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Two killed in
Israeli strike
on Hezbollah
vehicle in
Syria

AFP, Beirut

A war monitor said
wo people were Kkilled
yesterday in an Israeli strike
on a vehicle belonging
to Lebanon’s Hezbollah
group in the Damascus
countryside near the
Lebanese border.

Hezbollah has traded
almost daily cross-border
fire from Lebanon with the
Israeli army since October
in support of Palestinian
ally Hamas, with Israel
targeting operatives from
the group in both Lebanon
and neighbouring Syria.

“At least two people
were Kkilled and one was
wounded in an Israeli drone
strike on a Hezbollah car”
on the Syrian side of the
border with Lebanon, said
Rami Abdel Rahman, head
of the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights.

The car was targeted
near a Syrian army
checkpoint, the monitor
said.

MEDITERRANEAN
Charity
warns about
migrant
‘emergency’

AFP, Rome

German charity Sea-Eye
yesterday said it had come
to the rescue of migrant
boats five times in 24
hours, which showed “the
state of emergency” in the
Mediterranean.

The Sea-Eye 4 responded
to the distress calls along

with two other rescue
charity ships between
Sunday and  Monday,

rescuing some 230 people,
including a mother and her
baby, it said.

“Five rescues in 24
hours. That shows the
state  of emergency in
the  Mediterrancan  at
the moment, and how
important it is that we are
there to save lives,” the
charity said in a statement.

After having transferred

some migrants (o an
Italian coast guard
vessel, yesterday it was
transporting some 170

others to the assigned port
in Genoa, in northern Italy,
which it said was a six-day
round trip.
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Palestinians collect water from a Unicef tanker in Deir el-Balah in the central Gaza Strip yesterday. Israel pushed on with a major military
offensive in Gaza City that the UN said has once again displaced tens of thousands of Palestinians.

Famine has spread
throughout Gaza

Say UN experts after recent deaths of several more
children from malnutrition

REUTERS, Geneva

The recent deaths of several more
children from malnutrition in the
Gaza Strip indicate that famine
has spread throughout the enclave,
a group of independent human
rights experts mandated by the
United Nations said yesterday.

Gaza health authorities say

at least 33 children have died of

malnutrition, mostly in northern
areas which had until recently faced
the brunt of the Israeli military
campaign.

Since early May, the offensive has
spread to southern Gaza, hitting
aid flows into the enclave amid
restrictions by Israel, which has
accused UN agencies of failing to
distribute supplies efficiently.

In yesterday’s statement, the
group of 11 rights experts cited the
deaths of three children aged 13,
9-years-old and six months from
malnutrition in the southern area
of Khan Younis and the central
area of Deir Al-Balah since the end
of May.

“With the death of these children

from starvation despite medical
treatment in central Gaza, there is
no doubt that famine has spread
from northern Gaza into central and
southern Gaza,” the experts said.
Their statement, signed by
experts including the Special
Rapporteur on the right to food,
Michael Fakhri, condemned
“Israel’s intentional and targeted
starvation campaign against the
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AFP, Kabul

Palestinian people”.

Israel's  diplomatic  mission
in Geneva said the statement
amounted to “misinformation”.

“Israel has continuously scaled
up its coordination and assistance
in the delivery of humanitarian
aid across the Gaza Strip, recently
connecting its power line to the
Gaza water desalination plant,” it
added.

Taliban pledge
growing role for

morality police
Says UN report
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The Taliban government’s morality police will play
an increasing role in enforcing religious law in
Afghanistan, according to a UN report published
yesterday that accused them of creating a “climate

The report from the UN assistance mission in
Afghanistan said the Ministry for the Propagation
of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice “had negative
impacts on the enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms... with a discriminatory and

PHOTO: REUTERS

India floods
swamp nat’l
park

Six rhinos killed

AFP, Guwahati

Devastating floods in
India’s northeast that
have Kkilled scores of
people also swamped a
national park drowning

six threatened rhinos
and other wildlife,
government officials
said yesterday.

Floods have begun
to ease, Assam state
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said in
a statement, noting
the “water level of the
Brahmaputra and its
tributaries is below the
danger level in most

places”.

More than 1.8
million people have
been affected across

3,000 villages, as well
as 72 Kkilled since mid-
May, according to state
disaster officials.

Urea output plummets

FROM PAGE 1

has to purchase fertiliser
at the prevailing rate in the
global market from Kafco,
a joint venture between the
government and private
investors from Bangladesh,
Japan, Denmark and the
Netherlands.

