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Preparing for 
Modi to visit 
Russia
Says Kremlin

AFP, Moscow

The Kremlin yesterday said 
it was “preparing” for Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to visit Russia in the 
near future, but declined to 
give a specific date.

The trip would be 
Modi’s first to Russia since 
Moscow launched its full-
scale military offensive on 
Ukraine more than two 
years ago, a conflict which 
has tested relations between 
Moscow and New Delhi.

“We are preparing for the 
visit. We will inform you in 
a timely manner,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters when asked 
about earlier reports in 
Indian and Russian media 
that Modi was planning to 
visit Moscow in early July.

Putin sees India and 
Modi as a potential 
diplomatic and economic 
ally.

‘Come, let’s have a debate’
FROM PAGE 1

“It’s an open secret that 
Hasina is consumed with 
jealousy that Yunus won the 
Nobel Peace Prize given her 
repeated snubs,” the article 
read.

The prime minister 
opposed the assertion, saying 
she does not care for any 
Nobel Prize, nor does she 
have “sufficient money for 
appointing lobbyists” to land 
the prize.

“Sheikh Hasina is not 
jealous of anyone,” she said.

The PM said she is proud 
that she is the daughter 
of Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. “No one 
can get this position. I’m 
proud of it,” she said, adding 
that the prime ministership 
was temporary.

She said the Grameen 
Bank was not founded by 
Yunus; he used to work there 

as its managing director and 
drew salaries.

“You might remember 
that the Grameen Bank was 
set up during the tenure of 
General HM Ershad. There 
was a position for MD, and Dr 
Yunus was made the MD of 
the bank.”

The Grameen Bank is 
a statutory body and the 
money and salaries were all 
paid by the government, she 
said, adding, “During his 
service, he [Yunus] portrayed 
the bank in a way as if he 
founded the bank.”

Hasina said he attempted 
to float a party in 2007.

“So why did he fail to float 
the political party? If he has 
given so much to the rural 
people, then why did those 
people not come forward? It 
was because they were under 
the huge burden of interest,” 
she said.

Hasina said Yunus got 

benefits from her the most, 
and now he is running a 
propaganda against her.

“It is true, we promoted 
him a lot.”

Hasina said, “I helped him 
the most in getting to the 
place where he is today.”

She said she promoted 
microcredit at home and 
abroad, thinking it was  good 
for poverty alleviation.

“His microcredit was not 
much credible globally. I 
participated as a co-chair 
[in Microcredit Summit], 
brought a proposal before the 
United Nations and explained 
it to everyone because I 
thought it was a good move 
to lift people out of poverty.”

She said she eventually 
realised that microcredit was 
nurturing poverty instead, 
and the poor people after 
working day and night 
needed to pay high interests.

Stating that she gave 

Yunus the business of 
Grameenphone, the premier 
said she helped the Grameen 
Bank survive by giving it Tk 
400 crore in the 90s.

But he did not give a single 
penny to the bank from the 
business of Grameenphone, 
she added.

The prime minister said 
Grameen Telecom received a 
lot of donations from abroad, 
but how much of it went 
into the Grameen Bank? 
“Every time, he started a new 
business with the money,” she 
said.

Hasina blasted Yunus 
also for failing to pay taxes. 
She said whenever cases 
were lodged against him for 
dodging taxes, Yunus paid 
some money and proved he 
had indeed evaded tax.

She said Yunus had not 
paid any money to the labour 
welfare fund since 2006. So, 
the Grameen Bank employees 
filed a case against him at 
the labour court, and he was 
convicted in the case.

“What is my fault here?” 
she said.

The prime minister said 
that whenever the labourers 
placed their demands or 

wanted promotion, they were 
sacked.

“[So] they [labourers] filed 
a case. I didn’t even know 
this. And he was convicted 
in the Labour Court. Don’t 
the labourers have any right? 
Those who talk about labour 
and human rights, where 
are they now? Why are they 
silent? Have they stood beside 
the labourers? They did not.”

She wanted to know the 
source of money that Yunus 
invested abroad. 

“There was so much 
investment abroad. Where 
did the money come from? 
Whose money was it, and how 
was the money earned? No 
one is asking these questions. 
Let him answer it.”

Hasina said she always 
protects the interests of the 
country. “I never sell the 
country or the interests of 
the country [to anyone]. And 
that’s why I could not come to 
power many times.”

She said she always 
works to protect the 
country’s independence 
and sovereignty, and for the 
people so that they can move 
ahead raising their heads 
high.

UKRAINIAN REFUGEES IN EUROPE

EU extends refugees’ 
right to stay to 2026

AFP, Brussels

The European Union yesterday extended 
the right of Ukrainian refugees to stay in 
the bloc for another year to March 2026, 
as Russia’s war ravages their homeland.

Currently some 4.2 million Ukrainians 
are registered as refugees across the EU, 
with Germany, Poland and the Czech 
Republic hosting the biggest numbers.

