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‘Waste of time, 
money to place 
such a bill’
MPs criticise placement of 
trade, tariff commission bill
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Trade and Tariff Commission 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 was passed in Parliament 
yesterday to further amend Bangladesh Trade and Tariff 
Commission Act, 1992.

The amendment bill was placed to change the name 
of the “secretary” post of Bangladesh Trade and Tariff 
Commission to “director”.

State Minister for Commerce Ahasanul Islam Titu 
moved the bill, and it was passed by voice vote, however, 
multiple lawmakers criticised it. 

Jatiyo Party MP Hafiz Uddin Ahmed said the work of 
the commerce ministry is to control commodity prices. 

If the ministry brought any law to control the market, 
or if they had brought any law to break syndicates, then 
it could be said the commerce ministry is doing a good 
job, said Hafiz. “It [commerce ministry] tries to control the 
market at times, and things become fine then. But things 
return to how they were after the ministry leaves.” 

Independent MP Pankaj Nath said the bill is not in the 
interest of the people. People’s interests would be served 
if the Tariff Commission was tasked with determining the 
prices of consumer goods, daily commodities, availability 
in the market, coordination of imports and production 
and making it easy for the people, he said. 

He criticised bringing the bill to parliament just to 
change a word, saying, “It is a waste of time and money 
to call 350 MPs of parliament to change the name of the 
position from secretary to director.”
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New curriculum, same old 
craze for guidebooks

ARAFAT RAHAMAN

Despite government efforts to promote a new 
curriculum focusing on critical thinking, guide books 
aligned with the old memorisation-based approach 
continue to dominate book markets.

As subject-based six-month assessments for grades 
six to nine are scheduled to start today, the sales of 
these supplementary materials have surged in recent 
months.

According to the National Curriculum and Textbook 
Board Act, only books published or approved by the 
board can be prescribed as 
textbooks in schools.

Additionally, the Book 
Prohibition Act of 1980 
completely bans the 
printing and marketing 
of unauthorised notes or 
guidebooks.

While visiting several 
book markets in the capital, 
guidebooks aligned with the 
new curriculum were found 
to be displayed and openly 
sold.

Rashed Mia, owner of a bookstore in Farmgate, said, 
“Despite the introduction of the new curriculum, the 
demand for guidebooks remains steadfast. Parents and 
students regularly seek these materials.”

Another shop owner in Nilkhet said Mathematics 
guides for class 9 published by Panjeree Publications 
are being sold at Tk 430, English at Tk 360, and History 
and Social Science at Tk 320, among others.

Guidebooks are similarly prevalent in book markets 
across Rajshahi, Kushtia, Jhenidah, Khulna, and several 
other districts, as found by our local correspondents.

Jahurul Islam, a parent in Jhenidah, said, “My 

children find it challenging to grasp the curriculum, 
and often teachers are not supportive. So, we purchase 
guidebooks.”

A teacher from Rajdhani High School in the capital 
said the new curriculum has the potential to reduce 
students’ reliance on guidebooks, but it would take 
time.

“Until then, parents will continue seeking such 
resources, as the guidebooks offer additional chapters 
and exercises for their children,” the teacher added.

Even different online platforms are selling 
guidebooks of  major publishers like Panjeree, Lecture 

Publications, and Royal 
Publications.

This newspaper reviewed 
an English guidebook for class 
nine, spanning 558 pages.

Upon analysing several 
chapters, it was observed that 
each chapter begins with 
instructions for students, 
teachers, and guardians. 

The guidebook provides 
step-by-step guidance on how 
students should approach 
activities after studying a 

topic in the original textbook. 
It also includes additional examples, questions, and 

answers relevant to each subject.
WHAT AUTHORITIES SAY
Prof Moshiuzzaman, acting chairman of NCTB, said, 
“Regulations alone cannot eliminate guidebooks from 
the market. What we need is a systematic change, which 
is exactly what the new curriculum aims to achieve.”

