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bills as soon as possible, 
so we restored their 
connections at 3:00pm,” 
the PDB official said.

Contacted, CMCH 
director Brig Gen Taslim 
Uddin, said as their annual 
budget did not cover it, they 
could not pay the bill on 
time. “We have written to 
the ministry for allocation 
to pay the outstanding bill.” 

CMC Principal Dr 
Shahena Aktar could not 
be contacted for comments.

The living
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the allowance list.”
Abdullah Al Mahmud 

Chowdhury, social service 
officer (additional duty) 
in Juri upazila, said all 
UPs are requested to 
periodically provide 
updated information about 
the beneficiaries. 

“The social service 
office has no responsibility 
in this context. Those 
mistakenly excluded from 
the list as deceased will be 
reinstated,” he said.

Lusikanta Hajong, UNO 
of Juri upazila, said, “The 
matter will be investigated 
and necessary action will 
be taken against those 
involved.”

We want
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creative education system 
in a bid to keep pace with 
the changing world.

She said the 
government wants to go 
for a system where there’ll 
be learning amid a joyful 
atmosphere.

A total of Tk 2,208 crore 
will be disbursed among 
more than 6,470,000 
(64.70 lakh) students 
from the secondary, 
higher secondary and 
graduation and equivalent 
institutions.

The stipends and tuition 
fees are being disbursed 
through online mobile 
financial service to the 
students under the G2P 
(government to person) 
system in the current fiscal 
year.

Illegal housing mushrooms
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facing issues with 
obtaining KDA approval 
for construction on their 
plots. 

“I bought an 8-decimal 
plot in 2016, being unaware 
that it lacked approval. 
Now, I can’t get my plan 
approved by KDA despite 
repeated attempts,” said 
Abida Sultana, a retired 
school teacher from 
Dumuria.

The DoE has remained 
silent on these projects, 
which violate the 

Environment Conservation 
Act, 1995. 

“Most of these projects 
have occupied khas 
lands, water bodies, 
cultivable lands, and tidal 
floodplains over the last 
two decades, which is 
illegal,” said Gouranga 
Nandy, chairman of the 
Center for Environment 
and Participatory 
Research. 

Prof Abdullah Harun 
Chowdhury of Khulna 
University said, “Unplanned 
housing in tidal floodplains 

damages natural systems 
and ecology, disrupting 
natural drainage.”

Tanvir Ahmed, a 
KDA planning officer, 
emphasised that housing 
projects need registration 
and KDA approval per the 
Real Estate Development 
and Management Act, 
2010. 

“Each project should 
have at least 10 acres, with 
specified road widths and 
civic facilities,” he said.

KDA has identified 126 
projects failing to meet 
these requirements. 

“Only 18 applied 
for registration. We 
demolished structures of 15 
projects and issued notices. 
Further actions will follow,” 
Ahmed added.

Govt preparing
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the decrease in financial 
institution deposits to 
attractive investment 
opportunities in public 
and private sectors, rather 
than a lack of confidence 
or inflation.
NO LIQUIDITY CRISIS, 
BUT CHALLENGES 
PERSIST
Addressing AL MP 
Mahbubur Rahman from 
Chattogram-1, the finance 
minister said there is no 
liquidity crisis in any bank 
currently operating in 
Bangladesh. 

However, he 
acknowledged that some 
banks face high non-
performing loans, capital 

shortages, and liquidity 
problems. 

To address these issues, 
Bangladesh Bank has 
assigned an observer to the 
board of directors of nine 
banks and a coordinator to 
seven banks, he said.
INFLATION PROJECTIONS
The minister expressed 
optimism that inflation will 
be controlled in the next 
financial year due to falling 
global prices of fuel, food 
products, and fertilisers, 
as well as initiatives to 
maintain food supply.

“The annual average 
inflation is estimated to be 
6.5 percent at the end of 
the fiscal year 2024-25,” he 
added.

Project to see light
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decided to build the new 
bridge and decommission 
the British-era single-lane 
rail and road bridge there.

A feasibility study, 
financed by South 
Korea, was conducted 
in December 2015 that 
recommended building a 
two-lane road and single-
line rail bridge.

