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J&K CLASHES
Indian soldier,
suspected
rebel killed

AFP, Srinagar

Soldiers in Indian-
administered Jammu and
Kashmir battled insurgents
yesterday, with a captain
and a suspected rebel killed
in clashes in the territory,
the army and police said.
The Indian army, in
a post on social media
platform X, offered its
“deepest condolences” over
the death of the officer.
Police said in a statement
that “during the ongoing
operation, one terrorist
has been neutralised”, a
term they use indicating a
gunman had been killed.
The violence is the
latest in a string of clashes
in the Hindu-dominated
southern Jammu region

this year.
Indian Defence Minister
Rajnath  Singh  called

a meeting with army,
security, and intelligence
chiefs yesterday after the
latest clashes in Jammu.

POST-COUP MYANMAR
Military denies
junta chief detained
by generals

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s military yesterday said rumours top generals
had detained the embattled junta chief in a new coup
were “propaganda” spread by “traitors” ahead of a visit by
China’s foreign minister.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has faced public criticism
from military supporters in recent weeks as government
troops lose territory to ethnic minority armed groups and
other opponents battling to overturn its 2021 coup.

On Tuesday several social media posts claimed that
top generals had detained Min Aung Hlaing in the capital
Naypyidaw in a bid to change the junta’s top leadership.

The claims were “propaganda.. with the aim of
disrupting the country’s peace and stability,” the junta
said in a statement, accusing those sharing the news of
being “traitors”.

“The head of state and authorities are fulfilling their
national responsibility together,” it said. Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi was due to arrive in Myanmar yesterday
for talks with Min Aung Hlaing. The visit is “aimed at
deepening bilateral mutually beneficial cooperation in
various fields,” an unnamed Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman said on Tuesday.

China is a major ally and arms supplier to the junta
but analysts say it also maintains ties with ethnic armed
groups. In recent weeks an alliance of ethnic armed
groups has seized territory from the junta in northern
Shan state, which borders China’s Yunnan province.
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Palestinians inspect a damaged building at the site of an Israeli army raid in Tubas city in the occupied West Bank yesterday. Israel has
approved a new settlement on a Unesco World Heritage Site near Bethlehem in the occupied West Bank, its far-right finance minister said.

Hamas to stay out of

Nnew

Gaza truce talks

Demands adoption of Biden-backed proposal; 36 more
Palestinians killed in Israeli attacks

REUTERS, Cairo

The Palestinian group Hamas said
yesterday it would not take part in
a new round of Gaza ceasefire talks
slated for today in Qatar, dimming
hopes for a negotiated truce that
Iranian sources say could hold back
an Iranian attack on Israel.

The US has said it expects
indirect talks to go ahead as planned
in Qatar’s capital Doha today, and
that a ceasefire agreement was still
possible. However, Axios reported
that US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has postponed a trip to the
Middle East that had been expected
to begin on Tuesday.

Three senior Iranian officials
have said that only a ceasefire deal
in Gaza would hold Iran back from
direct retaliation against Israel for
the assassination of Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh on its soil last
month.

The Israeli government said it
would send a delegation to today’s

talks, but Hamas, the Palestinian
group that controls Gaza, requested
a workable plan to implement a
proposal it has already accepted
rather than more talks.

“Hamas is committed to the
proposal presented to it on July 2,

Israel intensifies shelling on
eastern areas of Khan Younis

Gaza death toll rises to
39,965

which is based on the US Security
Council resolution and the Biden
speech and the movement is
prepared to immediately begin
discussion over a mechanism to
implement it,” Senior Hamas official
Sami Abu Zubhri told Reuters.

There has been no let-up in
fighting in Gaza, where residents of
the southern city of Khan Younis
said Israeli forces blew up homes

in the east and intensified tank
shelling on eastern areas of the city
centre.

Israel said it was responding to
Hamas rocket fire towards Tel Aviv
on Tuesday and had struck “rocket
launching pads and militants
among 40 military targets over 24
hours, including in central Gaza,
Khan Younis, and western Rafah in
the south”.

Armed groups of Hamas and the
Islamic Jihad said they had attacked
Israeli forces in several areas, while
Palestinian health officials said
Israeli strikes had Kkilled at least
14 people yesterday, mostly in the
centre and south.

Israel’s military offensive in the
Gaza Strip has killed at least 39,965
Palestinians and wounded 92,294
since October 7, the Palestinian
enclave’s health ministry said
yesterday. A total of 36 Palestinians
have been killed and 54 wounded in
the past 24 hours, the ministry said
in a statement.

