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Protests continue
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They placed an eight-
point demand, including 
the formation of special 
tribunals to expedite the 
trials of those who were 
involved in the attacks 
on minorities and the 
formation of a minority 
protection commission.

Other demands include 
the formation of a separate 
ministry for minorities 
and the enactment and 
implementation of strict 

laws to prevent all forms of 
attacks on minorities.

According to statistics 
from Bangladesh Hindu 
Buddhist Christian Oikya 
Parishad and Bangladesh 
Puja Udjapan Parishad, 
there have been at least 
205 incidents of attacks 
on members of minority 
communities in 52 districts 
since the fall of the Sheikh 
Hasina-led government on 
August 5. 

Try Hasina in int’l
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Addressing the media, he 
said, “We have a cordial 
relationship with the 
media. The role of media 
in making our movement 
global is undeniable. 
But we can see that 
some media are trying 
to rehabilitate those 
fallen. We urge the media 
to realise the people’s 
pulse.”

Speaking at the event, 

Akhter Hossen, former 
social welfare secretary of 
Dhaka University Central 
Students’ Union and 
convener of Gonotantrik 
Chhatra Shakti, said, 
“Sheikh Hasina has 
fled the country but is 
still hatching various 
conspiracies while sitting 
abroad.”

He also asked the 
students to get prepared to 
protect the minorities.

Reorganise, don’t stir
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as the prime minister for 21 
years. You left the country 
willingly, no one asked you 
to do so... we all respect 
you.”

He, however, warned 
that there would be no gain 
in stirring up trouble and 
rather it would only agitate 
people further.

Sakhawat said after the 
fall of Jatiyo Party leader 
HM Ershad, he was given 
the option to either leave 
the country or go to jail. 
Ershad chose to go to jail 
and thus saved his party.

Coming back to AL, 
he said, “It is a big party. I 
have a lot of respect for the 
party, which used to belong 
to the middle class secular 
people.”

“The leader of such a 
great party [Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman] 
led this country to 
independence. There is 
no doubt about it. No one 
should have doubts... This 
party had collapsed in 
such a way that the leaders 
and workers had to go into 
hiding.”

Mentioning that around 
400 to 500 people from all 

sides including police and 
Ansar were killed, he said, 
“We don’t want anymore 
deaths.”

Pointing at AL, he 
further said, “Don’t do 
this. I am requesting you 
not to be manipulated by 
someone. Don’t ruin this 
party for personal gain. 
This was Bangabandhu’s 
dream, you have no right to 
destroy it. It is the property 
of Bangladesh.”

“If you dream that you 
will come back with a 
counter revolution, that 
would require the blood 
of thousands of people. 
If you want to take that 
responsibility, then I have 
nothing to do.”

The adviser said the 
students, not any political 
parties, were behind the 
revolution which toppled 
Hasina’s regime.

“They have given their 
lives, which you could 
never have done -- standing 
in front of a police 
officer’s gun. They have no 
regrets. They [the youth] 
will confront you [the 
counter-revolutionaries]. 
Please keep the country 
independent.”

Police to probe senior
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are issued to the police, but a 
youth in plainclothe opened 
fire in the Ansar’s area. 
This is very serious -- does 
that mean we had armed 
civilians?” he questioned.

When asked about armed 
Awami League members 
carrying firearms and 
opening fire on protesters, 
Sakhawat responded, “I 
don’t know about any 
league. Prohibited firearms 
were not supposed to be 
outside. Only the police and 
Rab were authorised to use 
these rifles. How did these 
firearms end up in civilian 
hands?”

“I saw another video of 
a civilian youth carrying a 
7.62mm rifle and walking 
away. That means the rifle 
was not returned,” he said.

“These rifles are 
missing,” he said, urging 
everyone to hand over 
unauthorised firearms to 
the nearest police station 
by August 19.
THE RULES OF 

ENGAGEMENT

Earlier, Inspector General 
of Police Mainul Islam 
said action would be taken 
against police officials who 
did not follow the accepted 
principles of applying force 
and violated human rights, 
as per police regulations.

The junior cops also 
demanded a trial against 
superiors, and a lawful 
inquiry about the use of 
firearms and bullets during 
the protests.

“We are taking action as 
per legal rules,” the IGP told 
The Daily Star on Sunday 
night.

According to police 
protocol, officers are first 
supposed to ask a large 
gathering to disperse by 
blowing whistles.

If this does not work, 
they are to attempt to push 
the crowd away.

