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“One form of fascism 
has left, but we cannot 
allow a new fascism to be 
imported,” he said. 

Criticising India, Fakhrul 
said, “The enemies of 
Bangladesh had to flee the 
country, and I don’t think 
providing them shelter will 
earn India any goodwill 
from the country’s people.”

Earlier in the morning, 
after placing wreaths at 
the shrine of party founder 
Ziaur Rahman, Fakhrul 
said members of BNP and 
its affiliated organisations 
have no involvement in the 
recent “disturbances”.

“Certain individuals are 
conspiring to undermine 
the students’ victory. They 
are creating disturbances 
and unfairly targeting our 
party members,” he added.

Meanwhile, Bernd 
Spanier, acting ambassador 
of the EU to Bangladesh, 
met Fakhrul yesterday and 
discussed various issues 
related to Bangladesh’s 
economic development 
and democratic transition.

Speaking to reporters 
after the meeting, BNP 
standing committee 
member Amir Khasru 
Mahmud Chowdhury 
said the EU has expressed 
willingness to assist in 

the recovery of money 
laundered abroad.

“Over US $100 billion 
has been laundered out of 
the country. Discussions 
have been held about 
bringing the money back, 
and they [the EU] are 
ready to cooperate in this 
matter,” said Khasru.

During the hour-
long meeting at the BNP 
chairperson’s office in 
Gulshan, he said talks were 
held about Bangladesh’s 
future, focusing on 
democratic, political, and 
overall development.

ABANDONED SUV

Former home 
minister found 
to be its owner
UNB, Dhaka

An SUV valued at 
approximately Tk 2 crore was 
found abandoned in front 
of Baitul Aman Mosque in 
the capital’s Dhanmondi on 
Sunday morning, sparking 
widespread curiosity. 

The vehicle, a Land 
Cruiser with the licence 
plate Dhaka Metro-Gha 21-
8456, was eventually towed 
to a secure location around 
midnight with the assistance 
of Bangladesh Army.

The mystery surrounding 
the unclaimed vehicle led to 
a flurry of questions about 
its ownership and origin, 
particularly after a post on 
social media.

Finally, information 
and photos obtained from 
various sources confirmed 
that the SUV belongs to 
former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan.

Shot six times, Amir
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After attending Friday 
prayers, he was on his way 
home when BGB and police 
opened fire on protesters. 
Fearing for his life, he ran 
and took refuge on the 
fourth floor of the under-
construction building.

According to Amir, two 
police officers suddenly 
entered the building and 
chased him. He retreated 
and hung onto the cornice 
of the fourth floor. When 
cops found Amir, they  
pointed their firearms at 
him, and yelled, “Jhap de, 
jhap de (Jump, jump).”

To intimidate him, one 
of the officers fired several 
blank shots while pointing 
their gun at him.

“But I knew that if I 
jumped, I would not survive 
the fall,” Amir added.

Suddenly, another cop 
from the third floor shot 
at him six times, aiming at 
both of his legs. 

He fell to the third 
floor, collapsed and began 
bleeding profusely. Then 
the officers left, completely 
disregarding whether Amir 
was alive.

“I tried to get up, but had 
no strength. I shouted, but 
sounds of gunfire muffled 
my pleas for help,” Amir 
recounted.

“At one point, I almost 
gave up hope. I thought I 
would die. My vision was 
blurred, but a part of me 
didn’t want to give up. I 
kept thinking, ‘I can’t die 
like this’. Thoughts of my 
elderly father and my sister, 
whose marriage I had been 
saving money for, kept me 
going. This wasn’t how I 
would die,” he added.

Gradually, the gunshots 
stop ringing through the 
area. After nearly three 
hours, a student rushed into 
the building and found Amir 
lying in a pool of blood.

Two doctors from a 
nearby hospital, who were 
in the area, quickly joined 
the rescue. They worked 
desperately to stop the 
bleeding.

“They kept telling me, 
‘Don’t close your eyes. We 
won’t let you die. Please, 
don’t close your eyes’,” 
Amir recalled.

They took him to 
Famous Hospital, where he 
received initial treatment 
that night, before being 
referred to Dhaka Medical 
College and Hospital. 

Amir experienced so 
much blood loss that 

he required three bags 
of blood at the hospital. 
After three days, he was 
discharged from DMCH.

“He needed further 
treatment, but DMCH 
was flooded with people 
who had life-threatening 
injuries. Since Amir’s 
condition was stable, 
doctors prescribed him 
medication for three 
months and sent him 
home,” said Nasima 
Begum, Amir’s aunt.

“After the video went 
viral, we heard police were 
searching for us. There were 
stories of raids where police 
were picking up people 
with bullet injuries, so we 
stayed quiet. Journalists 
were looking for him, but 
we only found our voices 
after hearing about Sheikh 
Hasina’s fall on August 5,” 
she added.

Amir showed this 
correspondent all of the 
bullet wounds he had to 
mark the horrific day. 

In his right leg, a bullet 
struck the sole of his foot 
and pierced through his 
ankle, another hit his shin 
and exited through his calf, 
and a third struck his thigh, 
passing through his hip.

