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Cultural heritage
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The white stone statue was 
in the middle of a fountain 
in front of the lodge.

In Chattogram, the 
Sheikh Russel Aviary and 
Eco-Park at Rangunia 
upazila was vandalised and 
looted for two consecutive 
days by miscreants 
following Hasina’s 
resignation. 

“Around 500 miscreants 
entered the park on 
Monday evening and 
vandalised everything in 
several phases till Tuesday 
night,” said Nahid Hasan, 
in charge of the park and 
a forester of Chattogram 
South Forest Division.

They took away around 
350 birds and two deer. 
Hasan said the miscreants 
also beat up six employees 
of the park and looted 
cable cars, tables, chairs, 

computers, electronic 
items, and documents. 
They set fire to various 
structures within the park.

Videos and photos 
showed some looters 
taking away a deer tied with 
ropes. 

They vandalised the 
control box of the cable 
car and set fire to the office 
room of the park. 

“We returned to the 
park on Wednesday with 
Army shelter. Currently, 
we have closed the park 
as per higher official 
directive,” Hasan said. 
The park was opened for 
tourists in 2013.

Abdullah Al Mamun, 
divisional forest officer 
of the Chattogram South 
Forest Division, told this 
newspaper that they are yet 
to estimate the amount of 
damage.

He went outside
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Rakib was 21 and got 
married seven months ago. 

His wife, Sadia Akter, 
18, is beyond consolation. 
“After losing her husband, 
Sadia is unable to mourn; 
she only gazes blankly at 
those who come to console 
her,” said Rakib’s father 
Abdul Halim.

He said she is now living 
with her parents in  the 
adjacent Ishwarganj upazila.

“Recounting the events 
of that day, Halim said 
he, along with his wife 
Nurunnahar Begum and 
their eldest daughter 
Mastura Akter, had left 
their home to attend a 
relative’s wedding in the 
Kandulia area of Gouripur 
on July 19. 

Rakib and Sadia 
remained at home.

Around 10:00am the 
next day, Rakib left the 
house to buy medicine and 
never returned, he said.

Rakib’s grief-stricken 
mother said, “We relied 

heavily on Rakib; he was a 
sincere and honest boy, our 
hope in every sense. But 
now, who will take care of 
us?” 

“He used to encourage 
us to strive for the 
betterment of our family. 
He often motivated his 
sister Mastura to focus 
on her studies to secure 
a better future. But now, 
who will guide us? My only 
son is gone,” Nurunnahar 
added.

His father added, “My 
son’s lifeless body was 
brought home in the 
afternoon, and the local 
union parishad chairman 
urged us to bury him 
quickly to prevent further 
violence. Following his 
advice, we laid him to rest, 
but my wife, Nurunnahar, 
never got to see her beloved 
son’s face one last time.”

The family demanded 
proper investigation into 
the killing to ensure that 
those responsible are 
brought to justice.

He never came back
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Biplob’s story is one of hope 
and hardship. A student 
at Mozaffar Ali Fakir High 
School and College, he 
had appeared for his SSC 
exams earlier this year 
but had failed in Bangla. 
Determined to succeed, he 
was preparing to retake the 
exams next year. 

But Biplob wasn’t just 
a student; he was the 
backbone of his family.

With his father, Babul 
Mia, unable to work due to 
an orthopedic issue, Biplob 
took on the responsibility 
of supporting his family 
and helped his two younger 
sisters, Farjana Akter Babli 
and Jannatul Ferdous, 
continue their education.

He started working 
at a local oil mill while 
preparing for the exams. 

His mother, Bilkis Akter, 
said on July 20, Biplob left 
the house in the morning 
after getting a phone call. 
He told his mother that he 
would join a protest rally 
and then come back home 
for lunch.

“I was cooking 
lunch when I heard the 

commotion from nearby 
Kaltapara Bazar,” Bilkis 
said. “I cooked Pangas 
fish, his favourite. He was 
supposed to come back for 
lunch before heading to 
work.” 

As Biplob did not return, 
Bilkis started to panic. 

“My heart kept telling 
me something was wrong. 
As I went outside, I saw a 
human haulier carrying 
the injured, and then I 
saw his legs. I knew it was 
Biplob. I screamed and lost 
consciousness.”

