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BLAST condemns remands
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BLAST condemned these 
practices, stating they 
violate constitutional 
rights, including equality 
before the law (Article 27), 
protection of law (Article 
31), the right to life and 
personal liberty (Article 32), 
safeguards against arbitrary 
arrest and detention (Article 
33), and protections during 
trial and punishment 
(Article 35). 

The organisation 
emphasised that these 
actions contradict the 
Supreme Court’s landmark 
judgement, which provides 
clear instructions to law 
enforcement agencies and 
magistrates on the proper 
procedures for arrests and 
remands.

Referencing the 
Supreme Court’s verdict, 
BLAST pointed out that 
law enforcement officers 
must notify the nearest kin 
of the arrested individual 

in writing within 12 hours 
of the arrest. Additionally, 
under Section 54 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code 
(CrPC), a specific case must 
be filed against the arrested 
person before they can 
be taken on remand, into 
custody, or sent to judicial 
custody.

BLAST also reminded 
law enforcement officers 
to disclose their identity 
during an arrest and to 
present their identification 
upon request. If the arrested 
person has any injuries, 
the arresting officer is 
required to document 
the details, arrange for 
medical treatment, and 
obtain a certificate from 
the attending physician. 
Furthermore, the arrested 
individual must be allowed 
to consult with a lawyer of 
their choice or meet with 
family members.

The organisation 
also underscored the 

provisions in Chapter 6.6 
of the Bangladesh Police’s 
“Criminal Investigation 
Guidelines,” which mandate 
that police must adhere to 
international norms when 
arresting women, ensuring 
their dignity and privacy 
are protected during 
investigations.

In light of these 
concerns, BLAST urged 
immediate action to 
safeguard justice and 
ensure that constitutional 
rights and Supreme Court 
directives are upheld 
during the arrest and 
remand of individuals.
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Take clear stance on women’s
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They urged he government 
to take a definitive stance 
on issues like equal 
inheritance rights and 
enforce international 
laws that address 
discrimination in family, 
guardianship, and 
citizenship matters. 

There were also calls 
to withdraw the state’s 
reservations on these 
issues and to support 
ILO Convention 190 on 
violence and harassment 
in the workplace, among 
other international 
regulations.

The meeting also 
emphasised the need 
for a societal shift to 
combat violence against 
women effectively, 
arguing that focusing 
solely on empowerment is 
insufficient. 

Leaders called for a 
thorough investigation 
into the disappearances 
and deaths of women 
such as Kalpana Chakma, 
Tonu, Munia, Runi, and 
Nusrat, and demanded 
accountability for those 

responsible.
Dr Fahmida Khatun, 

executive director of 
the Centre for Policy 
Dialogue, proposed 
increasing the budget 
allocation for women and 
enhancing monitoring of 
expenditures. 

She pointed out that 
while many banks have 
programmes claiming 
to support women, their 
effectiveness is limited, 
and women face significant 
challenges in accessing 
finance. 

She also suggested 
economically recognising 
women’s unpaid work 
through a satellite system 
of accounts.

Naripokkho advocated 
for reforms across 
various sectors, including 
infrastructure, politics, 
civil rights, and laws. 

They proposed political 
reforms that include 
providing women with 
opportunities to express 
their views within and 
outside political parties, 
suggesting that 50 percent 

of candidates on each 
party’s election list should 
be women.

They also recommended 
introducing a “no vote” 
option on ballots. 

For legal reforms, they 
recommended updating 
laws to prevent rape, 
revising the Evidence Act, 
and including informal 
sector female workers in 
labour laws. 

They also called for 
judicial reforms through 
the Judicial Reform 
Commission to prevent 
past mistakes.

Additionally, the 
meeting discussed 
appointing qualified 
individuals to the 
Bangladesh Shilpakala 
Academy. 

They also demanded 
consultation of relevant  
stakeholders on decisions 
affecting the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts. 

There were also calls 
to protect NGOs from 
harassment by the NGO 
Bureau under party-based 
governance.

High-ranking cops concerned
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to avoid being present.
Among them are DMP 

additional commissioner 
AKM Hafiz Akter, former 
DB chief Harun Or Rashid, 
DMP joint commissioner 
Biplob Kumar Sarker, 
PHQ additional IG Anowar 
Hossain, additional IG 
Atikul Islam, and additional 
IG Devdas Bhattacharjee.

Also, a section of non-
cadre police officials has 
been calling for a work 
abstention from today, 
protesting the countrywide 
cases filed against 
policemen. 

However, terming it 
illogical, a high official 
from Police Headquarters, 
said, “These officials, who 
were beneficiaries of the 
last government, are trying 
to create instability.”

