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settlement agreement, 
he argued. He said his 
clients have paid the 
money to their workers in 
accordance with law and 
they were involved in any 
offence.

He said the case has 
been filed against the 
petitioners to harass 
them.

The six other 
petitioners are Nurjahan 
Begum, Md Shahjahan, 
Nazneen Sultana, Hizzatul 
Islam, Nazmul Islam and 
Ashraful Hasan.

Senior Advocate 
Khurshid Alam Khan, 
and Attorney General 
AM Amin Uddin and 
Deputy Attorney General 
AKM Amin Uddin Manik 
represented the Anti-
Corruption Commission 
and the state respectively 
during the proceedings.

Meanwhile, the United 
States has said it is 
closely monitoring the 
developments in the case 
against Prof Yunus.

“We continue 
to monitor closely 
developments in the case 
against him. We have 
expressed for some time 
our concern that these 
cases may represent a 
misuse of Bangladesh’s 
labour laws to harass and 
intimidate Dr Yunus,” 

said Mathew Miller, 
spokesperson for the 
US Department of State 
during a regular briefing 
on Tuesday.

“As a key economic 
partner to Bangladesh, we 
also worry that perceived 
misuse of labour and anti-
corruption laws could 
raise questions about rule 
of law and dissuade future 
foreign direct investment,” 
Miller said while replying 
to a question.
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Aynunnahar Siddique, a 
Supreme Court lawyer, 
said when she went to 
meet the magistrate at the 
colony around 12:30pm, 
just after his entrance 
to the colony, outsiders 
attacked the colony 
residents.

Now the police are saying 
they will ensure security of 
the colony residents and 
the magistrate has given 
an order in this regard, she 
said.

However, councillor 
Awal denied the allegation 
of his supporters’ attacking 
the harijans.

He said the DSCC 
magistrate went there 
and asked the 66 allottees 
of the flats at the new 
buildings to move to 
their flats by yesterday, 
otherwise their allotments 
will be cancelled.

He said they got 51 of 
them and when they tried 
to move to their flats, 
colony people resisted and 
got locked into a clash with 
them.

In another development, 
the Supreme Court 
yesterday directed the 
DSCC to issue a fresh 
status quo on the eviction 
proceedings at Miranzilla 
Harijan Colony until 
further order.

The DSCC went to the 
SC after the High Court 
issued a one-month 
status quo on the eviction 
proceedings at the colony 
on June 13 after a writ 
petition was filed against 
the move.

Don’t change CHT regulations
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for indigenous 
communities in different 
countries across the world, 
even in neighbouring India, 
speakers told the event.

“The British colonial 
government framed 
the CHT Regulations, 
1900 respecting the 
indigenous communities 
of the region. However, 
conspiracy is going on 
against the regulations, 

which is shameful for 
this government,” said 
physician Ajay Chakma.

He demanded an end 
to the conspiracy and also 
urged the government 
to restore the quota for 
indigenous communities.

“If the CHT Regulations, 
1900 is repealed, you will 
no longer be able to claim 
Bangladesh to be a diverse, 
multi-ethnic country. Also, 
the cultural heritage of 

CHT region will be lost,” 
said Falguni Tripura, 
general secretary of the 
Bangladesh Indigenous 
Women’s Network.

Mentioning that the spirit 
of the CHT Regulations, 
1900 is behind the CHT 
Accord, the speakers urged 
the government to take 
necessary steps towards 
ensuring fair benefits to 
the country’s indigenous 
communities.

Sufferings all around
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how long will the people 
suffer?”

This newspaper spoke 
to 12 other patients with 
similar experiences.
TRAIN SERVICES 

DISRUPTED

Train services were also 
severely affected, with 
blockades in Dhaka, 
Mymensingh, Khulna, 
and Chattogram, causing 
massive delays and 
inconvenience.

In Karwan Bazar and 
Mohakhali, students blocked 
rail lines, severing Dhaka’s 
rail communication with 
the rest of the country for 
five hours. From 12:00pm to 
5:05pm, no trains departed 
from Dhaka.

