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Biden asks
Democrats
to stick with
him

REUTERS, Washington

US President Joe Biden
told his fellow Democrats
yesterday that he is “firmly
committed” o staying
in the 2024 presidential
race, seeking to head off
concerns the party could
lose both the White House
and Congress in the
November 5 election.
“'am not going
anywhere,” Biden told

MSNBC after calling into
the network’s Morning Joe
program.

A handful of House of
Representatives Democrats
have called on Biden, 81, to
terminate a campaign that
has been on defense since
a shaky June 27 debate

Emergency and rescue personnel along with medics and others clear the rubble of the destroyed building of
Ohmatdyt Children’s Hospital following a Russian missile attack in the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv yesterday,

amid Russian invasion of Ukraine. PHOTO: AFP

Stranded aid trucks

against Republican Donald
Trump. A series of public
events since then have not
put an end to Democrats’
questions about whether
Biden can win or hold up
through another four years
in office.

Conversations were
certain to intensify when
lawmakers  return  to The
Capitol Hill.

Hundreds of trucks loaded with food and water have
been stranded on a scorching Egyptian road, some
for nearly two months, awaiting permission to deliver
the much needed humanitarian supplies to Gaza.
About 50 kilometres from the Gaza border, trucks
carrying flour, water and other aid line a dusty road
in both directions. The drivers say they have been
waiting for several weeks in the searing Egyptian
summer heat.
standstill s
humanitarian crisis after nine months of offensive.

exacerbating  Gaza’s

Taliban slash govt salaries
of Afghan women

AFP, Kabul

Afghan authorities have slashed the
salaries of women government workers
who have been forced to stay at home
since the Taliban seized power, the
finance ministry said yesterday.

After kicking out the foreign-backed
government in 2021, the Taliban
government stopped most women
employed in the public sector from
attending their offices while continuing
to pay them.

“Women who
are at home
and do not go
to the oflice..
their salaries are
5,000 Afghanis
($70) a month,”

Ahmad Wali
Haqgmal, the
finance ministry

spokesman, told
AFP.

Women who
are permitted to work in segregated
areas such as in government hospitals
or schools would continue to get paid a
salary according to their position.

Women had previously earned up to
around 35,000 Afghanis in the public
sector, including university professors
forced off campus.

Administrative roles in ministries
could pay around 20,000 Afghanis,
although this was reduced for many (o
around 15,000 after the Taliban seized
power.

A 25-year-old woman, who asked not
to be identified for security reasons and
who has worked for the Information

and Culture department outside Kabul
since early 2021, said her salary has
dropped from 10,000 Afghanis.

“Making women stay at home
is already a very big problem for us
— we are in a very bad mental and
psychological condition -- and now that
our salaries have decreased, this has
only worsened,” she told AFP.

She uses her salary to support the
seven members of her family, including
her sick mother, but said it would barely

last her two

weeks.
The  salary
change came

into effect in
July and is
estimated [70)
affect tens of
thousands  of

women who
work in the
public  sector,
the finance

ministry
spokesman said.

Since returning to power in 2021,
Taliban authorities have curtailed the
freedoms of women based on a strict
interpretation of Islamic law, which
the United Nations has labelled “gender
apartheid”.

Women have been pushed out of

public life, including bans on education,
as well as visiting public parks, gyms
and baths.
Afghanistan has been battered by
decades of war, long propped up
by international aid that has been
dramatically reduced since the Taliban
took back power.

Aid groups warn there is a high risk of famine across
the besieged coastal territory.

The truck drivers, parked on the outskirts of the
Egyptian city of al-Arish in the Sinai Peninsula,
say they have been unable to deliver humanitarian
supplies ever since Israel expanded its offensive on
the Gaza-Egypt border in May. Some food has had to

be discarded, they said.

“I swear to God, before this load, we came here
and stood for more than 50 days and eventually the
load was returned because it had expired,” said truck
driver Flsayed el-Nabawi. Israeli military started its
assault on the southern Gazan city of Rafah in May.

Four Indian
soldiers killed
in clashes in
J&K

Six others injured

AFP, New Delhi

Four Indian soldiers were
killed and at least six others
were wounded in  gun
battles with militants in
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
state, a senior police officer
said yesterday.

The officer, who was
not authorised to speak
to the media, said fighting
broke out after militants
ambushed an army convoy
in the Malhar area of
Jammu.

This is the latest incident
in an uptick of attacks in
the disputed territory.

On Sunday, two soldiers
and six suspected militants
were Killed in two separate
gun battles in villages in
the Kulgam district, police
said.

India and Pakistan both
claim Muslim-majority
Kashmir in full and have
fought three wars for
control of the Himalayan
region.

Rebel groups have waged
an insurgency since 1989,
demanding independence
for the territory or its
merger with Pakistan.

The conflict has killed

tens of thousands of
civilians,  soldiers and
rebels.

PHOTO: REUTERS

People walk on a waterlogged street after heavy rains in Mumbai, India yesterday. Heavy rains flooded roads and
railway lines in India’s financial capital, disrupting flights and forcing the closure of schools and colleges.

deepen Gaza hunger crisis

REUTERS, Al-Arish

EU PARLIAMENT
Le Pen’s and
Orban’s far-
right groups
unite

AFP, Brusscls

Marine Le Pen’s far-right
party was yesterday poised
to strike an alliance with
that of Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban in
the FU parliament, a day
after being dealt a surprise
defeat in French elections.

Officials from Le
Pen’s National Rally (RN)
announced a “constitutive
meeting of the new group,
Patriots for Europe,” which
Orban launched just over
a week ago, to be followed
by a news conference in
Brussels later yesterday.

Orban’s spokesman
Zoltan Kovacs said on
X, formerly Twitter, that
“Patriots  for  Furope
continues (o grow as
Marine Le Pen’s National
Rally joins”.

With the RN, the new
grouping stands to become
the third-biggest force in
the Furopean Parliament,

India’s PM Modi
arrives in Russia

AFP, Moscow

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Russia
yesterday, as the Indian leader treaded a fine line
between maintaining a longstanding relationship
with Moscow and courting closer Western ties.

The visit is Modi’s first since Russia launched
its campaign in Ukraine and since he was returned
to power last month as leader of the world’s most
populous country.

“I look forward to reviewing all aspects of
bilateral cooperation with my friend President
Vladimir Putin and sharing perspectives on
various regional and global issues,” said Modi in a
statement.

He will hold talks with Putin today.

Moscow remains a key supplier of cut-price oil
and weapons to India.

Boeing to plead
guilty to Iraud in
US probe

REUTERS, New York

Boeing BA.N has agreed to plead guilty to a criminal
fraud conspiracy charge and pay a fine of $243.6
million to resolve a US Justice Department (DOJ)

behind the conservative investigation into two 737 MAX fatal crashes, the
European People’s government said in a court filing on Sunday.

Party (EPP) of FEuropean The plea deal, which requires a judge’s approval,
Commission President would brand the planemaker a convicted felon

Ursula von der Leyen, and
the Socialists & Democrats.

The announcement
came a day after French
voters relegated the anti-
immigrant National Rally
to third spot in legislative
elections.

in connection with crashes in Indonesia and
Ethiopia over a five-month period in 2018 and
2019 that killed 346 people. The settlement drew
swilt criticism from victims’ families.

The DOJ push to charge Boeing has deepened
anongoing crisis engulfing Boeing since a separate
January in-flight blowout exposed continuing
safety and quality issues at the planemaker.
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