It means the government
is getting urea from only
GPIPLC out of five state-
owned producers at a lower
cost.

Currently, there is no
fertiliser crisis, according
to Md Saidur Rahman,
chairman of Bangladesh
Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC).

“If we don’t get gas from
one or two more factories in
the near future, there might
be a problem,” he said,
adding that if the energy
division were able to supply
adequate gas, the factories
would have been running
in full swing.

The Aman season, which
accounts for about 40
percent of Bangladesh’s
rice production, begins in
July-August and ends in
November-December. If
the gas crisis continues,
fertiliser supply may be
hampered in the upcoming
Aman season, which can go
on to fuel food inflation.

In the absence of local
urea  production, the
government is relying more
and more on costly imports.

This gives rise to two
problems: exhaustion of
limited dollar stockpile and
ensuring a strict shipment
schedule of fertilisers,
said Jahangir Alam, an
agriculture economist.

As of June 30, foreign
currency reserves stood
at $21.8 billion, enough to
meet about three-and-a-
half months’ import bills,
according to data from the
Bangladesh Bank.

“If we rely completely on
imports during the farming
season, there might be
hold-ups in getting steady
supply of fertilisers. Rather,
it will be beneficial for all if
we increase gas supply to
the fertiliser plants,” Alam
added.

Gassupply to the fertiliser
plants was reduced to make
way for increased supply
to the gas-ired power
plants for higher electricity
generation  during  the
summer months, said a top
official of Petrobangla on
the condition of anonymity
to speak candidly on the
matter.

“The gas crisis has been
going on for a long time,
so the supply has to be
rationed,” he added.

Between  July  last
year and April this year,
Jamuna Fertiliser could
meet just 42 percent of its
production target for want
of gas, while Shahjalal
Fertiliser ~managed 57
percent, according to the
latest report of BCIC.

Chittagong Urea
Fertiliser met 74 percent
of its production target
and Ashuganj Fertiliser
and Chemical Company 69
percent, the report said.

The four factories are
shut now, which means
they fell short of their
production target for fiscal
2023-24 by a wider margin,
according to BCIC officials.

Besides the urea,
Bangladesh consumes DAP
and TSP fertilisers, both of
which are mostly imported.

The lone DAP factory
achieved only 36.6 percent
of its production target and
the TSP factory achieved
about 66 percent in April.

Last fiscal vyear, as
much as $5 billion was
spent on fertiliser imports,
according to data from
BCIC. In fiscal 2020-21,
fertiliser imports stood at
$1.4 billion. In the previous
years, imports were even
lower.

About 15 years ago, BCIC
was producing 70 percent
of the fertiliser required,
according to Alam, also a
director of Dhaka School
of Economics. Now, local
production accounts for
25 to 30 percent of the
demand.

“BCIC became import
dependent instead of
focusing on scaling up
local production, which
was the main duty of the
organisation. We have the
advantage and ability to
produce nearly 100 percent
of required urea locally,
but due to gas shortage,
the import dependency
has been increasing,” Alam
added.

If the government
purchased fertiliser from
local producers, the cost
for per metric tonne of
ureca would be about Tk
25,000, according to BCIC
officials. It costs more than
Tk 45,000 to bring the
same volume of urea from
abroad. For urea purchases
from Kafco, the rate is
about Tk 40,000.
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disproportionate impact on women”.

But the report also carried a response from Taliban
authorities, who said the vice ministry had a bigger
role to play. The ministry implements an austere
vision of Islam, which has increasingly dominated
Afghanistan since the 2021 Taliban takeover.

Morality police squads are empowered to scold,
arrest and deliver punishments to citizens violating
edicts which have marginalised women, eflectively
banned music and outlawed other activity deemed
un-Islamic.

The UN report said there was a “a climate of fear
and intimidation” owing to the ministry’s invasion of
Afghans’ private lives, ambiguity over its legal powers,
and the “disproportionality of punishments”.

However, in their written response Taliban
authorities said the vice ministry is “dedicated to
promoting benefits and averting harm in all spheres
of peoples’ lives”.

“Its official documents, as previously stated, draw
from Sharia and Islamic law, and as a result, its role
is growing as required by the situation.”

The UN report documents the work of the vice
ministry between the Taliban’s return to power
three years ago and March of this year. It said the
Taliban government had overseen a ban on women
travelling without male escorts, barred them from
public parks and shut women-run businesses.
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