In Mymensingh, 
students from Bangladesh 
Agricultural University 
blocked the Dhaka-
Mymensingh rail line for 
almost six hours, while in 
Chattogram, students of 
Chittagong University and 
other institutions blocked 
rail tracks from 11:00am to 
5:30pm.

Rajib Kumar Barua, 
a Dhaka-bound Cox’s 
Bazar Express passenger, 
was stuck at Sholoshahar 

Junction. “It’s unbearable to 
wait for the train for hours 
inside a rail coach,” he said.

Due to the blockade, 
air passengers also faced 
difficulties boarding their 
flights on time.
NATIONWIDE 

BLOCKADES

In Savar, students from 
Jahangirnagar University 
blocked the Dhaka-Aricha 
highway for over eight 
hours, leaving around 500 
vehicles stuck and forcing 
thousands to walk.

In Rangpur, students 
from Begum Rokeya 
University blocked the 
Rangpur-Dhaka highway 
for almost three hours, 
while in Cumilla, Comilla 
University students blocked 
the Dhaka-Chattogram 
highway for over four hours.

Iqbal Hossain, a bus driver, 
said, “I left Chattogram with 
passengers. Now I am stuck 
in Kotbari. I heard that their 
movement will continue till 
evening. If that is the case, 
then I don’t know what to 
do.”

Students also staged 
blockades in Rajshahi and 
Barishal for several hours, 
causing massive suffering 
to commuters.

Execute arrest
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Chowdhury, a lawyer for 
Padma Bank, said, “The 
accused willfully defaulted 
on a loan from the then 
Farmers Bank [now Padma 
Bank].”

Bench Assistant of the 
court Rezaul Karim said, 
“A copy of the order will be 
sent to the police station 
concerned.”

Jasim did not respond 
to the phone calls made by 
this correspondent.

Govt taking country
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government movement 
to remove Awami League 
from power. “Awami 
League established one-
party Baksal rule in 1975. 
They have now destroyed 
democracy in a different 
way,” he said.

The BNP leader alleged 
that the ruling party has 
destroyed the electoral 
system and the country’s 
economy, and politicised 
the administration and 
state institutions. “The 
country is now going 
towards destruction. As 
long as this Awami League 
government is in power, 
Bangladesh will go to the 
abyss faster,” Fakhrul said.

He warned that the 
country’s independence 
and sovereignty will be at 
stake and the economy, 
education and all other 
sectors will be completely 
ruined.

“What we need now is 
to build unity among all. 
To accelerate the street 
movement through that 
unity to defeat them [AL],” 
the BNP leader said.

BNP’s Dhaka south and 
north city units arranged 
the programme.

Fakhrul also said a 
strong movement is 
imperative to have Khaleda 
Zia freed from jail without 
any condition for ensuring 
her advanced treatment 
abroad.

Fodder crisis hits cattle farmers
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are my only earning source. 
I got a packet of food relief 
for my family but nothing 
for my cattle,” he said.

Sirajganj is one of the 
biggest dairy hubs in the 
country, with 37,000 
farmers engaged in it, 
rearing around 17 lakh 
animals, said Dr Md Omor 
Faruk, district livestock 
officer.

“The flood has affected 
at least 40,000 animals 
and inundated around 200 
hectares of pasture land in 

different areas over the last 
couple of weeks,” he said.

“To address the fodder 
crisis, we have taken 
preparation to provide dry 
feed to cattle farmers,” he 
added.

While commercial dairy 
farms are hardly affected, 
the farm owners, however, 
claimed their cost of 
production will rise as they 
have to depend on dry feed 
for their cattle amid the 
flood.

“I have 50 cows, mostly 
milk producing ones. 

Those need to be fed grass 
every day to produce milk, 
but due to the flood I have 
been unable to manage 
grass over the last two 
weeks. I am now feeding 
the animals straw and rice 
bran, which is raising my 
cost while lowering my milk 
production,” said Md Raju 
Ahmed, a dairy farmer of 
Ramkharua village under 
Shahzadpur upazila.

