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Farmer killed
over land
dispute in
Sherpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A farmer was killed in an
attack allegedly by his
neighbours following a
dispute over land in Sadar
upazila of Sherpur yesterday.

The deceased is Samedul
Haque Kena, 65, from

Joginimura Namapara
village in the upazila.
Quoting family

members and locals, Md
Emdadul Haque, officer-
in-charge of Sherpur Sadar
Police Station, said there
has been a longstanding
dispute over a piece of land
between Samedul and his
neighbours Md Harun and
Siddique Khalifa.

When  Harun  and
Siddique went to the
disputed land to plant
banana saplings in the
morning, Samedul and
his men locked in an
altercation with them.

At one stage, the rivals
attacked Samedul with
sticks, leaving him injured.
He was taken to Sherpur
General Hospital where the
doctors declared him dead.

Indian
national held
at Kurigram

border
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Border Guard Bangladesh
has detained an Indian
national at Phulbari border
in Kurigram for entering
Bangladesh illegally.

The detainee is Babul
Mia of Tharaikhana area
in Cooch Behar of West
Bengal, said Phulbari Police
Station  Officer-in-Charge
Nawabur Rahman.

The 15 BGB Battalion of
Gangahat camp in Phulbari
upazila under Lalmonirhat
handed him over to
Phulbari Police Station
yesterday afternoon.

BGB and police claimed
Babul, a smuggler by
profession, was held near
sub pillar 8 of main pillar
938 at the border around
11:00pm on Friday.

The OC said a case has
been filed against him
under the Passport Act.

The chemistry and microbiology labs, filled with facilities, lie abandoned at Modern Food Testing Laboratory in Chattogram.

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Chattogram’s  Modern  Food  Testing
Laboratory, a Tk 34.4 crore project funded
by the Asian Development Bank, remains
inoperable despite construction being
completed in December 2015.

The project, initiated in 2013, aimed
to ensure food safety in Chattogram by
providing a facility to test a wide range of
food items including milk, meat, vegetables,
and edible oil. While testing began on a trial
basis in January 2016, a crucial hurdle has
rendered the results useless: the absence of a
signing authority.

Though the Ministry of Food granted
approval for the lab’s operation in November
2016, it mandated maintaining quality,
employing trained manpower, and upholding
equipment standards. However, without
signing authority, the lab cannot declare food
items as safe or unsafe.

The project’s initial tenure saw food
inspectors collect samples for testing.
However, the lack of a signing authority
meant no official action could be taken based
on the results.

Further crippling the lab’s potential,
project personnel, including microbiologist
Priya Saha, haven’t been regularised despite
being appointed eight years ago. This lack
of job security led to many leaving their
positions, hindering the lab’s ability to
function effectively.

Adding to the troubles, the Chattogram
City Corporation (CCC) has not yet assumed
control of the lab’s operations from the private
firm Star Link, despite being scheduled to do
so after 2021.

Visiting the laboratory in Bibirhat area of
port city recently, this correspondent saw no
test being done there.

In fact, an eerie silence prevailed in the
entire three-storey laboratory building with
31 rooms across an 8,000 sq feet area.

CTG FOOD TESTING LAB

Sitting idle for a
bureaucratic tangle

The laboratory has wo sections --
chemistry lab and microbiological lab. Each
section has three labs with equipment. The
laboratory also has a power sub-station.

“The project began with 24 officials
including a director, a senior microbiologist
and a senior chemist. The officials were
supposed to be regularised as government
officials later but it has not been done yet,”
Priya said.

“As a result, 17 left their job one after
another,” she added.

Shaheda Akter, another microbiologist,
echoed her.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina laid the
facility’s foundation stone on October 12,
2013. The construction work to set up six
modern labs with food testing facilities
including 83 machines was completed in
December 2015.

Contacted, Sheikh Mohammad Tauhidul
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Islam, chief executive officer of CCC, said the
contractor company of the project was yet to
hand over the laboratory to CCC.

“We had three meetings with them to this
end, but they are dilly dallying in handing
over the laboratory to us, although the project
ended in June 2021,” he said.

“They are demanding a huge sum of
money [rom us citing their expenditure for
maintenance of the lab for the past three
years,” the CCC CEO also said.

“However, we will take over the laboratory
in a few weeks. We have appointed four
staffers including a microbiologist, a cleaner
and two security guards to run the laboratory
for the time being. We have also been paying
Tk 35,000 for the monthly electricity bill.
Once we take over the lab, we will appoint
adequate manpower to run it,” he added.

The authority of Star Link, the contractor
company, could not be reached for comments.

People suller for
frequent power cuts

One unit shut down for
maintenance, Patuakhali
gets half the required power
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Residents across Patuakhali district have been
suffering due to frequent power outages after one
of Payra Thermal Power Plant’s two units was shut
down on June 26 for maintenance.

