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CCC ward 
offices face 
Tk 4.31cr loss
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

The damage to valuables 
in the Chattogram City 
Corporation ward offices 
during the August 
5 violence has been 
estimated at over Tk 4.31 
crore, according to CCC 
sources.

Ward 41 (South Patenga) 
suffered the most, with 
losses estimated at Tk 
1.55 crore. The second 
most affected was ward-
9 (North Pahartoli), with 
damages amounting to Tk 
1.5 crore.

Miscreants reportedly 
targeted nearly every CCC 
ward office following the 
fall of the Awami League 
government on August 5. 
Even offices of councillors 
for reserved seats were not 
spared.

Due to security 
concerns, CCC ward 
councillors and the 
mayor have been absent 
from their offices since 
the attacks. The mayor’s 
residence in Bahaddarhat 
was also attacked on 
August 4 and 5, along with 
the homes of several ward 
councillors.

CCC Chief Executive 
Officer Sheikh Mohammad 
Tauhidul Islam said along 
with vandalism, many 
important documents and 
valuables were damaged. 

The estimates were based 
on ground assessments, he 
added.
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KULAURA UPAZILA

Services at a standstill as 
most UP chairmen flee

MINTU DESHWARA

Most union parishad chairmen in 
Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila, who are 
also Awami League leaders, have gone 
into hiding following the fall of Sheikh 
Hasina due to a mass upsurge.

As such, essential public services at 
the UP offices have been at a standstill.

Vandalism at the UP offices, alongside 
existing security concerns, further 
exacerbated the situation as no one 
could ascertain when the services will 
resume.

This in turn resulted in a backlog of 
requests for certificates, as those cannot 
be issued without signatures from 
the respective UP chairman, thereby 
preventing residents from completing 
important official processes.

The chairmen who have gone into 
hiding include Wadud Box (Hajipur 
union), Akbar Ali Sohag (Routgaon 
union), Mosaddik Ahmad Noman 
(Kulaura Sadar union), Md Abdul Malik 
(Tilagaon union), Abdur Rob Mahabub 
(Jaychandi union), Zafar Ahmed Gilman 
(Kadipur union), Muhibul Islam Azad 

(Karmadha Union), Jimiur Rahman 
Chowdhury (Prithimpasha union), and 
Khalilur Rahman (Sharifpur union), 
among others.

Contacted, Wadud, Abdul, Mosaddiq 
and Khalilur cited fear of potential 
attacks for their absence.

Expressing frustration, locals who 
sought documents including certificates 
for citizenship, inheritance or birth, 
said the incumbent chairmen should 
resign or delegate their duties to panel 
chairmen.

Azizur Rahman Monir, chairman 
of Bhukshimail union and also vice-
president of upazila unit BNP, is among 
a few who have reportedly continued 
attending to their duties.

Azizur said, “I have informed the 
UNO about the safety concerns of the 
chairmen. I have also told my party 
leaders and activists that they should 
cooperate with the UP chairmen to serve 
the needs of the locals.”

Mohi Uddin, UNO of Kulaura upazila, 
said cooperation among all parties is 
needed to restore normalcy and meet the 
people’s needs.

People in front of UP office in Kulaura. PHOTO: STAR

Following the CCC CEO’s instruction, some secretaries joined a few offices yesterday but most of the councillors’ 
offices remained closed. The photo was taken at the office of ward-8 councillor. PHOTO: STAR

Service seekers in limbo
Most councillor offices remain closed in port city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Suman Haldar, a resident of Jamal 
Khan area of port city, went to 
the office of ward 21 councillor of 
Chattogram City Corporation on 
Sunday to collect his child’s birth 
certificate, but had to return empty 
handed as the office was closed.

“This is the third time in last one 
week that I had to return empty 
handed from this office as it has 
remained closed,” said Suman.

Rashedul Islam, who went to the 
ward 15 office for a certificate to take 
his brother abroad for treatment, 
faced a similar situation. 

All 41 ward councillors’ offices 
across the CCC areas have remained 
closed since August 5, causing much 
sufferings to service seekers.  

According to CCC sources, all 
necessary paperworks including 
birth certificate, nationality 
certificate, character certificate, 
inheritance certificate, succession 
certificate are issued from the CCC 
councillors’ offices as those require 

the signature of councillors of 
respective wards. 

At present, none of these 
documents can be issued with the 
offices remaining closed. 

Visiting different areas in the 
port city, this correspondent found 
the councillors’ offices for wards 15 
(Bagmoniram), 16 (Chawkbazar), 17 
(West Bakalia), 20 (Dewan Bazar), 
21 (Jamal Khan), 25 (Rampur), 32 
(Anderkilla) and 33 (Firingi Bazar) 
closed on Sunday.

According to locals, many of 
the offices went through looting, 
vandalism and arson since August 
5, and the councillors and other 
officials have not been working over 
security concerns. 

None could confirm when the 
offices will reopen and services will 
resume.

Preferring anonymity, an official 
of CCC said after the government 
resigned on August 5, there was a 
spree of looting and vandalism at 
almost all the 41 ward councillors’ 
offices, and necessary documents 
related to the CCC services were 
destroyed.

Since then, these offices 
have remained closed, while the 
councillors have been hiding due to 
insecurity and political reasons, and 
officials and staffers have stopped 
going to the offices.

“Many necessary documents, 
which people had submitted to 
these offices, were burnt in the arson 
attacks. We are not sure how the loss 

A closed councillor’s office in the 
port city. PHOTO: COLLECTED
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DHAKA-M’SINGH HIGHWAY

RMG workers block 
road for arrears
STAR REPORT

Demanding unpaid wages and the reopening of 
factory, over a thousand workers of a garment 
factory blocked the Dhaka-Mymensingh highway 
for more than an hour yesterday morning. 

The protest began at 9:00am, causing a shutdown 
of the highway from 9:45am, said Al Mamun, a 
traffic inspector (TI) of Chandana Chowrasta.

Gazipur Industrial Police Inspector Rezaul Haque 
said Apparels Plus Limited was closed on July 17 
under Section 13(1) of the 2006 Labour Law.

The protesters want the factory to reopen and 
their wages to be paid, Rezaul added. 

Traffic returned to normal around 11:00am with 
the help of students assisting traffic police officers, 
said Al Mamun. 

He said the protesting workers have since 
gathered in front of the factory to voice their dissent.

Factory owner Shahadat Hossain could not be 
contacted for comments. 

Defamation case 
against Tarique 
dismissed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A Patuakhali court yesterday dismissed an eight-
year-old defamation case against BNP acting 
Chairman Tarique Rahman. 

Patuakhali’s Kalapara Upazila Senior Judicial 
Magistrate Court Judge Ashish Roy dismissed the 
case. 

The defendant’s lawyer Advocate Khandaker 
Nasir and court bench assistant Md Qayyum 
confirmed the order to The Daily Star.

“On January 15, 2015, Habibullah Rana, former 
deputy commander of Kalapara Muktijoddha 
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Vice chancellors of 
CU, KUET resign
STAR REPORT

Over the last two days, the vice-chancellors of 
Chittagong University (CU) and Khulna University 
of Engineering and Technology (KUET) resigned. 

The pro vice-chancellor of KUET also resigned.
Chittagong University VC Prof Md Abu Taher 

resigned on Sunday. He submitted his resignation 
letter to the president and also emailed a copy to the 
university’s registrar last night.

Acting registrar KM Nur Ahmad confirmed his 
resignation yesterday.
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