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work. She emphasised 
completing preliminary 
paperwork now to 
ensure full-scale project 
implementation after 
September.”

Senior Secretary of the 
Planning Division, Satyajit 
Karmakar, echoed the 
PM’s concerns, noting an 
expected rise in rainfall 
and river water levels, 
suggesting a heightened 
risk of flooding in August 
nationwide.

Karmakar said the PM 
directed civil and field 
administrations to prepare 
adequately to mitigate 
flood impacts and protect 
citizens.

During the meeting, 11 
projects were approved, 
with a combined estimated 
cost of Tk 5,459.87 crore. 

Of this amount, Tk 
5,214.34 crore will be 
funded by the Bangladeshi 
government, Tk 140.44 
crore from project 
assistance, and Tk 105.09 
crore from organisational 
funds.

Among the approved 
projects, seven are new 
initiatives, while four 
involve revisions.

Under water for three weeks
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Haor and adjoining areas, 
with villages appearing 
as a vast water body when 
this correspondent was on 
his way to Murshibadkura 
village by boat.

To make things worse, 
waves from the haor are 
hitting the waterlogged 
houses, washing away 
soil from the bases and 
weakening the foundations 
further. 

Residents were trying to 
protect their houses from 
the waves with bamboo, 
pieces of corrugated iron 
sheets, and water hyacinths.

The fear of snakes looms 
large at night.

“I have two daughters, 
and 5-6 cattle. It is difficult 
to navigate the waterlogged 

surroundings to reach the 
shelters. So I remained 
home, even though we are 
essentially trapped inside 
for three weeks. The flood 
situation keeps worsening,” 
said Husna Begum, a 
resident of Murshibadkura 
village.

“No help has reached us 
yet. We are struggling to 
survive,” she added.

Kamrul Islam, a 
fisherman from the same 
area, said the flood this 
year has been a big blow.

“We have not recovered 
yet from the damage 
caused by the 2022 flood. 
This year, the storm 
caused a lot of damage 
to the house. Then the 
flood has left us reeling. 
We are spending sleepless 

nights in fear of waves and 
snakes. 

Somehow, I am putting 
food on the plate for the 
family by catching fish. No 
one can understand the 
difficulty poor people like 
us are going through,” he 
said.

Fokhor Uddin of 
Baramaidan village 
said, “Our house got 
significantly damaged in 
the flood. It will take a lot 
of money to fix the house 
once the flood recedes.”

Najratun Naeem, UNO 
of Barlekha upazila, said, 
“We have sufficient stock 
of food grains. Instructions 
have been given to ensure 
that no flood-affected 
person is left out of relief 
supplies.”

Flood damages
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“Patilbari Primary School 
had to be relocated three 
times in the past year due 
to erosion,” said Mahbubur 
Rahman, headteacher 
of the school in Saghata 
upazila of Gaibandha.

Abdul Malek, 
headteacher of the school 
in Gaibandha’s Sundarganj 
upazila, said, “Bhati Borail 
Govt Praimary School has 
been vulnerable to Teesta’s 
erosion over the past one 
and half years. We have 
continuously contacted 
the LGED department for 
relocation. Recently, the 
school has been relocated.”

Authorities of Gujimari 
and Khamar Damarhat 
government primary 
schools in Kurigram’s 
Ulipur did the same.

“Kurigram saw the 
most schools damaged in 
floods and erosion in the 
division, affecting at least 
1,300 students,” said Md 
Amir Hossain, primary 
education officer in Ulipur 
upazila.

Contacted, Muzahidul 
Islam, deputy director 
of Primary Education 
Department in Rangpur, 
said they are working 
on alternative measures 
to compensate for the 
academic losses.

Protests
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around 2:30pm and 
marched from Nilkhet 
to Katabon intersection, 
before reaching 
Shahbagh. 

Police were stationed 
in anticipation of their 
arrival. During the 
protest, students made 
a four-point demand, 
including reinstatement 
of the 2018 notification 
and merit-based 
recruitment.

Similarly, students 
from Jahangirnagar 
University, Barisal 
University, Jagannath 
University, Chittagong 
University, and Islamic 
University, Kushtia 
brought out processions 
and held rallies in and 
around their campuses.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh 
Muktijoddha Sontan 
Sangsad also made their 
stance clear, advocating 
for the preservation of 
the 30 percent quota 
for children of freedom 
fighters. 

They made a seven-
point demand  in front of 
the Raju Sculpture around 
10:30am.

“Since university 
students are unhappy with 
the 30 percent quota for 
the children of freedom 
fighters, the government 
can consider how it can 
be decreased to a more 
acceptable level,” said 
Solaiman Mia, chairman of 
the platform.

Javed Muneer 
re-elected 
NSU trustee 
board chair
CITY DESK

J a v e d 
M u n e e r 
A h m a d 
has been 
re-elected 
as the 
chairman of the board of 
trustees of North South 
University Trust for 2024-
2025.

This announcement 
was made during the 13th 
annual general meeting of 
the NSU Trust on June 30, 
said a press release.

This marks Ahmad’s 
second term as chairman. 

A founding member of 
NSU, Ahmad’s first tenure 
as chairman was for 2023-
24. 

Ahmad, the founding 
managing director of 
Aprosoft Consulting and 
Training Corp Ltd, has over 
35 years of experience in 
the IT industry. 