Many small-scale farmers 
are also opting to sell their 
animals at low prices amid 
the ongoing crisis.
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CONSTRUCTION OF KALURGHAT-CHAKTAI ROAD

Deadline keeps 
on extending

SIFAYET ULLAH, Chattogram

The project to construct Kalurghat-
Chaktai road on the bank of Karnaphuli 
river in Chattogram began in July 2017 
with a deadline to be completed by June 
2020.

However, eight years on, the project 
is still incomplete, despite several 
extensions of deadline as well as increase 
in cost of the project.

In fact, with 26 percent of the 
construction work still remaining, the 
Chattogram 
Development 
A u t h o r i t y , 
which is 
implementing 
the project, 
has applied to 
the Planning 
Commission 
for yet 
another year’s 
extension.

Rajib Das, director of the project and 
executive engineer of the CDA, confirmed 
the development when contacted by this 
correspondent.

“Due to a shortage of funds for land 
acquisition, we failed to complete the 
work on time,” he claimed.

According to project documents, 
the project’s deadline has been already 
extended three times, with the last 
deadline being June this year. The 
project’s cost also went up from Tk 
2,275.52 crore to Tk 2,310.24 crore.

Now, CDA wants to extend the deadline 
to June 2025 without increasing cost any 
further.

“This project does not require fresh 
allocation, but if the allocated funds 
are received on time, we will be able to 
complete the work quickly,” said Rajib 
Das.

The project includes construction of 
the 8.5-kilometre road and embankment 
with 12 regulators on the mouths of 
canals, with an aim to reduce traffic 
congestions and mitigate waterlogging.

Visiting the project area recently, 
this correspondent saw while 10 of 
the 12 regulators have already been 

constructed, 
however, a 
major portion 
of the road 
work, from 
Chaktai to 
K o l p o l o k 
Re s i d e n t i a l 
Area, remains 
incomplete.

“ S p e c t r a 
Engineers Limited, the contractor firm, 
has been stopping work frequently over 
the past six months citing fund crunch,” 
said Jamal Uddin, a worker of the project.

Rajib Das admitted that they were 
forced to stop work at times due to a 
shortage of funds .

Experts blamed CDA for its failure to 
complete the project on time.

“Lack of proper study ahead of 
taking up the project in turn extended 
its duration and increased the cost. 
The government should identify those 
responsible and take action against them,” 
said Md Delwar Hossain Mazumdar, an 
urban planner and executive member of 
the Forum for Planned Chattogram.

245 iron bridges 
or death traps?

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

A tragic accident led to the death 
of nine people after an iron bridge 
collapsed and caused a microbus to 
fall into the canal in Haldia Bazar 
area of Barguna’s Amtali upazila on 
June 22.

In the wake of the incident, the 
authorities of Local Government 
Engineering Department in Barguna 
made a list of 245 iron bridges in six 
upazilas of the district that are in a 
vulnerable condition and risky for 
vehicular movement.

The bridges have become 
dilapidated as those have not been 
renovated over the years after being 
constructed by LGED in Barguna 
under its Light Traffic Movement 
Project in FY 1997-98.

According to Barguna LGED, 
the project was operational till 

2008, and no initiative was taken to 
maintain and repair the bridges as 
the project was not extended.

As such, these bridges have now 
become death traps.

Accidents happen frequently 
when pedestrians and vehicle use 
the bridges. Many of the bridges are 

unfit for vehicular movement and are 
only being used by locals to cross by 
foot, that too after reinforcing their 
structure with wood and bamboo. 

“We have so far identified 245 
risky iron bridges in the district -- 
99 in Amtali upazila, 61 in Barguna 
Sadar, 28 in Taltali, 25 in Bamna, and 
16 each in Betagi and Patharghata 
upazilas. However, the number may 
rise further,” said Mehdi Hasan 
Khan, executive engineer of LGED in 
Barguna.

“We will further identify how 
many of these can be repaired and 
how many have to be replaced, 
and send the list to the ministry 
concerned with a budget for 
allocation to this end,” he added.

Contacted, Golam Sarwar Tuku, 
lawmaker of Barguna-1 constituency, 
confirmed that the chief engineer of 
LGED had informed about the risky 
bridges in the district. 

“Hopefully the bridges will be 
repaired or replaced within a short 
time,” he added.
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