Biplob’s father, Babul 
Mia, was away in Sylhet for 
work when the incident 
occurred. “We have no 
land, just our home on two 
decimals of land,” Babul 
said. “We lost our son, 
our support, and now the 
future of my daughters is 
in jeopardy.”

Babul said his wife is 
now bedridden and has lost 
the ability to communicate 
properly.  Biplob’s 
grandmother, Rokeya 
Begum, said, “Biplob 
earned about Tk 8,000 a 
month and supported all 
of us.”

How will we survive
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daughter, as well as my in-
laws.”

Atiqul’s body was taken to 
their village home Panpatti 
village of Patuakhali’s 
Galachipa upazila that 
night. He was buried in their 
family graveyard the next 
day at noon.

Visiting the village 
home last week, this 
correspondent saw Atiqul’s 

mother Mumtaz Begum 
wailing on the floor. 

Shah Alam Howladar, 
his father, said, “Atiqul 
was my youngest son. He 
worked hard and continued 
his education, funding it 
with the money he earned 
from tuitions. Who will 
care for us now? How will 
we survive without him? I 
want a fair trial to bring his 
murderers to justice.”

Don’t believe
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Cantonment reached near 
Ashulia Police Station on 
that day, the release said.

When the patrol team 
left for the cantonment with 
the injured, the policemen 
stationed in and around the 
police station started firing 
in the opposite direction 
with a hope to get assistance 
from the army patrol team.

The policemen were 
quickly identified and 
disarmed, said the ISPR 
release.

On information that 
some policemen had taken 
shelter in the cantonment, 
a mob gathered in front 
of the Dendabar Military 
Police Check Post in Savar 
Cantonment and demanded 
that the police personnel be 
handed over to them, the 
press release said.

When the crowd was 
assured of police personnel’s 
disarmament, their 
identities and legal actions 
against them, the mob left 
the place, the ISPR said.

BGB on alert
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to India through Benapole 
around 2:00pm.

He was the president of 
Dhaka Nawabganj Bandar 
union Chhatra League 
unit.

BGB’s Jashore 49 and 
Khulna 21 battalions 
have strengthened the 
security system to prevent 
infiltration on various 
border routes of Benapole. 
The border troops also 
increased surveillance at 
key border points along 
with ports, land and 

railways.
The bordering routes 

include Benapole’s 
Putkhali, Goga, 
Kayba, Agrabhulot, 
Rudrapur, Daulatpur, 
Gatipara, Ghiba, 
Sadipur, Bara Achhra, 
Kashipur Dhanyakhola, 
Raghunathpur, Shikarpur 
and Harishchandrapur.

Benapole Checkpost 
Immigration Police Officer-
in-Charge Azaharul Islam 
said passengers’ traveling 
through the land port has 
decreased.

JP ready to support
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In the current reality of 
the country, there is no 
alternative to Prof Yunus, 
he said, adding that JP is 
ready to support Yunus’ 
leadership.

He expressed hope that 
Dr Yunus will be able to 
restore the country’s peace, 
prosperity, and stability 
while establishing a society 
based on justice.

In the statement, the 
JP chairman also said the 
country’s law and order 

situation has become very 
fragile. 

Reports of murders, 
thefts, robberies, and hijacks 
are coming from different 
parts of the country, he said. 

“The people of the 
country are scared. Why 
fear still persists in the 
country after freeing it from 
the grip of dictatorship?” 
he questioned.

He drew the attention 
of those concerned about 
controlling the law and order 
situation in the country.

Torching of
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Liberation War, spoke to 
reporters after visiting 
the museum yesterday, 
two days after the attack 
following the ouster of 
Sheikh Hasina. 

“Bangabandhu and 
Sheikh Hasina are not the 
same thing. Bangabandhu 
is the Father of the Nation 
and the great hero of 
independence. Today, I 
saw the charred house of 
Dhanmondi 32. It would 
have been better if I had 
died before that,” Kader 
remarked.

He blamed the 
Awami League for many 
wrongdoings. “But 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
did nothing wrong. He 
has brought honour to 
the Bengali nation. The 
destruction will remain 
as a blot on the history 
of the Bengali nation in 
future. Bangabandhu will 
live for ages. His honour 
will remain intact for ages. 

Those who committed this 
crime will be brought to 
book one day.”

He also urged the 
student leaders to establish 
and maintain peace instead 
of seeking revenge. “There 
is nothing wrong if anyone 
supports the Awami 
League, do not assault 
them.”

