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Cultural heritage
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The white stone statue was 
in the middle of a fountain 
in front of the lodge.

In Chattogram, the 
Sheikh Russel Aviary and 
Eco-Park at Rangunia 
upazila was vandalised and 
looted for two consecutive 
days by miscreants following 
Hasina’s resignation. 

“Around 500 miscreants 
entered the park on 
Monday evening and 
vandalised everything in 
several phases till Tuesday 
night,” said Nahid Hasan, 
in charge of the park and 
a forester of Chattogram 
South Forest Division.

They took away around 
350 birds and two deer. 
Hasan said the miscreants 
also beat up six employees 
of the park and looted 

cable cars, tables, chairs, 
computers, electronic 
items, and documents. 
They set fire to various 
structures within the park.

Videos and photos 
showed some looters taking 
away a deer tied with ropes. 

They vandalised the 
control box of the cable 
car and set fire to the office 
room of the park. 

“We returned to the 
park on Wednesday with 
Army shelter. Currently, we 
have closed the park as per 
higher official directive,” 
Hasan said. The park was 
opened for tourists in 2013.

Abdullah Al Mamun, 
divisional forest officer of the 
Chattogram South Forest 
Division, told this newspaper 
that they are yet to estimate 
the amount of damage.

He went outside
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Rakib was 21 and got 
married seven months ago. 

His wife, Sadia Akter, 
18, is beyond consolation. 
“After losing her husband, 
Sadia is unable to mourn; 
she only gazes blankly at 
those who come to console 
her,” said Rakib’s father 
Abdul Halim.

He said she is now living 
with her parents in  the 
adjacent Ishwarganj upazila.

“Recounting the events 
of that day, Halim said 
he, along with his wife 
Nurunnahar Begum and 
their eldest daughter 
Mastura Akter, had left 
their home to attend a 
relative’s wedding in the 
Kandulia area of Gouripur 
on July 19. 

Rakib and Sadia 
remained at home.

Around 10:00am the 
next day, Rakib left the 
house to buy medicine and 
never returned, he said.

Rakib’s grief-stricken 
mother said, “We relied 

heavily on Rakib; he was a 
sincere and honest boy, our 
hope in every sense. But 
now, who will take care of 
us?” 

“He used to encourage 
us to strive for the 
betterment of our family. 
He often motivated his 
sister Mastura to focus 
on her studies to secure 
a better future. But now, 
who will guide us? My only 
son is gone,” Nurunnahar 
added.

His father added, “My 
son’s lifeless body was 
brought home in the 
afternoon, and the local 
union parishad chairman 
urged us to bury him 
quickly to prevent further 
violence. Following his 
advice, we laid him to rest, 
but my wife, Nurunnahar, 
never got to see her beloved 
son’s face one last time.”

The family demanded 
proper investigation into 
the killing to ensure that 
those responsible are 
brought to justice.

He never came back
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Biplob’s story is one of hope 
and hardship. A student 
at Mozaffar Ali Fakir High 
School and College, he 
had appeared for his SSC 
exams earlier this year 
but had failed in Bangla. 
Determined to succeed, he 
was preparing to retake the 
exams next year. 

But Biplob wasn’t just 
a student; he was the 
backbone of his family.

With his father, Babul 
Mia, unable to work due to 
an orthopedic issue, Biplob 
took on the responsibility 
of supporting his family 
and helped his two younger 
sisters, Farjana Akter Babli 
and Jannatul Ferdous, 
continue their education.

He started working 
at a local oil mill while 
preparing for the exams. 

His mother, Bilkis Akter, 
said on July 20, Biplob left 
the house in the morning 
after getting a phone call. 
He told his mother that he 
would join a protest rally 
and then come back home 
for lunch.

“I was cooking 

lunch when I heard the 
commotion from nearby 
Kaltapara Bazar,” Bilkis 
said. “I cooked Pangas 
fish, his favourite. He was 
supposed to come back for 
lunch before heading to 
work.” 

As Biplob did not return, 
Bilkis started to panic. 

“My heart kept telling 
me something was wrong. 
As I went outside, I saw a 
human haulier carrying 
the injured, and then I 
saw his legs. I knew it was 
Biplob. I screamed and lost 
consciousness.”

Biplob’s father, Babul Mia, 
was away in Sylhet for work 
when the incident occurred. 
“We have no land, just our 
home on two decimals 
of land,” Babul said. “We 
lost our son, our support, 
and now the future of my 
daughters is in jeopardy.”

Babul said his wife is 
now bedridden and has lost 
the ability to communicate 
properly.  Biplob’s 
grandmother, Rokeya 
Begum, said, “Biplob earned 
about Tk 8,000 a month 
and supported all of us.”