Several officials of the 
rank of superintendent of 
police said, there is panic 
among the officials about 
whether they could be 
“politically victimised” 
as they had good 
postings during the last 
government’s tenure.

Although many have 
joined their workplaces, 
however, they have become 
cornered there. For this, no 
operational activities have 
been started by police yet, 
they added.

TOP COPS UNDER  

ACC SCANNER

ACC sources said while 
they are yet to finalise 
the list of the top police 
officials to be investigated, 
it can be confirmed that 
the list includes former IGP 
Benazir Ahmed, former 
DMP commissioners 
Asaduzzaman Miah, 
Shafiqul Islam, and 
Khandaker Faruq Hossain.

The list also includes 
former PBI chief Banaj 
Kumar Majumder, 
former Special Branch 
chief Monirul Islam, 
additional IG YM Belalur 
Rahman, Industrial 
Police chief Mahbubur 
Rahman, former RAB 
director general Harun Ar 
Rashid, former CID chief 
Mohammad Ali Miah, 
additional IG Devdas 
Bhattacharya, Khandaker 
Lutful Kabir, former 

Chattrogram Metropolitan 
Police commissioner 
Krishna Pada Roy, and 
Tourist police additional 
IG Meer Rezaul Alam, 
PHQ additional IG Anowar 
Hossain, DMP additional 
commissioner AKM Hafiz 
Akter and Kh Mahid Uddin, 
Rangpur Range former 
DIG Abdul Baten, retired 
CID DIG Sheikh Nazmul 
Alam, Rangpur Range 
former commissioner Md 
Moniruzzaman, PHQ DIG 
Joydeb Bhattacharjee, 
DMP CTTC chief Md 
Asaduzzaman, DMP joint 
commissioner Biplob 
Kumar Sarker, and Subrata 
Kumar Halder.

A high official of ACC’s 
intelligence wing said 
they have so far started 
investigation against 
three police officers of 
BCS 12 batch, 10 officers 
of 15 batch, seven officers 
of 17 batch, four officers 
of 18 batch, 21 officers of 
20 batch, 12 officers of 21 
batch, four officers of 22 
batch, eight officers of 24 
batch, and 10 officers of 
BCS 25 batch.

Family demands
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the culture of impunity in 
the country will stop.

She expressed her 
frustration at not being 
able to meet former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
despite repeated attempts. 
Tania said she even wrote a 
26-page letter and sent it to 
the former PM several times.

Replying to a query, M 
Sarwar Hossain, Tania’s 
lawyer, said officials of the 
home ministry wing that 
supervises sensational 
murder cases, police, and 
the court were influenced 
by bribes.

The lawyer also alleged 
that former law minister 
Anisul Huq, currently on 
remand in a murder case, 
played a key role in the 
cover-up.

“Why did the investigation 
officer not arrest Anvir to 
interrogate him? Why did 
the investigation officer 
not collect DNA samples 
from Anvir and take steps 
to match them with those 
found on Munia’s body?” he 
asked.

Tania alleged that Anvir 
had offered her bribes, 
through intermediaries, of 
Tk 20 crore to drop the case.

Police had recovered 
the body of the 21-year-
old college student from a 
Gulshan flat on April 26, 
2021.

Tania later filed a case 
at Gulshan Police Station 
against Anvir, accusing him 
of instigating the victim’s 
death by suicide. 

On August 18, 2021, 
Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Rajesh 
Chowdhury cleared Anvir 
of the charges, following a 
police report.

On September 6, 2021, 
Tania filed a case with 
the Women and Children 
Repression Prevention 
Tribunal-8 of Dhaka, 
bringing allegations of 
rape and murder, where 
Ahmed Akbar Sobhan 
alias Shah Alam, chairman 
of Bashundhara Group, 
and six others were also 
accused. On September 29, 
the High Court refused to 
grant anticipatory bail to 
Anvir in the case.

On October 19, 
2022, Police Bureau of 
Investigation submitted a 
probe report clearing all the 
accused, including Anvir, of 
the charges.

After the rape and murder 
case was filed, Bashundhara 
Group, in a statement, 
said the group’s chairman, 
managing director, and 
any other family members 
were not involved in the 
incident, and claimed the 
case was “conspiratorial” 
and “baseless”.

Metro likely
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representatives of the 
agitating employees to join. 

“The board agreed to 
give us 2.3 times more 
than the pay scale and 
formed a committee to 
discuss the dues with 
the finance ministry. So, 
we decided to end our 
work abstention from 
today[yesterday],” one of 
the employees said.

