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Protests grow 
in India over 
abuse of two 
minors
Schools, internet 
shut in a town near 
Mumbai

REUTERS, Mumbai

Internet services were cut 
off and schools were closed 
for a second straight day 
in a town near India’s 
financial capital Mumbai 
yesterday, as protests over 
the alleged sexual abuse 
of two, four-year old girls 
intensified, media said.

The protests in Badlapur, 
about 50 km from Mumbai, 
come amid nationwide 
demonstrations over the 
rape and murder of 31-year-
old doctor in Kolkata.

A janitor was arrested for 
allegedly sexually abusing 
the students in a school in 
Badlapur on the weekend.  

Angry protesters 
blocked railway tracks 
for hours on Tuesday, 
demanding justice for the 
children, echoing similar 
protests across the country 
by doctors and women’s 
groups. 

America ready for 
Harris presidency
Says Obama at Democratic 
National Convention

REUTERS, Chicago

Former US president Barack Obama and his wife 
Michelle Obama delivered a one-two punch at 
the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday 
night, urging Americans to back Kamala Harris in 
her 11th-hour presidential bid against Republican 
Donald Trump.

America’s first Black president, Obama has 
thrown his considerable political capital behind 
Harris as she seeks to make history herself on 
November 5 as the first woman and first Black and 
South Asian person to be elected US president.

“We do not need four more years of bluster and 
bumbling and chaos. We have seen that movie 
before, and we all know that the sequel is usually 
worse,” Obama told delegates on Day Two of the 
Chicago convention.

“America is ready for a new chapter. America 
is ready for a better story. We are ready for a 
President Kamala Harris.”

He took aim at Trump, the Republican who 
followed him into the White House in 2017 and 
praised President Joe Biden, his vice president 
who was forced out of the 2024 race by Democratic 
allies who feared he would lose to Trump in 
November.

“History will remember Joe Biden as a president 
who defended democracy at a moment of great 
danger. I am proud to call him my president, but 
even prouder to call him my friend,” Obama said.

RIOTS IN BRITAIN

Pakistan man 
charged with 
cybercrime
REUTERS, Lahore

Pakistan’s Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) 
has charged a local man 
with cybercrime offences 
for spreading fake online 
information which fuelled 
riots in Britain, it said in a 
statement yesterday.

The riots began 
after false information 
circulated online wrongly 
blaming a migrant for the 
killing of three young girls 
in a knife attack in the 
northern English town of 
Southport in late July. 

Farhan Asif, who 
ran a web publication, 
was arrested in eastern 
Pakistani city of Lahore, 
a statement from the FIA 
said. 

It said Asif posted an 
article on his X social media 
account which said that 
the attacker was a Muslim 
immigrant, and also shared 
pictures of the killings.

Tanker adrift 
after multiple 
attacks in Red 
Sea: agency
REUTERS, Dubai

A Greek-flagged oil tanker 
was adrift in the Red Sea 
yesterday after repeated 
attacks that started a fire 
on the vessel and caused 
the ship to lose power, the 
UK maritime agency said.

The Sounion was 
first attacked by two 
small boats and hit by 
multiple projectiles about 
77 nautical miles west 
of Yemen’s port city of 
Hodeidah on Wednesday 
morning, the Greek 
shipping ministry and 
the UK Maritime Trade 
Operations (UKMTO) said.

There was a brief 
exchange of small arms fire 
during the incident, the 
UKMTO said, adding in a 
later update that the ship 
had reported a renewed 
attack. That caused the fire 
and led the vessel to lose 
engine power and its ability 
to manoeuvre.

Medical professionals and students holding placards shout slogans during a protest against the rape and murder of a doctor in India’s West 
Bengal state, in New Delhi, India yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Ukraine carries 
out drone attacks 
on Moscow

REUTERS, Moscow

Ukraine attacked 
Moscow yesterday with 

at least 11 drones shot 
down by air defences 
in what Russian 
officials said was 
one of the biggest 

drone strikes on the 
capital since the war 

in Ukraine began in 
February 2022.
The war, largely a 

grinding artillery and drone 
battle across the fields, forests and 

villages of eastern Ukraine, escalated on August 
6 when Ukraine sent thousands of soldiers into 
Russia’s western Kursk region.

Russia’s defence ministry said it destroyed 
a total of 45 drones over Russian territory, 
including 11 over the Moscow region, 23 over the 
border region of Bryansk, six over the Belgorod 
region, three over the Kaluga region and two over 
the Kursk region. Meanwhile, messaging services 
Telegram and WhatsApp briefly suffered a major 
outage in Russia yesterday, said the country’s 
media regulator Roskomnadzor, which blamed a 
cyberattack.

Death ‘the only certainty’ 
for Palestinians in Gaza
Says UN official as Israeli strikes continue in enclave

AFP, Jerusalem

In Gaza, death appears to be 
the “only certainty” for 2.4 
million Palestinians with no 
way to escape Israel’s relentless 
bombardment, a UN official said 
Tuesday, recounting the growing 
desperation across the territory.

“It does feel like people are 
waiting for death. Death seems 
to be the only certainty in this 
situation,” Louise Wateridge, a 
spokeswoman for the UN agency 
for Palestinian refugees, also 
known as UNRWA, told AFP from 
Gaza.

For the past two weeks, 
Wateridge has been in the Gaza 
Strip, witnessing the humanitarian 
crisis, fear of death and spread of 
disease as the offensive rages on.

“Nowhere in the Gaza Strip is 
safe, absolutely nowhere is safe. It’s 
absolutely devastating,” Wateridge 
said from the Nuseirat area of 
central Gaza -- a regular target of 

Israel’s aerial assaults.
Since fighting broke out 

in October, Israeli forces have 
pounded the besieged territory 
from the air, land and sea, reducing 
much of it to rubble.

Now in its eleventh month, 
the offensive has created an 
acute humanitarian crisis, with 
hundreds of thousands of people, 
most of whom have been displaced 
several times, running out of basic 
food and clean drinking water.

“We are facing unprecedented 
challenges when it comes to the 
spread of disease, when it comes 

to hygiene. Part of this is because 
of the Israeli imposed siege on the 
Gaza Strip,” Wateridge said.

Israel’s military campaign 
has killed at least 40,223 people, 
according to the health ministry 
in the Hamas-run territory. Most 
of the dead in Gaza are women 
and children, according to the UN 
human rights office.

Tens of thousands of people 
have taken refuge in schools across 
the Gaza Strip, an increasingly 
regular target of Israeli missiles. 
Israel’s military says these schools 
have been used as command and 
control centres by Hamas, a charge 
the group denies.

“Even a school is not anymore 
a safe place,” said Wateridge. “It 
feels like you’re never more than a 
few blocks away from the front line 
now.” Tired of reacting to the Israeli 
military’s “continuous” evacuation 
orders, more and more Gazans are 
reluctant to keep moving from 
place to place, Wateridge said.


