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88 dengue 
patients 
hospitalised
UNB, Dhaka

Eighty eight people were 
hospitalised with dengue 
fever in 24 hours till 
yesterday morning.

Of them, 27 patients 
were hospitalised in 
Dhaka, according to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services.

Currently, 287 patients 
are receiving treatment at 
several hospitals.

A total of 4,129 dengue 
cases and 47 deaths have 
been reported since 
January 1, 2024.

Last year, a total of 1,705 
people lost their lives due 
to dengue, making it the 
deadliest year on record.

The DGHS recorded 
321,179 dengue cases and 3, 
18,749 recoveries last year.

3 killed in M’singh 
road accident
UNB, Mymensingh

Three people were killed and another injured when 
a truck rammed into a battery-run human haulier 
on Mymensingh-Kishoreganj road at Harua Bus 
Stand in Ishwarganj upazila of Mymensingh district 
yesterday.

The deceased were identified as Taslim Mia, 28, 
the human haulier driver, of Charsihari village and 
Arifuzzaman Rakib, 20, and Jahanara Begum, 35, 
of Nashti village in the upazila.

The accident occurred around 2:00pm when 
the Mymensingh-bound truck hit the battery-run 
human haulier from Laxmiganj bazar, leaving 
two killed on the spot and two others injured, said 
Majedur Rahman, officer-in-charge of Ishwarganj 
Police Station.

The injured were taken to Ishwarganj Upazila 
Health Complex where the doctors declared one of 
them dead.

Locals managed to apprehend the truck driver 
and his helper and handed them over to police.
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College staffer 
sent to jail on 
rape charge
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police have arrested a peon 
of Chittagong Government 
College on charges of 
raping an HSC examinee of 
the institution.

A Chattogram court 
sent the arrestee -- 
Mossharraf Hossain Manik, 
30, an office assistant of 
the Physics department 
-- to jail yesterday, said 
Wali Uddin Akbar, officer-
in-charge of Chawkbazar 
Police Station.

Earlier, the 19-year-old 
filed a case with the police 
station accusing Manik.

On June 29, Manik took 
the girl to a hotel and raped 
her, according to the case 
statement.
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FLOOD IN THE NORTH

No pure water 
to drink

Child dies in Kurigram, situation unchanged in 
Sirajganj, improves a bit in Lalmonirhat

STAR REPORT

Submerged homes, unusable toilets, and 
an acute drinking water crisis, thousands 
in Kurigram are struggling to meet their 
basic necessities due to the ongoing flood.

These have raised concerns of a 
waterborne disease outbreak.

“Everyone in my family of seven is 
suffering a lot due to lack of pure drinking 
water,” said Sahera Bewa, 58, of Char 
Madhya Kadamtala under   Kurigram Sadar 
upazila.

“Since the toilet is unusable now, we 
are compelled to use banana tree rafts 
as makeshift toilets in the open. This is 
embarrassing but we have no alternatives,” 
she added.

Jariman Begum of Char Bhagabatipur 
village paints a similar picture. 

All 65 families in her village are facing 
the same ordeal. They are forced to use 
flood water for drinking and daily chores 
due to a lack of alternatives.

“The water is contaminated, but what 
can we do?” said Jariman’s husband, Suruj 
Ali. “There is no other source of drinkable 
water here.”

HEALTH RISKS AND RELIEF EFFORTS
Dr Monjur-e-Murshed, Kurigram’s 

civil surgeon, warned of the dangers of 
consuming contaminated water, including 
the spread of diarrhoea, abdominal pain, 
and dysentery.

He said 80 medical teams have been 
deployed to the affected areas.

While water levels in the Brahmaputra 
and Dudhkumar rivers have receded 
slightly, they are still 44cm and 
10cm above danger level respectively, 
said officials of Bangladesh Water 
Development Board.

Relief efforts are underway, with 
authorities distributing water-purifying 
tablets among flood victims.

TRAGEDY STRIKES
The floods have also claimed a life. Eight-
year-old Sabbir Ahmed drowned in 
floodwater in Musallipara village at Ulipur 
upazila of Kurigram. 

Confirming the matter, Ataur Rahman, 
UNO of Ulipur, said they have urged 
residents in flood-affected areas to closely 
supervise children to prevent similar 
tragedies.

The ongoing flood has affected 
1,35,939 people in Kurigram and around 
25,000 people in Lalmonirhat, said relief 
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RATHA YATRA TRAGEDY

Of an empty tiffin box 
and a family in ruins

MOSTAFA SHABUJ, Bogura

Celebrations can turn tragic 
within the blink of an eye. 
And tragedies leave behind 
a trail of unimaginable 
grief, like a girl fighting 
for her life unaware of her 
mother’s demise and a 
father-husband whose life 
has just taken a turn for the 
worst.

All these, can sometimes 
be signified with something as small as an empty tiffin 
box.

Atoshi Rani, 40, of Bogura left home on July 7 
holding her 9-year old daughter Monika on one hand 
and a tiffin box on the other. Their destination was the 
Bogura ISKCON temple.

Monika did not want to miss out on a joyous 
celebration, the Ratha Yatra (chariot procession) festival.

Atoshi was in two minds about joining the festivities 
this year, as that would mean leaving her ailing 
husband Lankesar back home. But she gave in to her 

nine-year-old’s demands.
She took the tiffin box 

with them to bring back 
prasad (offerings) for her 
husband.

But that evening, the 
empty tiffin box returned 
to Lankesar, alongside the 
body of his beloved wife.

Meanwhile Monika, 
Dulki as her father calls her, 
is screaming in pain at the 
surgery ward of Shaheed 

Ziaur Rahman Medical College Hospital, Bogura with 
burn injuries.

Five people including Atoshi were electrocuted 
to death and 41 others injured during Ratha Yatra in 
Bogura on Sunday.

After visiting the house of Atoshi, this correspondent 
was met with a scene of suffocating silence.

Atoshi’s husband, Lankeshar Sarkar, sat slumped in 
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Lankeshar Sarkar clutches the empty tiffin box that his wife, Atoshi Rani, had taken to the Ratha Yatra 
festival, before tragedy struck. His daughter Monika, only 9, lies in a hospital floor, fighting for her life with 
severe burn injuries. 
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