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Israel’s offensive shatters 
Palestinian pupils’ dream

85pc of educational facilities are out of service in Gaza

AFP, Khan Yunis

Teenagers across the Gaza Strip 
should have been taking their final 
exams this month, a last hurdle 
before university and lifelong 
dreams, but the Israeli offensive in 
the Palestinian territory has crushed 
those hopes.

According to the education 
ministry in the Hamas-run Gaza 
Strip, 85 percent of educational 
facilities in the territory are out of 
service because of the offensive.

“I was eagerly awaiting the exams, 
but the offensive prevented that 
and destroyed that joy”, said Baraa 
al-Farra, an 18-year-old student 
displaced from Khan Yunis in 
southern Gaza.

“At first we were waiting in the 
hope that the offensive would end 
and we would catch up,” he said.

But “we don’t know how long it 
will last or how many years it will 
deprive us of our educational lives.”

The Education Cluster, a UN-
backed organisation, estimated in 
a report this month that more than 
75 percent of Gaza’s schools would 
need full reconstruction or major 
rehabilitation to reopen.

Many have been turned into 
shelters for Gaza’s displaced and 
others have been damaged in 
bombardment.

Liliane Nihad, an 18-year-old 
displaced to Khan Yunis from Gaza 
City, in the territory’s north, said 
she and her fellow students had 
“been waiting 12 years to take these 

exams and pass and feel happy and 
enter university... but we have been 
deprived of all that by this damned 
offensive”.

Nihad said she had been hoping to 
study English and to get a doctorate, 
“but all of that has evaporated”.

Displaying their anger at the 
situation, dozens of students and 
teachers held a protest in Gaza 
City’s Al-Rimal neighbourhood on 
Saturday. “We demand our right 
to take high school exams” and 
“We want books, not bombs” they 
chanted, while empty chairs were 
laid out to symbolise those students 
killed in the offensive.

In the West Bank, violence has 
further escalated since the start of 
the Gaza offensive. According to 
the Palestinian official news agency 

Wafa, 20 high school students are 
among the hundreds of Palestinians 
killed there.

Wafa reported that 89,000 
students from Gaza and the West 
Bank had been expected to take 
high school exams this year. Back 
in Gaza, however, there will be no 
exams at all.

The UN, citing the Palestinian 
ministry of education, said about 
39,000 high school students in 
Gaza are unable to take their tests.

Sulaf Mousa, an 18-year-old from 
Al-Shati Camp west of Gaza City, hit 
by a deadly air strike on Saturday, 
said he had hoped to study medicine 
and become a doctor.

“Now, we hope we will survive the 
offensive and not lose more than we 
have already lost,” Mousa said. 
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Modi appeals to 
opposition for 
‘consensus’
AFP, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday 
appealed to an emboldened opposition for 
“consensus”, as parliament opened following an 
election setback that forced him into a coalition 
government for the first time in a decade.
Expected in the first session, which will run until 
July 3, is a preview of Modi’s plans for his third 
term and the likely formal appointment of Rahul 
Gandhi as leader of the opposition -- a post vacant 
since 2014.
“To run the country, a consensus is of utmost 
importance”, Modi said in a speech shortly before 
entering parliament, calling on the opposition to 
play a constructive role.
“People want substance, not slogans,” he said.

Autocracy is ‘evil’
Says Taiwan president 
after China threatens 
death for separatism

REUTERS, Taipei

Democracy is not a crime and autocracy is the 
real “evil”, Taiwan President Lai Ching-te said 
yesterday after China threatened to impose the 
death penalty in extreme cases for “diehard” 
Taiwan independence separatists.

On Friday, China ramped up its pressure on 
Taiwan by issuing new legal guidelines to punish 
those it says support island’s formal independence, 
though Chinese courts have no jurisdiction on the 
democratically governed island.

Blaze in South 
Korea battery 
plant kills 22 
workers
AFP, Hwaseong

Twenty-two people were 
killed in a massive fire at 
a South Korean lithium 
battery plant yesterday, 
most of them Chinese 
nationals, in one of the 
country’s worst factory 
disasters in years.

Over 100 people were 
working in the factory 
when workers heard a 
series of explosions from 
the second floor, where 
lithium-ion batteries 
were being inspected and 
packaged, a firefighter said.

In the blaze that ensued, 
22 people were killed, 
including 20 foreign 
nationals -- 18 Chinese, 
one from Laos, and one of 
unknown nationality, he 
said.

DAGESTAN ATTACK

Death toll 
rises to 20
Moscow launches 
terror probe

REUTERS, MOSCOW

The death toll from a 
series of brazen attacks on 
churches and synagogues 
in Russia’s mainly Muslim 
region of Dagestan rose to 
20 yesterday after gunmen 
went on the rampage in 
coordinated attacks in 
two of the republic’s most 
important cities.

Gunmen with automatic 
weapons burst into an 
Orthodox church and a 
synagogue in the ancient 
city of Derbent on Sunday 
evening, setting fire to 
an icon at the church 
and killing a 66-year-old 
Orthodox priest, Nikolai 
Kotelnikov.

In the city of 
Makhachkala, about 125 
km (75 miles) north on the 
Caspian Sea shore, attackers 
shot at a traffic police post 
and attacked a church.

