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secretary Md Abu Sayeed, 
highlighted the necessity 
of reviving the Bangalee 
nationalism. 

The statement read, 
“The party has been 
banned for the second 
time in Bangladesh. This 
fundamentalist group 
was an accomplice of the 
Pakistani invading forces 
during the Liberation War 
in 1971. After independence, 
the government of 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman banned 
the party for abuse 
of religion, opposing 
independence, and 
participation in genocide.”

The release criticised the 
subsequent reinstatement 
of Jamaat by the Ziaur 
Rahman government, 
stating that the group’s 
principles have remained 
unchanged for the last 53 
years, making the current 
ban a reiteration of history.

The ban, executed under 
the Anti-Terrorism Act, 
follows the International 
Criminal Tribunal’s previous 
designation of Jamaat as a 
war criminal and terrorist 
group, it added.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Gonojagaran Mancha 
and Amra Muktijoddhar 
Shantan welcomed the 
government’s move.

The government 
yesterday banned 
Jamaat and all its front 
organisations including 
Shibir as political parties 
and entities under the 
Anti-Terrorism Act-2009.

Teachers, students
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Prof Samina Lutfa of DU 
Sociology department, 
added, “We do not want any 
forces [law enforcers] at the 
Dhaka University campus. 
It is our campus. The 
forces must be withdrawn 
immediately.”

The teachers then 
marched to Central Shaheed 
Minar to observe a minute of 
silence for the victims.

Besides, over 100 
faculty members from 
Independent University, 
Bangladesh, expressed 
solidarity with the protests. 

At Rajshahi University, 
the “University Teachers 
Network” held a silent 
procession and rally at 
the Shaheed Intellectual 
Memorial at 11:00am.

As the procession ended, 
plainclothes law enforcers 
with batons suddenly 
grabbed some students 
and moved them towards 
a police van. Teachers and 
other students intervened, 
resulting in their release. 

The same officers 
assaulted two journalists 
who were recording the 
incident, said students.

Mohammad Hemayatul 
Islam, additional police 
commissioner (crime and 
operation) of Rajshahi 
Metropolitan Police, said 
they primarily detained 
a student to talk about 
why he misbehaved with 
a cop. “We’ve not arrested 
anyone,” he claimed.

At Jahangirnagar 
University, a protest march 
honoured those who died 

during protests. 
Twelve teachers from 

Daffodil International 
University joined the 
programme in solidarity.

In Khulna University, 
teachers held a human 
chain and silent march.
STUDENTS’ DEMO

In Barishal, police picked 
up 12 students for “their 
own security” during 
the “Remembering Our 
Heroes” programme. 

Abdur Rahman Mukur, 
officer-in-charge of Bandar 
Police Station, said, “We 
have taken 12 students into 
our custody for security 
purposes. They are neither  
arrested nor detained.”

In Narayanganj, at least 
10 people were injured as 
police charged batons on 
the protesters yesterday 
evening when they tried 
to gather in front of 
Central Shaheed Minar in 
Chashara area to organise 
a candle light protest. 

The protesters said 
police barred them from 
gathering there and also 
charged batons on them.

They claimed that police 
detained at least three 
students from the spot. 

Police, however, claimed 
that they were later 
released.

Contacted, Sahadat 
Hossain, officer-in-charge 
of Sadar Model Police 
Station, denied charging 
batons on students. He said 
students gathered there 
without permission for 
which they had to disperse 
them. 
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Reading out a written 
statement, Dilip Kumar 
Sarkar, central coordinator 
of Shujan, said if the 
government wants to 
suppress the movement 
by force and even if it 
succeeds in that, it will face 
discontent again in the 
future, the consequences 
of which may be more 
terrible.

He stressed the need 
for a fair and transparent 
investigation under UN 
supervision into all the 
violence and ensuring 
punishment of the people 
responsible.

Dilip also demanded 
the withdrawal of all the 
cases against the students, 
the release of detained 
students, and an end to 
mass arrest through block 
raids.

No parent should
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him,” said his friend 
Touhidul Nobby, who 
brought his body to the 
hospital.

“We came to Dhaka 
together from Kushtia 
for three months, as we 
started working as interns 
at an IT-based company as 
part of our final semester,” 
said Touhidul, Maruf’s 
classmate and colleague. 

“We didn’t even join the 
protests. Only 19 days had 
passed since we came to 
Dhaka, so we didn’t know 
much about anything 
around here. We just 
got out of our house in 
Banasree to see what was 
going on. Then we saw a 
vehicle of BGB approaching 
towards us and bullets were 
being fired, so we rushed 
into an alley as everything 
got so chaotic there,” said 
Touhidul.   

“Maruf and I got 
separated. So, when he got 
shot, I couldn’t even see it 
or know it immediately. 
After some time, when I 
was looking for him, I saw 
his body lying on the road. I 
quickly got a rickshaw and 
rushed him to the hospital, 
but the doctor said he was 
already gone,” he added.

The duty doctor at the 
emergency department 

of Advance Hospital said 
a bullet entered through 
Maruf’s back and pierced 
through his stomach. 

Later, Maruf’s uncle came 
to the hospital and took his 
body back to Kushtia. 

“Maruf was a freelancer. 
He wanted to make a career 
in web development. He 
was already earning money 
so that he didn’t burden his 
family,” Touhidul told this 
newspaper.

Maruf wanted to get 
done with the internship 
soon and get back home 
soon so that he could finish 
his diploma and start his 
career, he added. 

