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Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue yesterday.

Parts of Dhaka deserted 
in ‘complete shutdown’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Parts of Dhaka wore an almost 
deserted look yesterday with city 
streets remaining empty, as fear 
gripped people following students’ 
enforcement of a “complete 
shutdown” across the country.

Protesting students on 
Wednesday night announced a 
“complete shutdown”, in protest 
of the law enforcers’ action against 
them, alongside the one-point 
demand of quota reform and the 
additional demand of “crime-free” 
campuses.

While visiting different areas of 
Dhaka, it was seen that the number 
of public vehicles on the roads were 
thin. The usual scenario of traffic 
jams on the city roads was not seen 
yesterday. The number of people 
using different public vehicles was 
low compared to other days as well.

Few private vehicles were seen on 
the roads. Even on the metro rail, 
the presence of commuters was low 
although it was a working day.

However, during the 
enforcement of the “complete 
shutdown”, clashes broke out 
between protesters and police in 
different areas of the city, including 
Shanir Akhra, Jatrabari, Mirpur-10, 
Science Lab, and Badda.

Amid violent clashes on 
campuses between quota 

protesters on one side and police, 
Chhatra League and Jubo League 
on the other, the University 
Grants Commission on July 16 
declared that all public and private 
universities will remain closed until 
further notice.

At the same time, all affiliated 
medical, textile, engineering and 
other colleges will also remain 

closed, it announced.
The commission also directed 

the university authorities to vacate 
the residential halls considering the 
safety of the students.

On the same day, all secondary, 
higher secondary, and polytechnic 
institutes and colleges under the 
National University were declared 

closed until further notice.
At least 33 people were killed 

and thousands were injured till 
yesterday as clashes took place 
during nationwide protests 
demanding the abolition of quotas 
in government jobs.

Student’s protest programme 
gained momentum as thousands of 
students from private universities 

and colleges have also joined the 
movement, which had previously 
been dominated by public university 
students.

The widespread demonstrations 
began yesterday morning following 
violent attacks on quota protesters 
at public universities across the 
country on July 15.
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A road in Moghbazar.

Flood turned them 
into boatmen

Haor residents in peril amid 

lack of work

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Shimul Ahmed, a saw-mill worker from Hakaluki 
Haor area under Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila, 
has been having a hard time to earn bread for his 
family since the flood hit the different upazilas of 
the district.

“As the floodwaters rose, our saw-mill became 
submerged and had to be shut down. I lived without 
work for several days. There was no money to 
manage food for my family of six. Our house also 
got submerged,” he said.

Shimul did what many in his community have 
done -- he rented a boat and transformed himself 
into a boatman, ferrying people to safety from 
flood-affected areas.

Jasim Uddin, a mason from Bhagmatpur village 
in Kadipur union, has also done the same.

“Once the flood recedes, I will return to my work 
as a mason,” he said.

Suleman Ahmed, another local resident, and a 
dozen others, shared the same.

“Due to flood, people have been confined to their 
homes for days, amid a crisis of food and drinking 
water, without any earnings. So many like us have 
started to venture out and look for alternative ways 
to earn some money,” Suleman said.

The Nawabganj-Kulaura road in Kadipur union 
under Kulaura upazila in Moulvibazar has been 
completely submerged for a month so far, and boats 
are now the only means of commute.

Similar situation exists across the flood-affected 
areas in Sylhet and Sunamganj districts.

Md Harun Mia, a former member of Kadipur 
Union Parishad, said this year’s flood has been the 
worst in recent memory.

He expressed disappointment over the 
inadequate government response and lack of 
support from charitable sources.
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Invest in 
marine 
resources
PM urges 
entrepreneurs
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina yesterday urged 
local and foreign 
entrepreneurs to invest 
in extracting marine 
resources, as Bangladesh is 
determined to strengthen 
its ocean economy amid 
the growing demand for 
seafood in the world.

“I would like to call 
upon all local and foreign 
investors to invest in 
Bangladesh and use 
these [marine] resources 
in a broader way,” the 
premier said while 
addressing the inaugural 
ceremony of Bangladesh 
International Aquaculture 
and Seafood Show-
2004 at Bangabandhu 
International Conference 
Center in the capital.