If that also fails, police 
can use batons. The next 
step is to use tear gas, and if 
that proves ineffective, they 
are instructed to fire blanks.

If the police believe 
their lives are in danger, 
they are permitted to 
shoot; however, there is no 
provision for firing a gun 
at an unarmed person, 
according to a police 
official citing the protocol.

Despite this, the 
police’s excessive use of 
force against students 
and ordinary citizens 
has resulted in over 400 
deaths, including students.

At least 42 police 
officers have also lost their 
lives, according to Police 
Headquarters.

Vice chancellors of CU, KUET
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Since August 9, students 
had been demanding the 
resignation of the VC 
and other officials of the 
university administration.

During the protests, 
students padlocked the 
VC’s bungalow, office, and 
the offices of the proctor 
and provosts.

The proctorial body and 
hall provosts had stepped 
down from their posts 
amid the protest.

Meanwhile, KUET VC 
Prof Mihir Ranjan Halder 
and pro-VC Prof Sobahan 
Mia resigned from their 
posts yesterday.

Their resignation 
letters were emailed to 
President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin.

Prof Mihir cited 
personal reasons behind 
this step, while Prof 
Sobahan mentioned 
illness, alongside personal 
reasons.

The VC in his letter 
appointed Prof Mohammad 
Mashud of the mechanical 
engineering department to 
be the acting VC.

On Sunday, students 
of KUET protested on 
campus, pressing home 
their four-point demand, 
including the resignation 
of the VC and pro-VC.

Later that day, teachers 
held a rally on campus 
in solidarity with the 
students’ demands.

Defamation case against Tarique
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Sangsad, filed a defamation 
case of Tk 20 crore in the 
court as a complainant. 
Due to the long absence of 
the complainant, the judge 
dismissed the case under 
Section 247,” said Qayyum. 

According to the case, 
in a discussion meeting 
organised by the UK BNP 
on December 15, 2014, 
Tarique Rahman said 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
returned to Bangladesh 

on January 10, 1972, with a 
Pakistani passport. 

“Tarique also called 
him a ‘Razakar’ and 
‘Pakbandhu’. With that, 
Tarique had undermined 
the reputation of the 
country and the freedom 
fighters, along with 
Bangabandhu himself,” 
said the case statement. 

The court then issued 
an arrest warrant against 
Tarique.

In response to the 

acquittal of Tarique, 
Advocate Khandkar 
Nasir Uddin, upazila BNP 
organising secretary, said 
the case was politically 
motivated to harass the 
defendant. 

Although the 
complainant in the case 
has been absent from the 
court for eight years, the 
former Awami League 
government used the 
court to uphold the arrest 
warrant, he added. 

Service seekers in limbo
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will be recovered,” said 
another CCC official 
wishing anonymity.

Even the CCC mayor is 
not going to the office, said 
the officials, adding that it 
has further deepened the 
crisis.

“Without the mayor’s 
consent, all vital decision 
regarding the city 
corporation’s activities, 
including the tender 
process of important 
projects, remain pending,” 
said an official of CCC’s 
engineering department.

Contacted, Sheikh 
Mohammad Tauhidul 
Islam, CCC’s chief 
executive officer, said 
the councillors went into 
hiding for security reasons 
while the mayor has been 
absent from the office for 

same issue.
“I have instructed all 

the secretaries in the 
councillors’ offices to join 
office immediately,” he also 
said.

“We have already 
resumed cleaning 
activities in the city under 
the supervision of the 
conservancy department. 
Hopefully, normalcy 
will return to other 
departments from next 
week,” Tauhidul added

Following the CCC 
CEO’s instruction, some 
secretaries joined a few 
offices yesterday but most 
of the councillors’ offices 
remained closed, said 
sources. 

The issuance of 
documents and other 
services continued to 
remain suspended. 
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Enamul Haque 
Chowdhury 
passes away
CITY DESK

F o r m e r 
M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r 
of Agrani 
B a n k , 
E n a m u l 
H a q u e 
Chowdhury passed away on 
August 10. 

He was laid to rest in 
Sylhet. 

Chowdhury began his 
career in 1965 by joining 
United Bank. 

He also served as the 
managing director of 
Sonali Bank and Shilpa 
Bank (now Bangladesh 
Development Bank). 

The CEO of Agrani Bank 
PLC Md Murshedul Kabir 
expressed deep sorrow over 
the demise of Chowdhury. 

In his condolence 
message, he extended 
heartfelt sympathy to the 
bereaved family of the 
deceased.


