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A Bailey bridge over the Kalundi canal on Akhaura-Agartala road collapsed yesterday morning due to onrush of water fed 
by downpours upstream. At least 15 villages of Brahmanbaria’s Akhaura upazila and the Akhaura land port have been hit 
by floods. PHOTO: MASUK HRIDOY

Papon’s exit a 
signal of new era?

BISHWAJIT ROY

Nazmul Hassan Papon’s long reign at Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
came to an end yesterday when he resigned as president of the country’s 
most coveted sports body, paving the way for former captain Faruque 
Ahmed to assume the lead role.

For the past 12 years, Papon -- a lawmaker from the Bangladesh Awami 
League and former Managing Director of BEXIMCO Pharmaceuticals -- 
was in the spotlight as BCB president but, unfortunately, mostly for the 
wrong reasons.

Papon had earned the tag of 
‘Mr. Interferer’ during his tenure 
as he involved himself in all 
cricketing matters, undermining 
the independent functioning of the 
board’s departments and committees.

His resignation predictably 
saw Faruque -- nominated by the 
National Sports Council (NSC) as one 
of its two new directors on the board 
alongside veteran coach Nazmul 
Abedeen Fahim -- elected as the new 
BCB president during an emergency 
meeting of the board of directors 
at the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
yesterday.

“He [Nazmul Hassan Papon] has 
resigned as president but he still remains as a director and councillor,” a 
board director told The Daily Star on condition of anonymity.

There had been uncertainty surrounding BCB’s activities following 
the ouster of the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami League government on 
August 5, as Nazmul and many other board directors went into hiding 
since then.

With the election of the new president, BCB is set to start a new 
chapter under ex-chief selector Faruque, who is the first to take on the 
role of board president as a former captain.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR and BAHARAM KHAN

The interim government is planning to formulate an 
ordinance to establish a commission to ensure justice for 
the victims of enforced disappearances and their families.

Bangladesh may sign the International Convention for 
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance 
by August 30, chief adviser’s Press Secretary Shafiqul 
Alam said yesterday evening.

The matter was discussed at a meeting of the advisers 
to the interim government.

Briefing reporters at the Foreign Service Academy, 
Shafiqul said as the interim government is committed to 
investigate each and every case of enforced disappearances, 
a National Security Adviser will be appointed soon.

The international convention is the first universally 
legally binding human rights instrument of the UN 
intended to prevent forced disappearances.

The Ministry of Home Affairs has started preparing 
a draft of the “Enforced Disappearance Commission 
Ordinance”. The government is considering whether 
the commission should be able to exercise its power 
retrospectively, said an official.

A person with the rank of a High Court judge will 
be head of the commission. Those with experience in 
working on prevention of enforced disappearance will be 
members of the commission.

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE 

Govt mulls over 
commission to 
ensure justice

Bangladesh to sign int’l 
convention to protect people
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Islami Bank finally  
rid of S Alam

BB to confiscate S Alam’s shares; reconstitute board
MD MEHEDI HASAN

After seven years, S Alam Group’s control 
over Islami Bank ended yesterday after 
the Bangladesh Bank decided to dissolve 
the board of the country’s largest 
private sector bank that was heavily 
dominated by individuals linked to the 
conglomerate.

“They have looted whatever is there 
to loot -- we now have to rescue the 
bank from this shattered state,” said BB 
Governor Ahsan H Mansur yesterday in 
a press briefing.

The existing board, whose chairman 
since June last year is S Alam group 
chairman Mohammed Saiful Alam’s 
eldest son Ahsanul Alam, will be 
dissolved in a day or two and a new 
board will be formed with BB-appointed 
independent directors.

The central bank will take over all the 
shares of S Alam against its liabilities 
as per law, Mansur said, adding that 
the Chattogram-based business giant 
can get back the shares if it repays the 
amount it owes the Shariah-based bank.

“But I don’t think they intend to,” 
Mansur said.

S Alam Group owns as much as 
82 percent stakes in Islami Bank, 
documents show, but the conglomerate 
maintains it has 32 percent stakes.

The move to dissolve the board 
comes after a group of Islami Bank 
officials, former chairman of the board 

of directors and clients requested the BB 
governor to do so.

Once a well-run, profitable bank, 
its financial health took a turn for the 
worse after S Alam started exerting its 
influence following ownership change.

Between 2017 and June this year, the 
Chattogram-based conglomerate and its 
associates’ companies took Tk 74,900 
crore, which is 47 percent of Islami’s 
total outstanding loans as of March.

The loans were taken in the name of 
Mohammad Saiful Alam, and his wife, 
daughter, relatives and other officials, 

ISLAMI BANK’S  
S ALAM ERA

Holds 82pc stakes   
in the bank

Took out loans 
amounting to Tk 
74,900cr

Irregularities found 
in most cases 
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SECOND EDITION

ACC revives 
investigation 
into S Alam’s 
S’pore wealth
It comes year after 

 report

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission has decided 
to resume its investigation 
into the alleged money 
laundering by S Alam Group 
Chairman Mohammed 
Saiful Alam alias S Alam.

A recently held meeting 
at the ACC headquarters 
decided this, a senior ACC 
official said.

An investigation by The 
Daily Star last year found 
that S Alam built a US $1 
billion empire in Singapore.

ACC sources said all 
relevant records regarding 
the allegations will be 
collected, including how 
much money he borrowed 
from banks, what assets 
he might have acquired 
illegally, and in which sectors 
the money was invested.

Citing an Appellate 
Division’s ruling, Supreme 
Court lawyer Khurshid 
Alam Khan told The 
Daily Star, “The ACC 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

BB appoints 
administrator 
at Nagad
MD MEHEDI HASAN, 

MAHMUDUL HASAN and  

AM JAHID

The Bangladesh Bank 
yesterday appointed an 
administrator to Nagad after 
one too many allegations of 
irregularities in the mobile 
financial service provider’s 
operations and dealings.

M u h a m m a d 
Badiuzzaman Dider, who 
served as director of BB’s 
Chattogram office, has 
been appointed as the 
administrator for a year, as 
per an internal order of the 
central bank. To support 
the overall operations of the 
administrator, six officers 
have been appointed.

Tanvir A Mishuk, the 
founder and managing 
director of Nagad, 
welcomed the move, saying 
it will put an end to the 
recent misinformation 
surrounding Nagad.

“In the last few days, 
we were discussing with 
Bangladesh Bank about all 
these issues of propaganda. 
Finally, they took a positive 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 

White paper on 
state of economy 

in the offing
Debapriya to lead panel

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will prepare a white paper on the state of the economy 
so that strategic steps can be taken to stabilise the economy, reach the 
SDGs, and mitigate the challenges after Bangladesh graduates from the 
LDC grouping.

Economist Debapriya Bhattacharya will be the chief of a panel of 
economists and eminent citizens, who will come up with the white paper.

Debapriya, convener of the Citizen’s Platform for SDGs and a 
distinguished fellow of the Centre for Policy Dialogue, will choose the 
members of the committee after talking to the chief adviser.

He said, “It [the white paper] will be a very pertinent transparency 
exercise to establish the benchmark of the economy. It will inform the 
future reform measures. I am grateful to the chief adviser that he has 
recognised its necessity and has taken immediate action.”

The panel was given 90 days, starting yesterday, to submit the paper to 
Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus, said a statement from his office.

Bangladesh’s economy has been suffering for a decade and a half due 
to mismanagement, corruption, capital flight, and unnecessary projects, 
said the statement.

“In this situation, the interim government should have a clear picture of 
the economy and [an outline of] the way out of the challenging situation. 
So, it decided to form a committee to prepare the white paper,” it read.

The focus of the white paper will be on public finance management, 
inflation, food management, external balance, energy and power, private 
sector assessment, and employment.

Regarding public finance management, the committee will 
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

3m stranded as  
flood hits 8 dists

Feni, Noakhali worst hit; vast 
areas inundated due to incessant 
rains, rise in water levels of rivers 
STAR REPORT

The overall flood situation in Feni, Noakhali, Cumilla 
and Noakhali worsened yesterday due to downpours 
and swelling of many rivers.

A pregnant woman in Brahmanbaria’s Akhaura 
upazila died after being swept away as floodwater 
rushed into her home.  

Vast tracts of land in Habiganj and Moulvibazar and 
parts of Brahmanbaria and Chattogram have gone 
under water. 

The flooding in the eight districts has left over three 
million people stranded. Feni and Noakhali are the 
worst-affected districts.

In Feni, Parshuram, Fulgazi, and Chhagalnaiya 
upazilas have been badly affected. Besides, large areas 
under four unions of Feni Sadar and Daganbhuiyan 
upazilas have been inundated due to rise in the water 
level of the Chhota Feni river. 

Many areas of the district have been without electricity 
since Tuesday night. The Feni-Parshuram regional road 
became impassable as floodwater submerged it. One 
person was reportedly missing in Parshuram.

The Muhuri, Silonia and Kahua rivers swelled further 
yesterday.

Locals said they did not see such massive flooding in 
the last 37 years.

Mohammad Selim, a former member of Anandapur 
union parishad, said Fulgazi and Parshuram upazilas 
experience floods every year due to onrush of water 
from upstream, but severe flooding like this year’s did 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

Red passports 
of former PM, 
ministers, MPs  
to be scrapped
MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

The government has decided to 
cancel all diplomatic (red) passports, 
including those allocated for the 
former ministers, members of 
parliament, and their family members.

It has already started the process of 
taking necessary steps in this regard, 
said Md Mashiur 
Rahman, senior 
secretary of the 
home ministry’s 
Security Service 
Division.

A discussion 
was held recently 
at the ministry in 
this regard, and an 
order will be issued 
within the shortest time.

“We have already directed the 
Department of Immigration and 
Passports in this regard. They already 
started the process and hopefully, 
the order will be issued soon,” the 
secretary told The Daily Star yesterday.

The move comes over two weeks 
after the fall of the Hasina-led 
government on August 5.

Along with MPs, their family members 
also carry diplomatic passports.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 
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British High Commissioner Sarah Cooke calls on Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus at state guest house 
Jamuna yesterday.    

3m stranded 
FROM PAGE 1

not occur since 1988. 
He said floodwater entered almost 

every house in Parshuram, Fulgazi, and 
Chhagalnaiya upazilas.

In Noakhali, the flood situation 
deteriorated yesterday due to incessant 
rains and tidal surges.

Flooding has left over 1.9 million 
people stranded in eight upazilas, 
including Kabirhat, Senbagh, 
Companiganj and Begumganj, 
and several municipalities, said 
Dewan Mahbubur Rahman, deputy 
commissioner of Noakhali.

Among them are over one lakh 
people in the municipalities.

In Cumilla, the Gumti and the 
Muhuri swelled yesterday, thanks 
to incessant rain and the opening 
of a sluice gate at the Dumber Lake 
in Tripura, India. The flooding has 
affected over 50,000 people.

Floods have hit Adarsha Sadar, 
Burichang, Brahmanpara, Debidwar, 
and Muradnagar upazilas, according to 
the Water Development Board.

The death toll from floods caused by 
incessant rains and landslides has risen 
to eight in Tripura, according to Indian 
media reports.

In Brahmanbaria, the Akhaura land 
port went under water due to onrush 
of water from upstream in Indian’s 
Tripura. At least 15 villages near the 
port have been affected by floods, 
leaving around 3,000 people stranded.

Traffic on the Akhaura-Agartala 
road was suspended yesterday morning 
after a Bailey bridge over the Kalundi 
canal collapsed.

In Akhaura upazila, a pregnant 
woman died after being swept away by 
floodwater.

The deceased was identified 
as Subarna Akhter, a resident of 
Birchandrapur village, said Lutfur 
Rahman, resident medical officer of 
Akhaura Upazila Health Complex.

Quoting locals, Jalal Uddin, 
chairman of Akhaura Dakkhin Union 
Parishad, said the onrush of water 
from Tripura broke the dam of Howrah 
river yesterday morning, inundating 
at least 15 nearby villages, including 
Birchandrapur.

As the floodwater suddenly entered 
Subarna’s house, she tried to leave the 
house hurriedly to save herself, and fell 
into the strong current, he said.

As she was pregnant, she failed to 
swim ashore, he added.

The overall flood situation in 
Habiganj and Moulvibazar worsened 
yesterday as the Khowai, the Kushiyara, 
the Manu, the Dhalai, and the Juri were 
overflowing at many points.

More than 80,000 people were 
stranded as 208 villages in Moulvibazar 
went under water.

The flood situation in Chattogram’s 
Fatikchhari upazila and its nearby areas 
deteriorated yesterday due to incessant 
rain. The Halda was flowing above the 
danger level.

A part of a dyke at the mouth of 
Shikder canal in Sitakunda upazila’s 
Banshbaria area was damaged 
yesterday.

“A portion of the dyke was damaged 
due to onrush of water from upstream,” 
said SM Tarek, sub-divisional engineer 
of the Water Development Board.

The interim government has taken 
adequate preparation to tackle the 
floods in the country. 

“We have adequate preparation,” 
Chief Adviser’s Press Secretary Shafiqul 
Alam told reporters yesterday. 

Briefing reporters at the Secretariat 
yesterday afternoon, KM Ali Reza, 
additional secretary of the disaster 
management and relief ministry, 
expressed concern that more areas may 
be flooded in the next few days.

He said they have already sent relief 
materials and dry food to the affected 
districts.

“The local administration is working 
in coordination with the deputy 
commissioners of the flood-affected 
districts, the coordinators of the Anti-
Discrimination Student Movement, the 
army and volunteers,” he added.

BB appoints administrator at Nagad
FROM PAGE 1

decision like appointing an 
administrator. We believe this will 
be a significant step forward in the 
country’s cashless journey.”

Earlier, the government had also 
appointed administrators to several 
major institutions of the country’s 
financial sector, including some banks 
and top mobile operators, Mishuk said.

“We think that the decision of 
Bangladesh Bank will stop the 
conspiracy of a circle of people against 
Nagad. Nagad believes it will remain on 
top in providing service to customers as 
it was in the past five years,” he added.

Nagad, which entered the 
market back in March 2019 as the 
digital financial services arm of the 
Bangladesh Post Office (BPO), is still 
running on a temporary licence from 
the BB.

In June, the central bank extended 
the tenure of its temporary licence for 
the seventh time. The licence will expire 
in June next year.

The post office, however, does not 
have any ownership of Nagad and 
only gets a share of Nagad’s revenue, 
documents show. 

“We used to know that Nagad is a 
digital financial service provider of 
the Bangladesh Post Office and the 
central bank issued an interim licence 
to the Directorate of Posts to run the 
MFS,” said BB spokesman Md Mezbaul 
Haque.

The central bank extended the 
deadline for Nagad to transition 
into a company in accordance with 
regulatory requirements to operate as 
an MFS, Haque said.

“But it has not been able to do it 
yet despite getting the extended time. 
We heard that the Directorate of 
Posts has a profit-sharing agreement 
with a company named Third Wave 
Technologies. But they have yet to send 
the details of the agreement,” he added.

Third Wave Technologies, which is 
owned by Mishuk, was later renamed 
as ‘Nagad Ltd’.

Mishuk maintains that Nagad Ltd 
has a revenue-sharing agreement with 
BPO, under which BPO receives 51 

percent of revenue. Nagad has provided 
Tk 14.60 crore as revenue share to BPO.

“This partnership has been 
instrumental in extending our 
services to a wider population across 
Bangladesh, particularly in remote and 
underserved areas,” he added.

The central bank though has been 
accommodating to Nagad all along.

For instance, in February 2022, 
the central bank issued a new MFS 
regulation ‘Bangladesh Mobile 
Financial Services Regulations, 
2022’ replacing the Bangladesh MFS 
Regulations, 2018 issued in July 2018.

The new regulation allowed non-
bank financial institutions (NBFIs) 
and government entities, alongside 
banks, to run MFS. Previously, only 
banks could run MFS services, which 
made Nagad ineligible for a full-fledged 
licence.

A month later, Nagad Ltd applied 
to the BB for an NBFI licence. A year 
later, the BB issued an NBFI licence 
for Nagad Finance, removing any 
licensing ambiguities for Nagad’s MFS 
operations.

However, Nagad surrendered the 
NBFI licence less than three months 
later as its backers manoeuvred to gain 
regulatory legitimacy by way of a digital 
bank licence.

In June last year, the central bank 
invited applications for digital bank 
licences. 

The BB got 52 applications and but 
only two got the licence: Nagad and 
Kori.

Nagad also got preferential 
treatment from various other 
ministries during the Awami League 
regime, which helped boost its 
customer base.

For example, the government’s 
stipend for secondary and higher 
secondary students was initially 
distributed through payment methods 
such as bKash, Nagad, Rocket 
and various banks chosen by the 
beneficiaries.

However, in January 2024, without 
following any tender or competitive 
process, the Secondary and Higher 
Education Division of the Education 

Ministry issued a directive granting 
Nagad exclusive rights to disburse the 
stipends.