An epicentre of
Bangladesh’s birth

FROM PAGE 2

March 6, he held one of
the most crucial meetings
in his political career with
the four national leaders
and  student leaders,
seeking counsel also from
Begum Mujib.

Mujib  defied  the
Pakistan authorities
by hoisting the flag of
independent Bangladesh
atop this house on
March 23, according to
Afsan Chowdhury’s 1971
Oshohojog Andolon O
Protirodh.

A few hours before
the declaration of
independence, he had a
meeting with four central
leaders of the Awami
League and Dr Kamal
Hossain at Dhanmondi 32

on March 25.

Late at night,
the Pakistan army
surrounded the house

and arrested him. But
before that, he declared
independence through a
trunk call.

The house remained
unoccupied throughout
the Liberation War. Before
Mujib’s arrest, his family

had already relocated
(o a pre-arranged rented
house.

In May 1971, the
Pakistan authorities
put several of his family
members under house
arrest when they were
living in House Number
26 on Road Number 18 in
Dhanmondi.
DHANMONDI HOME
OVER GONO BHABAN
After liberation, Sheikh
Mujib chose to live in his
Dhanmondi house rather
than in Gono Bhaban, the
official residence of prime
minister.

Journalist ABM Musa
in his book titled “Mujib
Bhai” notes that it was
because of Begum Mujib,
who wanted to maintain
her own identity beyond
the role of the prime
minister’s wife.

In independent
Bangladesh, this
house  hosted  many
international figures,
including Indian prime
minister Indira Gandhi,
Egyptian president Anwar
Sadat and  Yugoslav

president Josip Broz Tito.

The walls of this house
have witnessed tragedy
L0o.

On the fateful night of
August 15, 1975, the house
became a scene of horror
as Sheikh Mujib and 16 of
his family members were
assassinated in a military

coup.
FROM HOME TO
MUSEUM

After Bangabandhu’s

assassination, the house
was sealed off until 1981.

Meanwhile, the
residence was put
up for auction by the
House Building Finance
Corporation in June 1981.
Sheikh Hasina, Mujib’s
daughter, reclaimed its
ownership upon her
return to Bangladesh that
year by paying Tk 12,000
in principal amount and
interest.

Subsequently on
August 14, 1994, the
house was turned into a
memorial museum after
extensive renovation.

The museum was open
to the public for the past
30 vyears, from August
1994 to August 5, 2024.

Following the ouster
of Sheikh Hasina on
August 5 in the face of
an uprising against her
rule, most historical
records, including books
and memorabilia, were
destroyed in an attack by
a mob who vandalised
and set almost everything
on fire.

“While past regime
changeshaveseenviolence
and vandalism, the extent
of destruction this time
is unprecedented,” said
eminent history professor
Muntasir Mamun.

“These incidents
are a stark reminder of
our nation’s alarming
oblivion towards history.
The  Liberation  War
and Bangabandhu
are the heritage of all
Bangladeshis, and we
will be held responsible
by future generations
for failing to safeguard
these national symbols,”
said Prof  Muntasir,
also president of 1971:
Genocide-Torture Archive
and Museum Trust.
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Government of The People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Project Focal Point
Global Biodiversity Framework-Early Action Support Project
Department of Environment
E-16, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207

www.doe.gov.bd

Re-Request for Expressions of Interest (Re-Eol)

Date: 13/08/2024

MinmistrviThvigion

Minisiry of Environment, Foresis and Climate Change (MoEFCC)

Agency

Executing Partner-Department of Environment {Dok)

Proguring Entity Name

Project Fogal Point
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Procuring Entity District

Dhnka

Selechon of

Expression of Interest for

Package No-5D 1: NBSAP Updating Technical Coordinator
Package Mo-5D 2° Economic Valuation Expert
Package No-SD 4: NRSAP Updating Gender Integration Expert

Eol No. Ref

22.02.0000.040, 14.08.24-127

Dhale

13/08/024
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Development Budget
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INFORMATION FOR APPLICANT

14 Brief Description of Assignment

Package No-SD 1 Deliverables:

Documents on {a) Refined National Targets, Means of [mplementation,
Policy Coherence, and (b) other documents related to submission of the Mational Targets to CBD Website and
finally, Submission 1o CBD Website.
Package No-SD 2 Deliverables: Documents on (a) estimated value of goods and services of ecosystems and
Mature’s Contribution to People and (b} Valuation of Subsidies harmful 1o Biodiversity and (¢)Total amount
ol resources (o be mobilized iowards implementation of revised NBSAP.
Package No-5D 4 Deliverables: Documents on setting and finalizing Gender Specific targets of KMGRBF and
Gender integration related text to be formulated and finalized for NBSAP Updating,
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