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Need master plan 
for further dev 
projects at JU
Demand civil society 
members
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Civil society representatives yesterday demanded 
that all construction works under “further 
development projects” at Jahangirnagar 
University be stopped until the formulation of a 
master plan.

A letter, signed by 10 civil society 
representatives, was sent in this regard to the vice 
chancellor, dean of Arts and Humanities faculty, 
dean of Mathematical and Physical Sciences 
faculty, chairman of Fine Arts department, the 
university’s technical management committee, 
alongside the convener of JU’s waterbody 
management committee.

A copy of the letter was also sent to the secretary 
of education ministry. 

In the letter, they feared that the university 
administration may start further construction 
work without finalising the master plan, which 
may incite the students. 

Activists Sultana Kamal and Khushi Kabir, 
Bela Chief Executive Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
TIB Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman, Bapa 
General Secretary Alamgir Kabir, and BIP 
President Adil Mohammed Khan, among others, 
signed the letter.

Dengue may spike
FROM PAGE 3

Presenting the keynote 
speech, Dr Lenin Chowdhury, 
executive president of 
Poba, said, “From 2000 to 
2018, dengue was confined 
to only a few major cities, 
including Dhaka. Since 2019, 
dengue has spread across the 
country.”

“Within this time, it was 

necessary to formulate a 
comprehensive central action 
plan to control dengue. But it 
was not done,” he said.

This year the monsoon 
started a little late, delaying 
the dengue outbreak, he said, 
adding, “Forty-eight people 
have died of dengue so far 
this year. The number can 
increase in the coming days.”

When protector
FROM PAGE 5

to set up a waste 
management plant. But 
they don’t heed to our 
instructions,” he claimed.

Asked why the 
municipality is dumping 
waste in open spaces and 
the waterbody, Biplab 
Muhuree, secretary of the 
Hathazari municipality, 

said they are trying to set 
up a waste management 
plant. “We are working 
to buy land to establish a 
plant. But we are facing a 
shortage of funds.”

He also admitted they 
established the existing 
landfill without getting 
permission as they had no 
space to dump the waste.

Eradicating 
extreme poverty 
govt’s key goal
Says PM’s principal 
secretary during event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh is playing a leading role in the global efforts 
to alleviate poverty, said Prime Minister’s Principal 
Secretary Md Tofazzal Hossain Mia yesterday.

He came up with the remarks while speaking as 
chief guest at a workshop at Agargaon in the capital.

The event was organised by PPEPP-EU project 
of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation, funded by the 
European Union.

A primary goal of the government is to eradicate 
extreme poverty, he added. 

Charles Whiteley, European Union 
Ambassador to Bangladesh, said despite 
Bangladesh’s progress over the past five decades, 
the prevalence of extreme poverty remains 
scathingly high in certain regions, like the haor 
and coastal areas. 

PKSF Chairman M Khairul Hossain moderated 
the workshop.

Govt canal grabbed
for fish farming

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

A section of local influential 
people allegedly grabbed a portion 
of Mahendranagar Canal on 
government’s land in Nakhenda 
area of Kurigram’s Rajarhat upazila 
for a fish farming project.

The canal flows through 8-9 
bighas of land owned by Railway and 
Bangladesh Water Development 
Board, adjacent to the Teesta-
Kurigram rail route, and falls into 
the Teesta river. It is a source of 
water for irrigation on more than 
1,000 acres of agricultural lands in 
Nakhenda area.

The grabbers stopped the canal’s 
flow of water, causing inundation 
of the agricultural lands, leaving 
more than 100 farmers in trouble, 
alleged locals.

Farmers said they have 
complained in writing to all the 
departments concerned but no 
steps have yet been taken in this 

regard.
They alleged that Altaf Hossain 

of Nakhenda China Bazar area, 
who is the younger brother of an 
additional superintendent of police 
in Dhaka, illegally occupied the 
canal and stopped its water flow for 
his fish farm on both sides of the 
Kurigram-Teesta rail route. 

“This in turn is causing 
waterlogging on our arable lands. 
We are unable to protest as Altaf 
is very influential,” said Sarwar 
Bepari, a farmer.

Abul Kashem, another farmer, 
said, “We have not been able to 
cultivate our lands. Also, we are 
living amid fear after submitting 
a written complaint against Altaf 
Hossain.”

Contacted, Altaf Hossain refuted 
the allegations against him.

“I built a fish farming project on 
my own 22 bighas of land. I did not 
occupy the canal on government 
land. Besides, I have never used my 

brother’s influence,” he claimed.
Manjurul Haque, surveyor of 

Railway’s Divisional Estate Office 
under Lalmonirhat Divisional 
Railway, however, said Altaf 
Hossain did occupy the canal for 
his fish farming project.

The railway owns half of the 
canal’s land, and red flags have 
been placed there demarcating the 
boundary, he added.

Rakibul Hasan, executive 
engineer of BWDB, said the canal 
will be recovered soon, adding 
that boundary pillars have been 
installed to demarcate it.

“The encroacher has been asked 
to vacate the canal. If he does not 
comply, the railway authorities will 
take legal action,” said Purnendu 
Dev, divisional estate officer of 
Lalmonirhat Divisional Railway.