At that time, 5.4 million beneficiaries 
were receiving stipends through their 
preferred channels, with Nagad serving 
only 20 lakhs. However, the division 
stated that the remaining 34 lakh 
beneficiaries would have to convert 
their MFS accounts to Nagad.

In the directive’s headline, the 
division mentioned that it has 
approved the disbursal of stipends 
through Nagad, which had ‘signed a 
deal’ with BPO.

Despite this, Nagad failed to disburse 
the stipends properly and was given 
multiple time extensions until the end 
of June.

Eventually, the government 
directed that the stipends for 19 lakh 
beneficiaries be disbursed through 
other MFS providers out of the current 
65 lakh beneficiaries.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
(BSEC) in 2021 found some anomalies 
when Nagad applied to raise capital 
through zero-coupon bonds.

The company’s liability for digital 
money increased unexpectedly from 
Tk 447.1 crore in June 2020 to Tk 
858 crore in April 2021. At that time, 
Nagad’s losses stood at Tk 147.6 crore 
while its paid-up capital was Tk 3.5 
crore, as per its audited financial 
statements as of April 30 that year.

The BSEC report said that the 
company’s main function is providing 
mobile financial services but as per the 
submitted memorandum of articles 
and the articles of association, it is 
not clear whether the company can 
provide MFS or can act as a payment 
services provider.

“There were few clarifications 
requested by the BSEC and we have 
provided those clarifications and 
it was fully convinced with those 
clarifications,” Mishuk said, adding 
that Nagad adheres strictly to all 
regulatory guidelines and maintains 
robust financial controls to ensure 
accuracy and compliance in all our 
operations.

White paper
FROM PAGE 1

concentrate on domestic resource 
collection, public expenditure (public 
investment, annual development 
programme, subsidies and debt), and 
financing of budget deficit.

To get the picture of inflation and 
food management, it will analyse 
production, public procurement, and 
food distribution.

For understanding the challenges 
of external balance, the committee will 
focus on export, import, remittance, 
foreign direct investment, foreign 
exchange reserves, foreign finance flow 
and debt.

The panel will also delve into power 
demand, supply, pricing, costs and 
purchase agreements to get a clear 
idea of the problems in the energy and 
power sector.

Regarding private investment, it will 
focus on access to credit, electricity, 
connectivity, and logistics. It will also 
emphasise on employment at home 
and overseas, formal and informal 
wages, and youth employment issues.

The committee members will work 

for free. The committee will have its 
office at the Planning Commission 
and have secretarial support from 
the General Economic Division of the 
commission.

The chief adviser’s office in 
the statement said the Hasina-led 
government left a loan burden of Tk 
18,36,000 crore. The government 
borrowed from internal and external 
sources to meet its budget deficit without 
driving hard to raise tax collection.

Although the government’s plan 
was to raise the tax-to-GDP ratio to 14 
percent in the current fiscal year, it is 
now 8 percent. This is an example of 
economic mismanagement, it said.

In general, people are suffering 
mainly due to corruption, opportunity 
of capital flight, and syndication in the 
market.

Inflation was around 12 percent in 
July while food inflation was above 14 
percent, according to the Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics.

The economy lost its path during 
the regime of the previous government, 
it added.

ACC revives
FROM PAGE 1

could have investigated the money 
laundering allegations against S 
Alam before. Given the current 
circumstances, starting the 
investigation now is a positive step.”

On August 13 last year, the ACC 
began investigating the money 
laundering allegations against S 
Alam after The Daily Star on August 
4 last year published a report titled “S 
Alam’s Aladdin’s Lamp”.

The report said S Alam built a 
business empire in Singapore worth at 
least $1 billion, although there was no 
record of him taking any permission 
from Bangladesh Bank to invest or 
transfer any funds abroad. It said S 
Alam bought at least two hotels, two 
homes, one retail space, and other 
properties over the last one decade, 
all the while seeking to remove his 
name from the paper trails. 

On August 6 last year, the High 
Court directed the authorities to 
investigate the allegations of him 
owning businesses abroad without 
Bangladesh Bank’s permission.

On February 5 this year, the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court scrapped the HC suo moto rule 
that had ordered an investigation.

However, the apex court said 
the ACC, the CID, and Bangladesh 
Financial Intelligence Unity (BFIU) 
can take legal steps on the matter on 
their own. 

On August 18 this year, the ACC 
received a copy of the Appellate 
Division’s order. Following the 
order, the ACC reopened the case on 
Tuesday.

Govt mulls over commission
FROM PAGE 1

The steps come following the 
release of many victims of enforced 
disappearances from secret detention 
facilities, known as “aynaghar”. Chilling 
details of the torture and inhuman 
living conditions are now emerging as 
the victims begin to speak about their 
distress.

The authorities under the Sheikh 
Hasina regime have for years denied 
the existence of such secret prisons.

On August 13, Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus met the activists of 
Mayer Daak, a platform of the families 
of victims. He expressed deep concern 
after hearing the accounts of the 
families.

“It is uncertain whether some of 
the victims are alive. Therefore, the 
government is working to draft the 
ordinance,” said an official.

Mayer Daak coordinator Sanjida 
Islam Tuli told The Daily Star that the 
family members of victims are eagerly 
waiting for the government to form a 
commission.

She added that an adviser to the 
interim government assured them that 
the ordinance will be finalised soon.

Rights activist Nur Khan Liton 
lauded the step, adding, “We have to 
ensure the implementation of the legal 
framework.”

“Different state agencies are behind 

the enforced disappearances; it is the 
responsibility of the state to save the 
victims,” he said, adding that state 
agencies must be transparent and 
accountable.

“Intelligence agencies are above 
accountability and they get indemnity. 
This must stop. There should be 
independent authorities to monitor 
them,” he said.

Ratification of the international 
convention is also a major step because 
it will make “Bangladesh answerable to 
the international forum.”

Constitution expert and Supreme 
Court lawyer Arif Khan said the cases 
of enforced disappearances could be 
dealt with the existing laws. 

“Courts can take assistance from 
international laws if they feel it is 
necessary. We need a localised law in 
line with international conventions.”

According to rights organisation 
Odhikar, at least 708 people were 
victims of enforced disappearances 
between 2009 and June 2024.

The US in December, 2021, imposed 
sanctions on Rab and seven of its top 
officers, over serious rights abuses.

It said Rab and other Bangladeshi 
law enforcement forces are responsible 
for more than 600 enforced 
disappearances since 2009 and nearly 
600 extrajudicial killings since 2018.

Islami Bank
FROM PAGE 1

according to central bank 
officials with knowledge of 
the matter.

Documents pieced 
together by The Daily 
Star show that most of 
the loans were taken by 
bypassing banking rules and 
regulations, in a testament to 
how the Chattogram-based 
conglomerate exerted its 
influence on the country’s 
banking sector.

Founded in 1985 by 
Alam, a relative of former 
Awami League politician 
Akhtaruzzanan Chowdhury 
Babu and former Land 
Minister Saifuzzaman 
Chowdhury, S Alam Group 
has grown into one of the 
largest conglomerates in 
Bangladesh.

The amount given to 
S Alam and its associate 
companies has left the bank 
with a deficit in its current 
account balance with the 
central bank for more than a 
year.

To plug the deficit, the 
central bank provided special 
liquidity support to the lender 
without any collateral on the 
orders of former BB governor 
Abdur Rouf Talukder.

The liquidity support was 
stopped after Mansur took 
charge last week.

Islami Bank started 
its banking activities in 
1983 with 71.50 percent 
capital from Middle-eastern 
investors and 28.50 percent 
from local investors.

Until 2015, S Alam Group 
had no stake in the bank. 
In 2016, the business group 
started buying the bank’s 
shares through seven shadow 
companies, documents show.

After taking charge 
in 2017, S Alam Group 
appointed 7,240 employees-
officials violating the rules 
and regulations. Most of 
them hailed from Alam’s 
hometown of Patiya in 
Chattogram.

A day after the fall of the 
Sheikh Hasina government, 
a group of officials and staff 
of the Shariah-based bank 
started a demonstration 
at the bank’s head office 
demanding the resignation of 
S Alam-appointed employees.

On August 11, a clash broke 
out between the two factions 
resulting in gunfire that left 
six injured.

Later on August 19, 
the bank terminated the 
contracts of eight top officials 
-- including an additional 
managing director and 
deputy managing director 
-- who were considered close 
allies of S Alam Group.

Papon’s exit a signal of new era?
FROM PAGE 1

Faruque began his tenure yesterday 
with a huge task ahead, as the country’s 
premier sport has struggled to progress 
in the right direction during Papon’s 
tenure.

Bangladesh saw some sporadic 
success since he took charge in 2012, 
and he was credited with uncovering 
the darkest chapters of the country’s 
sporting history, such as the franchise-
based Bangladesh Premier League 
(BPL) match-fixing scandal in 2013.

However, under his leadership, 
domestic cricket lost its charm and 
credibility, and alleged corruption 
further hindered the game’s progress.

Papon was elected board president 
three times, but these elections were 
marred by fraud and manipulation, 
with no competition due to the 
interference of his supporters who 
manipulated the process to ensure 
their own councillorship. As a result, 
the board was filled with ‘yes-men’ who 
came through the influence of Papon’s 
allies.

Over time, competitiveness in 
domestic leagues evaporated due 
to manipulation by the core group 
in the board. On the other hand, 
the first-class tournaments were far 
from competitive, resembling ‘picnic 
cricket’. 

Also, the cash-rich BPL, the 
lone domestic T20 competition, 
gradually lost its credibility, which 
adversely affected the national team’s 
development. Moreover, BCB had 
never been transparent about the BPL’s 
financial issues.

While Papon had repeatedly 

promised after every election to 
implement the long-desired regional 
cricket associations to decentralise the 
game, he failed to execute these plans.

He apparently focused all his efforts 
on interfering with national team 
issues, where the new president was 
also a victim, while his selected group 
allegedly dealt with all corruption 
matters.

There was no accountability or 
transparency in the functioning of the 
board, which was essentially a one-
man show. Under these circumstances, 
everyone will be watching to see 
whether Faruque can reform the 
board’s activities.

There have been widespread 
allegations of corruption within the 
board, and Faruque’s first duty will be 
to take proper measures to uncover the 
truth.

The new BCB boss will need to focus 
on domestic cricket if he wants to set 
things on the right track. He must 
create an environment where genuine 
organisers feel comfortable.

Faruque was most successful as a 
chief selector, but he is now embarking 
on a much bigger role. He must ensure 
that the right people are in the right 
positions and that every committee 
can perform its duties with freedom.

It’s worth remembering that despite 
the presence of a number of former 
cricketers at BCB, their presence made 
hardly any difference to the progress of 
the game in the country.

Can Faruque make a difference now, 
with reform being the buzzword in the 
country following a historic student-
led mass protest?

City

Red passports 
FROM PAGE 1

Asked about cancelling those passports, 
the senior secretary said, “As we are 
cancelling the diplomatic passports 
of the primary passportholders, 
automatically their family members’ 
passports will also be scrapped.

“If anyone [holding a diplomatic 
passport] wants to take a new passport, 
the person has to surrender the 
diplomatic passport first and then an 
ordinary passport will be issued as per 
law,” he added.

Home ministry sources said once 
the red passports are cancelled, former 
ministers, and MPs who have been 
accused in criminal cases or have been 
arrested may have to go through a legal 
process to get ordinary passports.

In that case, they can apply for a 
general passport only after getting a 
court order.

Along with the MPs, the officials of 
Bangladeshi missions abroad also get 
red passports. Those with red passports 
do not need a visa to travel abroad. 
They get a visa on arrival after landing 
in a particular country. Red passports 
or diplomatic passports are red in all 
countries.

Once the cancellation order is 

issued, former MPs or ministers who 
are currently abroad have to surrender 
their red passports to the DIP office in 
the respective countries or after coming 
back to Bangladesh.

According to ministry sources, 
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
was a red passport holder. In the face of 
a mass uprising against her government, 
Hasina took refuge in Indiaon August 5 
after the fall of her government.

Several former ministers and MPs of 
the AL government have already been 
arrested. Some fled abroad before the fall 
of Hasina’s government to avoid arrest.

However, there were no reports of 
anyone fleeing abroad after the fall.

Many former ministers and MPs 
are still hiding in the country, and law 
enforcement agencies are conducting 
drives to arrest them as over two dozen 
cases have already been filed against 
them.

According to the passport 
department, the ministers and MPs get 
diplomatic passports for five years of the 
tenure of parliament after the formation 
of a new government.

When the term of parliament ends, 
the validity of the passport also expires.

Help us get back 
laundered money

CA asks UK envoy; meets 
Japanese ambassador

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus yesterday sought 
UK support as Bangladesh wants to bring back the money 
laundered abroad over the years.

He sought the cooperation when British High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh Sarah Cooke called on 
him at his office in State Guesthouse Jamuna, said Chief 
Adviser’s Press Secretary Shafiqul Alam at a briefing at 
the Foreign Service Academy.

“The high commissioner assured him [Prof Yunus] of 
looking into it.”

In a statement, the UK high commission said Prof Yunus 
and Sarah Cooke discussed how the UK government 
can support the interim government, as it charts a new 
inclusive and democratic future for Bangladesh.

“Discussions also covered the importance of youth 
engagement to navigate the challenges that lie ahead,” 
said the statement.

It said the UK is a longstanding partner and friend of 
Bangladesh and the two countries share a strong and 
enduring relationship, solidified by their deep people-to-
people links and shared Commonwealth values.

Earlier in the day, during a call on by Japanese 
Ambassador Iwama Kiminori, Prof Yunus sought Japan’s 
financial assistance to reconstruct and rebuild the country.

The chief adviser mentioned that huge funding will be 
required for this, said Shafiqul, reports UNB.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4 
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46TH ANNIVERSARY

BNP declares 
5-day event 
from Aug 31
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP yesterday announced 
a five-day programme, 
beginning on August 31, to 
observe its 46th founding 
anniversary.

Speaking at a press 
conference at the party’s 
Naya Paltan office, BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
outlined the schedule.

The programme will 
kick off on August 31 with 
discussion meetings at 
the district and upazila 
levels. On September 1, the 
party will pay tribute to its 
founder, Ziaur Rahman, at 
his grave.

The activities will 
continue with rallies 
on September 2 at the 
metropolitan, district, 
and upazila levels. On 
September 3, the party 
plans to release fish fry in 
these areas.

Tree plantation drives are 
scheduled for September 
4 across the metropolitan, 
district, upazila, and union 
levels, he added.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Khaleda Zia 
back home 
from hospital
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia 
returned to 
her residence 
in Gulshan 
y e s t e r d a y 
after more 
than a month’s 
treatment at the 
capital’s Evercare 
Hospital.

Having been under 
house arrest for the past 
five years, she finally went 
home as a free person 
following a presidential 
pardon earlier this month.

She was acquitted of 
all charges against her 
following the fall of the AL 
government on August 5.

Party activists and 
senior leaders escorted 
her home as she left the 
hospital around 7:00pm, 
said Shayrul Kabir Khan, a 
BNP media cell member.

Suffering from various 
ailments, including 
liver cirrhosis, arthritis, 
diabetes, and issues related 
to kidney, lungs, heart, 
and eyes, the 79-year-old 
former prime minister was 
admitted on July 8.

BANNED FOR FORGERY

Contractors 
pressurise RHD 
to withdraw ban

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

A group of contractors who were banned by Roads 
and Highways Department (RHD) over the last year for 
indulging in forgeries to secure contracts are now putting 
pressure on the authority to withdraw their ban.

They have even threatened to besiege the RHD 
headquarters unless the authority withdraws the ban, which 
has debarred 47 contractors in the past year and demanded 
that RHD halt all ongoing work until their demands are met.

These contractors were among the highest beneficiaries 
under the Sheikh Hasina-led government.

On Sunday, under the banner of RHD’s Affected 
Contractors’ Coordination Committee, the group 
submitted a memorandum to the RHD chief engineer, 
incorporating 10 demands.

In this situation, the chief engineer yesterday held a 
meeting with the contractors to discuss their demands.

According to RHD sources, 44 contractors were banned 
between February and July this year for different periods 
for indulging in different kinds of forgeries to secure 
contracts. They will not be allowed to participate in any 
RHD bidding processes during the ban period.

Thirteen contractors, upon filing a writ with the High 
Court, got a stay against the debarred order, meaning the 
debarred order is still valid for 31 contractors, they said.

According to sources, the banned contractors had 
allegedly engaged in malpractice in collusion with a 
section of unscrupulous officials of the RHD.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

3 top police officials sent 
into forced retirement

All DIGs and metro commissioners transferred
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government sent three 
top police officials on forced 
retirement and transferred 
all range Deputy Inspector 
General (DIGs), and metropolitan 
commissioners outside Dhaka.

Ten district superintendents of 
police (SPs) were also transferred. 
The Public Security Divisions of 
the Home Ministry issued five 
separate notifications regarding 
the developments yesterday. 

The three top police officials, who 
were sent into forced retirement 
from service are identified as Police 
Headquarters (PHQ) Additional 
Inspector General of Police 
(additional IGP) Atikul Islam, 
addition IGP (supernumerary) 
Anwar Hossain; and the Counter 
Terrorism and Transnational Crime 
(CTTC) unit of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police chief Md Asaduzzaman.