A DPP for the new bridge 
with an estimated cost of 
Tk 1,163.27 crore was placed 
before an Ecnec meeting 
in August 2018, which 
decided that it would build 
a dedicated rail bridge with 
double lines.

In 2019, another 
feasibility study was 
launched but it was 
suspended as the 
authorities realised that 
the Bangladesh Inland 
Water Transport Authority 
in November 2018 put 
the Karnaphuli river in a 
different category for which 
the bridge would need to 
give more clearance to 
vessels.

In the meantime, BR 
continued to go back and 
forth over the design.

Another Korea-funded 
study was launched in 
2021 and it preliminarily 
recommended a double-
decker bridge with a 
double-lane road on top 
and a dual-gauge double-
line rail line on the 
bottom.

But the Prime Minister’s 
Office in August 2022 
directed that the bridge 
be single-decker with a 
double-line dual-gauge rail 
line and double-lane road, 
sources said.

The study estimated 
the cost would be Tk 
13,824.19 crore (US $1=Tk 
103). However, some 
changes were made in the 
cost estimation while BR 
submitted the DPP.

Following a meeting 
of the Project Evaluation 
Committee in April this 
year, the DPP was re-casted 
and the cost was put at Tk 
11,561 crore, of which South 
Korea will give Tk 7,128 
crore as loan, shows project 
documents.

“All the procedures 
are done and we hope the 
project will be approved 
by Ecnec soon,” a BR 
official told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

Asked about the reasons 
behind the sharp rise in 
project cost, the official 
said when the DPP was 
prepared in 2018, the 
length of the proposed 
bridge was 3km, with 1km 
of the main bridge and 
2km of embankments, with 
a vessel clearance of 7.62 
metres.

Now the clearance has 
to be 12.2 metres and this 
has increased the total 
bridge length to 11.74km 
-- 1km of main bridge, 
5km of viaducts on both 
sides and 5.74km of 
embankments on both 
sides, he added.

“This is a major 
reason behind the cost 
escalation,” he said, 
wishing anonymity. 

He also said the decision 
to have a bigger bridge with 
more capacity and the price 
of construction materials 
were the other reasons 
behind rise in project cost.

BPSA
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requesting the information 
ministry to ensure media 
caution in reporting on 
police. This directive, 
they argued, wrongfully 
criminalises the media for 
exposing corruption.

Earlier on June 
21, the BPSA issued a 
statement condemning 
what it termed a “smear 
campaign” orchestrated 
by certain media outlets 
against current and former 
members of the police force.

Help us resolve
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Regarding Hasina’s 
upcoming visit to China in 
next month, Jianchao said 
it will further strengthen 
the extraordinary 
friendship between the two 
countries.

“This visit will further 
cement our relationship,” 
he was quoted as saying.

Earlier, Jianchao had 
a meeting with Foreign 
Minister Hasan Mahmud at 
a city hotel.

Talking to reporters 
after the meeting, the 
minister said the premier 
is expected to visit Beijing 
between July 8 and July 11.

“We expect that the 
prime minister’s upcoming 
visit to Beijing will 
significantly advance the 
development cooperation 
between Bangladesh and 
China,” he told reporters.

“Liu’s visit before our 
prime minister’s visit to 
Beijing is significant... we 
are also looking forward to 
her visit,” he said.

He said key issues such 
as trade and security will be 
prioritised during the PM’s 
visit to China.

Drive on
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exchanged photos of MP 
Azim’s “murder” scene. 

Between May 17 and May 
19, Babu communicated 
with Amanullah on 
WhatsApp in phases and 
exchanged messages.

They talked about the 
lawmaker’s murder and 
payment for the killing, 
said investigators.

Mintu, currently in jail 
after a three-day remand, 
has not confessed any 
involvement in the killing, 
according to sources.

Meanwhile, a Dhaka 
court yesterday rejected the 
request for a five-day remand 
for questioning Babu. 
Instead, the court ordered 
Babu to be transferred to 
Jhenaidah District Jail 
within 10 working days. 

The investigation officer 
plans to conduct a search, 
supervised by a first-class 
magistrate, to locate the 
mobile phones Babu used 
to communicate with 
Amanullah via WhatsApp 
after the lawmaker’s killing 
in Kolkata, as ordered 
by Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Akhtaruzzaman.