Meanwhile, Md Ehsanul 
Haque, senior secretary 
of the roads and highways 
department, visited the 
Secretariat Metro Rail 
Station yesterday and 
directed officials to resume 
operations as soon as 
possible.

Metro rail services have 
been suspended since July 
18 after the Mirpur-10 
and Kazipara stations 
were vandalised during 
the quota protests. After 
fall of the Hasina-led 
government on August 5, 
the interim government 
instructed DMTCL to 
resume services by August 
17, except at the vandalised 
stations. However, DMTCL 
announced delays due to 
an “unavoidable situation,” 
later revealed to be a work 
abstention by around 700 
employees from grades 10 
to 20, who began striking 
on August 6, demanding 
a pay hike to match their 
higher-grade colleagues. 

ACC restarts probe against 
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Following Sheikh Hasina’s 
fall on August 5, Taqsem 
resigned from his position 
on August 14. After his 
resignation, the ACC 
has refocused on his 
alleged irregularities and 
corruption.

According to ACC, 
Taqsem was appointed as 
Wasa MD in 2009 and his 
term was extended seven 
times before he resigned. 

He faces allegations of 
violating regulations in his 
reappointment. 

Additionally, Taqsem 
and others were 
under investigation 
for irregularities and 
corruption in various 
projects, including 
embezzling Tk 1,100 crore in 
Padma-Jashaldia project, 
embezzling Tk 1,000 
crore in Gandharbpur 
Water Treatment Plant 
project, Tk 1,000 crore 
in Dasherkandi Sewage 
Treatment Plant project, 
and Tk 50 crore in 
Gulshan-Baridhara Lake 

Pollution Control Project. 
Further allegations 

include inflating project 
costs, colluding in 
contractor appointments, 
accepting bribes, showing 
favouritism in contractual 
appointments, and 
transferring disfavoured 
employees to OSD 
positions.

ACC formed a 
committee on Monday to 
probe the allegations.  The 
committee, led by Assistant 
Director Mahbubul Alam, 
has been instructed 
to obtain necessary 
information from the Local 
Government Ministry by 
August 28.

The letter to the 
ministry requests verified 
photocopies of Taqsem’s 
appointment letters, 
advertisements, experience 
documents, job term 
extensions, and relevant 
records. It also seeks any 
reports or actions taken 
regarding past allegations 
of irregularities.

ACC has also imposed 

a travel ban on Taqsem. 
A letter in this regard 
was sent to the Special 
Police Superintendent 
(Immigration) on Monday.

In May 2023, ACC 
recommended filing a 
case against Taqsem and 
nine others for illegally 
appointing favoured 
individuals outside 
DWasa’s organisational 
structure and paying them 
Tk 1.98 crore in salaries 
from April 4, 2018, to 
August 2022. 

Although the case was 
not approved previously 
due to Taqseem’s influence, 
a new recommendation for 
filing the case is now under 
consideration.

ACC Secretary 
Khorsheda Yasmin 
confirmed the development.

a 2,500-square-feet flat 
in Dhanmondi. He also 
has a seven-story building 
and two flats in Mirpur, 
and owns two shops in 
Mohammadpur and New 
Market. 

Jahangir spent a 
significant amount of 
money in an attempt to 
become an MP, holding 
rallies and gatherings 
ahead of the 12th national 
elections. He would often 
invite influential ministers 
and key government 
figures to his area, 
using a helicopter for 
transportation.

According to his 
affidavit submitted before 
the polls, Jahangir and 
his wife have Tk 2.5 crore 
and over Tk 1 crore in 
their respective bank 
accounts. They also have 
DPS accounts worth Tk 
2.75 lakh and Fixed Deposit 
Receipts of over Tk 1 crore. 
Additionally, Jahangir has 
a luxury car in his wife’s 
name and owns shares in 
different companies worth 
millions. He also has a Tk 
6 crore investment in a 
partnership firm.

ACC to probe
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In February 2021, Khokon 
stepped down from his 
position as deputy press 
secretary to the then 
premier.

On the other hand, 
Jahangir worked as 
Sheikh Hasina’s personal 
employee after she became 
prime minister in 2009. 
He, however, introduced 
himself as Hasina’s 
personal assistant, carried 
a licensed pistol, and went 
on to amass wealth worth 
millions in Dhaka and 
Noakhali through different 
schemes. 

According to ACC 
sources, Jahangir owns 
multiple plots and 
apartments in the capital, 
while also has an eight-
storey house in Maijdee 
town of Noakhali that is 
registered in his wife’s 
name. His wife also owns 


