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Barguna AL leader 
held for ‘talking to 
Hasina over phone’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Police have arrested Md Jahangir Kabir, general secretary 
of Barguna District Awami League, who purportedly had 
a phone conversation with former prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina after her ouster and escape to India.

The law enforcers arrested him around 6:00am yesterday.  
The charges against Jahangir include conspiring with 

Hasina to create chaos by speaking to her, said Abdul 
Halim, additional superintendent of police (Sadar Circle). 

He said a team of the Police Bureau of Investigation 
from Dhaka arrested Jahangir and took him to the capital.

A call record of about three minutes purportedly 
between Hasina and Jahangir went viral recently. The 
phone call took place at 8:10pm on August 12.

In that phone call, a woman believed to be Hasina 
instructed Jahangir to conduct party activities in a 
disciplined manner and observe the National Mourning 
Day on August 15.

Merit, quality to be 
basis of all evaluations
Chief Justice says on judiciary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed 
yesterday said merit and quality 
will be the basis of evaluation in 
all spheres of the judiciary.

“We (judiciary) are not an 
elected body. So, I think our 
accountability to the people 
is much higher,” he also said, 
adding that he aspires to ensure excellence and run the 
judiciary based on merit.

He made the remarks when leaders and members of 
Law Reporters Forum, an organisation of journalists 
covering constitution, law, justice and human rights 
issues, met with him at his Supreme Court office.

Replying to a query, the chief justice said activities of 
all the High Court benches will resume from next Sunday. 
Of the 50 HC benches, only eight have been functioning 
for past few days.

He also said steps will be taken immediately so that all the 
HC benches mention the results of daily cases in the website.

Hindu family’s 
house torched 
in Thakurgaon
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Unidentified miscreants torched the house of a 
Hindu family in Thakurgaon on Tuesday night.

The incident occurred around 7:30pm at 
Farabari Mandirpara village in Sadar upazila, 
said Shubrata Barman, chairman of Akcha Union 
Parishad.

Shubrata said the miscreants set fire to 
Kaleshwar Barman’s house when his wife was in 
the kitchen. 

As the fire quickly spread, locals rushed to 
the scene and managed to bring the blaze under 
control.

Just a few days ago, another arson attack took 
place in the same union, where miscreants set fire 
to Ananta Barman’s house in Nimbari Kamarpara 
village.

A WELCOME SIGHT. Students attending class at a school in Barishal city yesterday. Classes at all primary 
schools across the country resumed yesterday after a 28-day closure. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Five killed in 
Dhaka in a day
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Five people, including two siblings, were stabbed 
and beaten to death in two separate incidents in 
the capital’s Saidabad and Wari areas yesterday.

Al Amin Bhuiyan, 41, joint secretary of Ward 
41 unit BNP, and his brother Nurul Amin Bhuiyan 
were beaten and stabbed in Wari’s Hatkhola area 
in the morning. 

Al Amin’s wife Munmun Akter Bhuiyan said 
he had a dispute with some local Awami League 
leaders over a flat he bought in Hatkhola area.

“My husband had a scuffle with those Awami 
League men on Tuesday night. When he and his 
brother went to the flat this [yesterday] morning, 
those men hacked them to death,” she alleged.

She also alleged that the killers worked for the 
real estate company that sold the flat to Al Amin.

The bodies were sent to the Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital morgue for autopsy, said Inspector 
Bachchu Mia, in-charge of DMCH police outpost.

Meanwhile, Saif Arafat Sharif, 20, Saidul Islam 
Yasin, 19, and an unidentified youth, aged around 
25, were beaten to death in the morning at a hotel 
in the Saidabad area.
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Probe attacks on minorities
Demand 37 eminent citizens; urge Indian media to refrain 

from circulating misinformation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Condemning attacks, arson, and 
looting incidents at minority 
communities’ homes, businesses, 
and places of worship in several 
districts across the country, 37 
eminent citizens issued a statement 
yesterday.

They demanded a fair 
investigation and legal action 
against those involved, and called 
for strengthening the sense of 
security among the people.

“In recent days, the homes, 
businesses, and temples of hundreds 
of minority people, especially Hindus, 
have been attacked, looted, and set on 

fire in different parts of the country. 
We have also received information 
that miscreants have attacked the 
homes of indigenous people in some 
areas and vandalised or set fire to 
the houses and places of worship of 
the Ahmadiyya community in two 
districts,” the statement said.

“We have received reports from 
most places indicating that not 
all attacks have been motivated 
by religious reasons or property 
grabbing. In many cases, the attacks 
were carried out due to political 
anger and vengeance,” it said. 

At the same time, the historic 
sculpture of Shashi Lodge in 
Mymensingh, the sculpture of 

Sidhu-Kanu in Dinajpur, and 
the sculpture on the High Court 
premises were also vandalised.

“We condemn and protest all 
these attacks -- every act of violence 
and every attempt that destroys 
communal harmony. Our clear and 
unequivocal demand is that every 
incident be properly investigated 
and those involved be identified and 
punished immediately according to 
the law,” the statement said.

The statement also mentioned 
that they are receiving reports of 
students, political party activists, 
and common people coming 
forward in many areas to protect 
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