According to three separate 
home ministry circulars signed 
by Senior Secretary Mohammad 
Abdul, the move was taken in the 
public interest. 

The circular invoked section 45 
of the Public Service Act 2018.

In a separate circular signed 
by the ministry deputy secretary 
Mahbur Rahman Sheikh, seven 
range DIG were transferred and 
attached with other police units. 

DIG of Dhaka Range Syed 
Nurul Islam has been transferred 
to Rajshahi Police Academy while 

Chittagong Range DIG Nur-e-
Alam Mina to Rajshahi Police 
Academy, Sylhet Range DIG Shah 
Mizan Shafiur Rahman to Railway 
Police and Rajshahi Range DIG 
Md Anisur Rahman has been 
transferred to River Police. 

Khulna Range DIG Moinul Haque 
also transferred to Rajshahi Police 

Academy, Barisal Range DIG Ilias 
Sharif to the Anti-Terrorism Unit 
in Dhaka and DIG of Mymensingh 
Range Shah Abid Hossain has been 
attached to the tourist police.

Earlier on August 13, the 
Rangpur Range DIG Abdul Baten 
was sent on forced retirement. 

In the same circular, the 
commissioner of the Chattogram, 
Rajshahi, Sylhet, Gazipur, and 
Barisal were also transferred to 
different police units. On August 
13, the Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
commissioner was sent on forced 
retirement, following his transfer to 
PHQ on August 7. 

In another circular, ten districts 
– Chattogram, Kishoregnaj, 
Manikganj, Magura, Natore, 
Sirajganj, Gaibandha, Hobiganj, 
and Patuakhali--- SPs were also 
transferred to different police units. 

Besides, the deputy 
commissioner of the Sylhet 
Metropolitan Police Azbahar Ali 
Sheikh has been transferred to the 
Rajshahi Range DIG office, reads 
the notifications. 

According to PHQ sources, 
these officials have played major 

The three top 
police officials are 

Additional IGP Atikul 
Islam, addition IGP 

(supernumerary) 
Anwar Hossain; 

and CTTC unit of 
Dhaka Metropolitan 

Police chief Md 
Asaduzzaman.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

2 AL leaders among 3 
on remand for murder

Around 380 other party members 
sued in separate murder cases

STAR REPORT

Two Awami League leaders and a former 
government official were placed on 
remand yesterday on charges of murder 
and violence.

Also, around 380 AL men, including 
two former lawmakers, have been sued 
over murder charges.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate 
Mohammad Jashim placed AL 
organising secretary Ahmad Hossain 
and Chattogram Port Authority’s 
former chairman Mohammad Sohail on 
four-day remand each after they were 
produced with a 10-day remand prayer.

Ahmad and Sohail were arrested 
from Rampura and Banani respectively 
on Tuesday night in a case filed over the 
murder of a shop owner, Nabin Talukder, 
who died after getting injured in Dhaka’s 
Paltan on July 19 during protests.

Nabin’s wife, Ruma Akhter, filed the 
case against unnamed persons on July 
20. 

Also, a Brahmanbaria court placed 

Captain (retd) AB Tajul Islam, former 
state minister for Liberation War affairs, 
on nine-day remand in a case filed over 
attacking police and snatching firearms 
from law enforcers.

Tajul was arrested from Dhaka’s 
Gulshan on Tuesday night.

Police opened fire at a group of BNP 
men in Banchharampur upazila on 
November 19, 2022. 

Rafiqul Islam Nayan, the then 
president of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal’s 
Sonarampur union unit, was injured in 
the incident and later died. 

A day later, a sub-inspector of 
Banchharampur Police Station filed 
a case accusing 117 people, mostly 
BNP men, of an attack on police and 
snatching of firearms from police.

AB Tajul was shown arrested in this 
case, police said.

Nayan’s father had filed a murder 
case with a local court accusing the then 
senior police officials of Brahmanbaria, 
but the court later dismissed the case.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

RECOGNISING DIPLOMAS  

Doctors protest 
BMDC decision
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hundreds of doctors and intern doctors staged 
a demonstration at the Central Shaheed Minar 
in Dhaka for five hours yesterday, raising a nine-
point demand against the recent decision of 
Bangladesh Medical & Dental Council (BMDC).

BMDC has decided to recognise medical 
assistants with Diploma in MATS (Medical Assistant 
Training School), DMF (Diploma in Medical 
Faculty), and LMF (Licentiate of Medical Faculty) 
qualifications as “Diploma Medical Practitioners”. 

The demonstration, titled “March to BMDC,” 
began at 10:00am, with doctors from various 
healthcare institutions participating.

At the programme, Prof Nurul Amin, principal 
of Sapporo Dental College and Hospital, said, 
“Doctor is not just a matter of identity; it is a 
matter of qualification. Those who do not have 
this qualification cannot identify themselves as 
doctors. Technologists are helpful but are not 
doctors by any means.” 

The protesters also voiced grievances about 
the non-payment of salaries and allowances 
by some medical colleges and demanded that 
such institutions be held accountable, with the 
possibility of closure if necessary.

Among their nine demands are restricting the 
title of “Dr” to individuals who hold MBBS or BDS 
degrees, curbing the prevalence of healthcare 
service providers that lack qualified doctors, and 
enforcing stricter regulations on pharmacies that 
sell medicines without prescriptions.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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Farzana Rupa,  
Shakil held 
at airport
Shown arrested in 
murder case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former head of news at 
Ekattor Television Shakil 
Ahmed and its principal 
correspondent Farzana 
Rupa were arrested at Dhaka 
airport yesterday as they 
tried to leave the country.

“We completed the 
immigration but they 
were wanted in cases. A 
requisition was given by 
the Detective Branch (DB) 
against the case, and they 
were taken into custody 
from the airport,” a senior 
official of the special branch 
(SB) told The Daily Star.

Airport sources said 
they were trying to take a 
Turkish Airlines flight to go 
to France via Turkey.

According to a 
notification of the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP), 
Shakil and Rupa were 
shown arrested in a murder 
case filed with the Uttara 
East Police Station on 
Tuesday.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Participants at a roundtable discussion titled “Vision of the Youth” organised by The Daily Star at The Daily Star Centre in the capital 
yesterday. Nine organisers of the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement from different campuses joined the discussion alongside others. 
Story on back page. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

AUGUST 21 ATTACK

Awami League 
doesn’t hold  
programme
STAR REPORT

The Awami League did 
not hold any programme 
marking the 20th 
anniversary of the August 
21 grenade attack on an AL 
rally in Dhaka that killed at 
least 24 people.

On this day in 2004, 
during the BNP-Jamaat 
alliance government’s 
tenure, the attack targeted 
an anti-terrorism rally 
organised by the AL, 
with the then opposition 
leader Sheikh Hasina the 
apparent target.

Every year, the AL 
placed floral wreaths at the 
Martyr’s Altar in front of 
the AL’s central office.

However, the party did 
not announce any such 
programme this year. The 
AL has been in disarray 
since party president Sheikh 
Hasina resigned from her 
post as prime minister.
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Doctors protest
FROM PAGE 3

Additionally, they called 
for the establishment of a 
separate council for diploma 
medical practitioners, 
a standardised salary 
structure for private-
sector doctors, including 
medical officers, senior 
medical officers, assistant 
registrars, and registrars, 
and promotions based on 
experience.

Meanwhile, students 
of four-year dental 
diploma course staged a 
demonstration in front of 
BMDC office in Bijaynagar 
yesterday, demanding 
private practice registration 
and change in course name, 
alongside opportunity for 
higher education.

2 AL leaders
FROM PAGE 3

Meanwhile, in Narayanganj, 
a murder case was filed on 
Tuesday night against AL 
leader Shamim Osman and 
122 others on charge of 
killing Manir Hossain, 56, 
during the recent protests.

Manir’s younger 
brother filed the case with 
Siddhirganj Police Station.

Manir had suffered 
bullet injuries during a 
clash in the Mizmizi area 
of Narayanganj on July 20 
and died two days later.

Moreover, in Habiganj, 
a murder case was filed on 
Tuesday night against 261 
AL men, including former 
Habiganj-3 lawmaker Md 
Abu Zahir, on charge of 
killing a youth named 

Mostak Ahmed.
Mostak’s brother filed 

the case with Habiganj 
Model Police Station. Of the 
accused, 111 were named.

In Lalmonirhat, at least 
200 AL men, including 
the district unit AL general 
secretary Matiar Rahman, 
were sued over vandalising 
and torching BNP office on 
July 5. A local BNP leader 
filed the case with court 
yesterday.

[Our correspondents 
from respective districts 
contributed to the report.]

3 top police
FROM PAGE 3

roles and were influential 
during the Awami League 
(AL) led governments. 

After the fall of the AL 
government on August 5 
amid mass student protests, 
these officials are now being 
transferred to others, while 
some top officials are sent 
on forced retirement. 

Sources said that steps 
will be taken to transfer 
the 54 other district SPs in 
phases soon. 

Contractors
FROM PAGE 3

RHD documents show 
41 out of 44 contractors 
secured 40,231 contracts 
amounting to Tk 83,178.5 
crore during the last 13 
years (fiscal years 2011-12 to 
2023-24).

On Sunday, the 
memorandum submitted 
by the Coordination 
Committee was signed by 
nine contractors.

Contacted, RHD Chief 
Engineer Syed Moinul 
Hasan said they have asked 
the contractors to settle 

the debarment issue with 
the court.

However, meeting 
sources said RHD officials 
expressed discontent 
over the language of the 
memorandum submitted 
by the contractors.

RHD will scrutinise the 
demands and see if they are 
logical. Then the points will 
be taken to the ministry, 
said one participant, 
requesting anonymity.

The Daily Star could not 
contact any of the signatories 
to the memorandum.

1 dies, several hurt
FROM PAGE 5

Local BNP men said Babul 
was supposed to hold 
two road meetings in 
Nagarkanda yesterday. 

Shama Obaid’s 
supporters broke two 
arches made to welcome 
Babul around 2:00am on 
Wednesday, and chased 
away his supporters.

Tension prevailed since 
then as sporadic chases 
and counter chases 
followed between the rival 
groups, eventually ensuing 

the clash. Some shops of 
Babul’s supporters were 
vandalised and looted.

Contacted, Babul 
alleged that Awami League 
activists have infiltrated 
BNP to create chaos within 
the party.

Shama Obaid did not 
receive her phone.

Confirming the matter, 
Aminur Rahman, officer-
in-charge of Nagarkanda 
Police Station, said the 
situation was later brought 
under control.

Farzana Rupa
FROM PAGE 3

Immigration authorities 
detained the duo and 
handed them over to the 
DB when they arrived at the 
airport to go abroad, the 
notification reads.

The case was filed under 
Sections 302, 114 and 109 
of the Penal Code against 
39 names including former 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina.

Police sources said the 
duo’s names were not 
listed in the FIR, but they 
were arrested as two of the 
unnamed accused.

Ekattor Television had 
dismissed Shakil and 
Farzana Rupa on August 
8. A copy of the order was 
circulated on social media 
days later.

Politicisation of edn
FROM PAGE 5

way. Students genuinely 
want good governance, 
and we must restore the 
relationship between 
students and teachers,” he 
added.

Regarding resuming 
activities in universities, the 
adviser said, “We will try to 
reopen the universities as 
soon as possible. We will 
appoint the right people to 
the highest positions there. 
We want to hear from the 
students about their needs 
and expectations.”

“They do not want a 
partisan administration; 
they want real governance. 
Those who assume these 
positions must have high 
educational standards 
and should not be heavily 
affiliated with any political 
party,” he added.

Speaking on the recent 
cancellation of HSC 
and equivalent exams, 
Wahiduddin Mahmud said 
there was room for further 
consideration without 
cancelling the remaining 
exams.

He said, “The protesting 
students expressed 
that they were mentally 
distressed. After such an 
uprising, sitting for an exam 
would be a mental burden. 
We later considered that the 

situation was such, as we 
haven’t been able to restore 
peace and order yet.”

The government on 
Tuesday cancelled the 
previously postponed 
Higher Secondary 
Certificate and equivalent 
examinations after several 
hundred students staged 
protests at the secretariat. 

The process of preparing 
the results would be 
decided later, according to 
the education ministry.

Meanwhile, a meeting of 
examination controllers of 
the education boards was 
held yesterday to decide 
how to publish the results 
after the cancellation of 
the postponed HSC and 
equivalent exams.

According to sources at 
the meeting, the education 
boards are primarily 
preparing to publish the 
results, aligning with the 
students’ JSC and SSC 
exam results, similar to the 
approach used during the 
pandemic.

Due to the pandemic, 
HSC exams were not held 
in 2020. At that time, the 
results were published 
based on an average 
evaluation of their SSC, 
JSC, and equivalent exam 
results.

Somoy TV broadcast
FROM PAGE 5

Earlier in the day, Ahmed 
Jobaer, a director of Somoy 
Media Ltd, submitted the 
petition to the Appellate 
Division seeking a stay on 
the HC order.

The HC, on August 19, 
also issued a rule asking 
the respondents to explain 
in seven days why they 
should not be directed to 
allow Somoy Media Ltd 
and its managing director 
to broadcast and transmit 
news impartially and fairly 
through Somoy TV without 
any threat and coercion. 

Secretary to the 

ministry of information 
and broadcasting, 
chairman of Bangladesh 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Regulatory Commission, 
chairman of Bangladesh 
Satellite Company Limited, 
and Ahmed Jobaer, who 
holds 17.75 percent share 
of Somoy Media Ltd, were 
made respondents to the 
rule.

Lawyers AM Mahbub 
Uddin Khokon and Saqeb 
Mahbub appeared for 
Ahmed Jobaer while lawyer 
Ashsanul Karim argued for 
Shampa Rahman during 
hearing yesterday.

BNP declares 5-day
FROM PAGE 3

Additionally, a cultural event 
will be held at the Shaheed 
Minar on September 1 to 
commemorate the party’s 
anniversary.

During the briefing, 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
said around 198 members 
of BNP and its affiliated 
organizations have been 

killed during various 
movements over the years. 
These facts need to be 
publicised, he added.

Fakhrul further 
emphasised, “If anyone 
tries to engage in terrorism, 
extortion, or any other 
harmful activities, our 
political leaders must stand 
up and resist them.”
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PRAYER 
TIMING 

AUGUST 22

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-30

5-05

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-45

5-00

Maghrib

6-33

6-36

Esha

8-00

8-30
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AB Party gets 
EC registration
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amar Bangladesh Party (AB Party), founded by 
some former leaders of Jamaat-e-Islami, yesterday 
got its registration with the Election Commission, 
with “eagle” as its electoral symbol.

The EC issued a gazette notification in this 
regard as per the Representation of the People 
Order, 1972, following a High Court order.

AB Party was among a total of 80 political 
parties that had applied for registration with the 
EC since October 2022.

Earlier on August 19, the HC bench of Justice 
Naima Hayder and Justice Kazi Zinat Haque ordered 
the commission to register it as a political party as 
per the Representation of People’s Order, 1972 and 
Rules of Registration of Political Parties, 2008.

After the EC earlier rejected the party’s 
application for registration on July 24, 2023, the 
party submitted the writ petition on August 23 
of the same year upon instruction of its convener 
AFM Sulaiman Chowdhury.

Later, on August 2023, a divisional bench of 
HC consisting of Justice KM Qamrul Qader and 
Justice Md Shaukat Ali Chowdhury issued an 
interim rule, which was made absolute by the HC 
bench on August 19 this year.

KILLINGS DURING UPRISING

UN reiterates call 
for accountability
US stresses human rights, ties 
with Bangladesh
UNB, Dhaka

The United Nations has reiterated its call for accountability 
for the recent violence, loss of life, and human rights 
violations in Bangladesh.

“We’ve been speaking about accountability since the 
beginning of this particular crisis,” said Spokesperson for 
the UN Secretary-General Stéphane Dujarric at a regular 
briefing in New York on August 20.

“There will need to be accountability for the violence, 
for the loss of life, and for all violations of human and 
political rights,” he said.

Meanwhile, the United States has stated that they look 
forward to working together to support their shared 
values and interests, such as a free and open Indo-Pacific.

“We do have a defense relationship with Bangladesh,” 
Pentagon Press Secretary Maj Gen Pat Ryder said while 
responding to a question during a press briefing recently.   
“As it relates to the Bangladesh government, of course, you 
know, we would expect human rights to be observed and 
there to be an avoidance of any type of violence,” Ryder said.

A gust of wind turns the umbrella inside out as this family of four enjoys a rainy afternoon in the city. The 
photo was taken in the Panthapath area yesterday.

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

No one should use force or humiliate individuals personally. 
Regardless of the seriousness of the wrongdoing, it should be 

resolved peacefully, systematically, and from a neutral position.