Instead, his lifeless body 
went back home, wrapped 
in a white shroud. 

Later, when this 
correspondent reached out 
to Maruf’s father, Shoriful 
Islam, he was in no state to 
talk.

“I don’t know what’s there 
to say. I buried my son with 
my own hands. So, nothing 
matters to me anymore,” 
said, Shoriful, who runs a 
shop in the Khoksa area.

“Life has stopped for 
us. I don’t feel like going 
to my shop. We are trying 
to accept that Maruf is no 
more and he will never be 
back. All we can do is keep 
praying for him,” he added.

Police, Rab
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in troubled water. But they 
did not do it directly, rather 
they used the students as 
shields and abused their 
emotions and feelings,” he 
added.

Arafat urged protesters 
to remain vigilant against 
such infiltrators and to 
maintain patience and 
logic to prevent further 
unrest.

Arafat called on the 
police to avoid harassing 
students who participated 
in demonstrations. 

Expressing sorrow for 
casualties, he said the 
government is committed 
to transparent trials 
through the independent 
judicial commission. 

If needed, the 
government will seek help 
from external experts, he 
added.

We had to bribe
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him in my prayers before 
we disconnected the call. 
That was the last time I 
spoke to him.”

Now, Lucky is left 
alone to care for their two 
children -- Al-Amin, an HSC 
candidate, and daughter 
Jannat, a six-year-old.

With their house in Natun 
Bazar area of Khankanapur 
union in Rajbari still under 
construction and loans 
taken to build it, Lucky is 
desperate. “How do I pay 
back the two lakh taka we 
owe? How can I provide 
for my children and ensure 
their education?”

Al-Amin said, “My father 
always told me to study hard 
so that we could overcome 
our sorrows. Now, who will 
tell me those words? Who 
will bring justice for my 
father’s death?”

Gani’s father, Abdul 
Mazid Sheikh, received 
the tragic news from an 
unknown caller around 
10:30am.

“The caller said my son 
had been shot and urged 
me to send someone to a 
hospital in North Badda. 
I didn’t even know which 
of my sons was in danger. 
Both of them live in Dhaka. 
I had to call my younger 
son, Tariqul, to figure out 
what was happening.”

Tariqul, Gani’s younger 
brother, then called his 
brother’s number. Someone 
picked it up and told him to 

go to the hospital.
“I found Gani 

unconscious and bleeding 
in an ambulance. I rushed 
him to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital, where 
the doctor told me to bring 
some medicine. When I 
returned after 10 minutes, 
the doctor said it was too 
late,” said Tariqul.

Tariqul said his brother 
died around 11:30am on 
Friday.

However, obtaining 
Gani’s body proved to be a 
gruelling and costly process.

“I got his body from 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital two days later, on 
Sunday afternoon,” said 
Tariqul.

He said he was forced to 
pay bribes totaling Tk 9,000 
to get his brother’s body, 
which included paying Tk 
500 each to search three 
rooms at the morgue.

He also paid Tk 7,500 to 
avoid procedural delays, he 
said.

“Then I rented an 
ambulance for Tk 10,500 
but was compelled to hire 
another one through the 
morgue’s in-charge, costing 
Tk 20,000,” he added.

“Finally, we were able to 
bury my brother. But is this 
how we treat the body of an 
innocent man?” 

BNP-Jamaat
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prime minister will ensure 
justice and accountability 
of the culprits behind these 
vandalism,” Mina said.

He appreciated the 
prime minister’s steps in 
handling the recent attacks 
and vandalism.

He said Bangladesh 
and Italy historically enjoy 
excellent friendly relations.

In this connection, he 
mentioned that some two 
lakh plus Bangladeshi 
expatriates are the bridge 
of this relationship and 
they are contributing 
to both the country’s 
economies.

Journalist killed in the line
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without their son. They are 
faced with the uncertainty 
of how they will continue 
their medical treatments or 
pay off the loan. 

Mehedi’s two daughters, 
just seven months and four 
years old, are too young 

to understand the tragedy 
that has befallen them.

In the wake of his 
death, the family received 
a Tk 10 lakh worth savings 
certificate and Tk 50,000 
in cash from the prime 
minister.

His aunt Reba Akhtar 

said, “His dream was simple 
-- to raise his daughters 
well, to give them the 
opportunities he worked so 
hard to create. But a bullet 
shattered that dream.”

Mehedi was laid to rest 
on July 30 in the backyard 
of the house he built.
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AUGUST 2

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-20

4-55

Juma

12-30

1-15

Asr

5-00

5-15

Maghrib

6-47

6-50

Esha

8-15

8-45

Death anniv 
of Justice Abu 
Sayeed today
STAR REPORT

Today is 
the death 
anniversary 
of former 
p r e s i d e n t 
J u s t i c e 
Abu Sayeed 
Chowdhury, said a press 
release.

Justice Chowdhury, also 
a former vice-chancellor of 
Dhaka University, played a 
leading role in mobilising 
world opinion in favour of 
Bangladesh during the War 
of Liberation in 1971.

He was also elected 
chairman of the UN Human 
Rights Commission in 
1985.

He authored four books 
– “Probashe Muktijuddher 
Dinguli”, “Manobadhikar”, 
“Muslim Family Law in 
the English Courts” and 
“Human Rights in the 
Twentieth Century”. 

On the occasion of his 
death anniversary, a doa 
mahfil will be held at Dabail 
Jamia Ashrafia Madrasa in 
Tangail.
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