How will we survive
FROM PAGE 5

daughter, as well as my in-
laws.”

Atiqul’s body was taken to 
their village home Panpatti 
village of Patuakhali’s 
Galachipa upazila that 
night. He was buried in their 
family graveyard the next 
day at noon.

Visiting the village 
home last week, this 
correspondent saw Atiqul’s 

mother Mumtaz Begum 
wailing on the floor. 

Shah Alam Howladar, 
his father, said, “Atiqul 
was my youngest son. He 
worked hard and continued 
his education, funding it 
with the money he earned 
from tuitions. Who will 
care for us now? How will 
we survive without him? I 
want a fair trial to bring his 
murderers to justice.”

Don’t believe
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Cantonment reached near 
Ashulia Police Station on 
that day, the release said.

When the patrol team 
left for the cantonment with 
the injured, the policemen 
stationed in and around the 
police station started firing 
in the opposite direction 
with a hope to get assistance 
from the army patrol team.

The policemen were 
quickly identified and 
disarmed, said the ISPR 
release.

On information that 
some policemen had taken 
shelter in the cantonment, 
a mob gathered in front 
of the Dendabar Military 
Police Check Post in Savar 
Cantonment and demanded 
that the police personnel be 
handed over to them, the 
press release said.

When the crowd was 
assured of police personnel’s 
disarmament, their 
identities and legal actions 
against them, the mob left 
the place, the ISPR said.

HC operations resume
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in the letter,” AM Amin 
Uddin told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

The senior advocate 
refused to give any further 
details.

Senior Advocate Amin 
Uddin was appointed 
as attorney general on 
October 8, 2020 after the 
death of the then attorney 
general Mahbubey Alam.

On Tuesday, Supreme 
Court Bar Association 
President and BNP Joint 
Secretary General AM 
Mahbub Uddin Khokon at a 
press conference demanded 
resignations of all the state 
law officers including 

Attorney General AM 
Amin Uddin, and the chiefs 
and officials of the Anti-
Corruption Commission 
(ACC) and National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) 
within a week as they were 
appointed by the Sheikh 
Hasina-led government.

He also said the judges 
of the Supreme Court’s 
Appellate and High Court 
Divisions, who have done 
politics and committed 
corruption violating their 
oaths, must resign within 
one week.

Earlier on Tuesday, 
Additional Attorney 
General Sk Md Morshed 
resigned from the post.

JP ready to support
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ready to support Yunus’ 
leadership.

He expressed hope that 
Dr Yunus will be able to 
restore the country’s peace, 
prosperity, and stability 
while establishing a society 
based on justice.

In the statement, the 
JP chairman also said the 
country’s law and order 
situation has become very 
fragile. 

Reports of murders, 
thefts, robberies, and hijacks 
are coming from different 
parts of the country, he said. 

“The people of the 
country are scared. Why 
fear still persists in the 
country after freeing it from 
the grip of dictatorship?” 
he questioned.

He drew the attention 
of those concerned about 
controlling the law and order 
situation in the country.

Numbers of army
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Gopalganj-01769-552436, 
01769-552448, 
Rajbari-01769-552514, 
01769-552528, 
Gazipur- 01785349842, 
01769092106, 
Munshiganj-01769082798, 
01769082784, 
Manikganj-01769092540, 
01769092542, 
Narayanganj-01732051858, 
Narsingdi-01769082766, 
01769082778, 
Shariatpur-01769097660, 
01769097655, 
Faridpur-01769092102, 
01742966162.
CHATTOGRAM DIVISION

Noakhali-01769-331519, 
01769-331520, 
Chandpur-01815-440543, 
01568-734976, Feni-01769-
335461, 01769-335434, 
Lakhmipur-01721-821096, 
01708762110, 
Cumilla-01334-616159, 
01334-616160, 
Brahmanbaria, 01769-
322491, 01769-332609.
Lohagara, Patiya, 
Chandanaish, 
Banshkhali and Satkania 
upazilas of Cox’s 
Bazar and Chattogram 
districts-01769107231, 
01769107232.
Chattogram (except 
Lohagara, Patiya, 
Chandanaish, 
Banshkhali and Satkania 
upazilas)-01769242012, 
01769242414.
MYMENSINGH DIVISION

Sherpur-01769202516, 
01769202524, 
Netrokona-01769202478, 
01769202448, 
Jamalpur-01769192545, 
01769192550, 
Mymensingh-01769208151 
and 01769208165.
KHULNA DIVISION

Bagerhat-01769072514, 
01769072536, 
Kushtia- 01769-
552362, 01769-552366, 
Chuadanga-01769-552380, 
01769-552382, 
Meherpur-01769-552398, 
02479921153, 
Narail-01769-552456, 
01769-552457, 