Gun battles erupted 
around the Assumption 
Cathedral in Makhachkala 
and heavy automatic 
gunfire rang out late into 
the night. Footage showed 
residents running for cover 
as plumes of smoke rose 
above the city. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility. 
Russia’s Investigative 
Committee said 15 
policemen and four 
civilians were killed. 

MYANMAR CRISIS 

First junta 
conscripts to 
begin duty at 
end of month
AFP, Yangon

A first batch of 5,000 
conscripts called up by 
Myanmar’s junta will begin 
duty at the end of this 
month, military sources 
told AFP yesterday, as the 
generals struggle to crush 
opposition to their coup.

The junta enforced 
a conscription law in 
February, three years after it 
seized power and sparked a 
widespread armed uprising 
that has spread across 
swathes of the Southeast 
Asian country.

The law allows the 
military to summon all 
men aged 18-35 and women 
aged 18-27 to serve in the 
armed forces for at least 
two years.

“The first batch of 
recruits, who started in 
early April, will conclude 
training at the end of 
this month,” one military 
source said.

The source said that 
upon graduation the 
5,000 conscripts would 
be posted to “different 
military commands around 
the country to serve their 
duty”, without giving 
details on how they would 
serve.

He requested anonymity 
as he was not authorised to 
talk to the media.

Children look on from a damaged building at al-Bureij refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip yesterday.

Emergency personnel carry the body of a person killed in a deadly fire at a lithium battery factory owned by 
South Korean battery maker Aricell, in Hwaseong, South Korea yesterday. 
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VIOLATING CRASH SETTLEMENT

US prosecutors for 
charging Boeing

REUTERS, WASHINGTON

US prosecutors are recommending to 
senior Justice Department officials 
that criminal charges be brought 
against Boeing BA.N after finding 
the planemaker violated a settlement 
related to two fatal crashes, two 
people familiar with the matter told 
Reuters.

The Department of Justice 
(DOJ) must decide by July 7 
whether to prosecute Boeing. The 
recommendation of prosecutors 
handling the 
case has not 
been previously 
reported. 

In May, officials 
determined the 
company breached a 2021 agreement 
that had shielded Boeing from a 
criminal charge of conspiracy to 
commit fraud arising from two fatal 
crashes in 2018 and 2019 involving the 
737 MAX jet.

Under the 2021 deal, the Justice 
Department agreed not to prosecute 
Boeing over allegations it defrauded 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
so long as the company overhauled its 
compliance practices and submitted 
regular reports. Boeing also agreed 
to pay $2.5 billion to settle the 
investigation. 

Boeing declined to comment. It 
has previously said it has “honored 
the terms” of the 2021 settlement, 
which had a three-year term and is 
known as a deferred prosecution 
agreement. Boeing has told the 
Justice Department it disagrees with 
its determination that the company 

violated the settlement, Reuters 
reported this month.

A spokesperson for the Justice 
Department declined to comment. 

The two sides are in discussions 
over a potential resolution to the 
Justice Department’s investigation 
and there is no guarantee officials 
will move forward with charges, the 
two sources said. The internal Justice 
Department deliberations remain 
ongoing and no final decisions have 
been reached, they added.

Criminal charges would deepen an 
unfolding crisis 
at Boeing, which 
has faced intense 
scrutiny from 
US prosecutors, 
regulators and 

lawmakers after a panel blew off one 
of its jets operated by Alaska Airlines 
ALK.N mid-flight January 5, just 
two days before the 2021 settlement 
expired.

The sources did not specify what 
criminal charges Justice Department 
officials are considering, but one of the 
people said they could extend beyond 
the original 2021 fraud conspiracy 
charge. 

Alternatively, instead of 
prosecuting Boeing, the DOJ could 
extend the 2021 settlement by a year 
or propose new, stricter terms, the 
sources said.

In addition to financial penalties, 
the strictest settlements typically 
involve installing a third party to 
monitor a company’s compliance. The 
DOJ can also require the company 
to admit its wrongdoing by pleading 
guilty.

Russia warns US 
after Ukraine 

strikes Crimea
Summons US envoy

REUTERS, MOSCOW

The Kremlin yesterday directly blamed the United States 
for an attack on Crimea with US-supplied ATACMS 
missiles that killed at least four people and injured 151, 
and Moscow formally warned the US ambassador that 
retaliation would follow.

The war in Ukraine has triggered the biggest 
confrontation between Russia and the West since 
the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, and 
Russian officials have said that 
the conflict is entering the 
most dangerous escalatory 
phase to date.

But directly blaming 
the United States for a 
deadly attack on Crimea 
- which Russia annexed 
in 2014 and now considers 
to be Russian territory 
although most of the world 
considers it to be part of 
Ukraine - is a step further. 

“You should ask my colleagues in 
Europe, and above all in Washington, the press secretaries, 
why their governments are killing Russian children. Just 
ask them this question,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters of the attack.

At least two children were killed in the attack on 
Sevastopol on Sunday, according to Russian officials. 
People were shown running from a beach near Sevastopol 
and some of the injured being carried off on sun loungers.

Russia said that the United States had supplied the 
weapons, while US military specialists had aimed the 
weapons and provided data for them.

Meanwhile, a Russian missile attack on Ukraine’s 
eastern town of Pokrovsk killed at least four people and 
injured 34 more, the regional governor said yesterday. 
Two children were among the injured, Vadym Filashkin 
said on Telegram.
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