Stop teachers’
harassment
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The 66  organisations
include Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad, Ain o Salish
Kendra, Steps Towards
Development, Bangladesh
Nari Pragati Sangha, BRAC,
Women for Women, Care

Equity and Justice Working
Group, Bangladesh Nari
Sangabadik Kendra, Nari
Uddug Kendra, Jatiya Nari
Sramik Jote, Sammilita
Samajik Andolon,
Bangladesh Trade Union
Kendra, Jatiya Nari Jote,

Bangladesh, Karmojibi Shakti Foundation, BPW
Nari, Jatiyo Sramik Jote, Club, Udichi Shilpi Gosthi,
Concern Worldwide, Acid Survivors’ Foundation,
IEED, Bangladesh Nari Mukti Sangsad, Sheva

National Women Lawyers’ Nari O Shishu Kallyan
Association, Nijera Kendra, DRRA, Amrai
Kori, Manusher Janno Pari Paribarik Nirjaton
Foundation, Dhaka Protirodh Jote (We Can),
YWCA, Palli Daridro Bangladesh Adivasi Forum,
Bimochon Foundation, Soroptimist International
Oxfam GB, Action Aid Club, Dhaka, BILS,
Bangladesh, The Hunger ADAB, FPAB, YWCA of
Project Bangladesh, Bangladesh, Dalit Nari
Awaj Foundation, PRIP Forum,Dipto,AFoundation
Trust, ADD Bangladesh, for Development, Aparajeo

World Vision, Campaign
for Popular Education,
Nagorik Uddyog, National
Council of Disabled
Women, SARI, BAWSE,
fortnightly Anannya, ACD
Rajshahi, Brotee, Nari

Bangla, BLAST, Turning
Point Foundation, Center
for Men and Masculinities
Studies, Save the Children,
Ovijan, Adivasi Nari
Network, Disabled Welfare
Society, Nari Oikko, and

power in2021. The Pentagon said on August Shukr, sh()rtly before an attack embagsy in Beirut said. assembly, Maitree, WAVE Foundation, Pallima Mahila Parishad.
“India firmly believes that no issue can be solved on a battlefield. We Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
support dialogue and diplomacy for the quick restoration of peace.” Local Government Engineering Department
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