WAHIDUDDIN MAHMUD, Education Adviser

IRREGULARITIES IN TEACHER RECRUITMENT

Politicisation of edn 

instts to blame: adviser
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Many teachers across the country 
have been dismissed or forcibly 
removed for political or trivial 
reasons, which is both inappropriate 
and tragic, said Education Adviser 
Wahiduddin Mahmud yesterday.

He made the remarks during a 
press briefing at the Secretariat in 
the afternoon.

Wahiduddin said the 
politicisation of private colleges 
and other educational institutions 

has led to widespread irregularities 
in teacher recruitment.

“We are aware that people across 
the country are angry about this 
matter. We will address these 
injustices. But how these dismissals 
occurred is highly unjust. I have 
received thousands of complaints 
about this. These issues cannot 
be resolved without principled 
decisions,” he said.

“However, the important thing 
is that we must maintain decorum 
in educational institutions. No 

one should use force or humiliate 
individuals personally. Regardless of 
the seriousness of the wrongdoing, 
it should be resolved peacefully, 
systematically, and from a neutral 
position,” Wahiduddin emphasised.

“Authorities have started 
addressing these issues at the 
highest levels of administration, 
and this is also happening in 
schools and colleges, but change 
will not occur overnight. However, 
it is unacceptable to use force in any 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

1 dies, several hurt in 
BNP factional clash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A man was killed and several others were injured 
in a clash between two factions of BNP in 
Nagarkanda upazila of Faridpur yesterday.

The incident took place at Nagarkanda Bazar 
area around 11:30am when supporters of Shahidul 
Islam Babul, general secretary of Krishak Dal’s 
central committee, clashed with supporters of 
Shama Obaid, BNP’s central organising secretary 
(Faridpur division).

The deceased -- Kabir Bhuiyan, 50, of Chagaldi 
area of Nagarkanda municipality -- was a supporter 
of Babul.

Enayet Hossain Sakhawat, ward master of 
Faridpur Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical 
College Hospital, confirmed the death, adding that 
the injured were also being treated at the hospital.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

2nd Edition

Somoy TV broadcast 
to remain suspended
SC chamber judge passes order
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Broadcasting of Somoy TV, a private channel, will remain 
suspended till further notice, according to an order 
passed by the Supreme Court’s chamber judge yesterday.

The order came in response to a petition seeking a 
stay on a High Court order on August 19 that asked the 
authorities concerned to stop the channel’s transmission 
for seven days following a writ petition filed by Shampa 
Rahman, managing director of Somoy Media Ltd.

The broadcasting of the channel remained suspended 
since that night.

Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam, chamber judge of the SC’s 
Appellate Division, passed the order after hearing arguments 
from the counsels for both the parties of the case, and sent 
the petition to the full bench for hearing on August 25.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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Jennifer Lopez 
files for divorce 
from Ben Affleck
Jennifer Lopez has officially filed for divorce from 
Ben Affleck, marking the end of their two-year-
long marriage. The couple, once famously known 
as “Bennifer,” first captured headlines in the early 
2000s before splitting in 2004. 

Lopez went on to marry Marc Anthony, while 
Affleck wed Jennifer Garner, with both marriages 
eventually ending in divorce.

After reuniting in 2021, Lopez described their 
initial breakup as her “biggest heartbreak.” 

Their divorce filing in Los Angeles County 
Superior Court comes exactly two years after their 
Georgia wedding celebration. Representatives for 
both stars have not commented on the split.

Sarajevo Film Festival 
celebrates Meg 
Ryan’s film impact
Renowned Hollywood actress, director, and 
producer Meg Ryan was recently recognised by 
the Sarajevo Film Festival, receiving the Honorary 

Heart of Sarajevo on Tuesday night 
for her valuable impact on the film 

industry.
Ryan was among four 

distinguished film creators 
honoured with this award, 
joining US and Palestinian 
directors Alexander Payne 

and Elia Suleiman, as well as 
US actor and producer John 

Turturro.
Festival Director Jovan 

Marjanović praised Ryan’s exceptional 
talent while presenting her with the silver heart-
shaped award.

Ryan symbolically hosted a special screening of 
her 1998 romantic comedy hit, You’ve Got Mail, 
at an open-air cinema, the very location where it 
was first shown during the festival in 1999.

SHAH ALAM SHAZU 

Renowned actress Mousumi Hamid recently 
returned to Dhaka after completing the shoot of a 
new film in Bandarban and Cox’s Bazar. Directed 
by Tasnova Tabassum Atoshi, the film’s title is yet to 
be finalised. This marks her return to work after a 
tumultuous month, which saw the rise of the anti-
discrimination student movement and the collapse 
of the previous government.

However, the actress’ activities haven’t been 
confined to the entertainment industry. Mousumi 
was a prominent voice in the recently concluded 
movement. She took to the streets and voiced her 
support for the students on social media. “I 
joined the protests for four to five days. 
I stood with the students because I 
believe in their cause,” she said.

Recalling a specific incident, 
Mousumi described how, like 
many others, she changed her 
social media profile picture to red 
in solidarity with the movement. 
Not long after, she received 
a phone call during the then 
ongoing curfew, with someone 
repeatedly inquiring about her 
whereabouts. Fearful for her safety, 
she and her husband fled their home. 
“We returned 12 hours later, only to 
receive another call the next day, warning me 
not to post anything else. But I didn’t stop. I spoke 
out against injustice, and I wasn’t afraid.”

When asked about the state of our freedom of 
speech before August 5, Mousumi candidly stated, 
“There wasn’t much freedom of speech, and I am 
living proof of that. Everyone was afraid to speak up. 
But after the downfall of the former government, 
that fear is gone. Now, we can speak freely.”

Mousumi also revisited her experience during the 
2018 protests when actress Quazi Nawshaba Ahmed 
was arrested, “Back then, I posted several things on 
Facebook in support of Nawshaba, which led to me 
receiving threatening phone calls. I couldn’t speak 
out then, but now, with the new sense of freedom, I 
feel like I can finally share my experiences.”

Taking the advice of friends, Mousumi deleted 
some of her posts and turned off her phone out 

of fear after the arrest of Nawshaba. “I went 
underground for 13 days, being completely out of 
contact with everyone. I remember the fear I felt 
as I travelled from Cox’s Bazar to Sreemangal, 
not knowing what would happen next.”

At that time, actor Sazu Khadem bhai was 
of great help. He called many people and told 
them, “Mousumi never gets involved with 
politics, so make sure she isn’t harmed.” After 
that, I continued shooting, but I kept thinking 
that I could be arrested at any moment.”

The actress also disclosed that during 
this period, a director warned her that a case 
had been filed against her and advised her to 

stay hidden. “That was the life I led back 
then,” she recounted.

Reflecting on the current 
situation, Mousumi 

expressed relief. “Now, 
I feel free. We can all 
express our opinions 
openly. Life is 
much better for 
everyone now.”

M o u s u m i 
shared the 

s h o o t i n g 
experience of her 

upcoming musical, 
saying, “We shot in Cox’s Bazar 

and Bandarban. The story is beautiful, 
and it felt great to work amid the serenity 
of nature. After going through an 
uncertain and restless month, being 
able to shoot by the sea and in the 
hills has done wonders for my mood, 
especially being near the mountains.”

In addition to this project, 
Mousumi expressed excitement 
about another of her upcoming films 
Noya Manush, which is set to release 
later this year. 

Mousumi has also been active 
on OTT platforms, with a new web-
film set to begin shooting soon. She 
also mentioned another upcoming 
project with the popular streaming 
platform Hoichoi.

I HAD TO GO INTO 

HIDING IN 2018: 
MOUSUMI HAMID

PHOTOS: 

SHAHREAR KABIR 
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BNP’s ties
FROM PAGE 12

part in the meeting with a four-
member delegation from China.

“We want to make it clear that 
the BNP has always believed in the 
‘One China Policy’ and we want to 
reaffirm this stance with even greater 
firmness,” Fakhrul said.

He told the media that China 
believes the relationship between the 
Communist Party of China and the 
BNP will continue to strengthen. “We 
believe that China’s investment for 
the development of Bangladesh will 
increase further.”

Fakhrul added, “We, the BNP, are 
delighted to hold the meeting with the 
Chinese ambassador after a long time. 
We consider this visit, after the mass 
protest, as a highly significant meeting.

“China has reiterated its 
commitment to the people of 
Bangladesh, clearly stating that they 
don’t believe in supremacy. In the 
geopolitical context of Bangladesh, 
China has always stood by the people 

of this country, and they continue to 
do so today.”

The BNP secretary general praised 
China’s global role, saying, “We 
applaud the significant role that 
China is playing on the global stage 
today. We have sincerely thanked and 
expressed our gratitude for China’s 
assistance to both developed and 
developing countries.”

After the meeting, Ambassador 
Yao Wen told media, “We discussed 
the current situation in Bangladesh. 
We hope that under the leadership 
of the interim government, 
Bangladesh will achieve stability and 
normalisation. We fully support this 
interim government.”

“China will not interfere in the 
internal affairs of Bangladesh. The 
people of Bangladesh look forward 
to our continued support, and we are 
committed to that.

“We are working together for 
a better relationship between 
Bangladesh and China.” 

Govt should ensure
FROM PAGE 12

their legitimate rights to freedom 
and independence, especially in the 
light of Israeli occupation’s criminal 
aggression and genocidal war 
continuing for more than 10 months 
in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and 
Jerusalem.

He said Bangladesh and Palestine 
and their peoples are united by 
strong historical relations based on 
brotherhood and support.

“We and our Palestinian people 
will continue to have gratitude 
and appreciation to Bangladesh 
for permanently and continuously 
standing by our people, and its 
absolute solidarity and support since 
its independence in 1971,” the letter 
said.

Abbas expressed his support to 
the interim government and the 
people of Bangladesh, and wished 
good luck and success to Yunus in 
performing the lofty tasks entrusted 
to him.

Meanwhile, Pentagon on 
Tuesday said it will look forward 
to working with Bangladesh to 
support the shared values and 
interests such as a free and open 
Indo-Pacific.

Pentagon Press Secretary Maj Gen 

Pat Ryder made the comment in a 
briefing in Washington when he was 
asked how Pentagon views the role of 
the Bangladesh Army in supporting 
peace and stability under the interim 
government led by Nobel laureate 
Prof Yunus.

Pat Ryder said, “Well, as you know, 
we do have a defense relationship with 
Bangladesh. We will look forward to 
working to support our shared values 
and interests, such as a free and open 
Indo-Pacific. I don’t have anything to 
read out right now in terms of any 
types of contact.

“As it relates to the Bangladesh 
government, we would also expect 
human rights to be observed and 
there to be an avoidance of any type 
of violence,” he added.

In a briefing yesterday, UN 
secretary-general’s Spokesperson 
Stephane Dujarric said UN hopes 
the interim government, led by 
Dr Yunus, will take an inclusive 
approach, including by considering 
the voices of young people as well as 
women, and minority and indigenous 
communities.

He said the UN also counts on the 
interim government to ensure the full 
protection of all citizens, particularly 
the minorities.

Help us get back laundered money
FROM PAGE 2

Kiminori hoped that Bangladesh will 
be rebuilt under the leadership of 
Prof Yunus.

The Nobel laureate expressed his 
gratitude for Japan’s continuous 
support and expressed his desire to 
take Japan-Bangladesh relations to 
its “peak”. Both sides concurred that 

they would closely work together to 
make it happen.

The envoy conveyed Japan’s 
intention to continue supporting 
Bangladesh’s development and 
prosperity under the “Strategic 
Partnership” enshrined between the 
two countries.

Kiminori stressed the 

importance of establishing peace 
and stability in the country and 
the region, including sustainable 
response to Rohingya refugees, 
advancing economic and business 
cooperation, and boosting people-
to-people exchange. 

He expressed Japan’s readiness to 
work together in these areas.

Pacers shine but 
Pakistan recover
FROM PAGE 12

Bangladesh the first breakthrough 
when he dismissed opener 
Abdullah Shafique for two in the 
fourth over, courtesy of Zakir 
Hasan taking a spectacular flying 
catch at the fifth slip.

Mahmud and Shoriful continued 
to put pressure on the Pakistani 
batters, and it took little time for 
left-arm seamer Shoriful to remove 
skipper Shan Masood.

Although the on-field umpire 
did not initially give Masood out, 
a review showed that the ball had 
touched the bat before it reached 
the wicketkeeper Liton Das. 
Masood was unhappy with the 
change in decision and exchanged 
some heated words with the 
umpires, as he seemed to believe 
that the ball had only hit his pads.

Before the series started, 
Shoriful had stated in the media 
that Pakistani batting maestro 
Babar Azam was his “dream 
wicket”. It took only two balls for 
him to make that dream a reality, 
dismissing the right-hander for a 
duck, reducing Pakistan to 16 for 
three.

Shoriful can credit part of his 
success against Babar to Liton, who 
took a superb diving one-handed 
catch to his left, silencing the home 
fans.

Since Babar’s dismissal, 
Bangladeshi bowlers were unable 
to sustain the pressure, allowing 
Pakistani opener Ayub and Shakeel 
to adopt an aggressive approach.

The hosts reached the 100-
run mark after the Tea break, 
and as the partnership looked 
increasingly dangerous for 
Bangladesh, Hasan returned to 
remove Ayub -- who had earlier 
completed his maiden Test fifty 
-- at the slip cordon where Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz took a sharp catch, 
ending a 98-run stand for the 
fourth wicket.

Later, Shakeel also completed 
his seventh Test fifty and shared 
an unbroken stand of 44 runs with 
Mohammad Rizwan (24 not out) 
to see out the remaining overs of 
the day before bad light forced the 
umpires to call off proceedings.

CITY

Constitutional changes required
FROM PAGE 12

After the Liberation War, the 
proclamations were not incorporated 
in the 1972 constitution, he said. 

“The constitution should not 
dictate the people. It should be written 
again to incorporate the people’s will. 
But we need to figure out how it will 
be done -- through the constituent 
assembly or by other ways.”

All the colonial era legal framework 
and administrative structures have to 
reformed, he added.

Meghmallar Bosu of Dhaka 
University said it is necessary to 
change or amend the constitution. 
But it will require political unity so 
that the next government does not 
nullify the changes.

He recommended proportional 
representation in parliament, which 
was echoed by DU’s coordinator 
Mozammel Haque.

Proportional representation is 
an electoral system in which the 
distribution of seats corresponds 

closely with the proportion of the 
total votes cast for each party.

About banning religion-based 
politics, he said, “We did not find 
anything good in such types of 
decisions earlier. When you oppress 
a party, they become victims and 
get public sympathy. The same will 
happen if the state bans a political 
party by law. It should be done 
through socio and political unity.”

Umama Fatema, a coordinator of 
the movement and a DU student, said 
such parties always use religion as a 
tool for oppression, but they never 
use it as a tool for freedom.

“It will not be wise to ban 
student politics on campuses when 
the administrators are politically 
affiliated. They will only favour their 
party’s student wings, banned or not,” 
she said, adding that the elections to 
students’ unions in campuses are 
vital.

Arif Sohel also spoke for 
students’ union-based politics on 

campuses. “The student union-
based politics will naturally fill the 
vacuum that the political-party 
based students’ politics will leave 
behind and a new kind of students’ 
politics will arise.”

Terming the 2014 polls “voterless 
election”, 2018 election “night 
vote”, and this year’s polls “dummy 
independent” election, Mustafiz 
Rahman of Jagannath University 
said the country’s current state is the 
result of those so-called elections.  

Editor and Publisher of The Daily 
Star Mahfuz Anam also joined the 
discussion moderated by The Daily 
Star journalist Shuchismita Tithi.

Mahfuz said our inability to 
accept different views and to live with 
differing opinions is a huge disease.

“Now, your future vision is for a 
democratic Bangladesh. To achieve 
that, we need to bring a culture of 
tolerance towards different opinions. 
You have set so many examples and I 
hope you can set this example as well.”

Students force DU dean to quit
FROM PAGE 12

and signed it in front of the students.
However, the agitators then 

insisted that Mahbub must sign the 
resignation letter they had prepared.

The dean then wrote another 
resignation letter, similar to the one 
prepared by the students, but refused 
to submit it to the office in-person.

The dean of another faculty 
of the university, wishing to be 
unnamed, told The Daily Star that 
he has his resignation letter ready 
after seeing what happened to Prof 
Mahbub.

In another development, a group 
of students from the Mathematics 
department padlocked the office 
of Prof Chandra Nath Podder, 
demanding his permanent removal 
as teacher.

The agitators started 
demonstrating in front of the 
department around noon alleging 
that he opposed the Anti-

Discrimination Student Movement.
Emerging from a meeting around 

1:00pm, Chandra met the protesters 
and heard their demand.

Following a five-hour negotiation 
between the teacher and students, 
the students left the department 
saying they would announce their 
next course of action soon.

Another group of students 
of the Institute of Nutrition and 
Food Science yesterday demanded 
permanent removal of two teachers 
and apology from the rest of the 
teachers.

Meanwhile, a group of students of 
the university’s Sociology department 
yesterday sent a letter to the 
department demanding resignation 
of Chairman Prof Zeenat Huda.