Jitendranath Roy, a resident of Baufal upazila,
said, “The frequent power cuts have left us amid
much suffering and discomfort. Also, the HSC
and equivalent examinations are going to start
from June 30. The students are facing difficulty to
study due to load-shedding.”

“The 1,320 MW plant is now able to produce
only 660 MW power with one operational unit
since June 26. As such, load-shedding has become
unavoidable as the power generation is much lower
compared to the demand,” said Shah Mani Ziko,
assistant manager (investigation) of the plant.

An assistant engineer of Patuakhali grid,
wishing anonymity, said, “Total demand for
electricity is 100 MW in Patuakhali district, but it
is getting only 50 MW since Wednesday.

The power generated at Payra plant is also
supplied to Barishal, Khulna and Dhaka divisions
through the Power Development Board.”

“A total 14 MW electricity is required for
32,000 consumers in Patuakhali Municipality,
but the supply has been around 10-12 MW since
Wednesday. As a result, load-shedding has
become unavoidable,” said Dean Mohammad
Muhim, executive engineer of Patuakhali’s West
Zone Power Distribution Company Limited.

Shah Mani Ziko added, “The Payra power plant
needs at least 45-50 days of maintenance annually
to generate power without interruption for the rest
of the year. The maintenance works will continue
for another four or five days. After that, power
generation will resume to full capacity.”

Cop closed for
beating auto-
rickshaw driver

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

A police official was closed for allegedly assaulting
an auto-rickshaw driver in Singra upazila of
Natore yesterday.

Salim Reza, sub-inspector of Singra Police
Station, was attached to Natore Police Lines after a
video in this regard went viral on social media, said
Abul Kalam, officer-in-charge of the police station.

Tariqul Islam, superintendent of Natore police,
signed the order, said the OC.

Locals said auto-rickshaw driver Harun Ali
was returning to his Baisha village home from
Damdama around 11:00pm on Thursday.

When he reached in front of Desh Furniture
Shop in Upazila Parishad Road area, SI Salim Reza
and two others got into the rickshaw and asked
him to take them to the Singra bus stand.

As Harun said he wanted to go home rather
than take a passenger, Salim got angry and started
beating him. OC Kalam also said departmental
action will be taken after investigation.

This correspondent could not reach Salim for
comments.
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Siltation clogs 18 sluice gates

Vast areas in Jashore atrisk of flooding, waterlogging

MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

gates on three rivers -- the Harihar,
Aparbhadra and Buribhadra --
along a stretch of 30 kilometres in
Keshabpur upazila of Jashore.

As such, the areas are at risk of
flooding and waterlogging in the
monsoon if the sluice gates cannot
drain away rainwater, said officials
of Bangladesh Water Development
Board in Jashore.

Earlier, around 18km stretch of
Aparbhadra river completely dried
up due to a lack of water flow caused
by siltation.

A proposal to excavate the
three rivers has been included in
the amendment project for the
Kapotaksha river and submitted
to the ministry concerned as well
as BWDB. However, it has not been
approved yet and no funding has yet
been received, said officials.

As a result, the situation is only
worsening over time.

In the 1980s, the BWDB built dams

on a number of rivers in the region
in the name of polder construction
under coastal embankment projects,
thereby separating the rivers from
the tidal floodplains and canals
connected to those.

As a result, siltation started
accumulating in the riverbeds as
the dams prevented tidal water from
entering the rivers and washing
away silt. Kapotaksha, Harihar,
Aparbhadra and Srihari became the
most affected rivers.

Consequently, in 2017, severe
floods inundated Keshabpur uparzila
town and adjoining areas along the
rivers.

Later in 2019, BWDB took a Tk
50 crore project to dig Harihar,
Buribhadra and Aparbhadra rivers
to prevent floods.

The rivers were dug, but their
width reduced. Besides, the water
levels did not return to expected
level, and the flow did not restore
to normalcy. As a result, the
waterlogging problems returned
within two years after the excavation

while siltation remained a persistent
problem.

At present, the rivers resemble
narrow canals on their deathbed.

“We are likely to suffer due to
flooding and waterlogging this
monsoon and the problems will only
worsen in future unless the rivers are
excavated promptly, and properly,”
said Azizur Rahman, a resident of
Mangalkot village in the upazila.

Abubakar Siddique, convenor of
Keshabpur upazila unit of Bhabadah
Water Drainage Committee, said,
“The rivers must be dug before
the onset of next monsoon to
prevent flooding across a vast area
in Keshabpur and neighbouring
upazilas.”

“The existing situation has already
affected the region’s agriculture
adversely,” he added.

Contacted, Suman Sikdar, sub-
divisional engineer of BWDB in
Jashore, said if the project proposal
for dredging the rivers is accepted,
the work will begin promptly upon
receiving funding.
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