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Normalcy to

returnin a
short time

Foreign minister tells
diplomats about protests

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday assured
foreign diplomats that the situation
arising out of students’ quota reform
protest will normalise within a short
time.

At a briefing at state guesthouse
Jamuna, Foreign Minister Hasan
Mahmud told them that the
government regrets the disruption
to daily life caused by the recent
incidents of violence.

He said anti-liberation, anti-state
elements, and religious extremists
perpetrated the violence infiltrating
into the peaceful student protest for
quota reforms in government jobs.

“The government understands
the anxiety and concerns that might
have surfaced among the diplomatic
community and the inconvenience
caused by interruption to internet
connectivity and temporary
movement disruption,” he said.

Some 60 foreign diplomats and
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8 trade bodies
throw weight
behind govt

Denounce recent acts
of vandalism, arson

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eight major business and trade
organisations, including the
Federation of Bangladesh Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI),
have expressed their support for
the government’s steps to fight
the criminals and evil forces that
destroyed state properties.
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People queue up in front of the DPDC sub-station office on Satmasjid Road yesterday to recharge their prepaid electricity meter cards. Consumers
have been suffering for the last three days as they cannot recharge the cards due to the internet outage.

PREPAID GAS, ELECTRICITY

Users sufller amid
internet outage

MD ABBAS and ASIFUR RAHMAN

offices yesterday.
And after failing to

the past few days amid the extended bank
................ hollda},s‘

Thousands of consumers across the
nation are facing immense difficultiesin  of the Dhaka
getting their cards for prepaid electricity
and gas meters recharged amid the
ongoing internet outage and the curfew.
People were seen standing in queues
for hours on end at power and gas supply

Abdullah Noman, managing director

Power Distribution

Company, claimed that they were
providing recharge services from 26
zonal offices since Friday.

“As a huge number of people are
rushing to the offices, they’re having to

wait longer. Besides,
we've increased our

Internet
unlikely to

be restored
anytime soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
said they were working
to restore the internet
communication aCcross
the country but could not
specify when the services
would resume.

A number of
communication
infrastructures, including
public and private data
centres, came under

ONGOING VIOLENCE
UN human
rights chief,

EU, UK voice
concern

STAR REPORT

UN Human Rights Chief Volker Turk
has expressed deep concern over
the ongoing violence in Bangladesh
and called for accountability and
dialogue.

“The attacks on student protesters
are particularly shocking and
unacceptable. There must be
impartial, prompt and exhaustive
investigations into these attacks, and
those responsible held to account,”
he said in a statement on Friday.

He urged all sides to exercise
restraint and called on the security
forces to ensure that any use of force is
strictly in line with the requirements
of international human rights law.

“I am also very worried by reports
about the deployment of paramilitary
police units such as the Border
Guard Bangladesh and the Rapid
Action Battalion, which have long
track records of violations,” said the
statement issued by the Office of
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150 arrested over
recent violence

Several BNP, Jamaat leaders among them;
Amir Khashru, Jamaat secy gen remanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 150 people, including leaders and activists of the BNP and
Jamaat, were arrested in Dhaka and Gazipur yesterday in connection
with recent violence.

The BNP claimed that at least five party leaders were held in the
capital.

Law enforcers arrested BNP executive committee member Abdus
Salam, adviser to party chairperson Amanullah Aman, International
Affairs Secretary Nasir Uddin, Publicity Affairs Secretary Sultan
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yesterday, the organisations
expressed concern over the losses
caused (o the economy over the last
few days due to the violence.

They feared that if the violence
continued, it will further harm the

provides prepaid card
recharge services,
said there are (wo
types of machines

used for recharging prepaid electricity
and gas meters. One requires internet

Anik Hasan of Nakhalpara

measures,” he added.

Md Hasib of
Tajmahal Road had
Tk 120 left in his

meter on Thursday morning. He was
going to recharge his card that evening

resume after the repairs are
done.”

He made the remarks
while speaking at a press
briefing at the head
office  of Bangladesh
Telecommunication  and

Rafiul Karim, OC of Gazipur Sadar Police Station, said they held 13
people in connection with the recent violence.

Konabari Police Station OC AB Siddique said they held five over the
recent violence.

In Savar, families of two BNP men alleged that police yesterday raided

and ransacked their homes in Naybari and Chayabithi areas.

However, Dhaka Additional Superintendent of Police Abdullah Kafi
denied the allegation.

Police in Pirojpur yesterday arrested Kaukhali upazila Jamaat-e-
Islami Secretary GeneralNazrul Islam in Biraljhuri area around 3:30pm.

Humayun Kabir, officer-in-charge of Kaukhali Police Station, said
Nazrul was arrested in a sabotage case filed previously.
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and the other does not. but the internet outage happened before
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economy, industrialisation, and job
creation.

“In this situation, the business
community fully supports the
government for its steps against
the criminals who destroyed state
properties.”

Regulatory ~ Commission
(BTRC).

Palak apologised for the
temporary disruption and
said the authorities were
trying their best to restore
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Chiefs of three

services meet
prime minister

UNB, Dhaka

Israel strikes
Gaza, Yemen,
Lebanon

64 more Palestinians killed in the
Palestinian enclave; major Israeli
operation underway in south of Rafah

Chiefs of three services
met Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday to discuss
the current situation of the
country.

The meeting started
around 4:00pm at the
Gono Bhaban.

The prime minister gave
them necessary directives
during the  meeting,
said PM’s Deputy Press
secretary KM Shakhawat
Moon.

Chiefs of different law
enforcement agencies and
the PM’s security adviser
were also present.

The meeting took place
ata time when the country
is passing a tense time
over violence centring the
quota protests. Students
of different universities
and colleges have been
demonstrating for around
three weeks, demanding
reforms to the quota
system in government

jobs. of Rafah in the south.

AFP, Palestinian Territories

The Middle East was reeling from deadly violence
yesterday with Israel bombing Gaza, Lebanon and Yemen
in quick succession in response to attacks from Iran-
backed militant groups.

The Israeli military said it intercepted a missile from
Yemen, as it pressed on with its offensive in the besieged
Palestinian territory.

Dozens have been killed since Saturday across the Gaza
Strip, the civil defence agency said, including in strikes
on homes in the central Nuseirat and Bureij areas and
displaced people near southern Khan Yunis.

Residents said a major operation was underway in
the Saudi district of Rafah in the south, reporting heavy
artillery and clashes.

The deadly strikes in Gaza came hours after Hezbollah
and its ally Hamas said they fired at Israeli positions from
south Lebanon, while Yemen’s Houthi rebels vowed to
respond to Israeli warplanes hitting a key port.

The fire left raging by the strikes on rebel-held Hodeida
port “is seen across the Middle East and the significance is
clear,” Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant said.
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Military vehicles manoeuvre inside Gaza as seen from Israel. Palestinians said a major Israeli operation was underway in the Saudi district
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