They also demanded Prof AKM 
Jamal Uddin, Prof Sadeka Halim, and 
Prof Moshiur Rahman be relieved 
of all academic and administrative 
duties.

The agitating students also 
issued a 48-hour ultimatum to the 
authorities to meet their demands 
and warned that they would lay siege 
to the department if their demands 
were not met.

Also, a group of students of the 
Economics department wrote to the 
department chairperson yesterday 
demanding removal of Prof Shahadat 
Hossain Siddique and Syed Naimul 
Wadood.

Prof Zeenat in her letter to the 
law affairs adviser alleged that those 
groups of students [protesters] were 
creating a scary situation on campus, 
and that the teachers were feeling 
insecure.

“I would like to inform you that 
a good number of teachers of 
Dhaka University are in vulnerable 
condition. They are being threatened 
and attacked so that they resign as 
chairman, director, and dean,” reads 
the letter.
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Protests grow 
in India over 
abuse of two 
minors
Schools, internet 
shut in a town near 
Mumbai

REUTERS, Mumbai

Internet services were cut 
off and schools were closed 
for a second straight day 
in a town near India’s 
financial capital Mumbai 
yesterday, as protests over 
the alleged sexual abuse 
of two, four-year old girls 
intensified, media said.

The protests in Badlapur, 
about 50 km from Mumbai, 
come amid nationwide 
demonstrations over the 
rape and murder of 31-year-
old doctor in Kolkata.

A janitor was arrested for 
allegedly sexually abusing 
the students in a school in 
Badlapur on the weekend.  

Angry protesters 
blocked railway tracks 
for hours on Tuesday, 
demanding justice for the 
children, echoing similar 
protests across the country 
by doctors and women’s 
groups. 

Tanker adrift 
after multiple 
attacks in Red 
Sea: agency
REUTERS, Dubai

A Greek-flagged oil tanker 
was adrift in the Red Sea 
yesterday after repeated 
attacks that started a fire 
on the vessel and caused 
the ship to lose power, the 
UK maritime agency said.

The Sounion was 
first attacked by two 
small boats and hit by 
multiple projectiles about 
77 nautical miles west 
of Yemen’s port city of 
Hodeidah on Wednesday 
morning, the Greek 
shipping ministry and 
the UK Maritime Trade 
Operations (UKMTO) said.

There was a brief 
exchange of small arms fire 
during the incident, the 
UKMTO said, adding in a 
later update that the ship 
had reported a renewed 
attack. That caused the fire 
and led the vessel to lose 
engine power and its ability 
to manoeuvre.

Medical professionals and students holding placards shout slogans during a protest against the rape and murder of a doctor in India’s West 
Bengal state, in New Delhi, India yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Death ‘only certainty’ 
for people in Gaza

Says UN official as Israeli strikes continue in enclave

AFP, Jerusalem

In Gaza, death appears to be the “only 
certainty” for 2.4 million Palestinians 
with no way to escape Israel’s relentless 
bombardment, a UN official said 
Tuesday, recounting the growing 
desperation across the territory.

“It does feel like people are waiting 
for death. Death seems to be the only 
certainty in this situation,” Louise 
Wateridge, a spokeswoman for the UN 
agency for Palestinian refugees, also 
known as UNRWA, told AFP from Gaza.

For the past two weeks, Wateridge has 
been in the Gaza Strip, witnessing the 
humanitarian crisis, fear of death and 
spread of disease as the offensive rages on.

“Nowhere in the Gaza Strip is 
safe, absolutely nowhere is safe. It’s 
absolutely devastating,” Wateridge 
said from the Nuseirat area of central 
Gaza -- a regular target of Israel’s aerial 
assaults.

Since fighting broke out in October, 
Israeli forces have pounded the besieged 
territory from the air, land and sea, 

reducing much of it to rubble.
Now in its eleventh month, the 

offensive has created an acute 
humanitarian crisis, with hundreds of 
thousands of people, most of whom 
have been displaced several times, 
running out of basic food and clean 
drinking water.

“We are facing unprecedented 
challenges when it comes to the spread 
of disease, when it comes to hygiene. 
Part of this is because of the Israeli 
imposed siege on the Gaza Strip,” 
Wateridge said.

Israel’s military campaign has killed 
at least 40,223 people, according to 
the health ministry in the Hamas-run 
territory. Most of the dead in Gaza are 
women and children, according to the 
UN human rights office.

Tens of thousands of people have 
taken refuge in schools across the Gaza 
Strip, an increasingly regular target 
of Israeli missiles. Israel’s military 
says these schools have been used 
as command and control centres by 
Hamas, a charge the group denies.

CITY

3 more cases filed with 
ICT  against Hasina
FROM PAGE 12

Besides Hasina, 76 others 
were accused including AL 
General Secretary Obaidul 
Quader and several 
ministers.

Asaduzzaman, also 
an SC lawyer, filed a 
complaint on behalf of 
Abdul Matin, father of 
Sheikh Shahriar Bin 
Matin, who, according to 
the complaint, was fatally 
shot by police in the 
capital’s Mirpur on July 
18.  

He was an HSC examinee 
of Ishwardi Ideal College in 
Mirpur.

Hasina and 49 others, 
including top leaders 
of the parties in the 
AL-led alliance, former 
ministers, police officers 
and leaders and activists 
of AL, were accused in the 
complaint.

The same lawyer filed 
another complaint on 
behalf of MA Razzaque, 
father of Asif Iqbal, a 
small trader from Sreepur 
Upazila of Magura.

As per the complaint, 
Asif was “shot dead by 
police” at the capital’s 
Mirpur-10 intersection on 
July 19.

Hasina and 71 others, 
including top leaders of the 
parties under the AL-led 
alliance, former ministers, 
police officers, and AL 
leaders and activists, were 
accused.

10 MORE CASES
Two murder cases were 

filed with Badda Police 
Station against Hasina and 
189 others over the killing 
of Sumon Sikder and Abdul 
Jabbar on July 19.

Sumon’s mother 
Masuma filed the case 
against Hasina and 
178 others, including 
former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan and 
Bashundhara Group 
Managing Director Sayem 
Sobhan Anvir.

Jabbar’s mother Nazma 
Begum filed the other case 
against Hasina and eight 
others.

Sharmin Ahkter, widow 
of Russel Miah, filed a 
complaint with a Dhaka 
court, accusing Hasina 
and 27 others of killing her 
husband during protests in 

Rampura on July 19.
The court ordered 

the officer-in-charge of 
Rampura Police Station to 
register the complaint as a 
case.

The former prime 
minister and 38 others 
were sued in a case filed 
with Uttara East Police 
Station over the killing of 
Fazlul Haque on August 
5. The victim’s brother 
Anwar Hossain filed the 
case.

Hasina and 47 were 
sued for the killing of 
Tauhidul Islam, a student 
of Kabi Nazrul Government 
College on August 4.

The victim’s elder 
brother Tariqul Islam 
filed the complaint with 
another Dhaka court that 
asked the Tejgaon Police 
Station OC to register it as 
an FIR.

Hasina, former chief 
justice ABM Khairul Haque 
and three others were sued 
over the killing of Firoz 
Talukder who was shot 
from a helicopter on July 
19.

Firoz’s wife Reshma 
Sultana filed the case with 
a Dhaka court that asked 
Mirpur Police Station OC 
to register it as an FIR.

A murder case was 
filed against Hasina and 
44 others over the killing 
of Roman Mia, 17, in 
Narayanganj’s Rupganj 
upazila on August 5.

Roman’s aunt Rina filed 
the case with Rupganj 
Police Station.

In Gazipur, a murder 
case was filed last night 
against 139 people 
including Hasina over the 
death of Noor Alam, 22.

Another murder case 
was filed against Hasina 
and 79 others yesterday 
with Fatuallah Police 
Station over the killing of a 
bus driver.

Sahida Begum, mother 
of deceased Abul Hossain 
Mizi, who was shot dead at 
Signboard area on July 19, 
filed the case, said Fatullah 
OC Nure Azam.

In Sylhet, Chhatra Dal 
leader Juber Ahmed filed 
a case against Hasina, her 
sister Sheikh Rehana and 
85 others for an attack on 
a BNP procession.

Over Tk 1cr found
FROM PAGE 12

510 Turkish lira, 200 British pounds, a pistol, two 
magazines and 50 bullets were recovered during the 
raid,” Anisur Rahman, inspector (investigation) of 
Banani Police Station, told The Daily Star.

The staffers alleged that the raid was conducted 
when no staffers were present there.

However, police said the staffers did not cooperate, 
forcing them to seek assistance from the fire service to 
break open the vaults.

Youth and Sports Adviser Asif Mahmud Sajib 
Bhuiyan, Additional District Magistrate of Dhaka AKM 
Hedaitul Islam, coordinator of Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement Sarjis Alam, another coordinator 
Hasnat Abdullah, and Gono Odhikar Parishad 
President Nurul Haque Nur were present during the 
drive.

On Tuesday, Bangladesh Financial Intelligence 
Unit (BFIU) ordered the freezing of bank accounts of 
several individuals, including Nasrul and former Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police joint commissioner Biplob Kumar 
Sarkar.

Meanwhile, the BFIU yesterday asked banks to freeze 
the accounts of former lawmaker Shamim Osman, his 
brother and former lawmaker AKM Salim Osman and 
their family members.

The banks were also instructed to suspend the 
locker facilities for the members of the families for the 
next 30 days.

Besides, the banks were asked to suspend 
the transactions through their privately owned 
institutional accounts. The BFIU sought an update on 
the accounts in the next five working days.
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We can’t have same old 
politics on campus
Reforming the culture of student 
politics is crucial
A recent Prothom Alo  survey—where 93 percent of respondents, 
or over 326,000 people, supported banning student politics—
reflects widespread frustration and disillusionment with 
the current culture of student politics in Bangladesh. This 
overwhelming sentiment cannot be dismissed lightly. For 
far too long, student wings of political parties have exercised 
unchecked control over university campuses, often resorting 
to violence, intimidation, and coercion to maintain their 
dominance. In particular, the crimes and abuses committed 
by Chhatra League over the last 15 years have understandably 
led many to conclude that banning student politics altogether 
is the only solution.

However, the manner in which such surveys are framed 
misses the critical point that it’s not student politics per se—
but rather party-based student politics—that is problematic. 
Unfortunately, much of the discussion and reaction revolving 
around this issue seems to stem from this faulty premise. The 
decision of the 19 public educational institutions including 
11 universities and six medical colleges that have recently 
prohibited student politics, with 13 of them simultaneously 
banning politics for teachers and staff, is also based on this 
premise. “Ban student politics” has become a rallying cry since 
the fall of the Awami regime on August 5. 

However, we must also recognise the vital role that student 
politics, when properly structured and purpose-driven, 
can play in representing student interests and addressing 
legitimate grievances within our educational institutions. 
The very uprising that ousted the Awami League government 
owes to the leadership of largely nonpartisan but politically 
conscious students. Among them were also students tied to 
rival political parties, many of whom sacrificed their lives. But 
they left behind their political identity when they joined hands 
with other students for a cause that unified the whole nation. 

The history of student politics in Bangladesh is replete with 
such glorious moments transcending party lines. Students 
being exploited by political parties to do their bidding form 
the other stream of this history, and it is this stream that 
needs to be rectified. Interestingly, we don’t even need a new 
law or ordinance for that. The Representation of the People 
Order (RPO) already prohibits political parties from having any 
affiliated student or teacher organisations. However, we have 
seen how political parties bypassed this law on technicalities, 
with Awami League calling Chhatra League a “brotherly 
organisation”, and BNP calling Chhatra Dal an “associate 
organisation” with its own constitution. Preventing such 
manipulations can put an end to the culture of party-based 
politics on campuses, and this is where we should focus. 

The rights of students or teachers to engage in political 
activities are inalienable, but they can do so on their own time 
and outside the campus. But pursuing their political rights 
or agenda at the expense of general students and teachers is 
unacceptable. Clearly, there is a fine line to balance here. So 
instead of banning student politics altogether, university 
administrations should ban party-based politics, activate and 
empower student unions to better protect their interests, 
and ensure academic and intellectual freedoms so that 
our students can grow to be the leaders we need. Political 
influences in teacher recruitment, dormitory seat distribution, 
and other relevant areas also must stop. No party should be 
given the chance to exploit our universities again. 

Health sector needs 
urgent healing
Govt must focus on purging partisan 
influences
A Prothom Alo report on the politicisation of the public health 
sector portrays a grim picture of how far the rot has spread. The 
report details how partisanship has pervaded the sector—from 
medical academia to healthcare services to projects under the 
health ministry—ensuring absolute dominance of the erstwhile 
ruling party. But Awami League was not the only one to have 
spread its tentacles; BNP also did the same while in power, and it 
seems the party is trying to do it again after the fall of the former.

Reportedly, after forming government in 2009, Awami 
League and its affiliates placed loyal officials in various health-
related institutions. One example is the Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University (BSMMU), where five consecutive 
vice-chancellors appointed since 2009 have either been a 
member of pro-AL Swadhinata Chikitsak Parishad (Swachip) 
or directly involved with AL politics. The same goes for pro-
VCs, proctors and others in top positions. Political recruitments 
were also seen at 37 other public medical colleges. Elsewhere, 
at the 495 upazila health complexes, only officials loyal to AL 
were appointed as upazila health officers. Thus, loyalists were 
favoured in leadership positions at every level of the public 
healthcare sector—from the grassroots to the top—whether 
they were qualified or not. In the process, AL deprived anyone 
with suspected links to BNP and even deserving nonpartisan 
candidates.

During BNP’s rule in 2001-2006, it was the pro-BNP Doctors 
Association of Bangladesh (DAB) that dominated public-sector 
recruitments, choosing party loyalists in important positions, 
and thus depriving those even remotely affiliated with AL and 
its politics. During the times of both regimes, those who were 
not affiliated with either party or their politics have suffered, 
and the lack of competent leadership eventually plunged the 
sector into an unprecedented crisis.

In the aftermath of Sheikh Hasina’s fall, it seems BNP is 
focused on repeating the same cycle. As many as 173 doctors 
who were recruited in BNP’s time, and deprived of promotions 
throughout the AL rule, were all promoted in one day—on 
August 8. The Prothom Alo report suggests that the spate of 
promotions is still going on. Frustrated DAB members are 
cornering relevant authorities, staging protests in various 
medical institutions, and in some cases even vandalising public 
hospitals.

We understand the frustration of pro-BNP doctors and 
medical professionals, but their attempt to forcefully claim 
what they think they deserve cannot be acceptable. Political 
partisanship is one of the root causes behind the ailing public 
health sector, and it’s time to do away with it. Otherwise, 
much-needed reforms in the sector will continue to elude us. 
To restore discipline in this vital sector, we urge the interim 
government to be strict and judicious about all appointments 
and promotions. Only those who are qualified and deserving 
should get preference.

When the Higher Secondary Certificate 
(HSC) exams were cancelled in the face 
of intense student protests, it seemed 
like a swift and empathetic solution to 
an urgent crisis. After all, the protests 
were marked by significant trauma 
and loss, and many students were left 
physically and emotionally scarred. On 
the surface, offering an automatic pass 
might appear to be a compassionate 
acknowledgement of their struggles. 
Moreover, the decision aligns with 
the desire to avoid exacerbating the 
students’ stress and discomfort. 
However, as someone who experienced 
the “auto-pass” phenomenon first-
hand during the pandemic, I can attest 
that such decisions are rarely as simple 
as they seem. The “auto-pass” trap—
though it may provide immediate 
relief—carries hidden costs and long-
term consequences.

To begin with, a major drawback of 
the auto-pass system is its potential 
to undermine the academic integrity 
of the examination process. HSC 
exams are designed to assess students’ 
knowledge and preparedness at a 
critical juncture of their academic 
journey. By cancelling these exams 
and relying on past results or alternate 
assessments, we risk diluting the 
standards that make the HSC a 
meaningful benchmark. Another 
critical concern is the issue of fairness. 

Using SSC results as a stand-in for HSC 
exams feels like being measured by a 
ruler that is too short for the task. The 
HSC exams are meant to challenge 
students at a higher level, reflecting 
their progression and readiness for 
higher education. By bypassing these 
exams, we risk creating an inequitable 
situation where some students are 
unfairly advantaged or disadvantaged 
based on their past performance.  

There must be students who have 
prepared diligently for their exams, 
especially those who previously 
struggled and hoped to improve their 
grades. The auto-pass system overlooks 
their hard work and sacrifices. This not 
only impacts their academic journey, 
but also their sense of achievement 
and self-worth. I have many friends 
from the 2020 HSC batch who were 
unable to apply for admission tests due 
to average grades. Some of them had to 

take a gap year before applying abroad, 
while my English-medium peers opted 
for the next session of A Levels. 

The “auto-pass” label can also 
have a lingering impact on students’ 
futures. The tag sticks for longer than 
one would think—through university 
applications, job interviews, and even 
casual conversations. It might imply to 
others that these students did not earn 
their qualifications through traditional 
means, potentially leading to doubts 
about their capabilities. The social and 
psychological impact of this stigma 
can be significant, affecting their self-
esteem and how they are perceived by 
peers and potential employers. 

