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Congestion 
at Ctg port 
clearing up
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The congestion of import 
and export containers at 
the Chattogram port is 
slowly clearing, with port 
activities ramping up since 
yesterday morning.

The backlog had 
accrued as container 
handling at the country’s 
premier seaport came to a 
halt after the government 
enforced public holidays to 
quell the unrest stemming 
from a nationwide student 
movement.

The movement, which 
claimed more than 591 lives 
till yesterday according 
to The Daily Star’s count, 
climaxed on August 5, 
when Sheikh Hasina 
resigned from her position 
as prime minister and fled 
the country.

According to the 
Chattogram Port Authority 
(CPA), importers are slowly 
clearing their goods in a 
bid to minimise risks amid 
security concerns.

CPA data shows that 
around 3,924 twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs) of 
containers were released as 
of 8:00am yesterday, with 
3,039 TEUs being export-
oriented.

However, 41,581 TEUs of 
import containers are still 
awaiting release in port 
yards.

CPA officials say 
container congestion is 
gradually decreasing as 
port activities are returning 
to normal.

Omar Hazzaz, president 
of the Chattogram 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, said traders are 
still delaying the clearance 
of import and export cargo 
in fear of theft as there has 
been no police presence 
along the highways for at 
least two days now.

“But the situation 
is slowly returning to 
normal,” he added.

Hazzaz also hoped port 
activities would move 
ahead at full steam after 
the interim government is 
sworn in.

Holiday destinations devoid of 
tourists for security concerns

JAGARAN CHAKMA, SOHRAB HOSSAIN 

and MOKAMMEL SHUVO

Hotels, resorts and motels in the country’s 
holiday destinations are lying idle for a 
lack of tourists amidst the deterioration 
of law and order since Sheikh Hasina 
resigned from the post of prime minister 
on August 5 in the face of a mass uprising.

Vandalism and looting of business 
establishments, houses and places of 
worship of religious minorities have 
created panic, denting the flow of tourists 
to popular holiday destinations.

“Not a single tourist came to visit 
Sajek during the last three weeks due 
to instability and fear,” said Suparna 
Debbarman, president of an association 
of the area’s resort and cottage owners.

During the rainy season, tourists come 
to witness the beauty of the green hills 
and small waterfalls, but the prevailing 
situation is not favourable for travel.

He added that bus services connecting 
Dhaka and Khagrachhari are yet to 
resume in full swing.

According to him, there are at least 
130 resorts and hotels and 16 restaurants 
in Sajek that can accommodate around 
3,500 tourists.

These resorts and hotels employ at 
least 1,000 people, Debbarman said.

However, most staff are on leave with 
pay, which has helped reduce food costs 
for staff, he added.

Basically, people are panicking about 
the instability and rapid change in the 
political scenario, which has impacted 
tourism-centric businesses in Sajek and 
other holiday destinations, he said.

Echoing Debbarman’s sentiments, 
Imranul Alam, owner of Tour Group 
BD, which offers houseboat services at 
Tanguar Haor in Sylhet, said the peak 
season for tourism in the region comes 
during the months of July and August.

He said the natural beauty of Tanguar 
Haor, the tea gardens of Sreemangal and 
the waterfalls of Jaflong attract many 
visitors but there were no such prospects 
in the foreseeable future.

However, the ongoing situation had 
affected their business.

According to Alam, there are at least 
200 houseboats in Tanguar Haor passing 
idle times due to a lack of tourists.

Currently, there is little to no tourism-
centric business at Cox’s Bazar, which 
boasts the world’s longest unbroken sea 
beach, due to a lack of tourists, said Selim 
Newaz, general secretary of the Cox’s 
Bazar Hotel Motel Guest House Owners’ 
Association.

“We are incurring huge losses every 
day…this prime tourist destination 
currently has almost no tourists. But we 
still have to bear our fixed costs,” Newaz 
said.

“We don’t know when normality will 

return and when we will get tourists,” he 
added.

Since mid-July, hardly any tourists 
have arrived in Kuakata, which features 
another sea beach, said Rumman Imtiaz 
Tushar, president of the Tour Operators 
Association of Kuakata.

Many bookings have been cancelled 
since a curfew was first imposed by the 
government on July 20, he said.

There are around 140 establishments 
catering to tourists, including restaurants 
and tea shops, alongside people who 
rent out beach umbrellas and benches in 
Kuakata. They are all having to deal with 
potential business losses, he said.

There are no tourists in hotels, said 
Motaleb Sharif, general secretary of 
Kuakata Hotel-Motel Owners Association.

“The owners of the hotels are struggling 
to meet various expenses, including hotel 
maintenance costs and electricity bills,” 
he added.

Currently there are little to no tourists in Cox’s Bazar, which features the world’s longest unbroken sea beach, for the deterioration of law and order situation since Sheikh 
Hasina resigned from her post as prime minister and fled the country on August 5 in the face of a mass uprising. PHOTO: MOKAMMEL SHUVO

Economy recorded 
sharp contraction 

in July: PMI
STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh’s economic activities suffered sharp 
contractions in July owing to disruption in 
production and overall businesses amid violence, 
internet outage and curfew imposed by the 
immediate past government to quell protests, 
according to the latest Purchasing Managers’ 
Index (PMI).

The July reading of the Bangladesh PMI -- an 
index based on data compiled from monthly 
surveys of over 500 private sector enterprises 
-- dropped a hefty 27 points from the previous 
month to record a sharp contraction at 36.9 
points, much below the mid-point reading of 50 
that means ‘no change’.

A PMI reading above 50 generally indicates 
‘expanding’ and below that shows a ‘contraction’, 
according to the Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (MCCI) and Policy 
Exchange Bangladesh, which developed the PMI.

The latest PMI shows contraction in all 
key sectors of agriculture, manufacturing, 
construction and services, said the MCCI.

“The recent events of widespread unrest that 
culminated in the eventual resignation of the 
prime minister and fall of the government, have 
also had an impact on the economy,” the MCCI 
said in a statement regarding the PMI.

“All key sectors of the economy recorded sharp 
contractions as the previous regime resorted to 
extreme measures to regain control. Nonetheless, 
there appears to be a silver lining as the future 
business index of all key sectors posted expansion 
readings.”

According to the index developed in 2024, the 
agriculture sector recorded a sharp contraction 
after six consecutive months of expansion.

The sector posted a sharp contraction rate for 
the indexes of new business, business activity, 
and employment. However, the input costs index 
posted a faster expansion whereas the order 
backlog index posted a slower expansion rate.

The manufacturing sector also posted a sharp 
contraction after seven consecutive months of 
expansion, according to the index.

The sector recorded a sharp contraction rate 
for the indexes of new orders, new exports, factory 
output, and supplier deliveries, whereas the 
employment index recorded a slower expansion.

However, faster expansion rates were recorded 
for the indexes of input purchases and input 
prices, and the finished goods index reverted to an 
expansion.

The Purchasing Managers’ Index  
dropped a hefty 27 points in July 
compared to the previous month