Magura-01769-554505, 
01769-554506, 
Jhenaidah-01769-552158, 
01769-552172, 
Jashore-01769-552610, 
01769-009245, 
Khulna-01769-552616, 
01769-552618, 
Satkhira-01769-552536 
and 01769-552548.
RAJSHAHI DIVISION

Rajshahi-01769112386, 
01769112388, 
Chapainawabganj-
01769112070, 01769112372, 
Pabna-01769122478, 
01769112480, 
Sirajganj-01769122462, 
0176912226, 
Natore-01769112446, 
01769112448, 
Naogaon-01769122115, 
01769122108, 
Joypurhat, 01769112634, 
Bogura-01769112594 and 
01769112170.
BARISHAL DIVISION

Barisal-01769072556, 
01769072456, Patuakhali 
-01769073120, 
01769073122, 
Jhalakathi-01769072108, 
01769072122, 
Pirojpur-01769078298, 
01769078308.
RANGPUR DIVISION

Rangpur-01769662554, 
01769662516, 
Dinajpur-02589921400, 
02589682414, 
Nilphamari-1769682502, 
01769682512, 
Lalmonirhat-
01769682366, 
01769682362, 
Kurigram-01769662534, 
01769662536, 
Thakurgaon- 
01769666062, 
01769672616, Panchagarh, 
01973000662, 
01769662661, 
Gaibandha-01610652525 
and 01754585486.
SYLHET DIVISION

Sylhet-01769177268, 
01987833301, 
Habiganj-01769172596, 
01769172616, 
Sunamganj-01769172420, 
01769172430, Moulvibazar, 
01769175680 and 
01769172400.
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PRAYER 
TIMING 

AUGUST 8

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-20

4-55

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

5-00

5-15

Maghrib

6-47

6-50

Esha

8-15

8-45

Students take charge in absence
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Agriculture University, 
said, “We want our 
countrymen to abide by 
the law and order. Not 
only general citizens but 
all those in government 
positions must follow the 
law. This is what we fought 
for.”

Beyond traffic 
management, students 
have taken on cleaning 
tasks, sweeping roads and 
removing debris. They are 
painting over the graffities 
on the walls of the city, 
in an attempt to restore 
Dhaka’s pre-turmoil 
appearance.

Sharif Md Rafi from 
Daffodil International 
University shared that 40 
students from his university 
have been working 
tirelessly, managing traffic 
and cleaning the city. 

Students were also 
seen cleaning the Central 
Shaheed Minar, where 
recent anti-government 

movements had left 
significant waste.

Student volunteers 
of Red Crescent and 
Bangladesh Scouts were 
also present in the streets, 
assuming the role of police.

Similar scenes were 
also observed across 
the country in Khulna, 
Barishal, Chattogram and 
Sylhet.

In Chattogram, students 
took position at key 
intersections like Wasa, 
Agrabad, and Tigerpass, 
among others. They held 
posters which read, “Follow 
the traffic rules”.

While some managed 
traffic, others collected 
waste, diligently cleaning 
their city. 

The iconic tiger 
sculpture at Tigerpass 
was also cleaned. Local 
residents have expressed 
their appreciation for 
the students’ efforts and 
responsibility.

In Barishal, students 

with sticks in hand and ID 
cards displayed on their 
necks maintained traffic 
flow and collected waste to 
clean the city. With brooms 
and bags, they worked to 
ensure Barishal remained 
orderly and clean.

In Khulna, students 
managed traffic at Shibbari 
Intersection, stopping 
bikers who were not 
wearing helmets. 

In Sylhet, at Chouhatta, 
students managed traffic, 
instructing people to use 
crosswalks for their safety. 
A platform of students 
called Save Sylhet was seen 
collecting waste in the 
Rikabi Bazar area.

Meanwhile, Md Mainul 
Islam, newly-appointed 
inspector general of police 
(IGP), during a briefing at 
the police headquarters 
yesterday expressed his 
gratitude to the students 
for cleaning the city streets 
and controlling traffic 
system.

HSC exams
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Secondary Education 
Board, confidential exam 
materials, including 
question papers, were 
stored in various police 
stations and other facilities 
for safekeeping.

Several of these locations 
were attacked on Monday 
following the resignation 
and departure of the 
former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina. During the 
attacks, question papers in 
many areas were burned or 
destroyed, sources said.

The Higher Secondary 
Certificate and its 
equivalent exams began on 
June 30.

Students along with Ansar members stand guard in front of the Jatrabari Police Station after a mob set it on 
fire. Several vehicles, furniture and valuables were burnt in the arson attack on Monday. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