Moreover, we need to acknowledge 
the fact that the protests leading up to 
the cancellation of the exams were far 
from orderly, and the decision to cancel 
the exams under the pressure of a mob-

like protest raises serious questions 
about administrative decision-making. 
It suggests that significant policy 
changes can be achieved through 
long marches and mass mobilisation, 
rather than through thoughtful 
analysis and consideration. Effective 
crisis management requires a balance 
of empathy and fairness, along with 
decisions that uphold the integrity of 
systems while addressing immediate 
needs. This is a classic case of how the 

immediate demands of a vocal group 
can sometimes overshadow a more 
balanced and considered approach. 
Decisions like these should be made 
through representative discourse and 
after consideration of all sides.

Instead of opting for a blanket 
auto-pass policy, several alternative 
approaches could have been taken to 
balance compassion with fairness. For 
instance, providing special provisions 
for students who were directly 
affected by the protests—those who 
were injured or deeply traumatised—
could have been one solution. These 
students could have been given the 
option to take their exams later when 
they were ready to perform at their 
best. Alternatively, implementing 
modified assessment methods could 
have provided flexibility for students 
facing exceptional circumstances. 
For example, offering project-based 
evaluations or oral exams could have 
allowed students to demonstrate their 
knowledge in a different format. The 
authorities could have also prioritised 
mental health support and counselling 
for the affected students to help them 
cope with their trauma and stress. 

Quick fixes rarely lead to lasting 
solutions, especially when it comes to 
education. The auto-pass decision sets 
a concerning precedent for how crises 
are managed in our education system. 
While student voices are crucial and 
must be heard, decisions impacting 
large numbers of individuals should 
be made based on comprehensive 
consideration and long-term 
implications, rather than immediate 
pressure. As students, we deserve a 
system that values our hard work and 
gives us the chance to prove ourselves 
in a level playing field. Anything less is 
a disservice to us all.

Understanding the auto-pass trap
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and must be heard, decisions impacting large numbers 
of individuals should be made based on comprehensive 
consideration and long-term implications, rather than 

immediate pressure.

After 15 years of autocratic rule and 
authoritarian economic policymaking, 
the time has come for significant societal 
reform through conscious youth 
leadership and public participation. 
Such a possibility was created once in 
1972 and again in 1990. We could not 
realise either of those two opportunities 
because of the betrayal and hypocrisy 
of the big political parties. Instead, we 
saw them consolidate their wealth and 
create a new political class. 

It is important that we remember 
the failings of the past, so that we do 
not replicate them moving forward. 
Now, there is an interim government—
we know its limitations but we 
must also keep in mind its primary 
responsibilities. This government came 
to power through a mass uprising, so it 
has public support and responsibility to 
initiate some major reforms that other 
governments did not. Let’s consider 
some of the things this government can 
do in the next one or two months.

First and foremost, inquiry 
committees should be formed to 
investigate the unprecedented number 
of killings and acts of repression that 
we have witnessed. The responsible 
persons, organisations, and policies 
that enabled these actions should 
be brought to justice and amended 
through a special tribunal. An example 
must be set so that this sort of mass 
killing can never happen again in 
Bangladesh. 

Massive corruption, bad deals, 
bank robberies, loan defaults, and 
over-expenditures in megaprojects 
have been commonplace in the last 15 
years. The government should publish 
a white paper and make public all the 
deals, contracts and excesses of the 
previous regime. The next duty would 
be to analyse the large amount of loans 
incurred—Bangladesh has never had 
such high levels of foreign loans. The 
people of Bangladesh are yet to fully 
realise the steep amount they will need 
to repay as a result of these incredibly 
expensive contracts, since the deals were 
never made public. Moving forward, 
we must demand full disclosure of 
each loan or contract signed by our 
government, as the burden for paying 
them will fall on us. 

Then there are the megaprojects, 
which have been touted as the 

achievements of the government; yet 
many of them are actually disastrous, 
unreliable, and risk-prone, threatening 
the security of the country. It is 
essential for this government to 
review these megaprojects. One of the 
most prominent ones is the Rampal 
project which has the potential to 
destroy the Sundarbans, the largest 
mangrove forest in the world that also 
acts as a protective barrier against 
natural disasters. Enough national 
and international research has 
been conducted by experts clearly 
highlighting the dangerous impact 
of these projects. Moreover, there has 
been a decade-long people’s movement 
against this project with support being 
attained from every section of society.

There is also the Rooppur Nuclear 

Power Plant, which poses an existential 
threat. It is unusual to find a nuclear 
power plant in such a densely populated 
place filled with forests and rivers. If 
the risk of such a nuclear plant were 
ever to become a reality, the lives of 
tens of millions of people would be 
endangered. Even the nuclear waste 
management system of a project like 
this would put the country at risk.

The decision is clear: projects like 
Rampal, Rooppur, and Bashkhali must 
be cancelled. The interim government 
can initiate the process of doing so. 
Now, a question may arise: Since we 
have already taken loans for these 

projects and spent such an exorbitant 
amount of money, won’t this be a 
massive financial loss to not continue? 
My answer is this: if a government, 
without the consent of its people, takes 
a loan that is against their well-being, 
it is not the people’s responsibility to 
repay that loan. It is a case of odious 
debt, a legal doctrine explaining this 
very phenomenon. However, should we 
not receive that exemption and have to 
repay the loan, I would still argue that 
cancelling such projects would be more 
beneficial than going ahead with them 
in the long run. 

The energy sector has become 
an area of large-scale corruption in 
Bangladesh. In the name of capacity 
charges, some companies receive 
hundred thousand crores of taka. 
Previously, the prime minister was in 
charge of this ministry, along with 
the state minister, aided by some local 
and international private companies. 
The companies that benefitted from 
unethical arrangements included 
well-known names such as Summit, 
Beximco, Bashundhara, United and 
many others in Bangladesh; in India, it 
consisted of NTPC, Adani, and Ambani; 
in Russia, it was Rosatom and Gazprom; 
in the US, the organisations were 

Chevron, ConocoPhillips; and in China 
it was China Power etc.

The entire power and energy 
policy needs to be revised. The Quick 
Enhancement of Electricity and 
Energy Supply Act must be repealed 
immediately.  Right now, we are 
running on a master plan made 
entirely by foreign consultants. We 
have to reject this and cancel all the 
environmentally disastrous, import-
oriented, foreign-funded projects and 
opt for environmentally-friendly, safe, 
non-corrupt projects. This will not only 
reduce the price of gas and electricity, 
but eliminate the threat posed to the 

environment. We can achieve this by 
developing Bangladesh’s capacity in 
natural gas exploration and by pushing 
for renewable energy. The interim 
government must initiate this journey. 

Next, we have to prioritise the 
major but neglected sectors crucial 
for public well-being which include 
public education, public healthcare, 
and public transportation. For far too 

long, we’ve seen low budget allocation 
and high irregularities in these sectors. 
Meanwhile, public transportation 
remains under the auspices of corrupt 
business owners. Should the spirit of 
the 2018 Road Safety movement be 
revived, and the demands made then 
be fulfilled now, the public transport 
sector can be greatly rectified. After 
independence, great emphasis had been 
placed on education and health; yet we 
have backtracked completely. Every 
government has failed in this regard. 
If the current government focuses on 
fixing these sectors, their credibility will 
increase, and based on this, stronger 
institutions may be developed. 

The conversation of reforming the 
constitution should also start. We need 
to figure out how the constitution has 
become exceedingly discriminatory, 
autocratic, and anti-people. How was 
power taken from the people? Why 
does the prime minister hold so much 
power in one hand? The constitution 
includes clauses for gender, class, 
ethnic and religious inclusion and 
also includes clauses against all sorts 
of discrimination. Yet, these promises 
have not been fulfilled due to opposite 
clauses in the same constitution.

Finally, along with institutional 
reforms for sustainable democracy, the 
VIP culture must be eradicated. Public 
offices should transform to serve the 
public without hassle. There must be 
accountability and transparency for all 
actions taken by government offices.

What the interim government 
needs to do urgently
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The overthrow of dictator Sheikh Hasina in 
the recent mass uprising has given rise to 
new optimism in Bangladesh’s long struggle 
for democratic transition. Learning from 
the failure of democratic transition after the 
90’s mass uprising, public opinion has been 
formed in favour of various institutional 
reforms including the country’s constitution. 
In this context, lessons need to be learned 
from the failure and success of institutional 
reforms in other countries of the world. 

The pragmatic and consensus-based 
politics exhibited by Tunisian political 
leaders and civil society groups in their 
struggle for democratic transition can be 
a good case study, as mentioned in The 
Tunisian Revolution and Democratic 
Transition (2022) by Mohammad Dawood 
Sofi. From Tunisia’s experiences of success 
and failure, we can understand what to do 
and what not to do in the path of democratic 
transition.

Tunisian dictator Ben Ali was ousted 
from power in a mass uprising in January 
2011. After that, to break free from the old 
authoritarian rule and initiate a democratic 
transition, a decision was made to elect a 
National Constituent Assembly (NCA) to 
draft a new constitution. A commission 
named High Authority for the Achievement 
of the Revolution Objectives (HAARO), simply 
known as the Ben Achour Commission, 
was formed to frame new electoral laws 
and procedures for the smooth conduct of 
elections for NCA. The commission with 155 
members had a broad representation of legal 
experts, scholars, civil society organisations, 
and political parties. Following a free and fair 
election, a 217-member NCA was elected in 
October 2011 with representatives of various 
political parties. 

Under the leadership of this elected 
constituent assembly, several specialised 
committees were formed to draft the various 
parts of the constitution, including the 
preamble, general principles, fundamental 
rights, government structure, judiciary 
etc. The committees prepared the drafts by 
taking advice from many local and foreign 
legal and constitutional experts. Different 
social groups including labour unions, 
women’s and human rights organisations 
also participated in this work providing 
advice and playing a role in resolving 
disagreements among political parties on 
different sections of the constitution. In 
this way, the draft constitution was finalised 
based on the active participation and 

opinions of people from all walks of life and 
was adopted as the constitution of Tunisia in 
January 2014 by a two-thirds majority vote 
in the NCA.

Unlike in Egypt, where two constitutions 
were quickly drafted by appointed 
committees with little public debate or 
input within two years after the Arab Spring, 
the elected NCA in Tunisia drafted the 
constitution based on two years of arguments 
and compromises. This constitution was 
termed as the most progressive one in the 
Arab world, in which freedom of expression, 
religious freedom, and equality of men 
and women were guaranteed. The 2014 
constitution tried to balance the powers 
of the president and the prime minister. 
According to the constitution, the ministries 

of defence and foreign affairs would be in the 
hands of the president and the remaining 
ministries would be controlled by the prime 
minister. The parliamentary election would 
be based on the proportional representation 
system. The president would be elected by 
general, free and direct elections, who would 
appoint the prime minister consulting with 
the parliament. The constitution legally 
mandated the Independent High Authority 
for Elections (ISIE) which was formed by 
the NCA in January 2014 by secret ballot 
and with a two‐thirds majority of the NCA. 
ISIE has been provided with its own budget, 
and a provision prohibits the removal 
of members without specific reasons 
prescribed by law. ISIE held a series of fair 
and impartial elections—both parliamentary 
and presidential—in 2014 and 2019 which 
furthered Tunisia’s democratic transition.

However, the political parties that came 
to power through these elections could not 
solve Tunisia’s economic, social and security 
issues. Problems such as unemployment, 
inflation, corruption and inequality again 
fuelled public discontent. Added to that were 
the terrorist attacks of various Jihadi groups. 
Demonstrations intensified in January 2021 
to protest the failure to deal with the Covid 
pandemic, the economic crisis and police 

brutalities. Exploiting this public discontent, 
President Kais Saeed, a retired law professor, 
who won the 2019 election by a landslide, 
suspended the parliament and dismissed 
the prime minister in July 2021. And in 
doing so, he used Article 80 of Tunisia’s 
2014 constitution, which empowers the 
president to take “extraordinary measures” 
for a specified period of time on matters of 
national security and sovereignty. But first 
suspending and then dissolving parliament 
under Article 80 was unconstitutional 
as the article mandated that the prime 
minister and the parliamentary speaker 
be consulted and that the parliament 
remain functional during such exceptional 
measures. Unfortunately, the one body that 
could adjudicate whether Article 80 was 
appropriately applied was the constitutional 

court, which still did not exist due to the 
inability of the parliament to agree on the 
court’s membership.

Exploiting this situation, President 
Kais Said drafted a new constitution in 
June 2022 that would reverse Tunisia’s 
democratic transition. Then in July 2022, 
in a controversial referendum held in the 
face of strong objections and boycotts by 
opposition parties where voter turnout was 

only 30.5 percent, the new constitution 
was adopted, effectively transforming the 
Tunisian government into a presidential 
autocracy. 

Notable among the reasons for this 
reversal of Tunisia’s democratic transition 
within a decade of the fall of the dictator 
are: extreme political polarisation, especially 
between secular and Islamist parties; failure 
to address economic problems such as 
inequality, unemployment and inflation; 
terrorist attacks by various jihadist groups 
that sway public opinion in favour of 
authoritarian action; various weaknesses 
of the constitution including ambiguities 
regarding the distribution of powers between 
the prime minister and the president, 
lack of protection mechanism to prevent 
misuse of Article 80 of the constitution, 

weak judiciary, inadequate mechanism 
for resolution of differences between the 
president, prime minister and parliament 
etc. Besides, the 2014 constitution did not 
give due importance to ensuring various 
social and economic rights of the people, 
which acted as a catalyst behind the erosion 
of the constitution’s popularity.

The positive aspect of Tunisia’s 
constitutional reform was the democratic 

process of drafting the constitution through 
an elected National Constituent Assembly 
based on the opinions of people of various 
ideologies. For this reason, Tunisia was 
exceptional while many other countries 
in the Arab world that were freed from 
autocracy in the contemporary period 
quickly fell into military rule or civil war. On 
the other hand, the democratic transition 
of Tunisia faces major obstacles due to the 
political divisiveness based on identity and 
the inability of the political classes to solve 
the long-standing economic problems such 
as inequality, unemployment and inflation 
by utilising the political freedom enshrined 
in the new constitution.

It is important to learn from this 
experience of Tunisia as Bangladesh embarks 
on a democratic transformation journey. 

Bangladesh can learn from 
Tunisia’s experience
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Tunisian President Moncef Marzouki holds a copy of the country’s new constitution after signing it in Tunis on January 27, 2014.  
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If Bangladesh is suspended within the 
geopolitical tripod of India, China and the 
United States, where are we positioning now? 
The current discourse suggests that priorities 
are set where the near-neighbour with the 
largest GDP on the planet only gets bronze, 
not silver, and certainly not gold.

Beijing keeps its customary quiet 
demeanour, scrupulously keeping to its 
decades-long policy of not publicly interfering 
in internal matters. They are, however, quite 
interested in the events of the Bengal delta. 
The Global Times on August 12 noted that 
Donald Lu’s visit in May was seen by some 
as “part of a strategy to pressure Hasina into 
acting against China.” Liu Zongzi, director 
of the Center of South Asia Studies at the 
Shanghai Institute for International Studies, 
guessed that the reason for the US “seeking 
to overthrow her [Hasina]” was “(her non-
compliance) with the US on many issues.”

Myanmar and St Martin’s Island
Let’s chat about St Martin’s Island, a tiny, three 
square-kilometre coral outpost, as referred to 
in Chinese media. I visited the island—also 
known as Narikel Jinjira—in 2001, staying 
there for a night—a time when it was still not 
on the tourist trail. It took mere minutes to 
walk from one end to the other. Could this 
fragile place really be the location for a US 
base, to add to their 800-plus others around 
the globe? Eight kilometres off the coast of 
Arakan, some suggest it could be a listening 
post and a forward deployment point. In the 
age of drones, could one intervene in Arakan 
and the rest of Myanmar? It reminds us how 
Bangladesh and Myanmar security forces 

faced off each other in 2018.
Whether it is St Martin’s or Teknaf is not the 

issue. Beijing is naturally alarmed by the civil 
war in Myanmar, with which it shares a long 
porous border. Instability in this resource-
rich place directly affects Yunnan. Given that 
the US is confronting China in the Taiwan 
Straits, it is plausible that a “second front” 
might appear on the Irrawaddy (Ayeyarwady). 
If Dhaka shifts from Delhi to Washington’s 
orbit with this new administration (or possibly 
a BNP one), Beijing will naturally look at the 
security implications across the Naf River and 
beyond.

More than a million Rohingya remain 
trapped in an open air confinement in 

Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar. Imploring China 
to assist with their repatriation begs the 
question: why are they going to spend 
enormous amounts of political capital in 
dealing with the brutal Tatmadaw or the 
Arakan Army? Dhaka needs to formulate 
a much broader policy on Myanmar, which 
takes into consideration Beijing’s anxieties 
and seeks common ground between the two. 
That would be a first. Besides the Rohingya, 

how often have our political elites ever 
evinced an interest in Myanmar—and thus 
China?