Khadiza Begum, UNO of Rajarhat 
upazila, said she will inspect the site 
and take necessary measures to keep 
the canal free.

CITY

Expat stabbed to 
death in Jashore
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A woman was stabbed to death allegedly by a group 
of robbers at her residence in Jashore’s Jhikargachha 
upazila early yesterday.

The deceased is Ferdousi Begum, 42, wife of Altaf 
Hossain. She is an expatriate who returned from Spain 
about a year ago with her family for her son’s wedding, 
said Nishat Al Nahian, additional superintendent (Navaran 
circle) of police in Jashore.

Altaf had returned to Spain after the wedding, while 
Ferdousi and her 12-year-old daughter stayed back.

According to police and relatives, some robbers had 
entered their house through the kitchen window around 
3:00am. 

Sensing their presence, Ferdousi confronted them. The 
robbers attacked Ferdousi, stabbing her multiple times. 
She died on the spot.

They also attacked Jannatul with sharp weapons, 
leaving her critically injured. She was taken to Jashore 
General Hospital.

“The robbers have taken some gold ornaments and 
other valuables. We are trying to identify and arrest them,” 
the officer added.

Caught after 
fleeing 130km

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After stealing a Suzuki Gixxer 
motorcycle in Netrakona, Rubel and 
Zunayed rode around 130 kilometres 
yesterday morning to reach Sarail in 
Brahmanbaria, confident that they 
had evaded the law enforcers.

They parked the stolen motorcycle 
at a roadside shop and were enjoying 
snacks when police zeroed in on their 
location following a phone call to 999 
by the motorcycle owner, Mahbub 
Shahin.

A patrol team from Sarail Police 
Station, led by Sub-inspector Pankaj 
Das, positioned themselves on the 
highway near Kuttapara and minutes 
later spotted two individuals on 
a black motorcycle passing their 
vehicle.

And then the chase began. Sensing 
danger, the thieves sped up to flee. As 
the police van intercepted them about 

100 yards away, Zunayed got off the 
bike and ran, while Rubel managed to 
momentarily evade arrest by speeding 
up through a gap.

“We then started chasing again. 
After some time, the thief drove his 
bike down a narrow road where the 
police van couldn’t follow. I took a ride 
on an individual’s bike and continued 
the chase,” said SI Pankaj.

SI Pankaj said, “Rubel then 
abandoned the bike near a shop and 
started running. I screamed for help 
so that locals could stop him. Rubel 
then jumped into a waterbody but got 
arrested 11:30am.”

“The thieves couldn’t imagine 
they would be tracked down even 
after fleeing from Netrakona and 
reaching Brahmanbaria,” he told The 
Daily Star. According to the SI, the 
chase and arrest ordeal lasted for 30 
minutes, covering about one and a 
half kilometres.

‘TORTURE OF WOMAN’

2 UP members 
sent to jail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, B’baria

A Brahmanbaria court yesterday sent two union parishad 
members to jail in a case filed for allegedly torturing a 
25-year-old woman in an arbitration over a theft charge 
in Brahmanbaria’s Bijoynagar upazila.

They are Ishaq Molla, a member of Ward 6 of Bishnupur 
Union, and Hossain Miah, a former member of Ward 8 of 
the same union.

Hasan Jamil Khan, inspector (investigation) of 
Bijoynagar Police Station, said the two were arrested 
from Bishnupur village on Saturday night after a video of 
beating a woman went viral on social media.

Jamil said a few days ago, a village police’s wife was 
accused of theft and beaten up by some people, including 
Ishaq and Hossain. 

As the video spread on social media, police detained 
former and present UP members, said the police official.

Two killed in road 
accidents
STAR REPORT

Two persons died in accidents on Dhaka-Tangail highway 
in Gazipur’s Kaliakoir yesterday.

A man died after his motorcycle collided with a bus in 
the upazila’s Sutrapur area around 9:00am.

The deceased is Jihan Farhad, 45, of Samantapur in 
Gazipur, said Shahadat Hossain, officer-in-charge of 
Nawjor Highway Police Station.

Meanwhile, the driver of a covered van died after he lost 
control over the steering and ploughed into a food cart in 
the upazila’s Nawjor area around 2:00pm.

Two others, a woman aged around 38 and a child aged 
seven, were injured. The deceased and the injured could 
not be identified immediately, said OC Abu Siddique of 
Basan Police Station.

Man accused 
of raping 
9-yr-old 
daughter
UNB, B’baria

A father has been accused 
of raping his 9-year-old 
daughter in Bijoynagar 
upazila, Brahmanbaria.

Shahabuddin Shah, 40, 
has been on the run since 
the incident occurred on 
July 13, said police. 

The girl was admitted to 
the Brahmanbaria 250-bed 
General Hospital.

Her mother said 
Shahabuddin took the girl 
to a secluded spot near 
Jagannathpur around 
5:00am and raped her. 

She demanded justice. 
Md Hasan Jamil Khan, 

inspector (investigation) of 
Bijoynagar Police Station, 
said they are trying to 
arrest Shahabuddin.


