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Pro-Gaza activists 

held after protest
AFP, London

UK police yesterday arrested two pro-Palestinian 
demonstrators after a protest at Britain’s 
Cenotaph war memorial in central London.

A Palestinian flag was laid in front of the 
Cenotaph and “180,000 killed” spray-painted on 
the ground in front of the monument, photos and 
video footage showed.

The Cenotaph is the focus every year of national 
events to commemorate Britain’s war dead.

“Two women were quickly arrested on suspicion 
of criminal damage and are in custody,” the 
Metropolitan Police said on X, adding that damage 
was caused to the road and not to the monument 
itself.

In a statement, the Youth Demand group said 
its supporters had taken action to “commemorate 
the thousands killed in Israel’s genocidal assault 
on Gaza”.

It said Youth Demand was calling for a two-
way arms embargo on Israel and for the new UK 
government to halt all new oil and gas licences 
granted since 2021.

Oli takes oath as 
Nepal’s fifth PM 
in five years
REUTERS, Kathmandu

Veteran communist politician K P Sharma Oli 
was sworn in as Nepal’s prime minister yesterday, 
the fifth in five years, hoping to ensure political 
stability in the impoverished Himalayan nation 
that badly needs to woo investors and create jobs.

Nepal has been politically unstable since it 
abolished a 239-year-old monarchy in 2008. Oli’s 
new government will be the 14th since, with 72-year-
old Oli himself returning for his fourth term.

Oli, who heads the moderate Communist 
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist), was 
administered the oath of office by President 
Ramchandra Paudel, three days after his 
predecessor Pushpa Kamal Dahal lost a 
parliamentary vote of confidence. 

Oli announced a 22-member cabinet, with 
Bishnu Paudel picked as finance minister, and 
Arzu Rana Deuba of alliance partner Nepali 
Congress (NC) named foreign minister. Deuba 
is the wife of NC president and former prime 
minister Sher Bahadur Deuba.

POST-POLLS FRANCE

Left-wing parties 
struggle to unite

Says Socialists’ leader
REUTERS, Paris

France’s left-wing parties still plan 
to form a joint government after 
they emerged as the strongest bloc in 
parliament in a snap election, but any 
pact is unlikely to come this week, the 
head of the Socialist Party (PS) said 
yesterday. 

“Nothing will happen before July 18.” 
Olivier Faure told France 2 television, 
referring to the date the newly elected 
National Assembly is due to convene for 
the first time. 

The New Popular Front (NPF), a 
hastily assembled alliance ranging 
from socialists and Greens to the 
communist party and the hard-left, 
eurosceptic Unbowed France (LFI), won 
the parliamentary election earlier this 
month but fell well short of a majority. 

“We will take our time, don’t worry,” 
Faure said. His comments, coming after 

a week of fruitless talks within the bloc, 
marked a shift in tone. 

Following their surprise election 
win on July 7, Faure and other leaders 
said they were prepared to form a 
government and would come up with 
a name for the prime minister’s seat 
within days. However, no progress has 
been made since then. 

President Emmanuel Macron last 
week urged the mainstream parties 
in France’s hung parliament to form 
a coalition able to muster a “solid” 
majority, putting pressure on the more 
moderate parts of the NFP to ditch LFI 
and join Macron’s centrists. 

Even if the left manages to agree on 
a name to put forward as government 
chief, it was still unclear if Macron 
would accept to appoint a premier from 
its ranks as any such government would 
lack roughly 100 seats in parliament to 
form a stable majority. 

A handout picture released by the Suwayda 24 news site shows people protesting outside the police 
headquarters in Sweida, a mainly Druze city located in southwestern Syria yesterday, as Syrians go to the polls to 
elect new members of the Parliament. PHOTO: AFP

Vessel reports 
being attacked 
off Yemen
Say UKMTO, Ambrey
REUTERS

A merchant vessel reported it had been 
attacked early yesterday by three small 
craft in the Red Sea about 70 nautical 
miles southwest of Yemen’s port city of 
Hodeidah, Britain’s maritime agency and 
security firm Ambrey said.

