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In the
traditional
context, I
haven’t been in
such a project
that is ‘larger
than life’ in a
typical notion,
but my role in
‘Hercules’ can
be considered
close to it. Also,
in the last half
an hour of
‘Chotushkone’,
the role
becomes as
such! In fact,
my character
in ‘Ajob
Karkhana’, at
some point,
can also be
perceived to
be one of such
roles.

Fras

A jack of all trades
An exclusive with

Parambrata Chattopadhyay

SHARMIN JOYA

Earlier, he was featured in Bhuban Majhi,
directed by Fakhrul Arefeen Khan, Voyongkor
Sundor by Animesh Aich, and Saturday
Afternoon by Mostofa Sarwar Farooki.
Farooki’s film was unfortunately halted by
the censor board, but later it was released on
the OTT platform Sony LIV. “Every country,
society, and region have their own reality
and the administration has to keep
those realities in mind. We must
respect that. Being a part of
the film, I definitely wanted
the Bangladeshi audience
to watch it. However,
there must be some
specific reason behind
not permitting the film’s
release and I don’t have
the right to make any

“Music has been a major part of my life since
childhood,” shared Parambrata Chattopadhyay
over the phone, as if he were going through
his meteoric career in his own mind. Hailing
from West Bengal, his charm worked magic
in Bollywood as well. As we moved on with
the conversation, he reflected upon
his musical journey, whilst talking
about the roles that are larger
than life, and his recently
released Bangladeshi film. S
His fourth Bangladeshi
featurette, the government
funded film Ajob ‘
Karkhana, directed
by Shabnam  Ferdousi,
hit  theatres  yesterday

our acclaimed series Parnashavarir Shaap,
which is coming soon.”

To the actor, the roles that are larger than
life depend on the extent of the project itself,
also the perspective of how one sees it. “If you
look from an American perspective, it will
be different from the European perspective.
In the traditional context, I haven’t been in
such a project that is ‘larger than life’ in a
typical notion, but my role in Hercules can
be considered close to it. Also, in the last half
an hour of Chotushkone, the role becomes as
such! In fact, my character in Ajob Karkhana,
at some point, can also be perceived to be one
of suchroles, asit tells the story of a person who
is on a journey of reaching towards his soul.”

Since Parambrata had to catch a train in
a few minutes, the conversation needed to
be concluded. Being an actor, director and
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parambrata as Rajeeb in

countrywide. The musical 4 remarks on their decision. musician, he has gained a lot of popularity.
film has given Parambrata a ’ Even in India, there were However, when asked to his director
unique experience as a musician many projects self --what can make the collaborative
himself. The director was looking which  faced productions between both Bengals
for someone as her film’s lead (Rajeeb), similar troubles. more effective and more viable for
who is in his 40s and can fluently play an I don’t want any both industries?--he replied, “The

outsider to comment on

that, so I won’t make any

remarks either.”
Parambrata added that

electric guitar. “My immediate response after
listening (o the story was, it is absolutely my
story!”

The actor was quick to dive into nostalgia.

“Beginning with Rabindranath Tagore, 1 after it began streaming
immersed myself in music, and during my in Sony LIV, he received
teenage years, I rebelled against other genres numerous phone calls and

and indulged in Western music, particularly
English songs. In my mid-20s, my musical

messages, appreciating his
work. “I believe the film

bureaucracy and the administrative
procedures should be laxer from
both sides. Also, the people who are

involved in the project need to be
equally invested.”

Parambrata bid me
farewell, sharing
that he would
be returning

taste took another turn, drawing me more has already reached its Dhaka soon
towards my own roots - returning to Tagore, audience.” by the end
to getting introduced to modern Bangla songs, During  his  visit of this
while simultaneously delving into to Dhaka, Param month, after
celebrated his birthday completing
and met the press his pending
many times, where a worksin the
common  question USA  and
he had to encounter Mumbai. . .
was regarding Hoichoi
Shakib Khan and Pariah

Toofan’s release.
Did it make him
uncomfortable
at any point?
“Absolutely
not! I am elated
and proud of the

success of the
! film and those
Erpraih, mse associated  with

the production
are close to
my  heart.
I am
affiliated
with SVF
for my

‘Ajob Karkhana’.

next  (wo

classical.” projects  with
The talented artiste feels that the them,and Ibelieve
experience of working in Ajob Karkhana we will have a

collaboration with
Chorki as well. I
have also known
Alpha-i for a long
time. Apart from all
these, I worked for
Hoichoi as well for
the next season of

enriched his soul. “I used to look for the
research works done on folk musicians and
music genres and at that time, I didn’t have the
real experience of witnessing them performing
live, which I had during the shoot. It seemed
surreal to me when listening to Jari, Ghatu or
Baul songs (in front of Lalon Shah’s shrine) in a
rustic atmosphere with thousands of people.”
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OUT AND ABOUT IN DHAKA

Play ‘Tiner Tolowar’
July 17 | 7pm
Bangladesh Mahila Samity, Bailey Road

THE EXHIBITION

Photo Fest Asia 2024
July 18-20 | 10am-10pm
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Screening &

‘Khatak’ &‘Rays of Hope’ with an olive green sequined top.
Julv 18 | 4 She complemented her look with
uly | pm moderately natural makeup, featuring

British Council Bangladesh

BILLIE
HOLIDAY ...

WHAT’S PLAYING
Strange Fruit

Strange Fruit, performed by Billie
Holiday, stands as a groundbreaking and
haunting protest song that redefined
the intersection of music and social

commentary.
Holiday’s restrained yet powerful
delivery transforms Abel Meeropol’s

poignant lyrics into a chilling indictment
of racism and lynching in America. The
song’s stark imagery and Holiday’s
emotive vocals create an unforgettable
listening experience that forces the
audience to confront the brutal reality of
discrimination.

The t(rack defies easy musical
categorisation and has slipped between
the cracks of academic study. It is too
artsy to be folk music, too explicitly
political and polemical to be jazz.
Surely no song in American history has
ever been so guaranteed to silence an
audience or to generate such discomfort.
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The Srikanth Bolla
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Sharvari Wagh, the Munjya actress,
can be termed as the latest sensation
with her captivating performance and
scintillating dance moves in the film
and its item song Taras.

The talented actress has also
landed a remarkable opportunity to
star alongside Alia Bhatt in YRF Spy
Universe’s first female-led film, Alpha.

Recently, Sharvari shared a
stunning picture of herself wearing
a golden-olive satin skirt paired

brown smoky eyes and nude lipstick to
complete the ensemble.

journey

Srikanth,directedbyTusharHiranandani,
portrays the exceptional life of Indian
industrialist Srikanth Bolla, a visually
challenged self-made entrepreneur. Born
to parents, who considered burying him
alive as a newborn, his story is a testament
to resilience and success.

Stricken and wrought with hardships
and obstacles strewn his way, Srikanth
(Rajkummar Rao) proves his mettle
time and again. As he grows, he displays
remarkable intelligence, solving
equations verbally, finishing exams
ahead of peers, and defeating sighted
opponents in chess.

When barred {rom studying science in

Higher Secondary, he legally challenges
the Indian education system and wins.
He, however, abandons his dreams of
additionally pursuing cricket, having
earned a scholarship from MIT.

The film tries to break from the
typical biopic format. In the second half,
Srikanth’s power-hungry behaviour and
use of his disability for gain are briefly
explored but quickly resolved. The story
then reverts to evoking admiration for the
protagonist.

Rajkummar Rao skillfully portrays a
visually impaired character, supported
ably by actors like Jyothika and Sharad
Kelkar.