“Day after day, Russia terrorises the 
Ukrainian people with its bombing 
war. These are not safe circumstances,” 
Nicole de Moor, Belgium’s secretary of 
state for asylum and migration, said in a 
statement on the extension’s adoption.

“Those who fled from Russia’s 
aggression can continue to count on 
our solidarity,” added de Moor, whose 
country holds the rotating EU presidency 
until the end of the June.

The 27-nation European Union first 
granted Ukrainians the right to stay 

in the weeks after Moscow launched 
its all-out invasion in February 2022. 
The measure had been due to expire on 
March 4, 2025.

People benefitting from temporary 
protection enjoy the same rights across 
the EU, including a residence permit, 
access to the labour market and housing, 
medical assistance, social welfare and 
access to education.

The latest extension comes as 
Ukraine’s forces struggle to hold the 
front line.

Meanwhile, Kyiv’s ambassador 
to Berlin yesterday hit back against 
“populist” calls for Ukrainian refugees in 
Germany to find a job or go back to their 
war-torn home country.

Senior conservative politician 
Alexander Dobrindt on Sunday told the 
weekly Bild am Sonntag that Ukrainians 
should “start working or return to safe 
areas in west Ukraine”.

Demonstrators try to obstruct a police vehicle as police use water cannons to disperse protesters during a demonstration against Kenya’s 
proposed finance bill 2024-2025 in Nairobi, Kenya yesterday. At least ten people were shot dead in the Kenyan capital, a paramedic said, as 
protests against tax legislation turned into violent clashes with police. PHOTO: REUTERS

ICC issues arrest 
warrants for 
Russia army chief, 
former minister
AFP, The Hague

The International Criminal Court yesterday said 
it had issued arrest warrants for Russia’s top army 
chief and former defence minister over strikes on 
Ukrainian infrastructure that constituted alleged 
war crimes.

The ICC warrants are the latest in a series of actions 
by the court over the Ukraine war, including an arrest 
warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The warrants concerned the Chief of the General 
Staff Valery Gerasimov, and former defence minister 
Sergei Shoigu. The pair are accused of the war 
crimes of directing attacks at civilian targets, as well 
as the crime against humanity of “inhumane acts” in 
Ukraine, the ICC said in a statement.

ICC judges said there were “reasonable grounds 
to believe that the two suspects bear responsibility 
for missile strikes carried out by the Russian armed 
forces against the Ukrainian infrastructure from at 
least 10 October 2022 until at least 9 March 2023.”

OCEAN WATER

Antarctic 
faces melting 
‘tipping point’
AFP, Paris 

Scientists have discovered 
a new tipping point 
toward “runaway melting” 
of Antarctic ice sheets, 
caused by warm ocean 
water intruding between 
the ice and the land it sits 
on, according to a study 
published yesterday.

While this type of melting 
has been previously studied, 
models used by the United 
Nation’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) to project the impact 
of global warming on the 
Antarctic have yet to factor 
in this phenomenon.

They have also 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
underestimated ice loss 
seen thus far, said the study, 
published in the journal 
Nature Geoscience.

CORRUPTION CASE

India court blocks 
Kejriwal’s release 
from prison

AFP, New Delhi

An Indian court yesterday 
stopped the release from jail of 
one of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s chief opponents, a day 
after he was granted bail in a 
long-running corruption case, 

reports said.
Arvind Kejriwal, the chief 

minister of Delhi and the leader 
of the opposition Aam Aadmi party, 

denies the charges as a “political conspiracy” by 
Modi and his Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

He was released from detention to campaign 
partway through India’s weeks-long general election 
but returned to jail after voting ended this month.

A trial court ordered his release late Thursday, 
but before he could walk out of jail on Friday 
the country’s top economic crimes investigative 
agency, the Enforcement Directorate (ED), 
appealed to the Delhi High Court.

It suspended his release until it could decide 
on the appeal, local media reported. The decision 
could come in “two-three days”, legal news portal 
Live Law posted on social media platform X.

Rahul Gandhi to be 
leader of opposition  
in Lok Sabha
NDTV ONLINE

Taking the fight to India’s ruling BJP-led NDA, 
Rahul Gandhi has accepted a decision by the 
Congress Working Committee and will take up 
the mantle of the Leader of the Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha. 

The decision comes hours before the first big 
battle of the 18th Lok Sabha, between a resurgent 
opposition and a diminished ruling coalition, over 
the post of Speaker.

Denied an assurance that an opposition 
member would be given the post of Deputy 
Speaker, as is the tradition, the Congress and the 
INDIA bloc decided to force an election for the 
post of Speaker at the last minute by putting up K 
Suresh as its candidate against the BJP’s pick, Om 
Birla, who was the Speaker in the last Lok Sabha.

Congress, the key party in a disparate anti-
Modi alliance, nearly doubled its parliamentary 
numbers, its best result since Modi was swept to 
power a decade ago.

Gandhi, 54, is the scion of a dynasty that 
dominated Indian politics for decades and is the 
son, grandson and great-grandson of former 
prime ministers, beginning with independence 
leader Jawaharlal Nehru.
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