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J&K CLASHES
Indian soldier,
suspected
rebel killed

AFP, Srinagar

Soldiers in Indian-
administered Jammu and
Kashmir battled insurgents
yesterday, with a captain
and a suspected rebel killed
in clashes in the territory,
the army and police said.
The Indian army, in
a post on social media
platform X, offered its
“deepest condolences” over
the death of the officer.
Police said in a statement
that “during the ongoing
operation, one terrorist
has been neutralised”, a
term they use indicating a
gunman had been killed.
The violence is the
latest in a string of clashes
in the Hindu-dominated
southern Jammu region

this year.
Indian Defence Minister
Rajnath  Singh  called

a meeting with army,
security, and intelligence
chiefs yesterday after the
latest clashes in Jammu.

POST-COUP MYANMAR
Military denies
junta chief detained
by generals

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s military yesterday said rumours top generals
had detained the embattled junta chief in a new coup
were “propaganda” spread by “traitors” ahead of a visit by
China’s foreign minister.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has faced public criticism
from military supporters in recent weeks as government
troops lose territory to ethnic minority armed groups and
other opponents battling to overturn its 2021 coup.

On Tuesday several social media posts claimed that
top generals had detained Min Aung Hlaing in the capital
Naypyidaw in a bid to change the junta’s top leadership.

The claims were “propaganda.. with the aim of
disrupting the country’s peace and stability,” the junta
said in a statement, accusing those sharing the news of
being “traitors”.

“The head of state and authorities are fulfilling their
national responsibility together,” it said. Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi was due to arrive in Myanmar yesterday
for talks with Min Aung Hlaing. The visit is “aimed at
deepening bilateral mutually beneficial cooperation in
various fields,” an unnamed Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman said on Tuesday.

China is a major ally and arms supplier to the junta
but analysts say it also maintains ties with ethnic armed
groups. In recent weeks an alliance of ethnic armed
groups has seized territory from the junta in northern
Shan state, which borders China’s Yunnan province.
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Palestinians inspect a damaged building at the site of an Israeli army raid in Tubas city in the occupied West Bank yesterday. Israel has
approved a new settlement on a Unesco World Heritage Site near Bethlehem in the occupied West Bank, its far-right finance minister said.

Hamas to stay out of

Nnew

Gaza truce talks

Demands adoption of Biden-backed proposal; 36 more
Palestinians killed in Israeli attacks

REUTERS, Cairo

The Palestinian group Hamas said
yesterday it would not take part in
a new round of Gaza ceasefire talks
slated for today in Qatar, dimming
hopes for a negotiated truce that
Iranian sources say could hold back
an Iranian attack on Israel.

The US has said it expects
indirect talks to go ahead as planned
in Qatar’s capital Doha today, and
that a ceasefire agreement was still
possible. However, Axios reported
that US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has postponed a trip to the
Middle East that had been expected
to begin on Tuesday.

Three senior Iranian officials
have said that only a ceasefire deal
in Gaza would hold Iran back from
direct retaliation against Israel for
the assassination of Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh on its soil last
month.

The Israeli government said it
would send a delegation to today’s

talks, but Hamas, the Palestinian
group that controls Gaza, requested
a workable plan to implement a
proposal it has already accepted
rather than more talks.

“Hamas is committed to the
proposal presented to it on July 2,

Israel intensifies shelling on
eastern areas of Khan Younis

Gaza death toll rises to
39,965

which is based on the US Security
Council resolution and the Biden
speech and the movement is
prepared to immediately begin
discussion over a mechanism to
implement it,” Senior Hamas official
Sami Abu Zubhri told Reuters.

There has been no let-up in
fighting in Gaza, where residents of
the southern city of Khan Younis
said Israeli forces blew up homes

in the east and intensified tank
shelling on eastern areas of the city
centre.

Israel said it was responding to
Hamas rocket fire towards Tel Aviv
on Tuesday and had struck “rocket
launching pads and militants
among 40 military targets over 24
hours, including in central Gaza,
Khan Younis, and western Rafah in
the south”.

Armed groups of Hamas and the
Islamic Jihad said they had attacked
Israeli forces in several areas, while
Palestinian health officials said
Israeli strikes had Kkilled at least
14 people yesterday, mostly in the
centre and south.

Israel’s military offensive in the
Gaza Strip has killed at least 39,965
Palestinians and wounded 92,294
since October 7, the Palestinian
enclave’s health ministry said
yesterday. A total of 36 Palestinians
have been killed and 54 wounded in
the past 24 hours, the ministry said
in a statement.

MAJOR DRONE ATTACK
Ukraine targets 4

Russian airbases

REUTERS, Kyiv

Ukraine carried out its largest long-range drone
strike of the war on four Russian military airfields
in an overnight operation, a Ukrainian security
source said yesterday.
The strike, which targeted Russia’s Voronezh,
Kursk, Savasleyka and Borisoglebsk air bases, aimed
to undermine Moscow’s ability to
use warplanes for gliding bomb
. attacks on Ukraine, the

source said.
Reuters could
not immediately

. independently verify
the claim. Ukraine
was still assessing the
scale of damage, the
source said. Russia’s

defence ministry

said earlier that its air
defences had destroyed
117 drones and four tactical
missiles launched by Ukraine at

several regions including Kursk.

The strike on the airfields comes as Ukrainian
troopsare trying to press forward in Russia’s Kursk
region after they launched a surprise operation
which has yielded their biggest battlefield gains
since 2022.

Nepal approves
long-delayed war
crimes bill

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's parliament yesterday approved long-
delayed amendments to the transitional justice act
aimed at addressing war crimes committed during
the country’s Maoist insurgency, but victims said
some problematic provisions remain.

Both security forces and former rebels have
been accused of carrying out torture, killings,
rapes and forced disappearances during Nepal’s
decade-long civil war, which ended in 2006 with
more than 16,000 people dead and around a
thousand missing.

“We have brought this document forward
through a unanimous agreement,” Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli told parliament, saying that the
changes were “victim-centric”.

The amendment bill was passed with the
support of a majority of lawmakers, parliamentary
Speaker Dev Raj Ghimire said.

The peace deal brought the Maoist rebels into
mainstream politics, ended a 240-year-old Hindu
monarchy, transformed Nepal into a secular
federal republic and integrated former rebels into
the national army.

But authorities have been criticised for failing
to adequately probe war crimes and instead create
provisions for amnesty, with two commissions
set up for that purpose in 2015 failing to resolve
a single case between them despite over 60,000
complaints.
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