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Bolivia coup
attempt fails

Armed forces pulled
back from presidential
palace; general arrested

REUTERS, La Paz

Bolivian armed forces pulled back from the
presidential palace in La Paz on Wednesday
evening and a general was arrested after
President Luis Arce slammed a “coup”
attempt against the government and
called for international support.

Earlier in the day, military units led
by General Juan Jose Zuniga, recently
stripped of his military command, had
gathered in the central Plaza Murillo
square, home to the presidential palace
and Congress. A Reuters witness saw
an armored vehicle ram a door of the
presidential palace and soldiers rush in.

“Today the country is facing an
attempted coup détat,” Arce said in
comments from the presidential palace,
with armed soldiers outside.

A few hours later, a Reuters witness saw
soldiers withdraw from the square and
police take control of the plaza.

IRAN ELECTION

Two candidates
drop out of race

REUTERS, Dubai

Two hardline candidates dropped out of
Iran’s presidential election yesterday, a day
ahead of the landmark vote, and called for
unity among forces supporting the country’s
Islamic revolution, state media reported.

Iranian’s tightly controlled election today
follows Ebrahim Raisi’s death in a helicopter
crash last month, with the outcome expected
to influence the succession to Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, the top decision-maker in the
clerically-ruled state.

Tehran’s mayor Alireza Zakani and head
of the Martyrs' Foundation Amirhossein
Ghazizadeh-Hashemi exited the race, state
media said. They were expected to win just
1.7 percent and 2 percent of votes respectively
according to a 22-23 June poll carried out by
the Iran Students Polling Centre.

Their departure leaves four presidential
candidates and Zakani urged the two most
prominent hardline ones to join forces to
prevent moderate Masoud Pezeshkian
from winning.

Palestinian families flee the Tuffah neighbourhood in the east of Gaza City following an Israeli military operation yesterday.
Heavy fighting, artillery shelling and helicopter fire were also reported around northern Gaza’s Shujayia market.

US health workers sound
alarm on Gaza medical crisis

AFP, Washington

Patients in Gaza’s few standing hospitals
are dying in droves from infections
resulting from a lack of protective gear
and soap, even when they survive their
horrific blast injuries.

And health workers are facing
agonising decisions, like giving up on a
seven-year-old boy with extensive burns
because bandages are in short supply and
he’d have probably died anyway.

These are just some of the horrors
witnessed by American doctors and
nurses returning from the besieged
Palestinian territory, who are now on a
mission to spread the word about what
they saw and apply pressure on Israel to
allow in more life-saving supplies.

“Whether or not a ceasefire happens,
we have to get humanitarian aid. And we
have to get it in sufficient volumes to meet
the demands,” Adam Hamawy, a former
US army combat surgeon, tells AFP in
an interview after a medical mission to

JULY 4 ELECTION IN UK

Sunak, Starmer
clash in final TV

debate

REUTERS, London

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Labour
leader Keir Starmer went head-to-head on
Wednesday night in their last debate before an
election next week, with both launching highly
personal attacks over their parties’ credibility.

With Sunak’s Conservatives trailing Labour by
around 20 points in the polls, the prime minister
went on the attack, accusing Starmer of not
being straight with the country on migration,
tax and women'’s rights, and urging voters not to
“surrender” to the Labour Party.

Starmer responded that Sunak was too rich
to understand the concerns of most ordinary
Britons. A snap YouGov poll said the debate had
been a tie, with both on 50 percent.

On immigration, one of the top concerns for
British voters, Sunak rejected Starmer’s argument
that he would seek to return migrants to their
home countries, saying many had arrived in
Britain from Iran, Syria and Afghanistan.

Polls indicate that Starmer is on course to win the

PHOTO: AFP election with a large majority.

Biden, Trump to
lock horns in first
presidential debate

Gaza’s European Hospital last month.

“You could give all you want, you can
donate,” says the reconstructive plastic
surgeon from New Jersey. “But if these
borders don’t open up to allow that aid
to get in, then it’s just useless.”

Hamawy has volunteered
in war-torn and natural
disaster-hit  countries
for the past 30 years,
from the siege of
Sarajevo to the Haiti
earthquake.

“But the level of
civilian casualties
that I experienced
was beyond anything
I'd seen before,” says the
54-year-old, who helped
save the life of Senator
Tammy Duckworth when she
lost both of her legs to a rocket-propelled
grenade (RPG) attack on the helicopter
she was flying in Iraq.

“Most of our patients were children

under the age of 14,” he stressed. “This has
nothing to do with your political views.”
Hamawy and other medics told
AFP they are convinced that for now
their energy is better spent lobbying
the halls of power to stop
the offensive and require
Israel to comply with
international law by
letting in more aid.
Israel denies
allegations of
international  law
violations during its
invasion.
On a hot June
afternoon in  the
capital ~ Washington,
Monica Johnston, a
44-year-old ICU nurse
from Portland, Oregon said
she conveyed specific lists of what was
needed in meetings she had held with
White House officials and lawmakers
on Capitol Hill.

= '..Q‘

AFP, Atlanta

Joe Biden and Donald Trump were due to meet for
a historic US presidential debate last night, with
the stage set for what could be an inflection point
in the 2024 race as millions of voters tune in to the
clash of rivals.

The showdown -- between the oldest-ever
incumbent and a convicted felon - fires the
starting gun on what promises to be a bruising
summer of campaigning in a deeply polarized and
tense United States still convulsed over the chaos
and violence that accompanied the 2020 election.

With only two debates this election cycle,
yesterday’s high-stakes event takes on heightened
significance, and both candidates have stepped up
their personal attacks, with national polls showing
the pair neck and neck.

“I think I have been preparing for it for my
whole life... We'll do very well,” Trump told right-
wing network Newsmax in an interview on his
debate preparation.

The president will be desperate to avoid any
major gaffes.
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