In his left leg, one bullet 
struck just below his knee 
and exited the other side, 
another hit the top of his 
thigh and exited through 
the opposite end. The last 
one was lodged below his 
thigh and exited through 
the other side.

We took photos of his 
medical reports, including 
the X-rays, and consulted 
physicians from Famous 
Hospital and Farazy 
Hospital, where Amir had 
a follow-up after being 
discharged from DMCH.

At Famous Hospital, 
doctors confirmed that 
Amir would have likely died 
from excessive bleeding if 
he had been brought in just 
5-10 minutes later. Both 
hospitals noted that Amir’s 
speedy recovery was due to 
the fact that none of the six 
bullets struck his bones; 
if they had, it might have 
been fatal. 

However, Amir still 
can’t stand on his own 
and needs assistance to 
use the washroom. The 
doctors noted that he lost a 
significant amount of blood 
and it would take time for 
him to fully recover. 

Office of East
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Later, the attackers 
vandalised a number of 
cars and motorcycles 
parked inside the media 
complex.

East West Media 
Group PLC is a media 
conglomerate in 
Bangladesh and a 
subsidiary of Bashundhara 
Group.

The media complex 
houses two Bangla 
dailies, Kaler Kantho and 
Bangladesh Pratidin; an 
English daily, Daily Sun; 
an online news portal, 
banglanews24.com; a 
television news channel, 
News 24, and T Sports, a 
Bengali-language sports 
television channel.

End political
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He said the state must 
decide whether a university 
will be a centre for the 
creation of knowledge or a 
centre for the creation of 
goons.

Syed Nizar, associate 
professor at Jahangirnagar 
University, called for the 
protection of academic 
freedom and argued 
against punitive actions for 
researchers. 

He criticised existing 
repressive laws and noted 
the autocratic tendencies 
among some vice-
chancellors.

Dhaka University 
Professor Mohammad 
Azam highlighted the 
inadequate education 
budget, urging the interim 
government to commit to 
increasing funding to 4 
percent of GDP. 

Seuty Sabur from BRAC 
University called for a 
student-centric approach, 
with accountability for all 
university staff.

Professor Kamrul 
Hassan of Dhaka University 
proposed limiting the 
powers of vice-chancellors 
to prevent their control 
from extending over entire 
universities. 

They criticised the 
previous governments’ 
interference in university 
autonomy and the 

influence of partisan 
politics on university 
appointments and 
promotions.

The teachers also 
criticised the 1973 order, 
arguing it allowed political 
activities to overshadow 
academic priorities, 
turning universities 
into election-centric 
institutions. 

They stressed that 
teacher recruitment 
should prioritise 
merit over political 
connections and called 
for modifications to 
ensure economic freedom 
for both teachers and 
universities.

The network also 
recommended fixing 
teachers’ working hours, 
involving senior students 
in teacher appointments, 
allowing visiting 
professorships, and setting 
a class size limit of 40 
students. 

They proposed using 
both Bangla and English 
as languages of instruction 
and ensuring students 
learn at least three 
languages.

The proposed reforms 
aim to restore academic 
integrity and autonomy, 
ensuring universities 
fulfill their educational 
mission without political 
interference.

Improving law
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He also mentioned 
discussing the Rohingya 
issue and the details of the 
fact-finding mission.

“We sought more 
cooperation. Around 1.2 
million Rohingyas reside 
here [in Bangladesh], with 
their population increasing 
every day … How much 
longer can we afford their  
expenses?” Jahangir said.

Asked about the arrival 
of UN factfinding mission to 
probe atrocities committed 
during the student-led 
protests in July and earlier 
this month, he said they 
may arrive next week.

DHAKA COLLEGE

Committee 
formed to 
probe idol 
vandalism
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The authorities of Dhaka 
College formed a probe 
committee on Sunday over 
the vandalism of a Hindu 
temple by miscreants at 
West Hostel of the college.

Professor AKM Elius, 
chairman of the geography 
department, has been 
made the convener of the 
committee.

The probe committee 
was asked to submit the 
report soon, sources at 
the college authorities 
said.

On Saturday, a group 
of miscreants vandalised 
an idol inside the temple 
at West Hostel and stole 
valuables from there, said 
students.

Meanwhile, Hindu 
students protested over the 
incident and demanded 
justice after a proper 
investigation.

They also submitted a 
written complaint letter 
to the college authorities 
demanding justice.

Withdraw VAT
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standard service rules 
across all private 
universities in the country.

The statement said 
the former government 
previously attempted to 
impose VAT on private 
educational institutions 
in 2010 and 2015 but was 
forced to withdraw it in 2015 
following strong opposition 
from students. However, the 
VAT was reimposed in the 
2024-25 fiscal year.

Citing that any 
imposition of VAT or taxes 
on private universities 
ultimately harms both 
teachers and students, the 
platform demanded that 
these funds be reserved for 
research, scholarships, and 
student welfare.

Nahin Mamun, general 
secretary of BSPUA, 
delivered the opening 
address at the event. 

The event was also 
attended by key BSPUA 
members, along with 
teachers and students from 
nine universities.
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