Earlier on June 9, Babu 
was placed on a seven-
day remand. Later on 
June 14, Babu admitted 
his involvement with 
the killing and gave a 
confessional statement.

Harun Or Rashid, 
additional commissioner 
(DB) of the DMP, said they 
have received information 
about the destruction of 
evidence in Jhenaidah.

“Since there is digital 
evidence in Babu’s phone, 
we will interrogate him 
further and try to recover 
where he dropped the 
phones,” he added.

Besides Babu and Mintu, 
detectives also arrested 
three other accused for their 
alleged involvement with the 
killing. They are Amanullah, 
his nephew Tanvir Bhuiyan, 
and Celesty Rahman.

Lawmaker Azim went 
to Kolkata on May 12. 
Nine days later, India and 
Bangladesh police said he 
was murdered at a Kolkata 
flat.
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BLOGGER NAZIMUDDIN MURDER

Court frames charges 
against 4 accused

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka tribunal yesterday 
framed charges against four 
members of the banned militant 
outfit Ansar al Islam in blogger 
Nazimuddin Samad murder 
case.

The four are Syed Ziaul Haque 
alias major (sacked) Zia, Akram 
Hossain, Sheikh Abdullah and 
Rashed-Un-Nabi Bhuiyan 
alias Tahsin.

Judge Md 
Majibur Rahman 
of the Anti-
T e r r o r i s m 
S p e c i a l 
Tribunal of 
Dhaka read 
out the charges 
to them, 
assistant public 
prosecutor Golam 
Sharuar Khan told 
The Daily Star.

Before that, the judge 
dismissed the petition submitted 
for discharging them from the 
charges.

The tribunal also discharged 
five accused -- Mozammel 
Hossain Saimon, Arafat Rahman 
Siam, Asadullah alias Foyjul, 
Sabbirul Haque Chowdhury and 
Junaid Ahmed alias Maulana 
Junaid -- from the case.

The judge set August 6 for 

starting trial of the case, said a 
staffer of the tribunal.

Among the accused, major 
(sacked) Zia, Akram, Asadullah, 
Sabbirul and Junaid have been 
absconding since filing of the 
case.

On April 6 of 2016, the 
28-year-old law student of 
Jagannath University was 
hacked and shot to death by 

unidentified assailants 
in Old Dhaka’s 

Sutrapur area.
Nazimuddin, 

who was 
critical of 
extremism on 
his Facebook 
posts, moved 

to Dhaka from 
Sylhet for higher 

studies.
The day after 

Nazimuddin’s murder, 
Sub-inspector Nurul Islam 

filed a case with Sutrapur Police 
Station against some unknown 
assailants under the Anti-
Terrorism Act.

On August 20, 2020, 
the Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime unit of 
police submitted a charge sheet 
before the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka, 
accusing nine members of Ansar 
al Islam.

‘ARBITRARY JAILING’

Sherpur journo 
Rana acquitted
OUR CORRESPONDENT, M’singh

A court yesterday 
a c q u i t t e d 
j o u r n a l i s t 
S h a f i u z z a m a n 
Rana in a case, 
for which he was 
sentenced to 
seven months’ 
imprisonment on March 5.

Rana, 45, Nakla correspondent for a 
Bangla daily, was sent to jail for allegedly 
misbehaving with a government 
official and an office staffer while 
trying to collect information from the 
UNO office in Nakla.

Following the allegation from Nakla 
UNO Sadia Ummul Banin, police 
arrested him. Later a mobile court 
sent him to jail.

Additional District Magistrate 
Jabun Nahar handed down the 
verdict, said Rana’s lawyer Md Abdur 
Rahim Badal.

On March 5, Rana went to the 
UNO’s office and entered the room 
of confidential assistant Shila Akter, 
looking for some documents. When 
Shila refused to deliver the documents 
without permission, Rana allegedly 
misbehaved with her, alleged the UNO.

Following Rana’s arrest, 
Information Commissioner Shahidul 
Alam visited Sherpur to have a 
detailed inquiry on the matter. 

Later, the commission 
recommended the public 
administration ministry for 
departmental action against the UNO.
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