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SHARIFA’S TALE
Removing it from
textbook was a
submissive decision

Says Nirmul Committee
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee yesterday
condemned the education ministry’s decision to
remove the story titled “Sharifa’s Tale” from the
seventh-grade textbook under the new curriculum,
terming the decision “submissive”.

In a statement, the pro-Liberation War platform
demanded that the ministry immediately withdraw
the decision, calling upon the government to make the
curriculum inclusive.

The cducation  Ngrmgl Committee
ministry recently decided .
to remove “Sharifa’s said the new
Tale” from the seventh- curriculum has
grade textbook following been formulated
recommendations . of based on
a probe committee I li buti
and  instructed  the P ‘}ra ism Dut is
National ~ Curriculum facing a setback
and Textbook Board because of such
o take necessary steps  pecommendations.

regarding the decision.

Nirmul  Committee
said the new curriculum has been formulated based
on pluralism but is facing a setback because of such
recommendations. It said communal forces have
been creating obstacles to implement the curriculum,
demanding legal action against those who were
running campaigns both online and offline against it.

“Sharifa’s Tale” was included in the history and
social science book for seventh grade in a section on
“human similarities and differences”. This chapter was
designed under the new curriculum to raise public
awareness about transgender people.

Prof Md Moshiuzzaman, acting NCTB chairman,
recently told The Daily Star the story would be replaced
in the next academic year. The textbook would still
have a topic for the same learning outcome, but with a
different narrative.

The story drew significant attention after an adjunct
faculty member of BRAC University tore out the pages
containing it during an event. A video of this incident
went viral on social media.

On January 24, the education ministry formed a
five-member committee to review “Sharifa’s Tale”. The
committee recommended dropping the story in May.

Poet Abul
Hussain’s
death anniv

CITY DESK
Today is the
10th death
anniversary
of poet Abul
Hussain,
said a press release.

On this day in 2014, he
passed away.

Poet  Abul
authored 25 books.

Naba Basanta was his
first book of poetry. Birash
Sanglap (1969), Duswapna
Te Duswapne (1985), Haoa
Tomoy Ache (1982), Ekhono
Shomoy Achhey (1997), Aar
Kirsher Opekkha (2000),
Kaler Khatae (2008), and
Selected Poems by Abul
Hussain (1986) are some of
his notable works.

Born in Khulna on
August 15, 1922, he was
educated at Kolkata
Presidency College and
Kolkata ~ University  in
Economics.

Poet  Abul  Hussain
received Fkushey Padak,
Bangla Academy Award
and Padabali Award.

Hussain

12-year-old boy

drowns in river

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A boy drowned while he
was swimming in the Old
Brahmaputra river in
Mymensingh’s  Gafargaon
upazila yesterday morning.

The victim is Masum
Billah, 12, son of Saidul
Islam. Quoting locals, Md
Abu Bakar Siddique, officer-
in-charge of Gafargaon
Police Station, said Masum
Billah, a student at a local

madrasa, along with five
other boys went to swim in
the river in Char Bhatipara.

Masum suddenly
drowned in the river. His
body was recovered around
noon.

L p o o —_—

‘We demanded concrete

bridges, got wooden ones’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The local authorities have
constructed a total of 12 wooden
bridges to replace makeshift

bamboo ones over canals and
streams across Roumari and Char
Rajibpur uparzilas in Kurigram.

Of those, nine bridges were
constructedin Roumariand threein
Char Rajibpur with funds from the
Rural Infrastructure Maintenance
(Test Relief) Programme under the
Ministry of Disaster Management
and Relief.

Separated by the Brahmaputra
river, the two upazilas are dotted with
canals and small rivers and are largely
affected by river erosion and flooding.
The residents of the villages face
immense difficulties in commuting
to the upazila headquarters due to
poor communication.

For years, the residents have
been using makeshift bamboo
bridges to cross the waterbodies
crisscrossing through the wo
upazilas. They have long been
demanding the construction of
permanent concrete bridges to ease
their suffering.

“We had demanded construction
of concrete bridges, but the
authorities built these wooden
ones. These will not last long.
At least these are less risky than

bamboo bridges. However, we
urge the authorities concerned
to construct concrete bridges to
enhance communication in these
areas,” said Atiar Rahman, a school
teacher in Kalapani area under
Char Rajibpur upazila.

“Earlier, local farmers had to
carry their produce to markets on

foot using the bamboo bridge on
the Jalchhera river. Now the newly
constructed wooden bridge will
allow battery-run easy-bikes to ply,
making things a bit easier. We are
happy, but would have been happier
if our demand for a permanent
concrete bridge was met,” said Nur
Mandal, a farmer from the upazila’s
Khajarghat area.

Akkel Ali, a farmer from Char
Lalkura village under Roumari
upazila, echoed him.

According  to  Mohammad
Shamsuddin and Lutfar Rahman,
project implementation officers
of Roumari and Char Rajibpur
uparzilas respectively, each wooden
bridge is 50-100 feet long and was

built at a cost of Tk 2-4 lakh.

Contacted, Biplab Hasan,
lawmaker from Kurigram-4
constituency, said letters have

already been sent to the authorities
of the relief department and
Local Government Engineering
Department to construct concrete
bridges on several small rivers and
canals in phases.

20 shops
gutted in
Bagerhat fire

UNB, Bagerhat

At least 20 shops were
guttedina fire that broke out
in a market in Sarankhola
upazila of Bagerhat on
Thursday night.

The  fire-hit  shops
included grocery,
pharmacies, clectronics

and plastic goods.

Owners and fire services
said the fire erupted in one
of the shops of Rayenda
Panch Rasta intersection in
the upazila around 10:30pm.

