
NEWS
DHAKA THURSDAY JUNE 27, 2024 

ASHAR 13, 1431 BS        4

Blasts heard across
FROM PAGE 5

No more Myanmar 
nationals will be allowed 
to enter Bangladesh, said 
Adnan Chawdhury, upazila 
nirbahi officer of Teknaf, 
clearing the government’s 
stance on this issue.

He also confirmed that 
the sound of explosions 
across the Myanmar border 
is being heard from Teknaf.

Haji Mohammad 

Islam, mayor of Teknaf 
municipality, echoed him.

Kamal Hossain, 
chairman of Forcibly 
Displaced Myanmar 
Nationals Representative 
Committee, said around 
50,000 Rohingyas living 
in Maungdaw downtown 
gathered in ward 5 of the 
township amid an intense 
war between Arakan Army 
and Junta forces in the area.

Put an end
FROM PAGE 3

Afroza Begum, 40, died in 
police custody following 
her arrest in Abhaynagar.

“Torture and other ill-
treatment are abhorrent 
and never justified,” said 
Taqbir Huda, Amnesty 
International’s regional 
researcher for South Asia.

Bangladesh’s authorities 
must ensure that 
allegations of torture and 
other ill-treatment by law 
enforcement personnel 

are impartially and 
independently investigated, 
and suspected officers are 
brought to justice through 
fair trials, he said.

Bangladesh must 
establish a compensation 
fund for torture victims 
and also ratify the 
Optional Protocol to the 
UN Convention against 
Torture so that victims can 
file complaints directly to 
the UN Committee against 
Torture, he added.

Increase agriculture
FROM PAGE 5

“But the new budget 
does not support farmers 
in raising food grain 
production. The country’s 
development is not possible 
if the agriculture sector is 
not prioritised,” he added.

Jahangir Alam, 
director of Dhaka School 
of Economics, read out a 
written statement urging 
the government to increase 
investment in agriculture.

“To ensure food safety, 
more funds need to be 
allocated for research. The 
sector has been repeatedly 
affected by natural 
disasters, requiring special 
attention,” he said.

He also highlighted the 
need for the government 
to reduce the prices of 
agricultural products for 
farmers.

Sadia Islam, assistant 
professor at the institution, 
recommended that the 
government reduce the 
operational budget and 
increase the development 
budget to better support 
the agriculture sector.

Role of ACC
FROM PAGE 3

against the media, Shahriar 
said the police force or 
the government should 
not bear the responsibility 
for alleged corruption of 
former IGP and some other 
police personnel.

“The state cannot 
bear the responsibility 
of the corruption of 
an individual,” he said, 
denouncing the police 
department for not taking 
any departmental actions 
against their former IGP.

Kabir, also the 
president of the advisory 
committee of Nirmul 
Committee, criticised the 
passport department and 
said it was not possible 
for Benazir to get nine 
passports without the help 
of the department. “The 
home ministry will have 
to take this responsibility 
as well.”

“These people are 
harming the nation. Then 
why is there a dilly-dally 
over taking actions against 
them?” he asked.

Prof Mahfuza Khanam, 
president of Federation 
of World Teachers’ 
Association, said as long 
as the nation lives, it 
will remain grateful to 
Jahanara Imam.

Prof Mizanur Rahman, 
former chairman 

of National Human 
Rights Commission, 
said his organisation, 
Empowerment through 
Law of the Common 
People (ELCOP), will take 
initiatives to bring the 
Pakistanis who committed 
war crimes to the fore and 
hold mock trials if needed.

Chief Justice Obaidul 
Hassan was supposed to 
give the “Jahanara Imam 
Memorial Lecture” on 
the political vision of 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and the 
trial of war criminals. As 
he was not present at the 
programme, Barrister 
Tapas Baul read out the 
written speech on his 
behalf.

Prof Mahfuza and 
Prof Mizanur’s ELCOP 
were given “Jahanara 
Imam Smrity Padak” at 
the programme for their 
contributions to the trial 
of war criminals and in the 
movement of establishing 
the spirit of the Liberation 
War.

Educationist Shyamoli 
Nasrin Chowdhury, 
president of the Nirmul 
Committee, chaired the 
discussion. 

Attorney General 
Advocate Abu Mohammad 
Amin Uddin spoke, among 
others.

Recognise women’s 
household work
Recommends JS body
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A parliamentary body yesterday recommended that 
the government recognise women’s domestic work 
as an economic activity.

The parliamentary standing committee on the 
women and children affairs ministry made the 
recommendation at its meeting at parliament.

Awami League MP from Munshiganj-2 and 
chairperson of the committee Sagufta Yasmin 
presided over the meeting. The parliamentary 
watchdog recommended taking necessary steps to 
empower women entrepreneurs at the grassroots.

In the meeting, it was recommended to strengthen 
the monitoring system to keep all the activities 
undertaken by the National Women’s Organization 
in 64 districts and 50 upazilas of the country.

Take measures 
to mitigate 
pilot shortage
Minister asks Biman

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Civil Aviation Minister 
Muhammad Faruk Khan 
yesterday asked Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines to 
take necessary measures 
to overcome its pilot 
shortage.

The minister came up 
with the directives while 
holding a meeting with the 
Biman authorities at its 
headquarters at Kurmitola. 

Faruk Khan also 
directed to recruit cockpit 
and cabin crews soon 
by maintaining existing 
recruitment policies and 
transparency. 

He said the national 
carrier needs more cockpit 
and cabin crew as Biman 
started flight operations in 
several new international 
destinations in the last few 
years.

The minister also 
stressed passenger service 
quality and asked officials 
to make sure that the 
Biman’s call centre remains 
open for 24 hours.

