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Taliban police 
dismiss 280 men 
without beards
REUTERS, Kabul

The Taliban’s morality ministry has dismissed 
more than 280 members of the security force for 
failure to grow a beard and have detained more 
than 13,000 people in Afghanistan for “immoral 
acts” in the past year, officials said yesterday.

The Ministry for the Prevention of Vice and 
Propagation of Virtue said in its annual operations 
update that around half of those detained had 
been let go after 24 hours. It did not break down 
the type of the alleged offences or gender of the 
detainees.

Mohibullah Mokhlis, Director of Planning and 
Legislation at the ministry, told a press conference 
officials had destroyed 21,328 musical instruments 
in the past year and prevented thousands of 
computer operators from selling “immoral and 
unethical” films in markets.

MONSOON CHILD BRIDES

Pakistan govt 
orders inquiry
AFP, Karachi

A Pakistan provincial government has ordered an 
inquiry into child marriages in areas affected by 
floods in 2022 following an exclusive AFP story on 
the subject.

Pakistan’s high rate of marriages for underage 
girls had been inching lower in recent years, but 
after unprecedented floods in 2022 rights workers 
warned that such weddings were on the rise due to 
climate-driven economic insecurity.

UKRAINIAN DRONE STRIKE

Russia battles blaze at oil depot
AFP, Moscow

Hundreds of Russian firefighters 
in the southern Rostov region 
were battling a massive fire at an 
oil depot yesterday for a third day 
after it was hit in a Ukrainian drone 
attack.

Russia has said dozens of 
firefighters have been injured in the 
blaze, which has intensified since 
the fuel storage facility in the city 
of Proletarsk was struck on Sunday 

morning. Around 520 firefighters 
were now involved in tackling the 
fire, the state-run TASS news agency 
reported yesterday, citing the head 
of the local administration.

The fire had spread to an area 
of 10,000 square metres, it added. 
Videos on social media showed 
a massive orange flame over an 
industrial site, with thick dark 
smoke rising into the air. A local 
state of emergency was introduced 
on Monday. 

Meanwhile, Russian forces said 
yesterday they had captured the 
key hub of New York in eastern 
Ukraine, as Moscow presses on with 
its offensive.
The defence ministry said its 
troops had captured “one of the 
largest settlements of the Toretsk 
agglomeration and the strategically 
important logistics hub (of) 
Novgorodskoye”, referring to the 
town in Ukraine’s Donetsk region 
by its former name.

Firefighters work at the site of an infrastructure facility hit by a Russian drone strike in the Ternopil region, 
Ukraine yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

SOUTH CHINA SEA ROW

US has ‘no right to 
intervene’: China
AFP, Beijing

China yesterday warned the United States that it has 
“no right to intervene” in its maritime disputes with the 
Philippines after another clash near a disputed reef in 
South China Sea.

China and the Philippines have had repeated 
confrontations in the waters over the past year, including 
around a warship, grounded in 1999 by Manila on the 
contested Second Thomas Shoal, which hosts a garrison.

Both countries said on Monday that their coast guard 
ships had collided near the disputed Sabina Shoal, located 
140 kilometres (86 miles) west of the Philippine island of 
Palawan and about 1,200 kilometres from Hainan island, 
the closest Chinese landmass. China claims almost the 
entire South China Sea despite an international tribunal 
ruling that its assertion has 
no legal basis. The United 
States condemned the 
“dangerous actions” against 
“lawful Philippine maritime 
operations” on Monday after 
the latest clash.

“These actions are the 
latest examples of (China) 
using dangerous and 
escalatory measures to enforce its expansive and unlawful 
South China Sea maritime claims,” State Department 
spokesman Vedant Patel said.

Asked about Patel’s remarks yesterday, his Chinese 
counterpart Mao Ning defended Beijing’s “legal measures 
to safeguard its territorial sovereignty and maritime 
rights and interests”.

“The US is not a party in the South China Sea and has 
no right to intervene in maritime disputes between China 
and the Philippines,” Mao told a regular briefing. “The 
US should stop provoking confrontation in the South 
China Sea, not disrupt regional stability and not escalate 
tensions,” Mao said. Analysts have said Beijing’s aim is to 
push eastwards from the Second Thomas Shoal towards 
the neighbouring Sabina Shoal in the Spratly Islands, 
encroaching on Manila’s exclusive economic zone and 
normalising Chinese control of the area.