Moniruzzaman  Babul,
general secretary of Rayenda
Bazar Commiittee, urged the
government to compensate
the affected shopkeepers.

Sarankhola Fire Service
and Civil Defence’s Station
Officer Md Aftab E Alam
said it took an hour to bring
the fire under control.

Man dies
after being
hit by train

UNB, Chuadanga

A man died after being
hit by a train at the
unguarded railway gate of
Chhotadhupatila in Hauli

union of Chuadanga’s
Damurhuda upazila
yesterday.

The deceased Alamin
Hossain, 29, was the son
of Zhantu Ali of Dihi
Krishnapur area.

Locals said the Dhaka-
bound Maitree Express train
from Kolkata hit Alamin
while he was crossing the
rail line around 11:30am.
Alamin died on the spot.

On information, a team
from Damurhuda Model
and Darshana Railway
police stations visited the
spot.

Later, the body
taken for post-mortem.
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Road to justice still

FROM PAGE 3

and defence will have scope
to move appeals before the
Supreme Court.

Then few years’ time may
be needed by the Appellate
Division for disposing of
the appeals, and later on,
the parties will have an
option (0 move review
petitions challenging the
apex court judgement.

That is why, it cannot be
said at this stage how much
time will be needed for
reaching the finality of the
cases, he added.

A Dhaka court on
October 10, 2018 sentenced
19 people, including former
state minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar (o
death in the two cases filed
in connection with the

grenade attacks.
Nineteen others
including BNP  acting

chairman
Rahman were given
life  imprisonment and
11 people were handed
different terms in prison.

Fighteen of the
convicted accused,
including Tarique, who is
in London, are absconding
and 31 are in jail.

The death references of
the cases reached the HC
on November 27, 2018, for
examination of the trial
court’s verdict.

On January 13, 2019, the
HC accepted the appeals
filed by the convicts for
hearing. The same day,
the HC bench of Justice
M Enayetur Rahim (now
a judge of the Appellate
Division) and Justice Md
Mostafizur Rahman also
stayed parts of the trial
court verdict that fined the
convicts.

Tarique

Mithachhara

FROM PAGE 5
Officials of the BWDB
admitted that the

waterbody has been filled
up by silt from upstream
again after excavation.

Visiting the areas along
the canal recently, this
correspondent observed
that the canal has turned
into a drain in many
places, while agricultural
lands on its banks lie
barren due to a lack of
water for irrigation.

“Siltation has hindered
the canal’s flow, leading
to a shortage of water
for irrigation, so we are
unable to cultivate crops
on our lands,” said Ramjan
Ali Sayem, a farmer from
Uttara Housing area.

Abul Kalam, a resident
of Dewannagar area, said,
“Even a little rain triggers
waterlogging as the
canal cannot drain away
rainwater.”

Monjurul Alam
Chowdhury, administrator
of Hathazari municipality,
said he has urged a high
official of BWDB (o re-
excavate the canal and free
it from occupiers.

Some structures
including a culvert built
by grabbers over the canal

were demolished in 2023,
he added.

Contacted, Mohammed
Sohag  Talukder, sub-
divisional  engineer of
BWDB (Hathazari sub-
division), said the canal was
filled up by siltation due to
natural causes.

“At present, there is no
fund for re-excavating the
canal. However, we are
trying to get allocation for
it as the canal is important
for local agriculture and
drainage in the area,” he
said.

Uphold ideals

FROM PAGE 3
Layla Nawshin, staff
correspondent of Channel
i, received the award in the
electronic media category.

Prof AAMS  Arefin
Siddique, former vice-
chancellor of  Dhaka

University, who chaired the
programme, emphasised
the need for continued
journalism on the
Liberation War.

Dr Sarwar Ali and
Mofidul Haque, trustees
of the Liberation War
Museum, also spoke at the
event.

SHEIKH RUSSEL PARK IN N°GANJ

Once abandoned,
now a green haven

SAURAV HOSSAIN SIAM, Nganj

Sheikh Russel Park stands as a lush
green oasis, providing much-needed
respite to residents of the densely
populated Narayanganj city.

Once an abandoned 18-acre plot
beside a waterbody in Deobhog area,
the park is now a vital recreation
space under the supervision of the
Narayanganj City Corporation.

Originally owned by Bangladesh
Railway, the land was left unused for
years before plans emerged to sell it
as residential plots.

Protests by city dwellers led to a
change in plans, and Rajuk identified

it as a recreation space in its 2010
Detailed Area Plan.

In 2011, Mayor Selina Hayat
Ivy initiated the excavation of the
waterbody and the establishment of
the parkatacost of Tk 57.67 crore. The
park was named after Sheikh Russel,
the youngest son of Bangabandhu
Sheikh  Mujibur Rahman. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated
it in November last year.

The park features a lake with clear
water and blooming lilies, surrounded
by a walkway. It boasts a playground,

ample open space, a swimming
pool with nominal fees, and a free
swimming facility in Gymkhana Lake,
an extension of the park.

“Farlier, there were hardly any
open spaces to sit in peace in this
city. This park has become a blessing
in the middle of this concrete jungle,”
said Bithi Poddar, a visitor.

NCC’s monitoring devices show
that areas in and around the park
have better air quality and lower
temperatures compared to other
parts of the city, said town planner
Moinul Islam.

The park, with its over 10,000
trees and 670-metre natural lake, is

also set to include bamboo bushes
and fruit trees (o create a sanctuary
for birds and other species.

Jahirul Islam, joint secretary of
Narayanganj Nagorik Committee,
said, “For making a positive impact on
the overall environment, it would be
apt to call the park the lungs of city.”

Locals urged the authorities to
keep the park accessible by avoiding
commercialisation.

Contacted, Mayor Ivy said, “This
park is a major step towards making
the city more child and eco-friendly.”



