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The same day he was 
attacked, Constable 
Aminul Islam of Khilgaon 
Police Station was on duty 
near Bangladesh Television 
Centre in Rampura.

“Soon after my duty 
started at 10:00am, 
chases and counter-
chases took place with 
agitators for around three 
hours. Suddenly, we were 
surrounded from three 
sides. When I tried to move 
towards Hatirjheel, I bumped 
into another policeman and 
fell to the ground. That’s 
when attackers began 
beating me up.

“Some pedestrians 
rescued me and brought 
me to the hospital.”

Aminul had to get 60 
stitches on his head alone. 
His left arm was broken.

In Uttara, Md Mohiuddin, 
assistant sub-inspector of 
Uttara West Police Station, 
was attacked the same day.

“I was going towards 
Abdullahpur on a 
motorcycle and was stopped 
by a group of attackers 
in front of the Kuwait 
Bangladesh Friendship 
Hospital. They attacked me 
with rods and machetes.”

 I entered the kitchen of 
a house to save myself, but 
they broke down the door 
and attacked me again. 
They beat me for around 25 
minutes.”

He said a group of people 
then tried to take him to 
the Kuwait Bangladesh 
Friendship Hospital but the 
attackers vandalised the 
ambulance he was in.

“They even beat the 
nurses inside the hospital. I 

could not get any treatment 
for almost five hours. My wife 
came to the hospital and 
they also beat her... Around 
1:00am, I was able to get on 
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw to 
head to the police hospital, 
but I was attacked once 
again at Mohakhali.”

Constable Motaleb was 
attacked in Jatrabari.

“I was not in full 
uniform. But the moment 
the attackers in the area 
realised I was a policeman, 
they struck me on my 
head... I lost consciousness 
and don’t remember 
anything after that.”

Sheikh Md Rezaul 
Hayder, deputy inspector 
general and director of 
Central Police Hospital, 
said, “We’ve tried to provide 
treatment to all the injured 
policemen to the best of 
our abilities. We’ve already 
operated on around 30 
critically injured patients.

“These treatments 
would cost up to Tk 2 crore, 
but we’re providing them 
for free. A total of 259 
police officials have been 
admitted to the hospital 
and three of them died.”
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totalling Tk 4.04 crore. 
A total of 226 rooms across 

10 halls of Jahangirnagar 
University were vandalised. 
The university has suffered 
damages amounting to Tk 
1.5 crore. 

Meanwhile, Rangpur 
University suffered damages 
worth Tk 3.19 crore.

Students of Dhaka 
University, Rajshahi 
University and others said 
some activists of quota 
reform protests vandalised 
the rooms where members 
of Chhatra League reside, 
said authorities. 

They said students 
vandalised the rooms in 
retaliation to the attack 
by pro-ruling party men 
and intimidation against 
students.

Ma don’t worry, I’ll be home
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flew. On the scene, this 
reporter witnessed 
helicopters hovering low, 
firing teargas canisters 
and sound grenades, while 
police and BGB troops 
unleashed live rounds on 
the crowd.

Consequently, at least 13 
bodies were counted in the 
nearby hospitals. One of 
them was Samudra’s, lying 
in a pool of blood on the 
floor of Delta Hospital in 
Rampura.

When this newspaper 
saw Samudra’s lifeless 
body, his phone continued 
to ring, displaying the 
name “Ma”.

His mother was still 
calling. Eventually, 
a friend of Samudra 
answered and informed 
her, “Aunty, Samudra has 
been shot. He’s at Delta 
Hospital. Please come 
quickly.”

He couldn’t tell the 
mother that her son had 
already died.

Tajul and Masuda 
rushed to the hospital amid 
the chaos on streets.

Upon arrival, they were 
told their son had died. 

Masuda could not 
accept this. “The doctors 
said he was alive when 
brought in but died 
shortly after. But my 
Samudra’s body was still 
warm. I felt his heart 
was still beating,” she 
recounted tearfully.

In a desperate bid to 
find some trace of life, they 
took his body to Better Life 
Hospital. There, the doctors 
confirmed the inevitable.

A bullet had pierced 
his hand and lodged into 
his rib, causing severe 
blood loss and, ultimately, 
his death, confirmed the 
doctors.

Now the family is 
struggling to cope with the 
loss.

“Yes, he was shot. But 
I won’t say who shot him. 
We don’t know who did 
that. We don’t want justice. 
My son is dead. I will not 
get him back. What’s the 
point of asking for justice?” 
Masuda asked, breaking 
down in tears.

When our local 
correspondent visited 

Samudra’s village in 
Munshiganj, he saw the 
obvious -- a family in 
shock.

His parents were sitting 
outside, surrounded by a 
few relatives.

They all spoke highly of 
Samudra. They said even 
at a young age, Samudra 
cared deeply for his friends 
and family.

He used to come to 
Munishganj every weekend 
and was the centre of 
attention among the local 
children. He also helped 
arrange sporting events 
in both Munshiganj and 
Rampura. 

(Our Munshiganj 
correspondent Tanjil 
Hasan contributed to this 
report)

I couldn’t save
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“As I screamed, some people 
rushed in and took us to two 
private hospitals nearby, 
but neither admitted my 
son for treatment. Then 
my nephew Pavel managed 
an ambulance to take us 
to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital. By the time we 
reached the hospital, Akash 
had bled to death. My son 
asked me to save him, but I 
could not…”

Akram broke down as 
he recounted the events 
to this correspondent over 
phone. Akram, 45, his wife 
Laili Begum, 35, and their 
daughter Fahima Sultana 
Ankhi, a 10th grader, are 
struggling to cope with 
their loss.

