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Haniyeh’s killing 
aims to prolong 
Gaza offensive

Says Palestinian President Abbas before 
Moscow visit

REUTERS

The killing of Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh was intended to prolong the 
Gaza conflict, Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas told Russia’s 
state news agency, adding that he 
will discuss the regional crisis with 
President Vladimir Putin in Moscow.

RIA, citing a diplomatic source, said 
Abbas will come on a long-expected 
visit to Moscow on August 12-14.

Haniyeh, the political leader 
of Palestinian group Hamas, was 
assassinated in the Iranian capital 
Tehran last week in an attack that drew 
threats of revenge on Israel and fuelled 
concern that the conflict in Gaza was 
turning into a wider Middle East war.

In an interview published by state 
news agency RIA yesterday, Abbas said 
he considers Haniyeh’s assassination 
“a cowardly act and a dangerous 
development in Israeli politics”.

“There is no doubt the purpose 
of Mr Haniyeh’s assassination is to 
prolong the war and expand its scope,” 
he said. “It will have a negative impact 
on the ongoing negotiations to end 

the aggression and withdraw Israeli 
troops from Gaza.”

The interview was published in 
Russian. Haniyeh was the face of 
Hamas’ international diplomacy since 
the offensive started on October 7, 
2023, and had been taking part in 
internationally brokered efforts to 
reach a ceasefire in Gaza.

Iran, which backs Hamas, has 
blamed Israel for the killing and said 
it will “punish” it. Israeli officials have 
not claimed responsibility.

Abbas also told RIA that the Gaza 
Strip must be transferred to the 
control of the legitimate Palestinian 
authorities. 

“We strongly oppose Israeli plans 
that provide for some temporary 
solutions,” he said. 

Russia, which has forged close 
ties both with Iranian Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and 
Arab leaders including Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, has 
condemned Haniyeh’s killing and 
called on all parties to refrain from 
further destabilisation of Middle East.

No end to UK 
protests
Govt expands jail 
capacity

REUTERS, Liverpool

The British government 
has increased its prison 
capacity to help tackle 
violent, week-long anti-
immigrant riots that 
have prompted a growing 
number of countries to 
warn their citizens about 
the dangers of travelling in 
Britain. 

Riots across a number 
of towns and cities have 
erupted following the 
murder of three girls at a 
Taylor Swift-themed event 
in Southport, a seaside 
town in northern England, 
after false messaging on 
social media wrongly 
identified the suspected 
killer as an Islamist 
migrant.

The Justice department, 
which is being forced to 
release some prisoners 
early as it battles a jail 
overcrowding crisis, 
said nearly 600 prison 
places had been secured 
to accommodate those 
engaged in violence. 

75 migrants 
rescued off 
Greece
AFP, Athens

The Greek coastguard 
yesterday said it had 
rescued 75 migrants in 
an area where one of the 
Mediterranean’s worst 
migrant shipwrecks 
occurred last year.

They were on board 
a sailboat southwest of 
the Peloponnese coastal 
town of Pylos and will 
be taken to the port of 
Kalamata, the coastguard 
said, without mentioning 
the nationalities or port of 
origin.

In June 2023, a rusty and 
overloaded trawler sailing 
out of Tobruk in Libya 
believed to be carrying 
more than 750 people sank 
southwest of Pylos.

There were 104 
survivors, but more than 
600 people are considered 
to have perished.

Dozens of survivors have 
filed a criminal complaint 
against the Greek 
coastguard, alleging that 
they took hours to respond 
despite warnings from EU 
border agency Frontex and 
the NGO Alarm Phone.

The Italian coast 
guard said on Sunday two 
migrants died and one 
was still missing after a 
boat carrying more than 
30 people sank around 
17 miles south-east of the 
Italian city of Syracuse, 
Sicily. 

After receiving a distress 
call late on Saturday, a 
coast guard boat and an 
aircraft went to the area, 
rescued 34 people and 
took them to the port of 
Syracuse, the authority 
said in a statement.

Representatives lay flowers at the Peace Memorial Ceremony held at the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima, Japan yesterday, during 
ceremonies to mark the 79th anniversary of the world’s first atomic bomb attack. PHOTO: AFP
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Harris picks Walz 
as her running 
mate
REUTERS

Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris 

selected Minnesota Governor Tim Walz to be her running 

mate yesterday, choosing a progressive policy champion 

and a plain speaker from America’s heartland to help win 

over rural, white voters, according to sources familiar 

with the matter.

Walz, a 60-year-old US Army National Guard veteran 

and former teacher, was elected to a Republican-leaning 

district in the US House of Representatives in 2006 

and served 12 years before being elected governor of 

Minnesota in 2018.

As governor, Walz has pushed a progressive agenda 

that includes free school meals, goals for tackling climate 

change, tax cuts for the middle c l a s s 

and expanded paid leave for 

Minnesota workers. 

Walz has 

long advocated 

for women’s 

reproductive rights 

but also displayed 

a conservative bent 

while representing 

a rural district in the 

US House, defending 

agricultural interests and 

backing gun rights.

Harris, the daughter of immigrants f r o m 

Jamaica and India, is adding a popular Midwestern 

politician whose home state votes reliably for Democrats 

in presidential elections but is close to Wisconsin and 

Michigan, two crucial battlegrounds.

Such states are seen as crucial in deciding the 

November 5 election, and Walz is widely seen as skilled at 

connecting with white, rural voters who in recent years 

have voted broadly for the Republican Donald Trump, 

Harris’ rival for the White House.