“When parents realise that guidebooks offer limited 
support unless students engage in class activities or 
assignments, their demand will naturally decline,” he 
added.

Several people were injured after two separate officers’ organisations of Barisal University clashed over taking 
part in a human chain against the Universal Pension Scheme yesterday afternoon. The incident took place near 
the administrative building. Teachers and employees of public universities went on an indefinite strike over 
pension benefits from Monday, paralysing universities across the country. PHOTO: TITU DAS

MURDER OF EX-MP’S WIFE

Daughter killed 
her to conceal 
affair: PBI
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shubal Kumar Roy, an electrician by profession, 
was a frequent visitor to former MP Shamsuddoha 
Khan Majlish’s house.

He engaged in an affair with the lawmaker’s 
daughter, Shamima Khan Majlish alias Poppy. 

When MP’s wife Selima Khan Majlish came to know 
about it, she restricted Shubal’s entry to the house. 

In response, Poppy allegedly stabbed her 
mother to death to conceal the affair, then 
attempted to stage the murder as an accident by 
electrocuting Selina with Shubal’s assistance. 

Banaj Kumar Majumder, the chief of Police 
Bureau of Investigation, yesterday confirmed the 
arrests of Shubal, Poppy, and house help Aarti 
Sarkar in connection with the murder, which took 
place 13 years ago.

On June 14, 2011, Selima was found injured at 
her home in Savar. She died at Combined Military 
Hospital on June 18. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Anti-Terrorism Unit of Police cordons off a building in Narayanganj’s Rupganj 
yesterday during a drive at a militant hideout. PHOTO: STAR

3 IEDs from 
Rupganj flat 
recovered
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Narayanganj

Anti-Terrorism Unit, 
a specialised unit 
of Police, yesterday 
recovered three 
improvised explosive 
devices (IED) from a 
flat of a four-storey 
residential building at 
Narayanganj’s Rupganj 
upazila and defused 
them later through 
explosion. 

ATU started the drive 
at 10:30am, which lasted 
six hours.

Mohammad Sanowar 
Hossain, SP (Operation) 
of ATU, said, “The flat 
was rented by militants 
as a hideout. Two men 
and one woman, along 
with two children, were 
living in this flat for a 
few months. Those three 
adults have connections 
with Ansar-Al-Islam.”

However, ATU didn’t 
reveal their names.

Md Shahnewaz, a 
tenant of the building, 
said, “The building’s 
owner is a Saudi 
expatriate. The flat was 
rented out to a couple a 
few months ago.”

Sanowar said a female 
Ansar-Al-Islam member 
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SAGAR-RUNI MURDER

Delay in probe 
‘ridiculing’ our 
justice system: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The delay in investigation 
and start of the trial of 
Sagar-Runi murder case 
“has been continuously 
ridiculing our criminal 
justice system and 
damaging it to an 
irreparable stage”, observed the High Court in the 
full text of a verdict.

Sagar Sarwar, who was the news editor at 
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‘2 killers went 
to Kolkata on 
medical visa’
Says DB in report to court

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN and CHAITANYA CHANDRA HALDER

Foysal Ali Sahazi and Mostafizur 
Rahman Fakir travelled to 
Kolkata on a medical visa 
to murder Jhenaidah-4 MP 
Anwarul Azim Anar.  

Aktaruzzaman, mastermind 
of the killing mission, arranged 
their bank statements, medical 
documents, and other papers 
required for visa application 
through Siam Hossain,  another 
suspect.

The two stayed at 
Aktaruzzaman’s flat in Bashundhara, Dhaka, from April 
15 to 24, to submit their visa applications at Jamuna 
Future Park’s Indian Visa Centre, according to a report 
submitted to the court by the Detective Branch of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police.

Mahfuzur Rahman, the investigation officer, disclosed 
this information after  investigating Mostafizur.

Mostafiz said in late March, he and Foysal contacted 
Amanullah alias Shimul Bhuiyan, for money needed for 
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