Besides the students, 
the administration and the 
army need to take steps 
to protect the Hindus and 
other minority groups, he 
said.

Asked what would 
happen to the leaders 
and activists of the AL as 
Hasina left the country, 
he said, “This disaster 
is not bigger than the 
catastrophe that came 
through the assassination 
of Bangabandhu. Yes, 
for some time, they will 
be afraid, and they will 
suffer. But the party is not 
completely doomed.”

What’s the point
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and people take to the 
streets for such killings 
and destruction? What 
message are we sending to 
our young generation by 
damaging these assets and 
our history? As a concerned 
citizen, I strongly condemn 
these,” Sohel Taj, also a son 
of former prime minister 
Taj Uddin Ahmad, said.

“What benefit did they 
gain from burning the 
Dhanmondi-32 house and 
damaging Bangabandhu’s 
sculptures?” he asked. 

“We all want an 
impartial investigation 
on those cops who 
were involved in unjust 
activities. But why are we 
putting everyone against 
us? We need to remember 
that it is impossible to 
run a country without law 

enforcement agencies,” he 
said.

He also made several 
demands regarding 
the upcoming interim 
government.

They include protecting 
lives and properties from 
ongoing destruction, 
holding accountable the 
Awami League leaders 
and activists involved in 
wrongdoings and ensuring 
the safety of innocent 
leaders and activists, 
giving space to dissent, 
restoring the right to 
vote, establishing good 
governance and the rule 
of law, freeing the judicial 
system, administration, 
and police forces from 
political influence, and 
ensuring communal 
harmony and fundamental 
rights.
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Students step up to fill the vacuum
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Agriculture University, 
said, “We want our 
countrymen to abide by 
the law and order. Not 
only general citizens but 
all those in government 
positions must follow the 
law. This is what we fought 
for.”

Beyond traffic 
management, students 
have taken on cleaning 
tasks, sweeping roads and 
removing debris. They are 
painting over the graffities 
on the walls of the city, 
in an attempt to restore 
Dhaka’s pre-turmoil 
appearance.

Sharif Md Rafi from 
Daffodil International 
University shared that 40 
students from his university 
have been working 
tirelessly, managing traffic 
and cleaning the city. 

Students were also 
seen cleaning the Central 
Shaheed Minar, where 
recent anti-government 

movements had left 
significant waste.

Student volunteers 
of Red Crescent and 
Bangladesh Scouts were 
also present in the streets, 
assuming the role of police.

Similar scenes were 
also observed across 
the country in Khulna, 
Barishal, Chattogram and 
Sylhet.

In Chattogram, students 
took position at key 
intersections like Wasa, 
Agrabad, and Tigerpass, 
among others. They held 
posters which read, “Follow 
the traffic rules”.

While some managed 
traffic, others collected 
waste, diligently cleaning 
their city. 

The iconic tiger 
sculpture at Tigerpass 
was also cleaned. Local 
residents have expressed 
their appreciation for 
the students’ efforts and 
responsibility.

In Barishal, students 

with sticks in hand and ID 
cards displayed on their 
necks maintained traffic 
flow and collected waste to 
clean the city. With brooms 
and bags, they worked to 
ensure Barishal remained 
orderly and clean.

In Khulna, students 
managed traffic at Shibbari 
Intersection, stopping 
bikers who were not 
wearing helmets. 

In Sylhet, at Chouhatta, 
students managed traffic, 
instructing people to use 
crosswalks for their safety. 
A platform of students 
called Save Sylhet was seen 
collecting waste in the 
Rikabi Bazar area.

Meanwhile, Md Mainul 
Islam, newly-appointed 
inspector general of police 
(IGP), during a briefing at 
the police headquarters 
yesterday expressed his 
gratitude to the students 
for cleaning the city streets 
and controlling traffic 
system.

HSC exams
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Secondary Education 
Board, confidential exam 
materials, including 
question papers, were 
stored in various police 
stations and other facilities 
for safekeeping.

Several of these locations 
were attacked on Monday 
following the resignation 
and departure of the 
former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina. During the 
attacks, question papers in 
many areas were burned or 
destroyed, sources said.

The Higher Secondary 
Certificate and its 
equivalent exams began on 
June 30.

Students along with Ansar members stand guard in front of the Jatrabari Police Station after a mob set it on 
fire. Several vehicles, furniture and valuables were burnt in the arson attack on Monday. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN
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