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Anti-Maduro

protests spread

Venezuela opposition

says he stole vote; four
killed in police shooting

REUTERS, Caracas

Protests  spread

President Nicolas Maduro.

Demonstrations began after the election
board, which critics say is in the pocket
of a dictatorial government, declared on
Monday that Maduro had won a third term
with 51 percent of the vote, extending his
“Chavista” movement’s quarter-century

rule.

But the opposition said the 73 percent
of vote tallies to which it has access showed
its candidate Edmundo Gonzalez had won
by a landslide, with more than twice as

many votes as Maduro.

Many Venezuelans staged “cacerolazos”,
a traditional Latin American protest where
people bang pots and pans in anger. Some

around  Venezuela
yesterday and police fired tear gas in the
capital Caracas as the opposition said it
had voting-tally proof it won a weekend
election awarded to long-ruling socialist

blocked roads, lit fires and threw petrol

bombs at police. At least four people were
killed as police fired tear gas and rubber

bullets at protesters.

election, in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela on Monday.

CHINESE ACTIONS IN DISPUTED WATERS

US pledges funds to boost
Philippine delences

REUTERS, Manila
The United States yesterday pledged
funding of $500 million for the
Philippines’ military and coast
guard in a big show of support for
Manila as it faces Chinese actions
in disputed waters in the .
South China Sea.
Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and
Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin met
their Philippine |

counterparts
in Manila
to reaffirm

Washington’s
unwavering
commitment to its
oldest treaty ally in
Asia.

“This level of funding
is unprecedented, and it sends a
clear message of support for the
Philippines, from the Biden-Harris
administration, the US Congress and
the American people,” Austin said
in joint press conference following
security talks.

Ahead of their meetings, Blinken
and Austin met with President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr who has moved
the Philippines closer to Washington
since he replaced Rodrigo Duterte,
who was openly hostile to the

Americans and pursued warmer
ties with China during his

six-year term.

“I'm always very
happy that these
communication
lines are very
open so that all
the things that
we are doing
y together... are
continuously
examined and re-
examined so we are
agile in terms of our
responses,” Marcos said.
The Philippines has
competing claims with China in the
waters (o its west also known as the
South China Sea. China claims 90
percent of the sea as its sovereign
territory.

Violence broke out after a Filipino

sailor lost a finger in a June 17

mission to resupply troops stationed
at a contested shoal after what
Manila described as “intentional-
high speed ramming” by the Chinese
coast guard.

Manila reached a provisional
arrangement with China for resupply
missions this month to ease tensions
and manage differences, but the two
sides appear at odds over the details
of the deal, which has not been made
public. Philippine foreign minister
Enrique Manalo said in the same
news conference his country agreed
to an “exchange of information”
under its arrangement with China.

Blinken said the US shares
the Philippines’ concerns about
“escalatory” actions China has taken
in the South China Sea.

Blinken also reaffirmed
Washington’s “ironclad”
commitment (o the defend the
Philippines against an armed attack
on its vessels, aircraft and soldiers in
the waterway.

A 2016 ruling by the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague
found that China’s claims had no
basis under international law.

Demonstrators react when molotov cocktails hit the ground in front of security forces during protests against election
results after Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro and his opposition rival EdOmundo Gonzalez claimed victory in presidential
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SOUTH CHINA SEA ROW
EU ollers Vietnam
security support

REUTERS, Hanoi

said yesterday EU wanted to guarantee peace in South
China Sea and told Vietnam the bloc could help boost its
maritime security and cybersecurity capabilities.

The Southeast Asian country is at odds with China
over its boundaries in the South China Sea, a crucial
shipping waterway which Beijing claims almost in its
entirety - a stance that has caused tensions with other
countries in the region as well.

In a meeting with Vietham’s Foreign Minister Bui
Thanh Son in Hanoi, Borrell, who is approaching the
end of his five-year term as High Representative for EU
Foreign Affairs, said the 27-country bloc had a “direct
interest in maintaining peace and stability” in the South
China Sea, where over a third of EU imports and more
than 20% of its exports transit.
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“The high death toll is a
shocking  indiciment  of
the absolute intolerance
shown by the Bangladeshi
authorities to protest and
dissent. The unlawful use of
force, including lethal force,
against  protesters — shows
the authorities’  callous
disregard for the right to
life and an abject failure by
law enforcement officials to
uphold their obligations under
domestic and international

human rights law.”
In the last 10 days,
Amnesty has monitored

and documented the grave
human rights violations, the
open letter said.

“Our findings point to
unlawful use of birdshot
against student protesters,
dangerous use of teargas in
enclosed student spaces and
unrestrained use of lethal
firecarms, such as AK-pattern
assault rifles, by security
forces.

“At midnight on Friday,
July 19, police in Bangladesh
were granted ‘shoot-on-sight’
orders and a nationwide
curfew was imposed. The
arbitrary imposition of a total
shutdown of the internet
across the country, a blanket
ban on protests in Dhaka
followed by a shoot on sight
curfew across the country
marked an unprecedented
clampdown on the rights to
freedom of expression and
peaceful assembly,” it added.

Amnesty  said  such
blanket restrictions violated
Bangladesh’s  international

obligations as a state party to
the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights.

Citing media reports,
Amnesty said around 10,000
arrests have taken place,
mostly targeting opposition
leaders and activists and
student leaders and protest
participants.

“Additionally, over
213,000 people have been
accused over the recent
protest related violence in
around 200 cases filed with
police stations in the capital
alone. Most of these accused
individuals are unnamed.
The tactic of not naming the

accused in first information
reports [FIRs| leaves room
for law enforcers to arrest
anyone they want, as has been
previously documented by
Amnesty International,” the
rights organisation said.

The mass arrest and
arbitrary detention of student
protesters  has  further
perpetuated a climate of fear,
it added.

Amnesty said  several
INGOs, including Amnesty
International, and UN bodies
have called for the Bangladesh
government to uphold its
obligationsunderinternational
law to respect, protect and
fulfil the rights to freedom
of expression and peaceful
assembly, but the government
ol Bangladesh has repeatedly
shown an unwillingness to
uphold international human

rights obligations.

The rights watchdog
urged Hasina to instruct
law enforcement agencies

(o exercise restraint, not to
use unnecessary or excessive
force against demonstrators
to prevent the recurrence of
such incidents.

It also wurged her to
cooperate with the UN to
conduct a thorough, effective,
independent, and impartial
investigation into the deaths
and injuries during the
crackdown. Those found
responsible for the unlawful
use of force must be held
accountable, Amnesty said.

It called for providing
full reparations, including
adequate compensation and
guarantees of non-repetition,
to the victims and survivors
of unlawful police violence,
including those who have been
injured and family members of
those who have been killed.

It urged the government
to guarantee the protection
of the rights of peaceful
assembly and freedom of
expression in accordance
with the constitution of
Bangladesh and international
human rights standards
and repeal legislation which
contravene these standards,
including but not limited to
the Cyber Security Act 2023
and Section 144 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1898.
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so | (%) et et rdfrersr, «riferafe, Frerard | NDRIDP/W-238), (Tender ID-1004088).
| _ (*1) frapareraate wfie 05 | (A) Improvement of Choyghatidighi-Layapukuria pucca Road from
3| | AN 18 __._El_ﬂ__’?_ PRI WA | . - Ch. 00-1100m, (B} Construction of 3 Nos 0.60x0.60 Culvert 6m Long 28-Aug-2024 | 29-Aug-2024 | 29-Aug-2024 OT™M
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