Forced into sex
FROM PAGE 3

Those who responded 
were added to different 
Telegram groups. The 
gang then developed 
relationships with these 
women and coerced them 
into taking inappropriate 
photos, claiming that 
these were needed for 
foreign buyers.

Under the threat of 
these images being leaked, 
the women were forced 
to participate in explicit 
video calls and eventually 
coerced into sexual 
services, the CID said.

The gang members 
used their illegal earnings 
to purchase significant 
amounts of land and 
build luxurious houses in 
Jashore, Satkhira, Khulna, 
and Dhaka. 

Additionally, substantial 
amounts of money were 
found in the bank accounts 
of their relatives, the CID 
chief said.

They used hundreds 
of mobile SIM cards, 
none of which were 
registered under their real 
national IDs. The gang 
used Telegram premium 
accounts and various paid 
cloud services for content 
sharing and subscriptions. 

The CID seized 12 mobile 
phones, 20 SIM cards, one 
laptop, ATM cards, and 
chequebooks from various 
banks. 

Around one lakh 
pictures and 20,000 videos 
were found on mobile 
phones and laptops of the 
accused.

A case was filed against 
the arrestees with Paltan 
Police Station.

2 SC lawyers
FROM PAGE 3

The entire amount of Tk 
25.22 core was part of the 
entitlement of the listed 
164 individual employees 
of Grameen Telecom, who 
contributed to their trade 
union to pay the expenses 
including lawyers’ fees.

The trade union 
representative paid the fees 
to them (lawyers Yousuf 
and Jafrul) out of that 
amount and the same does 
not constitute any offence, 
and therefore, the instant 
proceedings are liable to be 
quashed to ensure the ends 
of justice, the petitioners 
stated in the petition.

Yesterday, petitioners’ 
lawyer Barrister Aneek R 

Haque placed the petition 
before the HC bench of 
Justice Md Ruhul Quddus 
and Justice Md Ali Reza for 
its hearing.

But the bench adjourned 
the hearing for this week.

Lawyer Khurshid Alam 
Khan appeared for the 
ACC during the hearing 
yesterday.

Gulshan Anwar 
Prodhan, a deputy director 
of the ACC, filed the case 
with the ACC’s integrated 
district office in Dhaka on 
May 30 last year.

On June 12, Judge Syed 
Arafat Hossain of the Special 
Judge’s Court-4 of Dhaka 
framed charges. On May 2, 
the court granted them bail.

Former BCL leader
FROM PAGE 5

(ADC-Prosecution) Md 
Mafiz Uddin told The Daily 
Star, “The court sent the 
two to jail after rejecting 
their bail prayers.”

Akbar Shah police and 
locals said everyone in the 
teen gang who committed 
the murder is known in 

the area as followers of 
Nissan. 

The police and Rapid 
Action Battalion in 
Chattogram listed more 
than 200 active juvenile 
gangs in the city. Each 
gang consists of five to 20 
members, according to 
them.
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Death anniv 
of Shafiur 
Rahman
CITY DESK

Today is the 
thirteenth 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of Shafiur 
Rahman, a pioneer of the 
movement for promotion 
of classical music in the 
country.

He was the founding 
general secretary of the 
“Shuddha Sangeet Proshar 
Goshthi”. 

Shafiur dedicated his 
life to the cause of classical 
music. 

IT’S A SIX... A boy swings a coconut tree branch bat for a perfect hit. The stumps behind him are wooden planks, overall a rather creative way 
to play a game of cricket with friends. The photo was taken in Babuganj upazila of Barishal yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Will die if I am isolated
FROM PAGE 3

The PM said when she was 
not in power, her party’s 
men and the country’s 
people were beside her. 
“You’ll have to keep that in 
mind,” she added.

On June 15, 1986, the 
Presidential Security Force 
was formed, which was later 

renamed as SSF in 1991 
following the restoration 
of the parliamentary 
government system in the 
country.

Now the primary 
function of the force is to 
protect the president, the 
prime minister and other 
VIPs.

2nd Edition

Amend tobacco 
control law
Demand women MPs
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Anti-Tobacco Parliamentary Women’s 
Forum yesterday called for the swift passage of 
amendments to the Tobacco Control Act proposed by 
the Ministry of Health, in line with Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s vision of a tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040.

They made the remarks at an event titled, “Achieving 
Tobacco-Free Bangladesh: Amendment of the Existing 
Tobacco Control Law and Way Forward”, organised by 
Nari Maitree at the capital’s Krishibid Institute yesterday. 

The event was presided over by lawmaker Shabnam 
Jahan Shila, convener of the forum. She, along with 
other women parliamentarians, emphasised the 
urgency of the amendment. Highlighting the forum’s 
activities, she stressed that 1,61,000 people die 
annually due to tobacco use in Bangladesh. 

They also highlighted the need for grassroots level 
social movements to support the anti-tobacco initiative.

Other participants included lawmakers Mahfuza 
Sultana, Zara Jabin Mahbub, Masuda Siddique 
Rozy, Najma Akhter, Anima Mukti Gomez, Sheikh 
Anar Koli Putul, Ashrafun Nesa, Kanan Ara Begum, 
Laila Parveen, Sanjida Khanam,  Farida Yasmin and 
Hasina Bari Chowdhury. The meeting also featured 
representatives from Bloomberg Philanthropies, the 
South Asian programme of the Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids, and Nari Maitree president Masuma Alam. 

70pc incidents
FROM PAGE 5

land-related disputes, 
destruction of properties 
and religious sites.

Political violence also 
remains a big concern 
for religious minorities 
in Bangladesh, especially 
during the election time.

The ASK in a report 
highlighted that people from 
Hindu community were 
disproportionately affected 
by violence following the 
elections on January 5, 2014.