Bangladesh exports 
a wide variety of marine 
fish, Hasina said, adding, 
“I strongly feel the need 
to increase seawater fish 
production.”

She said Bangladesh has 
a huge potential to make 
its blue economy more 
prosperous.

“I think we need to pay 
more attention to how we 
can extract and use our 
deep-sea resources. We 
want to take our country 
forward using marine 
resources because the 
demand for seafood is 
increasing all over the 
world,” said the prime 
minister.

The PM said the 
investors will get all kinds of 
support from Bangladesh 
Investment Development 
Authority as Bangladesh 
offers many facilities for 
them.

Violence escalates
FROM PAGE 3 

between protestors and 
police at Bhelanagar area.

Deceased were Imon 
Ahmed, 21, who returned 
from Malaysia and Tahmid 
Tamim, 15, a class nine 
student. The clash left at 
least 100 more injured.

Mizanur Rahman, 
residential medical officer 
of Narsingdi District 
Hospital and Mahmudul 
Kabir, RMO of Narsingdi 
Sadar Hospital, confirmed 
the deaths.

In Madaripur, Dipta Dey, 
a student of Madaripur 
Government College, 
drowned in Shakuni Lake 
in the district town after 
being chased by police 
and BCL activists during a 
clash.

The clash left around 50 
more injured.

The district’s Additional 
Superintendent of Police 
Md. Moniruzzaman 
confirmed the death.

“The protesters 
gathered at the Shakuni 
Lake area. They hurled 
brickbats at the police and 
attacked with sticks, and in 
response, police charged 
batons, fired rubber bullet, 
and lobbed tear shells to 
disperse them,” he claimed.

Later, police recovered a 
body from the lake, he said, 
adding, “However, we don’t 
know how he died. We will 
know details of the death 
after investigation.”

In the evening, 
protesters set fire to 
a police outpost and 

attacked the offices of the 
superintendent of police 
and deputy commissioner.

In Bogura, at least 53, 
including 10 police men, 
were injured in Bogura 
yesterday during the clash 
between law enforcers 
and protestors at town’s 
Satmatha and court area.

A total of 43 injured 
students, including 12 
with rubber bullet injuries, 
were taking treatment at 
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman 
Medical College, according 
to the hospital’s deputy 
director, Abdul Wadud.
In a separate clash with 
police at the Bogura 
District Court area 
around 1:45pm, at least 
10 police personnel were 
injured. They are receiving 
treatment at Mohammad 
Ali Hospital in Bogura, 
said the hospital’s resident 
doctor.

At least 10 protesting 
students and two police 
personnel were injured 
as law enforcers fired 
shotguns and rubber 
bullets at protesters outside 
Shahjalal University of 
Science and Technology in 
Sylhet.

Students started 
demonstrating from 
10:00am blocking the 
S y l h e t - S u n a m g a n j 
Highway. As the police 
asked them to leave 
at around 1:15pm, the 
protestors started 
throwing stones and brick 
chunks at police.

Police then baton-
charged the students and 
lobbed sound grenades, 
shotgun fire, and rubber 
bullets. Intermittent chase 
and counter chase between 
police and protestors at 
Madina Market, Akhalia 
and Kumargaon areas 
continued till 7:30pm

In Natore, at least six 
individuals, including five 
police personnel, were 
injured when protesters 
clased with police and 
Chhatra League activists.

In Manikganj, around 
100 people were injured in 
sporadic clashes between 
the protesters and ruling 
AL men at Shaheed 
Rafiq Chattar, Seota, and 
Khalpar area.

In Rangpur, at least 
50 people, including six 
police, were injured in a 
clash between students 
and police at Tajhat area 
near Begum Rokeya 
University.

The clash took place 
when several thousands 
tried to march towards 
Tajhat Police Station and 
police resisted them at 
around 2:30pm.

In Dinajpur, at least 
50 people were injured in 
several clashes between 
protesters and AL men in 
the district town.

The protesters attacked 
two offices of AL in 
Dinajpur and burnt 15 
motorcycles in front of 
it. Police charged sound 
granades to disperse them.