He also served on 
the boards of federally 
regulated non-profit 
organisations in the US 
for over 25 years, the press 
release added.

Daughter killed her to conceal affair
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Her brother filed a case 
with Savar Model Police 
Station the following day. 

CID investigated for over 
four years, arresting three 
suspects but ultimately 
sought their exemption in 
a final report.

The case was then 
assigned to the PBI.

PBI’s investigation 

into the murder revealed 
crucial evidence: a broken 
switchboard and a 
bloodstain hand mark on 
the wall.

“During investigation, 
we found out the victim 
was stabbed before 
electrocution,” said  
Kudrat-e Khuda, PBI 
Dhaka district special 
superintendent.

The accused, Shubol, 
confessed to his involvement, 
citing affair with Selima’s 
elder daughter, Poppy, as 
motive, he added.

Elora Khan Majlish, 
younger daughter of the 
victim, said, “My sister even 
accompanied us to the Prime 
Minister’s Office seeking 
justice. We never imagined 
she could kill our mother.”

3 IEDs from Rupganj flat recovered
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was arrested from Cox’s 
Bazar on Monday, and based 
on the information provided 
by her, ATU identified their 
hideout in Rupganj. 

ATU surrounded the 
building, evacuated its 

residents, and cut power 
lines in the surrounding 
area. ATU officials assumed 
the recovered IEDs were 
made in the flat.

ATU’s Bomb Disposal 
Unit defused one IED inside 
the flat, while two others 

were defused in an open 
space next to the building. 
Two machetes and some 
knives were also found 
inside the flat.

A case will be filed, said 
OC Deepak Chandra Saha 
of Rupganj Police Station.

Delay in probe
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Maasranga Television, and 
his wife Meherun Runi, 
a senior reporter at ATN 
Bangla, were killed in the 
early hours of February 
11, 2012, at their rented 
flat in the capital’s West 
Rajabazar.

“The investigation into 
the Sagar-Runi murder 
case has not yet been 
completed even after 12 
years, as such, its trial 
has not seen the light of 
day yet. Unfortunately, 
this case has been 

continuously ridiculing 
our criminal justice system 
and damaging it to an 
irreparable stage, which 
was remedied to some 
extent by the Bangabandhu 
murder case and the cases 
before the International 
Crime Tribunals,” the HC 
bench of Justice Sheikh 
Hassan Arif and Justice Md 
Bazlur Rahman said in the 
65-page verdict released 
yesterday.

On May 13 this year, the 
HC bench delivered the 
verdict following a petition 

filed by three death-row 
convicts on August 31, 
2021, challenging the 
legality of confining 
them to death cells before 
attaining the finality of 
their sentence.

In the full text of the 
verdict released yesterday, 
the HC directed the 
authorities concerned 
to start immediate 
arrangements for shifting 
the prisoners from death 
cells to ordinary prisons 
and complete the process 
within two years.

2 killers went to Kolkata
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the killing.
Amanullah promised 

substantial financial 
support and arranged their 
passports, visas, and tickets 
to Kolkata, said the probe 
report.

Foysal and Mostafiz, 
both truck drivers by 
profession, did not have 
passports.

Siam, Aktaruzzaman’s 
associate, confirmed 
payment for their passports 
and coordinated the entire 
process.

According to Mostafiz, 
they traveled from Khulna 
to Dhaka on April 15 
to obtain Indian visas 
urgently. 

After securing medical 
visas, they travelled to 
Khulna on April 25 and then 
to Kolkata on May 2, staying 
at a residential hotel.

On May 10, Mostafiz 
went to the New Town flat 
in Kolkata. He, alongside  

Jihad, Foysal, Mostafiz, 
and other members killed 
the lawmaker in the flat 
afterwards, according to 
the report.

Mostafiz and Foysal 
returned to Bangladesh 
on May 19 and visited 
Aktaruzzaman’s flat. 

They went into hiding 
after the victim’s family 
filed a case with Sher-E-
Bangla Nagar police, and 
Amanullah was arrested.

On June 26 evening, 
the two suspects were 
arrested from a temple in 
Chattogram’s Sitakunda. 
They are on a six-day 
remand in DB custody.

DB chief Harun Or 
Rashid, also an additional 
commissioner of the DMP, 
said to dodge the eyes of 
law enforcers, they started 
working as cooks at the 
temple.

“Foysal and Mostafiz are 
the followers of Amanullah, 
a leader of outlawed Purbo 

Banglar Communist Party. 
They worked as two main 
associates for Amanullah 
in the murder of the MP,” 
he said, adding that the two 
were involved in different 
criminal activities on 
Amanullah’s instructions.

During interrogation, 
they said the passports were 
kept at Aktaruzzaman’s 
Bashundhara residence. 
Cops recovered the 
passports from under a 
mattress during a raid at the 
flat on June 29, as detailed in 
the investigation report.

Five individuals have 
confessed to the murder so 
far. 

They are: Amanullah, 
his nephew Tanvir Bhuiyan, 
Aktaruzzaman’s friend 
Celesty Rahman, and Kazi 
Kamal Babu, Jhenaidah 
AL’s relief secretary. 

Foysal remains in 
custody, while Saidul Karim 
Mintu, Jhenaidah AL’s 
general secretary, is in jail.
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