There was one time. In 2012, there were 
talks of Chinese willingness to build a direct 
road from Kunming via Mandalay to Teknaf, 
which was shelved. India leaned on Yangon to 
block that lifeline. Later, Delhi also put an end 
to the longer route from Kunming to Kolkata, 
via Dhaka, which had been rebranded as 
BCIM (Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar 
Economic Corridor). 
Treating China like a cash cow?
This is where we come to the nub of the 
problem. We see China as just a giant foreign 
aid ATM. They are ready to lend and build as 

part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), but 
they also seek a deeper partnership.

Even though I had my fears, I wrote a piece 
in this daily in July, titled “Mission to China.” I 
was shocked how disastrous the trip to Beijing 
turned out to be. Last year, in discussions in 
Dhaka, I was led to believe that the Awami 
League government would shift dramatically 
to Beijing after securing its victory in the 
January 7 (s)election. But would Delhi allow 
such a thing? This year, Sheikh Hasina made 
not one, but two, visits to Delhi. The second 
one looked like a dressing down by the South 
Block. Chinese offers to invest over a billion 
dollars in saving the little water that came 
from the Teesta River were to be rejected. 
So were any major breakthroughs. So, the 
former foreign minister, Hasan Mahmud, 
and associates bandied about the sum of 
money they would ask out of China. $5 billion 
worth of yuan, which became $2 billion. More 
infrastructure—easy to syphon commissions 
from, perhaps.

This was capped off by a severe breach of 
diplomatic protocol. Hasina and her courtiers 
tore up the schedule and returned one night 
earlier. Mahmud claimed it was because she 
was terribly ill. Even if it was because they got 
wind of the seriousness of the student revolt, 
the then foreign minister and colleagues 
could have remained. But no, they returned—
all smiles. Criticisms were batted away with 
a prime ministerial diagnosis that our heads 
had to be examined.

As a gift, China upgraded the relationship 
to that of a Comprehensive Strategic 
Cooperative Partnership. Has anyone noticed 
much of any dialogue or observations about 
this?

That was then, this is now
Over the last decade, we have been unable 
to work with China to build a new industrial 
export sector to wean us away from our 
dangerous dependency on the RMG sector. 
Jagaran Chakma’s report in this daily last 
month detailed the painful odyssey of the 
Chinese Economic and Industrial Zone. The 
784-acre site in Chattogram was allocated for 
Chinese industry. Intended to create as many 
as 200,000 jobs, it is still inoperative for eight 
long years.

The interim government must talk about 
jobs, industrialisation and the partnership 
with China. Last month, the issue, at its 
ultimate core, was not only the unfair 
distribution of bureaucratic posts; it was also 
the profound lack of decent employment 
in the private sector. To solve that, one 
needs a policy, a strategy and shedloads of 
capital. Right now, only China offers that 
quantity of capital and expertise to invest in 
new industries. Supply chains, component-
producing factories, industrial clusters are 
all exporting to earn dollars and yuan. This 
should form the basis of the developmental 
discourse, and it should be steered towards 
modern industry and associated technology.

In 2024, the unipolar world of yesteryear 
has disappeared. China is the manufacturing 
core of the world. It is the largest consumer 
market, too. It is just that we have little to sell 
to them, hence the urgent necessity to set 
up newer production lines to create higher 
skilled jobs.

Can Md Touhid Hossain convince us that 
Bangladesh has not moved merely from the 
Indian leg of the tripod directly to a distant 
Western power? I would like to hear more 
about how Bangladesh will work with China, 
to genuinely further mutual interests. This 
is still a least developed country. Tens of 
millions of young Bangladeshis are rightly 
impatient. Time is short.

How will Bangladesh-China relations shape up?

FARID ERKIZIA BAKHT

Farid Erkizia Bakht
 is a political analyst.

VISUAL: ANWAR SOHEL
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Sometime ago, a writer reached out to 
me with a request. His debut novel was 
being published later in the year and 
he was wondering if I would be open 
to reviewing it. I was aware of the book, 
having read it when it was still only a 
draft. The author was not someone I 
only knew, either, but a mentor who 
had supported my writing in many 
ways, even through monetary means. 
Refusing him, then, felt tantamount 
to betrayal. But I had to in the end, and 
though he understood, I still came out 
of the exchange feeling guilty of being 
unhelpful or, worse, ungrateful.

Much has been written about the 
machinations that go behind the scenes 
of book criticism. The Economist, of 
all places, last year mourned the death 
of the “hatchet-job” in a piece called 
“Critics are getting less cruel. Alas”, 
saying that the book review reads 
often like “a smug inside job”. Indeed, 
a cursory review of book criticism in 
newspapers in Bangladesh lays bare 
the fact that it is very much the case 
here as well. Book reviews written by 
a student or well-wisher of the author 
is unsurprisingly common. When an 
unfortunate staff-writer is assigned 
a book, they are often nudged into 

writing a glowing review or, if that is 
not possible, a tempered, “balanced” 
review. The latter is a phenomenon 
I had to personally deal with during 
my time working as a staff writer for 
literary supplements. Far from being 
“balanced”, the term is used to refer 
to reviews where the meagre amount 
of positives of the book is amplified 
throughout the piece, after which the 
writer is free to add in a token few lines 
on what held the book back. I am of 
course to be blamed for this as well, 
as I too had “adjusted” a few times, 
caving into the pressures of producing 
a “balanced” review.

Mir Arif, a Bangladeshi writer based 
in the US, with whom I had the pleasure 
of working alongside as a staff-writer, 
says of his experience reviewing books 
in Bangladesh: “A major challenge was 
learning about the writers’ backgrounds 
and their literary associations, which 
was somehow important in the existing 
review culture…In editorial meetings, 
the editors often discussed their views 
on the writer even before I read the 
book. As bad as it sounds, editors’ views 
often influenced my reviews, sometimes 
even after I had submitted my drafts. On 
top of it, there was a general tendency 
to overpraise Bangladeshi literature…”

Bangladeshi writing in English 
is consistently assessed in this way. 
Their purported excellence is taken 
for granted. In an interesting piece 
by Usraat Fahmidah, “Why don’t 
Bangladeshi books reach international 
award shelves?” (The Daily Star, 2022), 
the blame on why our writers never 
seem to win Bookers or the DSC 
prize is put on literary racism, uneven 
output, or even a lack of interest in 
pursuing literature in the language, 
but curiously there is not one mention 
on the literary qualities of the books in 
question by any of the luminaries who 
had been interviewed. I do not intend 
to downplay the obviously real factors 
that the essay talks about, nor am I of 
the opinion that all of Bangladeshi-
literature in English is second-rate, but 
to completely omit any discussion on 
whether these books deserved to win 
on literary grounds comes from an 
understanding that any such critique 
would disservice a fellow countryman 
and a burgeoning literary scene.

Those hankering over how we 
must present (via review) “our” writers 
positively to a “western” audience, 
because otherwise Bangladeshi 
literature in English would not get 
international recognition and respect, 

must explain how supporting “our” 
writers only ends up meaning that 
one has to unconditionally stump 
for these books and put them up on a 
pedestal they may not deserve. Does it 
not, then, achieve the exact opposite 
of what they want? Do we not end 
up looking shallow and tribal? And 
do we ever wonder where this talk of 
protecting “our” writers seems to come 
from? Perhaps from the very class of 
writers who would want that adulation? 
Perhaps, one must begin to think that it 
is contention and not celebration that 
really strengthens literature.

Ikhtisad Ahmed, author of Yours, 
Etcetera (Bengal Lights Books, 2015), 
concurs that “Our reviewing culture…
is rife with sycophancy, intellectual 
dishonesty, and protection of class 
interests…”

Ahmed, who had been no stranger 
to the backlash of critical reviews 
here, adds that, “We have eschewed 
intellectual debates and discussions for 
a celebration of works that fail to even 
be mediocre…This not only prevents us 
from taking the writing of Bangladeshis 
seriously enough to read and engage 
with our own widely, but holds us back 
on the world stage too.”

I asked Sarah Anjum Bari, former 
literary editor at The Daily Star, how 
she dealt with conflicts of interest. 
She wrote back: “I don’t believe in 
publishing a review just to bash on a 
book or author, so when we did run 
a negative review it would be one that 
still engaged critically with the text 
and had something valuable to say 
about it. I sometimes got in touch with 
the author in advance and gave them 
a heads up if a negative review of their 
work were about to come out. I also 
tried to push back on reviews that 
simply described and summarised 
the text—which is usually a sign of 
the reviewer not wanting to share 
their honest opinions on the text—so 
we would always send the draft back 
asking for more analysis. Ideally, we 
tried not to have a text reviewed by an 
author’s friend (though this is honestly 
difficult to maintain in a place like 
Bangladesh where the community is 
so close knit)…”

It is not shocking to learn that 
there is an unhealthy overlap of friend 
and critic in book reviews here and 
an evangelical need to promote one’s 
own for the collective cause is present 
among us. I am always distrustful 
of the praise I see, for instances of a 
friend of the author masquerading 
as a generous, conscious critic are 
numerous. The book review cannot be 
an advertisement. It is unfair to be a 

marketer to an unsuspecting reader. 
The harsh truth is that without 

solicitation, very few books will be 
written about. These days, published 
authors end up doing significant 
legwork, from supplying media 
contacts to their publishers, to 
requesting and emailing scores of 
academics, journalists, and writers for 
blurbs, endorsements, and reviews. 
How successful this solicitation is also 
depends on factors such as class. Well-
off and well-connected authors tend 
to do better. How likely is it then to 
envision a critical appraisal of these 
well-connected authors in newspaper 
pages with personal connections, if 
one can be frank? Even when their 
works deserve praise, it is praise 
that comes out as suspect. Is this the 
environment through which we are to 
make literary waves? 

Reviewers, in turn, have increasingly 
become grifters. Far from suffering 
through the nauseating experience of 
writing something they may not mean, 
they enthusiastically heap praise in a 
bid to be agreeable, or perhaps in hopes 
of similar treatment when their time 
arrives, or even for a recommendation 
letter for an MFA. If nothing, a 
friendship can be on the table. In a piece 
in Esquire by Isle McElroy, “The Rise of 
Literary Friendships”, the writer asks, 
“Are writers clinging to each other for 
support because, as publishing houses 
consolidate and advances decline, 
other writers are all we really have for 
support? Have the crabs in the barrel 
begun to hold claws?” 

From the perspective of South Asia, 
this has been the case for a lot longer 
with the absence of needed institutions 
and opportunities. I believe this very 
sensibility has significantly contributed 
to writers receiving undeserving praise 
in the name of support.

Support is necessary in any case, 
but book critics must understand they 
should be servants to the text. When 
the Master is kind and original, they 
must capitulate to the magic, and when 
it is derivative and cruel, one must start 
planning a beheading. In the course 
of reviewing books in so many years 
(the first review I had written for this 
paper had been over a decade ago as a 
teenager), there were times I had gone 
on to worship a writer’s books and 
times when I wished for their early 
demise. Never did I have the urge to be 
their friend. 

Shahriar Shaams has written for 
Dhaka Tribune, The Business Standard, 
and The Daily Star. Find him on 
instagram: @shahriar.shaams.

ESSAY

Manufacturing praise
How honest are book reviews in Bangladesh?
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NUR-E-JANNAT ALIF

Women in Translation Month is an 
annual celebration that toasts to 
women authors from around the globe 
who write in languages other than 
English. With the growing interest 
in translated fiction, it is refreshing 
to note that curating this year’s list 
was relatively easier than last year’s. 
There was a wide array of options from 
European to South American works, as 
well as an encouraging emergence of 
Southeast Asian literature. However, 
it is worth noting that the selection of 
titles by Bangladeshi female authors 
(or South Asian authors, in general) 
translated into English remains 
limited.

JAWBONE
Mónica Ojeda, Sarah Booker 
(Translator)
Coffee House Press, 2022
Students of the Delta Bilingual 
Academy, Fernanda and Annelise are 
more sisters than friends, impossible 
to separate, one and the same. 
Every day after school, Fernanda, 
Annelise, and their friends assemble 
to embark on a sinister adventure, 
one that is simultaneously thrilling 
and increasingly perilous. They have 
their own conception of God—albeit 
introduced by Annelise—and their 
rituals are eerily anomalous. However, 
this is not the only secret Fernanda 
and Annelise share. 

RIVER OF MY BLOOD
Selina Hossain, Jackie Kabir 
(Translator)
Rupa Publications India, 2016
A powerful and heart-rending 
narrative of love and loss, River of My 
Blood follows Boori, a spirited and 

resilient young girl, as she navigates 
the complexities of adulthood. After 
marrying an older relative, Boori 
struggles with the stigma of infertility 
and later confronts the challenges 
of raising a son who is born deaf and 
mute. With the Muktijuddho engulfing 
the coast of her village, Haldi, the now-
widowed Boori must face the most life-
altering decision she has ever had to 
make. Not only is this book a gripping 
portrayal of the Liberation War, but it 
also advocates for women’s rights and 
stands firm against patriarchy, leaving 
an indelible impact on readers long 
after they finish the last page.

WRITTEN IN TEARS
Arupa Patangia Kalita, Ranjita 
Biswas (Translator)

HarperPerennial, 2015
Written In Tears is an emotive 
collection of eight short stories that 
delve into the decades-long violence 
in Assam, exploring its profound 
impact on women. Originally written 
in Assamese, these stories portray 
strong female characters who, despite 
enduring unimaginable suffering, 
manage to rise above their hardships. 
In one story, a woman witnesses her 
husband’s family grappling with the 
absence of her insurgent brother-in-
law. In another, a girl’s life is forever 
altered after a brutal rape. Kalita’s 
writing vividly captures the hollow 
vein of violence, the oppression of 
women, and the often senseless 
nature of patriarchy. Through her 
personal experiences, she transports 

readers to an Assam caught amid 
violent uprisings, where ideologies 
clash, innocent lives are destroyed, 
and women suffer both physical and 
emotional violations—all in the name 
of freedom. 

HISTORY OF ASH: A NOVEL
Khadija Marouazi, Alexander E. 
Elinson (Translator)
Hoopoe, 2023
Prisoners during the “Lead Years” of 
Morocco, a man and a woman, wrestle 
against systematic oppression for 
the sake of emancipation. Shifting 
between past and present, Mouline 
and Leila recount their experiences 
both inside the prison cell and beyond 
it, navigating the torture chamber, the 
judicial operation, and the challenges 

they confronted after their exemption. 
Narrated in vivid detail, their strategies 
for survival and resistance offer 
clear and often intense reflections. 
Harrowing yet resilient, this is the 
book about fortitude, power and the 
sheer will to freedom. 

This is an excerpt. Find the full list 
on The Daily Star and DS Books’ 
websites.

Nur-E-Jannat Alif is a gender studies 
major and part-time writer who 
dreams of authoring a book someday. 
Find her at @literatureinsolitude on 
Instagram or send her your book/
movie/television recommendations 
at nurejannatalif@gmail.com.

THE SHELF

4 books to read in celebration of 
Women in Translation month
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T SPORTS AND GTV

Pakistan vs           
Bangladesh
1st Test, Day 2
Live from 10:45 pm

SONY SPORTS 5

England vs Sri 
Lanka
1st Test, Day 2
Live from 4:00 pm

All sports 
associations 
dissolved
SPORTS REPORTER

The Youth and Sports Ministry yesterday dissolved 
all executive committees of divisional, district and 
upazila sports associations as well as divisional, 
district and upazila women’s sports associations.

“In a bid to keeping activities of all sports 
associations fair, active, and seamless, all 
divisional sports associations, divisional women’s 
sports associations, district sports associations, 
district women’s sports associations, upazila 
sports associations and upazila women’s sports 
associations have been dissolved under the 
existing law of the government’s delegated power,” 
read a circular from the youth and sports ministry.

The authorities concerned [divisional 
commissioners, district collectors and upazila 
nirbahi officers] have been asked to form ad-
hoc committees comprising of respectable and 
acceptable sports-loving and sports-related 
people and send the list of those committees to 
the National Sports Council for final approval.

England pacer Chris Woakes celebrates taking the wicket of Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews as the hosts assumed 
control on the opening day of the first Test in Manchester yesterday. Woakes claimed three wickets, helping 
England reduce Sri Lanka to 178 for eight at tea. PHOTO: REUTERS

‘Awesome’ 
fielding highlight 
of Day 1
SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh pacer Hasan Mahmud praised his 
side’s fielding, particularly behind the wicket, 
which remained as the key highlight of day one of 
the Rawalpindi Test against Pakistan yesterday. 

After putting the hosts into bat, Bangladesh 
bowlers made early inroads and caused jitters, 
reducing Shan Masood’s side to three down for 
16 in a rain-delayed first session before Saim Ayub 
(56) and Saud Shakeel (57 not out) hit fifties to 
propel Pakistan to 158 for four at stumps.

Bangladesh’s first session sizzle could be 
largely credited to the fielders as Zakir Hasan and 
wicketkeeper Liton Das took excellent catches. 

