
CITY  
DHAKA FRIDAY JUNE 28, 2024 

ASHAR 14, 1431 BS        5
Tk 33cr to address 
waterlogging, Tk 8cr 
to control mosquito
CCC announces Tk 1,981.52cr 
budget for 2024-25 fiscal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram City Corporation 
(CCC) yesterday proposed a 
budget of Tk 1,981.52 crore for 
fiscal 2024-25.

CCC Mayor Rezaul Karim 
Chowdhury announced it at 

Theatre Institute Chattogram in 
the port city.
As was the goal of the last budget, 

the CCC has set a target to implement the 
proposed budget mostly from its internal sources. 

For the current fiscal year, the CCC projects 
earnings of Tk 1,026.45 crore from internal 
sources, including holding tax, income from 
properties, etc.

It also expects to get about Tk 909 crore as a 
development grant and the rest of Tk 46.07 crore 
from other sources.

Of the proposed budget, Tk 1,050.50 crore has 
been allocated for the development activities of the 
city, Tk 328.42 crore for salaries and allowances, 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Antivenom available 
at upazila hospitals
Says health minister
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Russell’s viper bite is treatable and most patients 
can recover using existing antivenom available at 
every upazila level hospitals, said physicians at a 
programme yesterday.

Delayed admission after snakebite and 
developing acute kidney injury are the two main 
reasons behind deaths caused by Russell’s viper, 
they said.

The remarks were made at a seminar at 
Bangamata Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib 
Convention Hall in the capital. Titled, “Russell’s 
viper: Fear vs Fact”, the event was organised by 
Bangladesh Society of Medicine.

Health Minister Samanta Lal Sen said 
antivenom is available in the country. “We can save 
patients if they are taken to hospitals as soon as 
possible.”

Prof Md Titu Miah, president of BSM and 
director general of Directorate General of Medical 
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TALTALI UPAZILA IN BARGUNA

Water hyacinth 
clogs canal
Locals suffer as boat service 
disrupted
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Residents in Barguna’s Taltali upazila are struggling to 
commute as boat services on Kachupatra Canal have 
remained halted since May 26, due to water hyacinth.

The 300-foot-wide, 50-kilometre-long canal used to 
connect Payra and Andharmanik rivers, while flowing 
through Amtali and Taltali, until it became a closed 
waterbody, with embankments built on both ends around 
20 years back, said locals.

Due to lack of water flow, there is often an overgrowth of 
water hyacinths in the canal. During the dry season, locals 
remove hyacinths to allow movement of boats at Betmore 
Kheya-ghat in Badurgachha area of Sharikkhali union.

Locals said people from around 10 villages in the area, 
including more than 200 students, use the boat service to 
commute to neighbouring Chakamaia union.

“With boat service halted, locals now have to travel 
an extra 20-25km and spend Tk 100-150 more to reach 
Kalapara town,” said Abdul Barek, a local. 

“A permanent bridge would reduce our suffering,” he 
added.

Mansura Akhtar, a fifth grader, said, “We have no 
school in our village, so we cross the canal using boats to 
attend Chakamaia Government Primary School. Now, we 
are struggling to attend classes on time.”

Farooq Khan, chairman of Sharikkhali Union Parishad, 
said, “The canal is too wide for a bamboo bridge. So, boats 
were the only means to cross the canal.”

Contacted, Sifat Anayar Tumpa, UNO of Taltali upazila, 
said the local UP chairman has been asked to take steps 
to remove water hyacinths from the canal to resume 
boat services. “Arrangements will be made regarding 
construction of a bridge after discussion with authorities 
later,” she added.

Century-old school 
at landslide risk

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

The KB Ehia Government 
Primary School in Juri upazila of 
Moulvibazar is at risk of a landslide 
happening at any moment from 
a neighbouring hillock amid 
monsoon.

Mud and water are already 
sliding down the hillock, falling 
and accumulating on the roof of 
the school building.

Amid risk of further damage, 
academic activities at the school are 
in jeopardy.

According to school authorities, 
a hillock of around 30-40 feet tall 
is located just beside the one-storey 
school building on the east side. 
A lot of mud and soil has already 
collapsed on and around the 
building since heavy rains began 
earlier this month.

The school, established in 1921, 
was closed during that time due to 
Eid-ul-Azha and summer holidays. 
However, once the school reopens 
after July 2, its 306 students and 
eight teachers will be subject to 

the risk of a landslide happening 
at any time while attending 
classes.

Locals have expressed concern 
over the safety of the students.

“We were gripped by fear while 
attending classes before the 
vacation, when soil and mud started 
falling down the hillock beside 

the school. Many of my classmates 
stopped coming to school over fear 
of a landslide,” said Raihan Ahmed, 
a fourth-grader.

Contacted, Ambia Begum, 
headteacher of the school, said the 
building on the east side is at most 

risk. It is already in a dilapidated 
state, as plasters are often falling 
while rainwater accumulates on the 
roof and leaks inside. Classes are 
held in one of its rooms, while the 
other is used as a teachers’ room. 
In case of a landslide, the entire 
building is likely to collapse.

“Eid-ul-Azha and summer 
vacation started from June 13 and 
will end on July 2. We are worried 
because after school reopens, we 
would have to conduct academic 
activities amid the risk of landslides 
if there is heavy rainfall again. 
We informed the upazila primary 
education officer in this regard,” 
she added.

Khandkar Abul Bashar, 
president of the school’s managing 
committee, demanded construction 
of a strong wall behind the school 
building to prevent landslides from 
damaging it. 

Contacted, Dilipmoy Dash 
Chowdhury, primary education 
officer in Juri upazila, said he is 
aware about the matter and has 
informed higher authorities.

Three friends get drenched in the rain on their way home from school. Their faces full of joy as the downpour 
provides an everlasting memory and at least some respite from the heat. The photo was taken in the Model 
Pharmacy intersection of Khulna city yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


