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Imran ‘ready 
to apologise’ 
if PTI role in 
riots proved
DAWN ONLINE

Former prime minister 
of Pakistan Imran Khan 
on Wednesday offered 
to apologise for the 
May 9 riots, provided 
the involvement of PTI 
supporters in the violent 
protests was proved.

His remarks came during 
a media talk at the Adiala Jail 
following the proceedings of 
the £190 million corruption 
reference against him and 
Bushra Bibi.

Khan said if CCTV 
footage identified that the 
PTI workers had trespassed 
and attacked government 
installations, he would not 
only apologise, but also 
expel those from the party, 
and ensure their prosecution 
before a court of law.

The ex-PM, however, 
pointed out that he too 
was manhandled on May 
9, as Rangers had dragged 
him from premises of 
Islamabad High Court 
despite the fact that he was 
“the most popular leader in 
Pakistan”.

UN troubled by 
Thai opposition 
party ban
AFP, Geneva

The United Nations yesterday said the dissolution 
of Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward Party 
was “deeply troubling” and seriously impacted 
fundamental freedoms.

The Constitutional Court, Thailand’s top court, 
voted unanimously on Wednesday to dissolve 
the MFP, the vanguard of the country’s youthful 
pro-democracy movement, and ban its executive 
board members from politics for 10 years.

“This decision seriously impacts fundamental 
freedoms of expression and association, and 
people’s right to participate in public affairs and 
political life in Thailand,” UN human rights chief 
Volker Turk said in a statement.

“No party or politician should ever face such 
penalties for peacefully advocating legal reform, 
particularly in support of human rights.”

The MFP took first place in a general election 
last year after pledging to reform Thailand’s strict 
royal defamation law.

Calling the court move “deeply troubling”, 
Turk said UN human rights mechanisms had 
long expressed concern about Thailand’s lese-
majeste laws, saying they were inconsistent with the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

“I call on the government to find pathways to 
ensure a vibrant, strong and inclusive democracy 
that promotes and respects rights to freedom of 
expression and association, and end use of lese-
majeste laws to suppress critical voices,” said Turk.

Palestinians gather to receive food at a UNRWA distribution centre amid a hunger crisis in Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday. The 
health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza said that at least 39,699 people have been killed in the Israeli offensive, which is now in its 11th month.
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Biden, Harris warn of Trump 
threat to democracy

AFP, Detroit

US President Joe Biden said 
Wednesday he is “not confident” 
Donald Trump would concede 
peacefully if he loses the US election, 
as the Republican’s rival Kamala 
Harris warned a Trump victory would 
usher in a lawless administration set 
on curtailing Americans’ freedoms.

Trump has been impeached twice 
and indicted twice over various alleged 
attempts to cheat in the 2020 election 
-- which he still has not acknowledged 
he lost -- and was convicted of 34 
felonies over a hush money scheme to 
deceive voters in 2016.

His false claims of widespread 
fraud in 2020 preceded the storming 
of the US Capitol -- and the wounding 
of more than 100 police officers -- by 
a violent mob determined to prevent 
the certification of his defeat.

“If Trump loses, I’m not confident 
at all,” Biden told US network CBS 
after he was asked if he expected a 
peaceful transfer of power in 2025.

“He means what he says. We don’t 
take him seriously,” Biden warned. 
“He means it.”

The president’s remarks, which 
air fully on Sunday, came soon after 
Harris had sounded the alarm over 
Trump’s conduct in the opposite 
scenario -- victory for the 78-year-old 
billionaire.

Speaking to a crowd in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin as part of a multi-day tour 
of swing states, she used the former 
president’s own words -- as well as 
his felony convictions -- to argue that 
a second Trump term would be a 
disaster for America.

She pointed to his vow to be a 
dictator “on day one,” his threats to 
weaponize the Justice Department 
against his political enemies and 
his 2022 comment demanding the 
“termination” of constitutional 
provisions over his 2020 election 
defeat.

“Someone who suggests that we 
should terminate the constitution of 
the United States should never again 
have a chance to stand behind the seal 
of the president of the United States,” 
Harris said, exhorting Americans to 
reject the “chaos, fear and hate” of 
Trumpism.

Harris reprised the theme hours 
later at a rally in Detroit, where she 
called herself and her new running 
mate, Minnesota Governor Tim Walz, 
“joyful warriors” in White House battle.

The 59-year-old vice president 
was on day two of a blitz of the most 
closely-fought election battlegrounds 
as she seeks to capitalize on a surging 
excitement since she replaced Biden 
atop the Democratic ticket in July.

Attend 
mosque or be 
punished
Taliban chief tells 
public workers

AFP, Kabul

Afghan government 
employees must attend 
mosque five times a day or 
face punishment, Taliban 
supreme leader Hibatullah 
Akhundzada said yesterday 
in his latest edict.

Since the 2021 Taliban 
takeover Akhundzada 
has overseen sweeping 
restrictions on society 
-- shutting many women 
and girls out of education, 
ordering male chaperones 
for females and effectively 
banning music.

“The officials of the 
ministries and institutions 
of the (Taliban government) 
are obliged by Sharia to pray 
in congregation at their 
fixed times,” said the order 
signed by Akhundzada.

It added that employees 
who miss a prayer “without 
a reasonable excuse” 
should receive a warning, 
and if they repeat the 
transgression “the relevant 
official is obliged to 
appropriately punish him”.

40 killed in Israeli 

strikes across Gaza
Palestinians flee north of enclave after new 

evacuation order issued
AGENCIES

At least 40 Palestinians were killed in 
Israeli attacks across the central and 
southern Gaza Strip yesterday, after 
Israeli forces issued new evacuation 
orders to Palestinians in areas of north 
of the enclave.

Residents and displaced Palestinians 
fled Beit Hanoon and Beit Lahiya 
areas after Israeli military issued an 
evacuation order there.

The past 24 hours have been 
especially bloody in the central and 
southern parts of the Strip, mainly the 
city of Khan Younis. During this time, 
27 people have been killed, the majority 
of them women and children. 

In parallel clashes at the Askar 
refugee camp, Israeli gunfire injured 
five people, including two children 
aged 15 and 13, Wafa reported. Separate 

attacks by Israeli settlers near the illegal 
Beit El settlement north of Ramallah 
left a Palestinian woman injured.

In the occupied West-Bank, Israeli 
forces have stepped up attacks, in which 
at least seven Palestinians, including 
two children, were wounded, reports Al 
Jazeera online.

The health ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza said yesterday that at least 
39,699 people have been killed since 
the offensive began. The toll includes 22 
deaths in the past 24 hours, according 
to ministry figures.

Israel has vowed to eliminate new 
Hamas chief Yahya Sinwar with regional 
hostilities threatening to boil over as 
the Gaza offensive enters its 11th month.

The naming of Sinwar to lead the 
Palestinian group came as Israel steeled 
itself for potential Iranian retaliation 
over the killing of his predecessor Ismail 
Haniyeh last week in Tehran, reports AFP.

Speaking at a military base on 
Wednesday, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said Israel was “determined” 
to defend itself. French President 
Emmanuel Macron told Netanyahu 
later on Wednesday to “avoid a cycle 
of reprisals”, after earlier delivering 
the same message to his Iranian 
counterpart Masoud Pezeshkian. 

Israel vows to eliminate new 
Hamas leader

Macron tells Netanyahu to 
‘avoid cycle of reprisals’