Akash, the eldest of 
three siblings, had joined 
his father in selling fruits 
in Dhaka after failing 
his Secondary School 
Certificate test exams last 
year. His younger brother 
Adnan, 5, is a first grader at 
a local madrasa.

“The headteacher of 
Akash’s school demanded 

Tk 10,000 to fill up his 
registration form for the SSC 
examination, but I could 
not manage the money. So, 
Akash left his studies and 
moved to Dhaka around six 
months ago to help me sell 
fruits,” Akram said.

Since the boy’s death, 
his mother has been in 
an unstable condition, 
fainting frequently and 
unable to eat or drink.

“My son was innocent. 
He would never leave the 
house without asking me. 
He did not even chat with 
others in the area. My 
husband is a poor man. 
We live in someone else’s 
house; we don’t have our 
own home,” Laili said.

Akash’s sister Fahima 
added, “My brother could 
not even appear in the SSC 
exam. There is no reason for 
him to join the anti-quota 
movement. I want justice 
for my brother’s death.”

Echoing her, Akram 
demanded, “I want those 
who shot my innocent son 
to be identified, brought to 
justice, and punished.”

Who picked up Nahid first time?
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They opened the trunk 
twice, at 1:54am and 
2:00am. 

On the first occasion, 
one man placed his helmet 
in the trunk and later 
retrieved tools, including a 
large cutter.

Around 2:02am, the 
SUV moved towards the 
residence Nahid was in, 
followed by the Rab van.

Multiple eyewitnesses 
had told The Daily Star 
that the plainclothes men 
broke the locks of the 
building gates to detain 
Nahid.

A night guard from a 
nearby building reported 
that four to five of the total 
25-30 plainclothes men 
jumped over the boundary 
wall to pass through the 
main gate. 

He said they broke the 
lock of the main gate with 
an iron rod first. “Then they 
brought a cutter from a 
car and cut two locks of a 
collapsible gate,” he said.

The CCTV footage also 

showed all three cars and 
the two bikes leaving the 
area at 2:12 am. Throughout 
the entire period, none of 
the eight uniformed Rab 
officials, including the 
driver, were seen getting 
out of their car.

Only people in 
plainclothes, which came 
in the other vehicles 
alongside the Rab one, 
moved around.

The Daily Star identified 
the SUV’s registration 
number as Dhaka Metro 
Gha 144385. 

However, attempts to 
verify the registration 
number with the 
Bangladesh Road 
Transport Authority were 
unsuccessful as their server 
did not respond until filing 
of this report yesterday 
night.

Despite repeated 
attempts, Lt Col Kazi 
Zobayer Alam Shovon, 
Rab-3 commanding 
officer, did not pick up the 
call.

Lt Col Munim Ferdous, 

director, legal and media 
wing of Rab, said there was 
no involvement of Rab in 
picking up Nahid on July 
20.

“Those were the early 
hours of curfew, and we had 
over 300 patrolling cars 
across the country. It might 
be a misunderstanding,” he 
said.

Supreme Court advocate 
Shahdeen Malik said 
according to legal and 
constitutional provisions, 
law enforcement agencies 
must produce an arrested 
individual before the court 
within 24 hours. 

He said since Nahid was 
not presented to the court 
within this timeframe, the 
actions of the law enforcers 
were illegal and beyond the 
law.

“It’s an abduction case 
[picking up of Nahid] 
... but as there is no 
accountability, no police 
station or magistrate will 
accept such a case against 
law enforcers,” the eminent 
jurist added.

Tying Faiyaz
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passing order determining 
his age. The Children’s Court 
ordered the authorities to 
send Faiyaz to a juvenile 
correction centre, a law 
ministry press release said.

It’s a flagrant 
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theatrics,” which people 
have no reason to trust,” 
said TIB.

According to media, 
in the capital alone, over 
200 cases have been filed 
indiscriminately against 
over 2,13,000 people in 
connection with violence 
in the movement, it said, 
adding that mass arrests 
are going on by law 
enforcement agencies. 

TIB Executive Director 
Iftekharuzzaman said 
it is unethical and an 
abhorrent crime to force 
the coordinators of the 
movement to read out 
a statement in a video 
message to give up protests 
while under detention, 
following “abductions” in 
the DB headquarters under 

the ridiculous pretext of 
“providing safety.”

“From what we have 
seen in the media, there 
are sufficient grounds to 
be concerned that the 
coordinators were under 
duress after abduction and 
torture under detention,” 
he added. Moreover, 
there is no legal basis for 
“abduction or detention for 
safety”, he added.

“Abducting and 
detaining students for their 
role in a fully non-political 
and peaceful movement 
for genuine rights is a clear 
violation of Article 33 of 
the constitution. Similarly, 
coercing the coordinators 
to call off protests by 
reading out a statement is a 
violation of Article 35(4) of 
the constitution,” he said. 

Faruk’s family
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Prime Minister’s office. 
They received Tk 50,000 
in cash and a check for Tk 
10 lakh. “I will not get my 
son back now. I am more 
worried about the future 
of my grandchildren,” said 
Abdul Dulal. “This money 
may be of temporary 
benefit, but I don’t know 
what the future will be like. 
Allah knows best.”
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TIMING 

JULY 30

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-20

4-55

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

5-00

5-15

Maghrib

6-50

6-55

Esha

8-15

8-45

Don’t harass
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“Law enforcement agencies 
are conducting drives 
to arrest saboteurs and 
miscreants to ensure 
public safety. In this case, 
various media outlets have 
published information 
about mass arrests. Many 
are terrified by it,” he added.

The commission believes 
that collective efforts by all 
will ensure public safety 
and restore normalcy as 
soon as possible.