Zakir, who was stationed at gully, dove 
acrobatically to the right to take hold of a sharp 
chance to remove Pakistan opener Abdullah 
Shafique while Liton lunged down the leg side to 
take a one-handed screamer to dismiss premier 
batter Babar Azam. 

“It’s very important to get help from the 
fielders. I think the boys were really good in the 
field. Some of the catches were wonderful today. 
It really feels great. They were awesome,” Hasan 

told reporters after the day’s play. 
On a rare day where Tigers practically grabbed 

everything that came their way, Liton took a 
regulation catch to send back Pakistan skipper 
Shan Masood, while Mehedi Hasan Miraz 
remained alert late in the day, taking another 
catch to get rid of Saim Ayub.  

As expected by the green tinge on the surface, 
pacers were able to get purchase off the wicket. 
Hasan and his pace partner Shoriful Islam scalped 
two wickets each, three with the new ball, and 
looked far more threatening than the six overs of 
spin bowled by Miraz and Shakib Al Hasan.  Hasan, 
however, said that the wicket did not entirely 
behave as expected. 

“We’ve been practising here. The wicket was 
very green and I thought there was going to be 
pace and bounce but after the rain came it got a 
bit tacky and slow,” Hasan said.

On Tuesday morning, it was 

reported that a meeting of the 

Bangladesh Cricket Board’s (BCB) 

directors would occur the next day 

at the Ministry of Youth and Sports. 

Directors Iftekhar Ahmed Mithu and 

Khaled Mahmud Sujon confirmed 

this to The Daily Star, but CEO 

Nizamuddin Chowdhury remained 

unreachable.

Veteran organiser Ahmed Sajjadul 

Alam Bobby, meanwhile, claimed 

he had not received any notice, 

despite still being a board director. 

He had been asked to resign by 

the National Sports Council, but 

unlike Jalal Yunus, another NSC-

nominated director who stepped 

down, he refused.

Around midnight, BCB confirmed 

the emergency board meeting’s 

location (Ministry of Youth and 

Sports’ conference room) and time 

(Wednesday 11:00 am) -- and that 

it had requested a secure venue due 

to the country’s current situation -- 

further informing that there would 

be no media access, only recorded 

clips, images, and a media release 

afterward.

Eight board directors and former 

skipper Faruque Ahmed, who 

replaced Yunus as an NSC-

nominated director, alongside 

CEO Nizamuddin attended the 

meeting, where a minute’s silence 

was observed for the lives lost 

in the historic student-led anti-

discrimination movement.

The meeting began by approving 

the previous board discussions. 

Faruque officially joined as a 

director, and Nazmul Abedeen 

Fahim was approved as a councillor, 

later joining the meeting as a new 

NSC-nominated director.

The discussion then turned to the 

ICC Women’s T20 World Cup, which 

had been relocated to the UAE. 

Lastly, the board addressed Nazmul 

Hassan Papon, who had notified 

them via email the previous night of 

his resignation as board president.

Afterwards, the discussion turned 

to who will be Papon’s successor. 

Iftekhar proposed Faruque, 

supported by Akram. With no other 

proposals, Faruque was declared 

the new president, concluding the 

hour-long meeting.

BCB’S 
LEADERSHIP 

CHANGE

SPORTS REPORTER

Former national team captain and 
selector Faruque Ahmed became 
the first-ever cricketer to become 
the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
president on Wednesday. Following his 
appointment, Faruque talked to the 
media on various issues, providing an 
idea about his way of operation in the 
coming days, during a press conference 
at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket 
Stadium in Mirpur. The excerpts of the 
press brief are as follows:
On being BCB president
I am very proud that I have been given 
a very important responsibility. If I 
consider my playing career too, it has 
been more than 42 years that I have 
served in various roles as a player, and 
captain and during my two terms in the 
selection committee.
On changing system
We could improve more in particular 
sectors, something that didn’t happen. 
Our responsibility is to rebuild the 
system. There are times when you aren’t 
able to do everything as outside pressure 
remains. I hope to enact a good system 
this time. 
We have to focus on the constitution 
by which directors and presidents are 
elected. Next year there is an election 
and before that, we have to work on 
the constitution so that those who love 
cricket truly and want to do something 
are prioritised. The criterion for the 
stakeholders whom we want to onboard 
would be cricket’s development. If 
someone says that the corruption in the 
board can’t be completely ousted, I will 
not believe that person. 
On media’s role
Do not blow things out of proportion. 
And, regarding criticism, points must be 
raised that are most important for our 
cricket. 
On his level of interference 
I had once resigned complaining about 
the system (in 2016 from the post of 
chief selector). Since I did that, I can 
assure that there is no possibility of that 
(unwanted interference). The cricket 
board is the policy maker, so do not 
mix it up with selection. For instance, 
the board will have policies regarding 

certain players and that instruction will 
be given to the selection panel. It will be 
a policy matter, and there won’t be any 
instructions like ‘don’t take Shakib [Al 
Hasan], Tamim [Iqbal] or take them’. 
On appointment of vice-president and 
conflict of interest among directors
We will try to implement things 
according to the constitution as early as 
possible. A vice-president will be there, 
and those are in the board will work on 
avoiding any conflict of interest.
On player-cum politician Shakib
We will discuss Shakib’s situation and 

whether he can continue under the 
current circumstances. We are also 
considering adding rules regarding 
player conduct during tours, including 
restrictions on endorsements.
On head coach Chandika 
Hathurusingha
I am not sure about the details of the 
contract with Chandika Hathurusingha. 
I still maintain the same stance. I 
haven’t deviated from what I said 
(not willing to keep Hathurusingha 
if elected as BCB president). I need to 
formally review some things. I will see 

how things should be done, whether 
we can find someone better or at least 
someone who can perform well, and 
then I will talk.
On Tamim Iqbal
It’s good if he can play and if he can’t 
play and decides to join the board, I will 
still be very happy. He has leadership 
qualities and if guys like him come [to 
the board], we can do something good.  
On corruption
I am aware that there have been many 
irregularities. It’s not possible to fix 
everything in a day. Over the past 12 

years, it has become like Frankenstein. 
It can’t be resolved overnight. However, 
I assure you that there will be a focus on 
preventing irregularities that directly 
impact cricket.
On whether an investigation 
commission to look into past 
corruption will be formed
If an investigation commission is 
formed, its reports will definitely be 
made public. Regarding an independent 
commission to look into corruption, we 
have to seek help from experts as I don’t 
know everything.

Faruque sheds light on 
his way of operation

Name     Tenue

Faruque Ahmed   21 August 2024 – Till date 

Nazmul Hassan Papon   17 October 2012 – 21 August 2024

AHM Mustafa Kamal   23 September 2009 - 17 October 2012

Lt General Sina Ibn Jamali  29 July 2007 - 23 September 2009

M Abdul Aziz   14 November 2006 - 29 July 2007

Mohammad Ali Asghar   26 November 2001 - 14 November 2006

M Akmal Hossain   19 August 2001 - 26 November 2001

Saber Hossain Chowdhury  04 July 1996 - 19 August 2001

A. S. M. Mostafizur Rahman  01 September 1991 - 04 July 1996

Kazi Bahauddin Ahmed   27 December 1990 - 01 September 1991

Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmood  18 February 1987 - 27 December 1990

K. Z. Islam    30 January 1983 - 18 February 1987

Commodore Mujibur Rahman  28 September 1981 - 30 January 1983

S. S. Huda    14 August 1976 - 28 September 1981

Professor Mohammad Yousuf Ali  1972 - 14 August 1976
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Blinken leaves ME 
without Gaza truce
Warns Israel, Hamas ‘time is 
of essence’; 50 Palestinians 
killed in Israeli strikes
AGENCIES

Top US diplomat Antony Blinken headed home yesterday 
after failing to secure a Gaza ceasefire, warning both 
Israel and Hamas his plan may be the last chance to avert 
a broader war.

The US secretary of state appealed to Hamas to urgently 
accept a US-backed truce proposal, while also entering 
into a public spat with Israel over its future presence in 
the Gaza Strip.

“Time is of the essence,” Blinken said after stops in key 
Arab mediators Qatar and Egypt as well as Israel on his 
ninth tour of the region aiming to halt the more than 
10-month offensive.

“With every passing day, more bad things can happen 
to more good people who don’t deserve it,” he said before 
flying out of Doha.

“This needs to get done, and it needs to get done in the 
days ahead, and we will do everything possible to get it 
across the finish line,” he said of the truce proposal.

The United States has presented ideas to bridge gaps 
and, through Qatar and Egypt, pressed Hamas to return 
to talks this week in Cairo.

But a day after Blinken said US ally Israel was on board, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was quoted by Israeli 
media as disagreeing on a key sticking point.

Netanyahu insisted Israel maintain control of the 
Philadelphi Corridor, the border between Gaza and Egypt 
that Israeli forces seized from Hamas, whom Israel says 
relies on secret tunnels to bring in weapons.

Bangladesh pacer Shoriful Islam celebrates after having key Pakistan batter Babar Azam nick one back to the wicketkeeper as the Tigers 
took charge of the first session with three quick wickets on the rain-interrupted opening day of the first Test in Rawalpindi yesterday. 
Pakistan, however, recovered through a 98-run stand between Saim Ayub and Saud Shakeel before the former departed late on the day with 
the hosts reaching 158 for four at stumps. PHOTO: AFP

Pacers shine 
but Pakistan 
recover
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Pacers Shoriful Islam 
and Hasan Mahmud 
gave Bangladesh a bright 
start on the opening day 
of the first Test against 
Pakistan before the 
hosts recovered from an 
early batting collapse at 
the Rawalpindi Cricket 
Stadium yesterday.

Undoubtedly, Shoriful 
and Mahmud stole the 
limelight, picking up two 
wickets apiece. However, 
fifties from Saim Ayub 
(56) and Saud Shakeel (57 
not out) enabled Pakistan 
to reach 158 for four in 41 
overs at stumps.

The day’s proceedings 
saw a delayed start due to 
overnight rain and a wet 
outfield, leading to the toss 
taking place at 2:00 pm 
local time. After Najmul 
Hossain Shanto elected 
to field first with a three-
pronged pace attack, the 
decision paid dividends, 
aided by some fantastic 
fielding efforts.

Mahmud gave 
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

STAR REPORT

Three more complaints were filed with the 
investigation agency of the International 
Crimes Tribunal yesterday accusing 
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina of 
committing crimes against humanity and 
genocide between July 15 and August 5.

Besides, 10 more cases including nine 
for murders were filed against Hasina.

The former PM now faces 44 cases, 
including 35 for murders, seven for crimes 
against humanity and genocide, one for 
abduction and one for an attack on a BNP 
procession.

Two lawyers filed three complaints with 
the ICT on behalf of the fathers of three 
students killed during the student protests 
that led a mass uprising which ousted the 
Awami League-led government on August 
5.

“We registered the complaints, and thus 
the investigation of all cases have started,” 
Ataur Rahman, deputy director (admin) 
of the investigation agency, told The Daily 
Star.

Supreme Court lawyer Hujjatul Islam 
Khan filed a complaint on behalf of Zakir 
Hossain, father of Foisal Ahmed Shanta, 
who was killed on July 16 in the Muradpur 
area of Panchlaish, Chattogram.

The complaint said the killers acted on 
the directive of the accused.

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

3 more cases 
filed with ICT  
against Hasina
She also faces 10 fresh cases 
over killings during protests

Rickshaw pullers block a part of the road with their vehicles in the capital’s Kakrail area yesterday during a demonstration demanding 
battery-run rickshaws be barred from operating on the city’s main thoroughfares. They said they were losing significant income since 
August 6 when the battery-run rickshaws started plying the streets. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

CITY

Students force 
DU dean to quit
DUTA writes to law adviser 
describing ‘scary situation’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One more dean of Dhaka University was forced to resign 
yesterday in the wake of a student protest. 

Different groups of students have been pressing for 
removal of several other teachers from their administrative 
and academic roles alleging that they sided with the 
ousted Awami League government, and failed to provide 
security to the students during the recent quota reform 
protest.

Prof AKM Mahbub Hasan, dean of the Faculty of 
Biological Sciences, resigned yesterday.

Zeenat Huda, general secretary of Dhaka University 
Teachers’ Association (DUTA), yesterday wrote to the Law 
Affairs Adviser Asif Nazrul expressing concern over such 
incidents.

According to witnesses, around 60 students of the 
Faculty of Biological Sciences gathered in front of the 
faculty building around 11:00am demanding Mahbub’s 
resignation.

Around 12:30pm, they moved to the Teacher’s Quarter 
building in Fuller Road area where Mahbub resides.

The protesters went inside the apartment complex. A 
few of them went to Mahbub’s apartment and pushed and 
banged the door. The teacher was not in his apartment at 
that time.

After learning about the protest, Mahbub got an office 
staffer to print a resignation letter from the faculty office 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

French President Emmanuel Macron has said the interim 
government led by Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus has an important task of preparing the ground 
for democratic elections and return to calm and national 
reconciliation.

“As Bangladesh now enters a period of transition, the 
interim government you lead will have the important 
task of preparing the 
ground for democratic 
elections and ensuring 
that a return to 
calm and national 
reconciliation can be 
achieved,” he said in 
a letter to Yunus on 
Monday.

The French 
president said he particularly hopes that the joint work 
of Bangladesh and France aiming at continuously 
strengthening the bilateral relationship can continue, on 
essential subjects such as respect for human rights and 
minorities, adaptation to climate change, and the fight 
against poverty.

Greeting Yunus, he said he looks forward to working 
with the chief adviser in meeting the challenges ahead.

In another letter to Prof Yunus, Palestine President 
Mahmoud Abbas sought the interim government’s 
continued support for the Palestinians until they achieve 

Govt should 
ensure national 
reconciliation

Macron writes to Yunus; Abbas 
seeks Dhaka’s continuous 
support for Palestinians

AbbasMacron
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BNP’s ties 
with China 
to deepen 
further
Says Fakhrul after 
talks with Chinese 
ambassador 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday said 
the party’s relationship 
with China would deepen 
further in the coming days.

“Our relationship with 
China will grow stronger, 
and it will advance in the 
future based on mutual 
assurance, trust, and 
confidence,” he said after 
a meeting with Chinese 
Ambassador to Bangladesh 
Yao Wen at the BNP 
Chairperson’s office in 
Gulshan.

The meeting between 
BNP leaders and Chinese 
representatives was held 
for the first time in nearly 
10 years, according to the 
sources at BNP.

Fakhrul along with four 
other BNP leaders took 
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Over Tk 1cr 
found in raid 
on office of 
Hamid Group
Ex-state minister 
Nasrul’s family 
owns the business

Nasrul Hamid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

M e m b e r s 
of law 
enforcement 
agencies and 
army raided 
the office 
of Hamid 
Group in 
Banani early yesterday and 
recovered Tk 1.05 crore and 
a pistol. 

The drive began at the 
office in the 13-storey Priyo 
Prangan Tower on Road-
17 around 2:00am ended 
around noon, police said.

Staffers said four floors 
of the building are used as 
the office of Hamid Real 
Estate Construction Ltd. 

The business and the 
building is owned by the 
family of former state 
minister for power, energy, 
and mineral resources 
Nasrul Hamid, sources 
said, adding that one of 
his brothers look after the 
business.

“A total of Tk 1.05 crore, 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Changes in political culture and the 
constitution are obligatory for building 
an inclusive and better Bangladesh, said 
students, who led the mass upsurge. 

Nine organisers of the Anti-discrimination 
Student Movement of different campuses 
also emphasised equal rights for all citizens, 
and the need for ensuring political parties 
are more tolerant and that they practice 
democratic norms within the party. 

They joined a roundtable discussion titled 
“Vision of the Youth” organised by The Daily 
Star at its office yesterday.

Most of them want an end to the culture of 
sycophant students’ and teachers’ politics but 
were for students’ union elections.

Masud Rana, an organiser from 
Rajshahi University, said the Awami League 
government’s main fault was suppression of 
dissenting voices. “If the opposition is strong 
in a state, the government can also be strong. 
It is necessary for ensuring transparency and 
checks and balances,” he said.

He said the AL had become family-centric.
“It should not be the culture of any other 

party. All parties should practice democratic 
norms,” he added.

Nazifa Jannat of East West University said 
the opposition parties were not able to engage 
people in their earlier movements. 

She said the opposition parties never tried 
to raise public issues, including the protection 
of their rights. Rather, the parties only tried to 
obtain power. 

“They are only the other side of the coin. 
We did not oust one regime to replace it with 
another,” she said.

Arif Sohel, one of the coordinators and a 
student of Jahangirnagar University, said, “We 
made our slogans for the movement based on the 
proclamation of our independence -- equality, 
human dignity, and social justice. We hope to 
build the country based on these values.”

Constitutional changes 
required to prevent 
return of autocracy

Say student protest organisers at  roundtable

Silencing dissent main reason 
behind AL regime’s fall

Opposition parties failed to 
address public issues

Proportional representation is 
parliament proposed

Parties must practice 
democratic norms themselves
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