An unmanned small craft collided with 
the vessel twice and two manned small 
craft fired at it, according to the United 
Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations 
(UKMTO).

The vessel and crew were reported safe, 
and it was proceeding to the next port of 
call, it said.

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for the attack. But since 
November, the Iran-aligned Houthi group 
in Yemen has launched drone and missile 
strikes in shipping lanes in the Red Sea 
and Gulf of Aden. 

Russia downs 
22 Ukrainian 
drones
AFP, Moscow

Russia downed 22 Ukrainian drones 
overnight in the west of the country and 
over Crimea, Moscow’s defence ministry 
said yesterday.

“Over the past night... air defense 
systems on duty destroyed and intercepted 
22 UAVs”, the ministry said in a Telegram 
post.

Fifteen drones were shot down over the 
Russian border region of Bryansk, six over 
Crimea, and one over Lipetsk.

Separately, the governor of Kursk said 
three more Ukrainian drones had been 
downed there.

Ukraine has stepped up its attacks 
on Russian territory this year, targeting 
both energy sites that it says fuel Russia’s 
military. Both sides have used drones, 
including larger self-detonating craft with 
ranges stretching hundreds of kilometres, 
extensively throughout the conflict, which 
began in February 2022.

LAW OVERHAUL

Lawyers go on 
strike in Delhi
REUTERS, New Delhi

Thousands of lawyers in 
India’s capital yesterday 
protested against an 
overhaul in criminal 
legislation by staying 
away from work and 
boycotting court hearings, 
as opposition mounted to 
the changes.

Many have been angered 
by new laws that came in 
on July 1 expanding police 
powers to keep people in 
pre-trial detention and 
requiring judges to issue 
written rulings within 45 
days of the end of a trial.

Indian government has 
defended the changes, 
saying they are “victim-
centric”, modernise the 
system and “end the 
endless wait for justice”.

Nations gather 
to negotiate 
deep sea 
mining code
REUTERS, Singapore

The UN International 
Seabed Authority (ISA) was 
due to meet yesterday to 
consider new rules allowing 
firms to extract minerals 
from the ocean floor, 
despite mounting concerns 
about environmental risks.

Supporters say deep 
sea mining will help boost 
supplies of raw materials 
like cobalt and nickel, but 
critics say it could destroy 
ecosystems and disrupt 
migratory routes.

As many as 27 countries 
are calling for at least 
a temporary halt of 
activities, and Hawaii last 
week became the fourth 
Pacific US state to issue a 
comprehensive ban.

Palestinians scavenge for usable items at a dump site in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Judge tosses Trump 
documents case

REUTERS, Washington

A US judge yesterday dismissed the criminal 
case accusing Donald Trump of illegally 
holding onto classified documents, dealing 
the former president another major legal 
victory as the Republican seeks a return to 
the White House.

Florida-based US District Aileen 
Cannon, who was nominated 
by Trump, ruled that Special 
Counsel Jack Smith, who 
is leading the prosecution, 
was unlawfully appointed to 
his role and did not have the 
authority to bring the case.

It marked another blockbuster 
legal victory for Trump, following 
the July 1 US Supreme Court ruling that 
as a former president he enjoyed immunity 
from prosecution for many of his actions in 
office.

Trump yesterday called for all court cases 
against him to be dropped. “This dismissal 

of the Lawless Indictment in Florida should 
be just the first step, followed quickly by the 
dismissal of ALL the Witch Hunts,” Trump 
said on his Truth Social platform.

Prosecutors are likely to appeal the ruling. 
Courts in other cases have repeatedly upheld 

the ability of the US Justice Department 
to appoint special counsels to 

handle certain politically sensitive 
investigations.

But Cannon’s ruling throws 
the future of the case, which 
once posed serious legal peril 
for Trump, into doubt. Smith 

is also prosecuting Trump in 
federal court in Washington 

over his attempts to overturn the 
2020 election.

In the documents case, Trump was 
indicted on charges that he willfully retained 
sensitive national security documents at his 
Mar-a-Lago social club after leaving office 
and obstructed government efforts to retrieve 
the material.


