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KURIGRAM, SIRAJGANJ

Flood situation improves slightly
STAR REPORT

The ongoing flood situation in 
Kurigram and Sirajganj districts 
has improved to some extent as 
floodwater has started to recede.

In Kurigram, water levels in the 
Brahmaputra, Dudhkumar, and 
Dharla rivers have begun to decrease, 
leading to a reduction in flooding in 
many affected areas. 

As of yesterday, the water levels of 
Dudhkumar and Dharla had fallen 
below the danger level, while the 
Brahmaputra’s water level, although 
reduced, remained above the danger 
level, said Rakibul Hasan, executive 

engineer of the Bangladesh Water 
Development Board in Kurigram.

“Although most areas are still 
inundated, the flood situation is 
expected to improve further as the 
Brahmaputra’s water continues to 
recede,” he added.

Many flood victims who had 
sought refuge in shelters and 
embankments have started returning 
to their homes since Saturday.

In Sirajganj, the Jamuna river was 
flowing 8cm below the danger level 
at Kazipur Point and 19cm above the 
danger level at Sirajganj Hard Point 
as of yesterday noon, according to 
BWDB sources.

“Water levels have been reducing 
at all points over the past three days. 
Although the Jamuna is still flowing 
above the danger level at Sirajganj 
Hard Point, we expect it to come down 
below the danger level in the next two 
to three days,” said Md Nazmul Islam, 
sub-divisional engineer of the Water 
Development Board in Sirajganj.

However, most areas remain 
inundated, and residents have yet to 
return to their homes from shelters 
and higher grounds.

“If the Jamuna’s water continues 
to recede, it will take around a week 
for floodwater to be removed from the 
affected areas,” the BWDB official noted.

REMAL AFTERMATH

207 schools need urgent repair
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

At least 207 educational institutions, 
including schools, colleges, and 
madrasas in Patuakhali, are in 
dire need of urgent repair after 
sustaining significant damages in 
Cyclone Remal.

Although these institutions 
sought financial assistance worth 
a total of Tk 15 crore from the 
government through the district 
education office, no allocation has 
yet been made.

As a result, these institutions 
have been struggling to carry out 
their academic activities, with many 
remaining closed since the cyclone 
lashed the coastal belt of the country 
on May 26-27. 

The cyclone also damaged 6,082 

houses completely and 31,364 ones 
partially in the district, affecting 
around 3.38 lakh people.

Of the damaged educational 
institutions, 49 are in Kalapara, 
42 in Galachipa, 34 in Sadar, 29 
in Dasmina, 22 in Baufal, 16 in 
Mirzaganj, 8 in Dumki, and 7 in 
Rangabali upazilas.

“The cyclone blew away the tin 
roof of our school. Now it is not 
possible to conduct classes amid 
monsoon without having the roof 
repaired. As such, 200 students are 
unable to continue their studies. 
I applied to the district education 
office for assistance, but no money 
has been allocated yet,” said Subal 
Chandra Sheel, headteacher of 
Chalitabuniya Junior Secondary 
School in Sadar upazila.

Md Ashraf Uzzaman, headteacher 
of Menhajpur Haqqani Secondary 
School in Kalapara upazila, echoed 
his concerns.

“In Kalapara upazila, 4 colleges, 12 
schools, and 25 madrasas sustained 
damages worth around Tk 1.5 crore 
in the cyclone. I have informed 
the higher authorities in this 
regard,” said Moniruzzaman Khan, 
secondary education officer in the 
upazila.

Contacted, Md Mojibur Rahman, 
district education officer in 
Patuakhali, said a letter was sent 
to the higher authorities on May 
30 seeking an allocation of Tk 15 
crore for necessary repairs to 207 
institutions in the district. 

So far, no allocation has been 
received, he added.

It’s tough to notice Sundari canal amid the piles of waste dumped next to one of its banks. Hathazari municipality has set up a landfill next 
to it without permission and continues to dump household waste there. A portion of the canal has already been turned into a narrow drain, 
obstructing its waterflow. PHOTO: STAR

When protector 
turns polluter

Hathazari municipality dumping waste in canal; landfill 
set up next to waterbody without permission

SIFAYET ULLAH, Chattogram

The Sundari canal in Chattogram’s 
Hathazari upazila is facing a severe 
environmental crisis due to indiscriminate 
dumping of garbage by the municipality.

As the state agency, who is the 
custodian of the canal, has been dumping 
household wastes for years, a portion of 
the canal has already turned into a narrow 
drain, obstructing the waterflow of this 
waterbody.

The landfill, adjacent to the canal, was 
established in 2013 without obtaining 
environmental clearance from the 
Department of Environment (DoE).

The canal, around 5km in length, 
started from Jangalchari and ended at 
Subedar Pukur area under the upazila.

This correspondent visited the spot 
on Saturday and observed that a huge 
amount of plastic packets of chips, biscuits 
and several types of single use plastic (SUP) 
were lying along the banks on both sides 
of the canal.

Sultan Ahmed, a resident of the 
Madhyakhil area near the landfill, said, “It 
is unbearable for me and my family to stay 

home when the bad smell spreads after the 
municipality dumps the garbage.”

Mansur Alam, a resident of the 
Rangipara area, regularly cultivates crops 
using water from the hilly canal.

“Sometimes the canal water turns black 
during discharge of untreated wastewater 
from the landfill into the waterbody,” he 
added.

A protected forest, around 50 acres, is 
located near the landfill. Due to dumping 
garbage next to the forestland, some trees 
have already died.

Anwarul Islam, forester of the 
Hathazari Forest Office, said he verbally 
urged officials of the municipality to take 
measures to shift the landfill.

According to the Environmental 
Conservation Act, filling a canal 
(waterbody) is a punishable offence.

Nur Hasan Sajib, an assistant 
director of DoE, Chattogram, who has 
been transferred to Noakhali recently, 
confirmed that the municipality is using 
the land as a landfill without obtaining 
permission from DoE.

“We asked the authorities several times 
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