Harris chose Walz over Josh Shapiro, the governor 

of Pennsylvania, who had been seen as essential to 

delivering his crucial battleground state.

The window of opportunity for Ukraine is narrowing.
Says Sergei Shoigu, 

secretary of Russia’s Security Council, on peace talks
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AL stares at a ‘political death’
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during the recent protest, 
she failed to inspire party 
men to come to the streets,” 
he said over the phone 
so sheepishly that it was 
difficult to hear.

Asked about the future 
of the party, he replied, “I 
first need to save my life. 
The thought of the future of 
the party can wait,” he said, 
sounding frustrated. 

Both leaders said 
Hasina’s last efforts to bring 
partymen on the Streets to 
resist protesters that killed 
around 100 people across 
the country on Sunday to 
survive was a wrong decision. 
By making this decision, she 
set Awami League against 
the countrymen.

Hasina created a circle 
around her with some 
opportunists who “used” the 
party and the government 
for their personal benefits. 
Their advice has destroyed 
her own political career, a 
historical party like Awami 
League and tens of millions 
of party leaders and activists.

Whereabouts of the top 
party leaders and ministers 
of the immediate past 
cabinet are also not clear, as 
many have gone into hiding 
to save their lives amid 
violent attacks on ruling 
party men in different parts 
of the country.

Some of them, including 
Junaid Ahmad Palak and 
Hasan Mahmud, were 
reportedly caught at the 
airport while trying to 
flee the country yesterday. 
Several others were also 
beaten up.

According to the officials 
at the Dhaka airport, the 
civil aviation authority also 
detained general secretary 
of Bangladesh Chattra 
League’s Dhaka University 
unit Tanbir Hasan Shaikat 
and the student body’s 
Dhaka North unit president 
Riaz Mahmud. The 
detainees were handed over 
to the Bangladesh Army, 
according to officials.

Besides, the family 
members of two former 
ministers -- education 
minister Mohibul Hasan 
Chowdhury and Local 
Government, Rural 
Development and 
Cooperatives minister Md 
Tazul Islam left the country 
through the airport.

Former finance minister 
Abul Hassan Mahmood 
Ali, sports minister Nazmul 
Hassan Papon and Mayor 
of Dhaka South City 
Corporation Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh also left the 
country through the airport 
since Sunday, sources said. 

Former MP of 
Munshiganj-3 Mrinal Kanti 
Das also left the country.

Bangla daily Prothom 
Alo yesterday reported 
that Hasina was in favour 
of using greater force till 
the last moment, even as 
security personnel and top 
police officials declined to 
continue the bloodshed.

By Monday noon, tens 
of millions of people were 
marching towards the 
capital and Gono Bhaban 
with their one-point 
demand for her to leave 
office.

According to the Bangla 
daily, on Monday morning 
Hasina pushed top leaders 
of different law enforcement 
agencies and armed forces 

to take harsher actions 
against the protesters. She 
also refused to accept the 
briefing by the security 
personnel that the situation 
was completely out control.

Some of the party leaders 
and her advisers who 
were present at that time 
requested her to resign 
and hand over power to the 
armed forces, but Hasina did 
not pay any heed and asked 
them to strengthen the 
curfew instead, according 
to the report.

Hasina also expressed 
resentment at the top 
bosses of the armed forces 
and law enforcement 
agencies for their failure 
to tackle the situation and 
contain the protesters. 
Later, after consulting with 
her younger sister Sheikh 
Rehana, who was at Gono 
Bhaban with her, and her 
son Sajeeb Wazed, who is in 
the US, Hasina decided to 
step down.

According to Prothom 
Alo, Hasina at the last 
moment wanted to record 
a speech addressing the 
nation, but she was not 
given the time as there was 
intel that protesters would 
occupy Gono Bhaban in 45 
minutes.

Hasina was given 45 
minutes to pack up. She 
and her sister then left Gono 
Bhaban for Bangabhaban 
where she tendered her 
resignation to the president. 
Hasina took off in a military 
aircraft around 2:30pm 
and landed in India around 
5:36pm. 
‘VERY SHORT NOTICE’
Indian external affairs 
minister S Jaishankar 
told an all-party meeting 
yesterday that Sheikh Hasina 
requested permission “at 
very short notice” to come 
to India following her forced 
resignation.

He also said Hasina, 
was in shock at the turn of 
events, reports Indian news 
portal NDTV.

He said the Indian 
government will give Hasina 
time to decide her next step.

There was discussion 
that Hasina may fly to the 
UK from India.

However, British 
immigration rules do not 
allow individuals to travel to 
that country to seek asylum 
or temporary refuge, the 
UK Home Office told NDTV 
yesterday, amid speculation 
that Hasina will seek asylum 
in that country.

The UK government also 
said individuals seeking 
asylum must do so “in 
the first safe country they 
reach”.

“The UK has a proud 
record of providing 
protection for people who 
need it. However, there is 
no provision for someone 
to be allowed to travel to 
the UK to seek asylum or 
temporary refuge,” a UK 
Home Office spokesperson 
stated.

Also, amid growing 
queries on visa status of 
Hasina and others, the 
US said visa records are 
confidential under the US 
law, reports UNB. 

“Visa records are 
confidential under US law; 
therefore, we do not discuss 
the details of individual visa 
cases,” a spokesperson at 
the US Embassy in Dhaka 
told reporters yesterday.


